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INTRODUCTION

For a quarter of a centur>' Canada has paced with giant stride

the path of intellectual and material progress. Thanks to the men
of the generation on which devolved the difficult task of erecting

it, the Canadian Confederation has become strengthened more and

more in proportion as time has allowed the definition of its politics

and the accomplishment of those colossal enterprises which have

attracted the attention of the world. To-da}-. after but twenty-five

years, our country occupies the first-colonial place of the globe. It

is not, then, amiss to present, in a work easily accessible to the

public, some of the great figures which give lustre to the present

time. Seeing thus grouped these statesmen, these savants, these

men of letters, these kings of finance and industr}', who, each in his

own sphere, have laboured for the glory of our country-, our fellow-

countrymen will understand better the elements of cohesion which

bind us and the duty incumbent on all to strengthen them, instead

of weakening them either by indifference or by ignorance.

This gallery -^vill contain portraits of but a limited number of

those who are entitled to a place in it. The order in which they

will appear is neither an order of merit nor of precedence. On the

contrar}-, the aim of the management is to mingle them so as to

avoid monotony.

The smaller provinces, so proud in their collective strength, so

little known and appreciated in certain parts of the Confederation,

will have their share in this publication,, destined to be spread

throughout Canada. Their illustrious sons will there appear as it

were in solemn protest against the indifference in which they are

held in some quarters.

The passions of party, political entanglements, or the violence

of strife, too often exhibit men in a false light. Almost invariably,
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according to the exigencies of the moment, they are either exalted

to the clouds by eulogy and adulation, or dragged in the mud to

serve the ambition of some, the jealousy or hatred of others. It is

a sentiment of the injustice thus dail}^ done which has inspired us

with the desire to do a useful work by making better known, and,

therefore, better loved, those of our fellow-countrymen whom talent,

industn.^ or a laudable ambition, have brought to the political, in-

tellectual, and moral leadership of this countr}-.

Party spirit will be forgotten in this publication. The biograph-

ical sketches will be written from an impartial standpoint, kind

rather than hostile, and the responsibility of the opinions expressed

will be left to the author, each writing being signed by a responsible

name. The editor will see, however, that praise to a man of one

part}^ is not bestowed at the expense of a disloyal or passionate

attack upon another, and that justice and history are respected as

well as men and parties themselves.

LOUIS-H. TACH]ft.



Men of the Day. 1st Series.

SIR JOHN A. MACDONALI)

Canada's "Grand Old Man" has never taken too kindly to

"biographies or biographical sketches of himself or to the writers

thereof. In this he has shown his usual discernment. For, at the

risk of bringing out an Irish bull with an awkward pair of horns.

it must be said that any biography which does not include a thana-

tology of its subject must be unsatisfying. One of the highest

beauties of a great life, as of a good life, is its symmetry.
" Our little lives are rounded bj- a sleep."

It is this sleep of death which smooths off the jaggedness and in-

consistencies of life, softens harsh outlines, and gives time for just

judgment. '

Sir John Macdonald, however, must submit to the inevitable

even as other men. Since it has been deemed advisable to have a

"Portrait Gallery of Prominent Canadians," accompanied by bio-

graphical sketches, the Premier must submit to be put in the first

place, and to the further infliction of being " sketched." Otherwise

it were a case of playing "Hamlet" with the Prince of Denmark

omitted from the list of dramatis persona'.

Of course, within these limits there will be considerabh" more

sketch than biography. Sir John Macdonald' s Bosv/ell will, no

doubt, come forth when the great man shall " have sliuflBed off this

mortal coil," and will give us all that fulness of detail, those bits of

conversation, those random remarks, those day-in-and-day-out

habits and happenings which make up the presentment of an

individuahty. He who would do this well, time and ability being

taken for granted, should be one who has had well-nigh unlimited

opportunities of observing Canada's greatest statesman in the

domestic and social sphere as well as in public life ; in a w^ord.
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should know him well, a privilege which the present writer cannot

boast. The present writer, therefore, can do little more than follow

the high road of Sir John's career as a public man, pointing out

those milestones commemorative of the ever decreasing distance

between the Architect of the Dominion and his assured niche in the

Temple of Fame.

People talk glibly enough about statesmen, but few realize the

import of the word. The term "statesman" is, by uneducated

and half-educated persons, applied to clamorous politicians and

hysterical grievance-mongers, who should be better described as

" stateswomen, " an expression which, as we all know, Ben Jonson

used in contempt.

But a statesman is a rara avis. There are not three now living

in the United States. There are not five in Canada. Sir John

Macdonald is, beyond all comparison, the greatest of our four, and,

indeed, the greatest on the continent. Why a population of be-

tween fifty and sixty millions should yield fewer statesmen than a

population of between five and six millions need not be discussed

here. Our freer institutions and immeasurably grander tradition

and history as an integral part of the greatest empire of the world

are more favourable to the production and development of states-

manship than are the "rough, raw, and democratic" fashions of

the American Republic. An eminent Canadian forcibly expressed,

on the 4th of January, 1889, an estimate of the dignity of positions

in the two countries which implied this truth, and so speaking, he

showed himself to be not only a patriot, but also a man of sound,

practical common sense: "I would myself," said the Honourable

Oliver Mowat, "rather be Premier of Ontario than Governor of

New York ; and, if I had any ambition for still higher public

honours, which I have not, I would rather be Premier of Canada

than President of the United States." While the main attributes

of statesmanship are necessarily the same everywhere, the accidents

differ widely in the case of the public men of Great Britain, the

United States, and Canada. Nowhere does the training of men for

public life begin as early as in Canada and in the American

Republic : and one would, therefore, look for a proportionate

thoroughness and culture in American and Canadian public men.
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It is, however, one thing to look for a result and another thing to

find it. Strange to say, although young men in the United King-

dom do not begin to take a lively interest in public questions for

fully five years later than their Canadian fellow-subjects, and for

fully ten years later than their American cousins (who enter on the

comparative study of ward politics at the mature age of twelve

years or so), they are, on the whole, when the right time comes,

quite as well able to judge intelligently public issues as are these

more precocious students. I venture to think, too, that not only do

young Englishmen, Scotchmen, and Irishmen come at the start to

conclusions as intelligent as do their transatlantic brethren, but that,

speaking generally, they ultimately rise to a much higher level of

culture and power of government. Hence it has been always con-

sidered a compliment to a Colonial or American statesman to com-

pare him to an Imperial Minister. And, from this point of view,

msLtiy thought it was a notable honour for Sir John Macdonald to be

compared, as he occasionally is still, to the illustrious Benjamin

Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield. It is paying a still higher compli-

ment to the Canadian Premier to assert that the comparison is

honourable to both.

There are certainly strong points of resemblance in the lives and

character of these extraordinary men, though one cannot establish

as striking a parallel as some enthusiasts would wish ; nor is it

unfortunate for Sir John Macdonald that his career has not been an

exact counterpart of Disraeli's. He thereby escapes the reproach

of one or two glaring inconsistencies and of a certain grotesque

egotism with which Beaconsfield is fairlj'- chargeable. On the other

hand, a measure of greatness must be conceded in one direction to

the illustrious Jew which the illustrious Scotchman does not share.

Over and above his greatness as a statesman, Eord Beaconsfield

was great as an author : and, to quote his own words in the intro-

ductory notice to his father's work, "Curiosities of Literature" :

" An author may influence the fortunes of the world to as great an

extent as a statesman or a warrior ; and the deeds and performances,

by which this influence is created and exercised, may rank in their

interest and importance with the decisions of great congresses, or

the skilful valour of a memorable field." There are, of course.
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authors and authors. As an author, Lord Beaconsfield has not

influenced the fortunes of the world to anything like as great an

extent as he did by statesmanship ; but yet the writer of Vivian

Grey, and, above all, of Contarini Flejnifig, has a permanent place of

honour in the annals of English literature. Merely to get out a

book is not so tremendous an achievement in these days of paste

and scissors
—"A fact," however, as Mr. Augustine Birrell naively

remarks,
'

' hidden from a large but unfortunately decreasing number

of persons." If Sir John Macdonald ever wTote a book, it would,

no doubt, be worthy of his genius, but I never heard that he essayed

authorship. He may, indeed, have had books printed " for private

circulation," as to which this deponent knoweth not. He is

altogether so phenomenal a man that it would not be surprising to

see him surprise the world by some great literary masterpiece in his

evening of life, even as a certain Cato, not wholly unknown to

fame, began to study Greek at the age of eighty. Sir John

Macdonald has been ever a man of dazzling surprises, and a

practical believer, so to speak, in the Disraeli ethics, a striking

formula of which is, " It is not enough to govern men
;
you must

also astonish them." As to age, that does not count with him;

"John A," shouted an enthusiastic rustic at a pic-nic, moved by a

feeling allusion of the Premier's to his prospective translation to

the celestial Treasury Benches, "John A., you'll never die !" It is

of a piece with the story now going the rounds as to the anxiety of

an English gentleman that his young son should see and hear the

truly glorious Gladstone " before he dies," to quote the words of the

eager father. "But, my dear sir," said the person to whom he

vented his feelings, " Mr. Gladstone is extremely well just now; there

is no prospect of his expected death.
'

' "I was not speaking of him,'

'

quoth pater-familias, " I was speaking of my boy." May the lives

of England's Grand Old Man and of Canada's Grand Old Man be

spared and prolonged to the utmost verge of possibility !

'

' And
even beyond it," would be the fer\'ent Amen of Sir Boyle Roche.

So say we all.

Sir John Macdonald and Lord Beaconsfield both studied law.

The latter never practised. The former did. Neither was a very

young man on first taking a legislator's seat. In 1837, when
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Disraeli was elected to represent the borough of Maidstone, he was

thirty-two years old. It would have been a case of adolesccntidus

in the days of Cicero, but the days of Cicero have been,

—

lUium fait ct ingcns gloria Teucromm.

When Sir John ]\Iacdonald, in 1844, was elected to represent

Kingston in the old Legislative Assembly of United Canada, he was

of the comparatively mature age of twenty- nine. Kingston re-

ceived him, on his entry into public life, with open arms, and he

knew not then the bitterness of repulse ;
but thrice had the electors

of High Wycombe, and once "the free and independent" of

Taunton, rejected Disraeli before Maidstone, like a female Barkis.

" was willin'."

From 1847 to 1876. for twenty-nine years, Disraeli sat for the

County of Buckingham, until, in fact, his elevation to the peerage.

From 1S44 to 1878, a still longer space of 3'ears, Sir John Macdonald

represented Kingston. Disraeli ser^xd an apprenticeship of twelve

vears of Parliamentary life before becoming a Minister of the

Crown : but the Canadian statesman had had barely two years

and a half of a legislator's experience bfefore he was appointed

Receiver-General in the Draper-Daly Cabinet. Lord Beaconsfield

began life as a Radical ; Sir John Macdonald has ever been a

consistent Tory. By birth a Scotchman, the latter has proven

himself to be absolutely loyal and devoted to Canada ;
while the

former, the descendant of Jews, showed himself more English

than the English themselves, though so eminently magnanimous

an antagonist as Mr. Gladstone once hurled at him the reproach

that "he had not in his veins one drop of English blood." But

the most striking similarity between the statesmanship of the two

men is seen in their cult of a lofty opportunism. By this Sir

John Macdonald has won some of his most signal victories
;
and

it is no more than his due to say that with him opportunism,

while it may have clashed with consistency, has never been in-

consistent with patriotism. No man in the public life of any

country' has felt the public pulse more intelligently than the

Premier. He has prescribed for the public health just as he

thought best at the critical time, practising now on the lines of
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homeopathy, now on those of the allopath. Let us change the

metaphor to the apt figure of Hare, so singularly expressive of

Sir John Macdonald's guidance: "A statesman, we are told,

should follow public opinion. Doubtless—as a coachman follows

his horses, having a firm hold on the reins and guiding them."

The city of Glasgow, in Scotland, has the honour of being the

Premier's birthplace. It is an honour, of which not only Glasgow,

but also all Scotland, mother of so many illustrious sons, may well

be proud. It was on the nth of January, 1815, that the future

statesman made his first appearance in the theatre of this world, on

whose stage he was destined to play so grand a part. Were it not

for what may, in a sense, be called the accident of birth in Scotland,

Sir John might be looked upon as a thorovxgh Canadian, having

come when a mere child to these shores. His early education was

almost wholly received at Kingston, Ontario, at the Royal Grammar
School, under the supervision of Dr. Wilson, a Fellow of that

historic University of Oxford, from which his famous pupil was one

day to receive one of the highest academic honours. The distinction

conferred on the Premier when, in 1865, he received from the

University of Oxford, the greatest seat of learning in the world,

and the most jealously watchful in the distribution of its honours,

the degree of Doctor of Civil Law, was one that, while it shed

lustre on Canada's greatest statesman, reflected no less lustre on

England's historic Universit}^, thus gracious in recognizing the

commanding merit of him who was mainly instrumental in con-

solidating for England her mighty transatlantic Dominion.

Very soon after attaining his majority, the young John A.

Macdonald, of whose lithe, active figure and bright ways, many
old Kingstonians still have a vivid remembrance, was called to the

Bar of Upper Canada. It was in Hilary Term, 1836. He made
his mark soon, the legal profession being one eminently suited to

his acute, logical mind. Sir John Macdonald has never, even by

his bitterest foes, been charged with undue love of mone>^. They
have charged him with undue love of power. That is a nobler

passion ; and the people of Canada seem to have determined that

Sir John should be led into the way of that temptation—and kept

therein. Certain it is that, had he kept to the practice of his
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profession pure and simple, eschewing politics, he might have

amassed a princely fortune, instead of being practically a poor man.

The same is partially true of the illustrious Edward Blake, who
cannot, however, be called in any sense a poor man, though there

can be no doubt his patriotic attention to politics has prevented his

amassing as splendid a fortune as his genius could command.

From 1S47 until Confederation, the burden of office W'as laid,

though not continuously, on the shoulders of the aspiring lawyer.

He held successively the portfolios of Receiver-General, Conuiiis-

sioner of Crown Lands, and Attorney-General for Upper Canada,

and was Prime IMinister in July, 1858, when his Government was

defeated on the seat of Government question. After his return to

power in the same ^-ear he held the portfolio of Postmaster-General

just twenty-four hours, resigning it to become again Attorney-

General of Upper Canada. The functions and duties of this office

he discharged with splendid ability until the year 1862. In the

May of that year the Administration of which he was a member

resigned office, having met wath an adverse vote on the Militia Bill.

There were never in Opposition more strenuous and gallant leaders

than were John Alexander Macdonald and the late Sir George

Cartier for almost two 5'ears following this defeat. The record of

that period has become almost legendary in the annals of our parlia-

mentary debates, and forms, wnth the onslaughts of the Opposition, led

by the Honourable IMr. Chapleau in the Quebec Assembly-, in 1878 and

1879, the golden age of legislative eloquence in the last thirty years.

Sir John has not tasted much of the bitterness of Opposition.

During far the greater part of his career he has enjoyed the sweet

savour of power ; nor is it the least part of his glory that, like

Timoleon of old, he has ever shown himself able to bear a pros-

perous fortune even more wisely than an adverse one. That is

saying a good deal, for no man can have shown to greater advantage

in adversity than the veteran statesman. Even the tremendous

reverses consequent on the Pacific Railway charges, in 1873, did

not cavise him to lose faith in himself. This man, indeed, has that

rare faculty, possessed only by the most gifted, of evolving the

most brilliant and substantial success from circumstances the most

adverse and soul-depressing.
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The Government of the Honourable John Sandfield Macdonald

having lost its grip on popular confidence, after a lease of power

not unmarked by singular merit and well-doing, the Tache-

Macdonald Administration took office on the 30th March, 1864.

From that date until the great measure of Confederation was an

accomplished fact, Sir John sat in the Assembly as leader of the

Government forces. Sir EtienneTache died in 1S65. He had been

a notable and a noble figure in the public life of this country, and

was a man of uncommon foresight and statesmanlike vision. Sir

John Macdonald might have been Premier in 1865, but knowing

that "everything comes to him who waits," he stepped gracefully

and modestly aside in favour of Sir Narcisse Belleau. The Con-

ference of Charlottetown, in 1864, was the precursor of the famous

Conference of Quebec, held in the same year, to formulate a plan

for the union of all the possessions of the Crown on the continent

of North America. The Conference at Charlottetown had been

originally convened merely to effect the union of the Maritime

Provinces ; but the evolution of the nobler and vaster plan was

thenceforth inevitable.

The London Colonial Conference, of which Sir John Macdonald

w^as Chairman, after having been a delegate at the two Conferences

just named, was in session in 1866-67, when the Dominion of

Canada received from the Parliament of the United Kingdom its

charter and constitution in the shape of that Act so often referred

to by constitutional writers, and known as
'

' The British North

America Act." The fact that it was the Conservative leader who
was summoned to form and carry on the Queen's Government in

Canada, after the Dominion was formed in 1867, should emphasize

the fact that he w^as generally looked on as having taken the most

commanding part, and as having done the most important work in

welding the feeble and scattered Provinces into a strong and com-

pact nation.

Being sworn of the Privy Council, he again took up the duties

of Attorney- General, a title, however, somewhat lost sight of w^hen

following the more magnificent designation of Minister of Justice

of Canada. Fortunate even in his reverses. Sir John Macdonald

could not have gone out of power at a time more singularl}^ oppor-
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tune than the late autumn of 1873, when he and his Government

resigned office in consequence of the Pacific Railway charges. It

was the beginning of an era of world-wide financial depression,

which, necessarily, very largely affected Canada, paralysing trade

and industry' and causing wide-spread insolvency and apprehension.

In the Dominion, matters were made still more gloomy by a succes-

sion of bad harvests, intensifying the effects of the prior causes of

national depression and causing still more sluggish and morbid

humours in the body politic. It was besides hardly to be expected

that a Government of one political complexion should remain con-

tinuously in office from the time of the Union without giving an

Administration of another colour a chance to take part in the experi-

ment of Confederation. The Reform Administration, of whose

merits or demerits this is not the place to speak, certainly got the

chance of trying their " prentice hands " at the worst possible time.

The Department of Agriculture w^as powerless to give the farmers

good harvests. Xo portion of our population was so lacking in

intelligence as to suppose that Mr. Mackenzie's Government could

affect wind and weather ; and j-et, partly from the singular per-

versity of human nature and partly from a sort of curious reflex

apposition, the great mass of the electors associated the advent

and the duration of Reform Rule with scarcity of money, wretched

prices, poor harvests, general gloom, and national biliousness. Sir

John Macdonald, on the other hand, than whom no man better

understands human nature, jocularly told the people in his jaunt}'

way, at pic-nics and political gatherings, that if they gave him

and the National Policy a chance, he would give them good

har\'ests. They gave him a chance and God gave them good

har\'ests.

By the same process of curious reflex apposition, the right honour-

able gentleman was pleasantl}- associated in the minds of Her Majesty's

lieges in Canada wdth their pleasantly changed fortunes, although,

of course, no portion of our population was so devoid of common
sense as to believe the Premier able to regulate the action of the

heavenly powers regarding the production and benediction of the

fruits of the earth. It was a case of: Pos^ hoc ergo propter hoc.—
"Nothing succeeds like success." It was, nevertheless, far from
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being a case of success without merit. The great statesman merited

success by his bold enunciation of the National Policy, a policy,

especially at that crisis, eminently adapted to meet the require-

ments of the national jaundice. Sir John Macdonald rode into the

harbour of power on the wave of that popular enthusiasm which the

breath of his genius awoke on the dull sea of national stagnation.

When the present Government was formed in October, 1878, the

Prime Minister took the portfolio of Minister of the Interior. This

he held until the 17th of October, 1883, when he resigned it to become

President of the Council and Superintendent-General of Indian

Affairs. The late Honourable Thomas White, most indefatigable

of workers and most loyal of men, subsequently united the adminis-

tration of the Department of Indian Affairs with that of the

Interior ; and the Premier himself, since the death of the Honourable

John Henry Pope, has resigned the Presidency of the Council for

the portfolio of Railways and Canals. Not the least notable trait

in Sir John Macdonald's leadership has been the faculty of choosing

for his colleagues men of special gifts for their special work, and,

in some instances (notably in the case of Sir John Thompson),

men of commanding intellectual power, not merely in the adminis-

tration of one department, but in all the functions and offices of

statesmanship.

Our Grand Old Man was knighted in July, 1867, when he was

made K. C. B. (civil), receiving the higher honour of the Grand

Cross of the Bath in November, 1S84. Besides his degree from

Oxford, he is the holder of the degree of lyly.D. from Queen's

University, Kingston, and from McGill University, Montreal, and

is also a D. C. L. of the University of Trinity College, Toronto.

From the Kingdom of Spain he received, in January, 1872, the

honour of being created a Knight Grand Cross of the Roj^al Order

oi Isabel la Catolica ; and in August, 1879, he was sworn one of Her
Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, having been named for

that rare and high distinction nearly seven years before. It is in virtue

of this capacity that the veteran leader is styled
'

' Right Honourable.
'

'

With Karl de Grey (now Marquis of Ripon), the late Uord

Iddesleigh, (then Sir Stafford Northcote), Sir Edward Thornton,

and the Right Honourable Montague Bernard, Sir John Macdonald
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acted as one of Her Majesty's Joint High Commissioners and

Plenipotentiaries appointed to deal with certain Commissioners of

the United States for the settlement of the Alabama claims and

of other matters pending between the United Kingdom and the

United States. The work of this Commission bore fruit in the

Treaty of Washington, which was signed on the 8th May, 1871.

From 1844 until the present time Sir John sat for Kingston,

except for the years between 1878 and 1887, during which he

represented—first, Marquette, Manitoba; next, Victoria, B.C., and

then Carleton. At the General Election of 18S7, the Premier was

elected for both Carleton and Kingston, but naturally enough chose

the representation of that constituency which had been faithful to

him every time he sought the suffrages of its electors, except once,

in the memorable campaign of i87'8.

In dealing with all the great issues of the last forty years, the

Consen-ative leader has again and again proven himself to be a

statesman of almost infinite resource and tact, a sincere patriot, and

a firm upholder of the majesty of law and order.

The veteran Premier cannot be classed among orators, yet few

orators can gain and hold the attention of the House so successfully

and magnetically as he did. Much of this is doubtless due to the

fact that it is "Sir John" who speaks, and naturally everyone

wants to know what the first man in Canada has to say
;
but

not a little is due to the matter of Sir John's speech, which is

uncommonly characteristic of him—is, indeed, siii generis. The

Premier, in speaking, adopts that style and manner more in favour

in the Imperial Parliament than in the Parliament of Canada, that

is to say, he is not remarkably fluent, hesitates, indeed, almost on

purpose, is matter-of-fact rather than rhetorical, and is withal never

embarrassed. Sir John's discourses are, however, spiced with wit

as well as with wisdom, occasionally varied, too, by a brief anecdote

of that humorous kind which never fails "to bring down the

House." He is ver>' happy, also, in making a running commentary

on the speech of another, interjecting a shaft of wit or merriment

whenever and wherever a mark is oflfered. The First Minister's

voice is what is called "a carrj'ing voice;" when he chooses to

exert himself, which is not always, his words are distinctl}^ heard in
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the remotest corners of the House of Commons ; and, on what ma)'

be termed historic occasions, as in the Debate on the Jesuits' Estates

Act, his tones acquire a strength and volume little less than sur-

prising. Usually jaunty and off-hand in his delivery. Sir John is

not seldom moved by genuine patriotic feeling when the theme is

momentous : on such occasions, his voice trembles with emotion,

his accents falter, and his entire bearing indicates intense earnest-

ness. When a younger man he was a most effective and '

' taking '

'

speaker in a political campaign.

No man in Canada is so well known as Sir John, not only by

fame, but also individually and personally ; his characteristic and

distinguished appearance, his versatile wit, his personal magnetism,

his extraordinary faculty of evolving the best out of what appears

to be the worst, are known and spoken of, familiarly as household

words, from Halifax to Vancouver. Thoroughly charming and

genial in society, the Premier is most gracefully and ably seconded

by I^ady Macdonald, who has been to Sir John all that Lady
Beaconsfield was to the illustrious Disraeli. But I^ady Macdonald

far surpasses the Viscountess Beaconsfield in intellect and in literary

ability, and her magazine articles have given her an enviable repu-

tation of her own as a writer of remarkable clearness and strength.

Sir John married this lady, who is his second wife, in the j^ear

of Confederation, thus doubly remarkable in his annals.

One feels, in concluding this brief sketch of him who is not

only Canada's greatest statesman, but also one of the greatest in

the British Empire, what a glorious duty will fall to the lot of

Sir John Macdonald 's future biographer ; for his labour of love it

will be to give, in all the fulness of detail and description, the story

of that noble life which here " is given in outline and no more."

JOHN FRANCIS WATERS.*
Ottawa, 5th June, 1890.

*This biography was published in the large edition of " Mbn of the Day," sometime
before the death of Sir John A. Macdonald, which occurred on the 6th of June last (1891).
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WILFRID LAURIER

My memon- carries me back just twenty-five years as I write

this name, and, in imagination, I am once more in the editorial

office of the Union Nationalc, on the first floor of an old house

(long since demolished and replaced by a building of a more

modem type) which stood at the comer where Ste. Therese street

meets the little rue Saint Gabriel. There it was that Mederic

Lanctot was to be found in those days, busy receiving his clients,

adding recruits to his party, and flinging broadcast over Montreal

and the whole country those fierj' articles which so nearly wrecked

the project for the Confederation of the Provinces. How many

of those whom we now reckon as men of note were familiar figures

in that office !

Of them all, the one who has beyond question attained to the

greatest celebrity is Wilfrid Laurier, the present leader of the

Liberal party throughout the Dominion—that unrivalled parlia-

mentary' orator to whom our English fellow-countr>'men have

given, as to a modern Chrj'sostom, the title of "Silver-tongued

Laurier."

As I write, I seem to see him, as of old, seated before his desk

at the far end of the room, with his back to the frequenters of

the office,—turning over files of papers and covering the long

pages of some legal document with his rapid and elegant writing
;

entirely absorbed in the task before him, and apparently uncon-

scious of all the din of political discussion buzzing about his ears.

I was impressed by liis self-concentrated seriousness amid all

the noise and confusion around him, as well as by his display of

a calmness of manner rarely to be seen in the feverish atmosphere

in which the journals of that day were launched, written and
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printed
; and I was about to give rein to my curiosit}-, when the

young lawyer rose from his seat, took up his hat, and, with his

scrvietfe^^ under his arm, was passing me on his way to the Court
House, when L,anct6t said :

" Let me introduce M. Laurier, my partner in this struggling

firm of lawyers. A future Minister !"

Laurier smiled, and, being pressed for time, exchanged only a

few polite phrases with me. As the door closed behind him,

Lanctot exclaimed :

'

' There is a head for you ! Did j-ou notice it ? The young
man who has it on his shoulders is sure to make himself

heard of yet in the world. Why, sir, he is a poet, an orator, a

philosopher, a jurist,—I cannot pretend to enumerate all his

talents; but, mark my words, he is a coming man. Don't forget

that face !"

The recommendation was needless. Laurier' s physiognomy is

one of those which strike the beholder at the first glance. Once
seen, it photographs itself upon the memory, never to be forgotten.

It was some years before I again met the man who was to

occupy the neighbouring seat to mine in the Dominion Parliament,

and with whom circumstances were to unite me, later on, in the

bonds of a friendship which I count as so great an honour.

When I next heard of him I was living in Chicago. He was
publishing over his own signature, in some periodical of the day,

the name of which I cannot now remember, a narrative,—half tale,

half legend,—written in clear and vigorous style, and containing

a mingling of interesting historical details, with sketches of men
and manners, which disclosed a most original faculty of observa-

tion, together with a rare mastery of our language. I have never
seen the conclusion of this work. Its publication was interrupted

by a critical event in Laurier' s life.

It was in 1867. The death of Erie Dorion had just occurred,

and the Dcfrichcur, that popular journal which had so valiantly

fought the battles and won the victories of the Liberal party in

the Eastern Townships, was on the point of ending its career with

*Serviette : The portfolio carried by advocates, in the Province of Quebec, in place of the
"blue bag " used by the Ontario barrister.

—

Transl.'\tok.



WTI.FRID I.AURIER 1

9

his, when Lanctot's young partner went to I'Avenir, there to take

up the pen which had fallen forever from the grasp of the un-

wearying patriot and ardent democrat who had hitherto wielded

it with such effect.

Talent and courage were not enough, however, to successfully

keep on foot an enterprise, the business management of which had

long since fallen into neglect, and Laurier did not possess the

necessary capital. Moreover, his talents demanded a different

arena. He felt his vocation to be at the Bar.

Nevertheless, he did not return to Montreal. The novelty and

activity of life in the Eastern Townships, which were then making

even more rapid strides than they are to-day along the path of

progress and prosperity, had proved full of fascination to him.

One fine morning, therefore, encumbered by no luggage save his

scanty wardrobe and a few law-books, but rich in hope and lull

of confidence in himself, the future statesman knocked at the door

of the only hotel in St. Christophe, the chef-lien of the judicial

district of Arthabaska ; and the next day the residents of the

place glanced carelessly at a verj- modest little sign, bearing the

three words destined afterwards to echo so loudly and so far :

"Wilfrid Laurier, Avocat."

It was in this village,—now called Arthabaskaville,—that we
renewed our acquaintance, in the year 1870. I soon became deeply

impressed by the loftiness of his intellect, and by the truly phil-

osophical bent of his mind, stored as it was with a multiplicity

and variety of acquirements that were astonishing in a country

where professional men, as a rule, think themselves in danger of

compromising their reputations by reading anything save books

bearing upon their own special subjects.

I must not, however, allow my personal recollections to tempt

me into anticipating too far, and so breaking the chronological

sequence of a biograph5\ That we may proceed more regularly,

let us go back to the 20th November, 1841. On that day, at

St. Lin, in the County of I'Assomption, was born the statesman

who, among very few others of our public men, has won and re-

tained universal esteem and respect throughout the country.

His father was M. Carolus Laurier, a land sur\'eyor by pro-
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fessioii and a most estimable man and exemplar^' citizen. In

due course tie sent young Wilfrid to the nearest college—that of

TAssomption—where, from the age of thirteen, he began to mani-

fest that intellectual superiority, that love of study, and that up-

rightness of character which were so highly to distinguish him
in after years. He could not help being an excellent pupil and

winning the esteem of his masters, but in spite of this, as M.

David tells us : "he more than once incurred punishment by going

without permission to listen to the argument of cases in the village

Court House, or to applaud some political orator ; his natural voca-

tion thus proclaiming itself in defiance of all rules of discipline."

In i860, we find him in Montreal poring over the Pandects and

the Coutume dc Paris in the law chambers of M. Rodolphe Laflamme,

who was afterwards his colleague, as Minister of Justice, in the

Mackenzie Cabinet.

Having been called to the Bar in 1864, he practised his profes-

sion for two years, in partnership, as we have already seen, with

Mederic Lanctot, that hot-headed and impetuous journalist and

public speaker who enjoyed a brief period of noisy popularity, only

to fall soon afterwards into such sad obscurity. The feverish rest-

lessness of his surroundings at this time were by no means congenial

to lyaurier's calm and methodical temperament. This maj^ have

been one of the reasons which induced him to leave Montreal,

where he could not well have avoided being forced by circumstances

into more or less complicit}' in the youthful follies into which

certain lyiberals, forgetting prudence in their enthusiasm, were occa-

sionally led.

Be that as it may, however, it was not long before I^aurier had

acquired a high reputation in the district in which he had settled as

an advocate and lawyer ; while his marvellous oratorical powers, his

business integrity, and his pleasant and kindly disposition,—not to

speak of the exquisite charm of his manner,—won him such popu-

larity that, in the Provincial Elections of 187 1, the electoral division

of Drummond and Arthabaska returned him, as its representative

in the Quebec lyCgislative Assembly, by a majority of 1,000 votes

over those polled by Mr. Hemming, the former member, who was

his opponent.
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His debut in the Legislative Assembly produced a sensation.

Who could he be, this young member, not yet thirty years of age,

who thus in his maiden speech handled the deepest political ques-

tions with such boldness and authority ? Whence had this new

orator come,—so fluent, cultivated, and charming,—who awed even

his opponents into respect by language so polished, so elevated in

tone,—so courteous in rebuke and sarcasm, and, above all, so mode-

rate even in the heat of discussion ?

The effect was magical. I can almost imagine that I still hear

the thunders of applause which shook the galleries when, at the

close of a graphic passage in his speech, in which he had made the

long, sad column of our fellow-countr\^men, emigrating to the

United States, file slowly past before the verj- eyes of his hearers,

the orator hurled at the Government of the day his scathing allusion

to the celebrated salute of the doomed gladiators of ancient Rome :

" Ave Ccrsar, morituri tc sahitant
!"

On the following da}-, the name of Laurier was on every lip and

all who then heard it will remember how those two syllables, in their

heroic suggestiveness, rang out true and clear,—their tone that of a

coin of gold, pure from all alloy, and bearing the impress of sterling

worth.

lyct me hasten at once to add that since that da}", and throughout

the whole course of the stirring career of that young parliamentars'

debzitant of 187 1,—whether in his private or his public life,—never

has a sign of faltering, a moment's forgetfulness, an ill-advised step,

an over-hast}^ phrase, or an unluck}' word been known to tarnish in

the least degree the brilliancy of that initial success. On the con-

trary, in whatever difficult circumstances he has been placed, what-

ever the responsibilities he has been called upon to shoulder,

—

whatever the obstacles and prejudices with which he has had to

wrestle, he has constantly developed and expanded before them,

—

surpassing at ever}- trial of his strength the expectations of his

admirers, who have watched with ever-increasing amazement the

suppleness of his mind and the variety of his resources.

In Laurier there is no mediocrity. Whatever he does is a master-

stroke. Thus, as the resounding triumph of his debut in the Legis-

lative Assembly of Quebec had placed him in the highest rank
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among the most brilliant French orators of his own Province ; so

that which marked his entry into the House of Commons, in 1874,

carried him at one bound to the distinction of being almost without

a peer among the Bnglish-speaking debaters of the Dominion.

The occasion was a solemn one, and never to be forgotten by
any of those who were present. The subject before the House was
the expulsion of I^ouis Riel, the rebel of the North-West, who,

—

while under accusation of the murder of Thomas Scott, and a fugi-

tive from justice,—had just been elected member for Provencher,

and had had the oath administered to him in that capacity, although

he had not dared to occupy his seat. The question was a burning

one, and the public mind was terribly inflamed by the passions it

aroused ; while race antipathies added fuel to the fire. Mercy,

justice, peace, and brotherhood were words that had lost all signifi-

cance in many ears. It required, in very truth, a master of elo-

quence to undertake the defence of the absent insurgent before his

bitterest enemies, and to thread his way without falling or stumb-

ling, among the masses and mazes of prejudice which rose up all

around the Metis chief.

The debate, which was violent and heated, had been going on
for two days, when at last Laurier rose.

" Mr. Speaker," he began.

T.aurier was known to be eloquent. He had already addressed

the House in French at the opening of the session. No one

thought, no one dreamed, however, that he would risk his reputation

by attempting a speech in Eui^lisli under such hazardous and trying

circumstances. Great as was the general surprise, the revelation was
greater. In my belief, no orator (unless, indeed, it be himself) has
since achieved a like success in any of our deliberative assemblies.

As, in the elegant and academic diction of which he is so

thorough a master, the brilliant speaker entered calmly into the

heart of his subject,—a silence as of the tomb spread itself through

the great Chamber, and the English members listened in hushed
amazement to this charmer who wielded their own language with so

much more grace than they could pretend to do themselves, and who
dealt them such cruel home-truths in a tone they could not resist

applauding. Astonished glances were exchanged on every side.
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Laurier kept his whole audience hanging upon his Hps for more

than an hour. Not for a single moment did his wondrous eloquence

fail him. You should have heard him, reader !

He expounded the doctrines and elucidated the principles of

legal and constitutional rights with the ease of a parliamentary

veteran and the precision of a practised dialectician. He grouped

his facts so skilfulh", adduced his proofs and authorities with such

cumulative force, reared his arguments one upon the foundation of

another with such close, quick, inexorable logic, that his conclusions

seemed to flash out of their own accord, unforced, but irresistible.

Every part of the speech, moreover, was linked to the rest in admir-

ably reasoned sequence, and from beginning to end it flowed freely

—

without hesitation, without a moment's groping for words, and, at

the same time, with never one superfluous syllable. And, if the

matter of it was noteworthy, no less so was the manner of its

delivers- : the sonorous and vibrating voice, the superb wealth and

variety of intonation, the chaste simplicity and appropriateness of

gesture, and finally, the attitude of the speaker, as full of natural

ease and grace as it was of magisterial dignity.

The enthusiasm it evoked was indescribable. The outburst of

applause which greeted Laurier as he resumed his seat continued for

fully five minutes afterwards ; while Ministers of the Crown and

prominent members of Parliament flocked around him, eager to

shake him by the hand and offer their congratulations. For had

not a future party chief proclaimed him.self, and asserted his right to

leadership by the " Ego nominor leo " that had rung through every

word he had uttered ? This famous oratorical effort had but one

defect, that of discouraging any further attempt on the part of

others. As I heard a member of the House remark: "If that

speech had been delivered at the beginning of the debate, there is no

saying whether it would not have turned the scale."

At all events Laurier had gained the day as far as he personalh'

was concerned. From that moment a place in the Cabinet was

virtually assigned to him ; and he was called upon to fill it in 1S77,

upon the retirement of j\Ir. Cauchon, who had just been appointed

Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba,

Then occurred a singular mishap, which furnishes a striking
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example of the aberrations of the popular mind, as well as of the

often unaccountable vicissitudes of political life. The new Minister,

although he had been returned at the previous elections by a
majority of more than 700 votes over his opponent, Mr. Tessier, a
most eloquent and distinguished member of the notarial profession,

now found himself unable to secure his re-election, in spite of the

increased influence which he might naturally have been expected to

derive from his new portfolio as Minister of Inland Revenue. He
was defeated by a worthy and inoffensive village tradesman, who
distanced him by a majority of twenty-one votes !

This was a repulse to the Mackenzie Government, from which it

never recovered. Laurier, indeed, returned to the Capital as the

chosen representative of Quebec East, but it was in vain. The
impulse had been given, and the political see-saw began to sway.

The young Minister's immense j^opularity in all other parts of the

country was powerless to stop it.

Nevertheless, the crushing defeat which was suffered by the

Liberal party in the following year did not in the least degree affect

his personal prestige. He had said on re-entering Parliament (the

words may be seen reproduced as legend under an engraving in an
illustrated paper, which represents him in the act of hoisting a flag

over a rampart) :

—"I have unfurled the Liberal standard above the

ancient citadel of Quebec, and there I will keep it waving."

He has been true to his word. To-day we see not only the city,

but the whole district, of Quebec distinguished as the stronghold of

Liberalism in the Province. M. Mercier, indeed, has given the

finishing strokes to the work, but to Laurier undeniably belongs the

glory of having uplifted the banner, and his name has no small

share at this very hour in sustaining and stirring the breeze that

plays among its folds.

And now I come to two events in the life of the man whose
portrait I have undertaken to sketch, which, beyond all others, have
proved his right to a place in the ranks of exceptional men : one of

them because it proclaims in the most unmistakable manner possible

the immense influence which his talents and his character have
gained for him ; the other, because it brings out in strong relief the

versatility of those talents, and throws into dazzling prominence the
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noble virility ^vhich distinguishes tliat character. The one has
placed a wreath about his brows such as but few of his compatriots

could ever have aspired to wear ; the other has shown him trium-

phantly grappling with every obstacle that could be presented by
political complications, creed and race hatreds, and the added
animosities of bitter party feeling, to paralyse the noblest efforts,

baffle the cleverest tactics, and unseat the doughtiest of champions.
I refer to his appointment to the position of leader of the Liberal

party for the whole Dominion, and to his great oratorical tour last

year through the Province of Ontario.

The fact that, in the Dominion, the population of British origin

outnumber the French in the proportion of four to one, had always
led to the belief that it would be extremely difficult, if not impos-
sible, for a French-Canadian to attain to the leadership of either

of the political parties ; and this, not so much on account of the

prejudices of English members of the House, as because of the

natural unwillingness of the masses of the people to follow the

guidance of a chief chosen from among "outsiders"—of a man
" not one of ours."

For a political party, to select a leader from a group of men who
are in a minorit}- within its own body, is a hazardous experiment.

Not only does it demand the sacrifice of a most important element
of success, but it is not unlikely to run counter to the sentiment of
the constituents, and so endanger the party cause itself. This con-

sideration—generally paramount to all others in political matters

—

counted for nothing as against the prestige of our compatriot. In

spite of the fact that the Liberal party numbered among its English
members men of the calibre of Sir Richard Cartwright, Mills,

Jones, Edgar, Paterson, and Davies,—when Edward Blake was
forced by considerations of health to hand his marshal's bato7i to

a lieutenant, it was Laurier who w^as unanimously chosen to take

his place at the head of the party

.

The choice was unexpected, for it had appeared impossible.

Nevertheless, it was arrived at, unhesitatingly and without a dis-

sentient voice.

Has Laurier justified the confidence reposed in him, or has he
fallen short of the expectations of any of his admirers ?
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It was said of him by some: "A man may be a charming

speaker, a powerful reasoner and even an incomparable parliamen-

tary debater, and still lack the essentials for part}^ leadership. A
brilliant record in the service, and the courage of a very hero, do

not necessarily imply that their possessor has all the qualities

required in a general. An excellent private may make but a poor

captain. Will lyaurier lead as well as he has followed ?"

And what is the answer? So firmly and ably has the young
leader kept his footing, even on this treacherous ground, that the

choice of the party has been more than justified, the expectations of

his admirers more than realized. He has maintained an attitude

which has amazed—I should even say disconcerted them,—were it

not for the ambiguity of that expression.

Only recently one of the most influential of the English Liberals

said to me : "He is marvellous !" and the exclamation expresses

no more than the exact truth. For lyaurier is no ordinary leader.

Thoroughly equipped with information on every subject, always

ready at repartee, never to be caught off his guard, displaying

matchless prudence at every step, leaving nothing to chance
;

charming his friends by his calm self-confidence and boldness,

—

disarming his opponents by his courteous fairness, no less than he

confounds them by his sudden and brilliant attacks : he is never

guilty of a false move, never permits himself to be taken by surprise,

and, though he may not inflict a crushing defeat upon the enemy at

every encounter, it is rarely, indeed, that he is driven from the

field. It is, however, on occasions when some vital question has

to be disposed of, when the application of some important economi-

cal or humanitarian principle has to be pressed home, when the

supreme and critical blow which is to decide the fate of a campaign

must be dealt,—that Laurier rises to the full height of his moral

stature, and is able to spread the wings of his genius to their fullest

stretch.

At such times let the news be whispered abroad—let it be known
that " Laurier is to speak "—and the public will at once throng to

the House ; the galleries will be packed with eager listeners, all in

full expectation of witnessing a brilliant display and of hearing a

specimen of oratory worthy of figuring among the noblest records
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of parliamentary eloquence ; and no one, let me add, goes away

disappointed.

It was during his recent tour through the neighboring Province

of Ontario that our gallant compatriot gave, perhaps, the most con-

vincing evidence of all his qualifications for political chieftainship.

No one, unhappily, needs to be told of the intense prejudice

which, for two or three years previously, had been excited through-

out that part of the country against all of us who are of French

birth and of the Roman Catholic faith. A few fanatics, who saw in

public strife the hope of private advantage, had waved the brand of

discord and set the popular mind aflame. The old leaven of here-

ditary and half-forgotten hatreds was again fermenting everywhere,

and rights that were represented as being menaced formed a pretext

for arousing the hostility of a considerable portion of Ontario

against ourselves and our Province. The party chiefs resisted to

the best of their abilitj', and made Herculean efforts to stem the

tide, at the risk of being swept to their own destruction by its

angry waters. But, finding that in spite of all attempts to quell

the disturbance, the danger of more serious strife was increasing

every moment, the Liberals of the sister province decided that they

could not do better than summon Laurier to the rescue.

It is no part of my present task to point out the causes of this

deplorable outbreak, nor to decide upon whose shoulders should

justly rest the bulk of the responsibility thereby incurred. I will

confine myself to the statement, that for a party leader, who was

both a Frenchman and a Roman Catholic, to venture, as L,aurier

did, into Toronto itself, and there confront the furious cries of " No
Popery ! No French domination!" was more than heroic: it was

positively rash. " As well face a tiger in its lair," it was currently

said at the time. And when the young chief had accepted the

almost superhuman task that had thus been imposed upon him, the

conclusion very generally expressed was: "That's the last of

Laurier !"

Nevertheless. Wilfrid Laurier returned triumphant.

By what magic had he conquered ?

By the frankness and generosit}^ of his words ; by his eminently

conciliatory nature, which enables him, with such tact and time-



28 MEN OF THE DAY

liness to second the charm of gentleness by the mastering force

of decision ; by the breadth and liberaUty of his mind, which rises

without effort far above the paltry considerations that too often

sunder communities as well as individuals, and soars unfettered in

the calm atmosphere of philosophic and truly Christian tolerance.

Such, and such alone, were his weapons. Before them, fanaticism

could only sheathe its claws, and the whole host of prejudices beat

a retreat.

The meetings were crowded with opponents, some of them fully

determined to interrupt the speaker, to hiss him, to answer all

he might say by derisive yells, and to do their best to prevent

his even making himself heard. All of them went away, if not

converted and convinced, at any rate mollified and charmed.

Never had a public speaker found himself confronted with greater

obstacles to overcome, and never did one attack them more

victoriously.

In short, what had been dreaded as a formidable campaign, was
turned into a triumphal progress ; and the outcome of the last elec-

tions in the Province of Ontario bears testimony—perhaps more

than is generally recognised—to its successful results.

lyaurier's great power lies in the fact that he does not submit to

being mastered by circumstances, but masters them. It is not for

him to obe}', but to command. He is, moreover, uniform and con-

sistent throughout. The profound and philosophical cast of his

thought leads him to refer to first principles in all things, and

from first principles his methodic mind impels him to deduce

systematic results. We see in him a man governed not by

expediency, but by reason. Hence it is that all the achievements

of his career make up one compact and symmetrical whole. While

he is not by any means an Ideologist, in the narrow sense of the

word, he may be said to be under the domination of one germinal

and originative idea, which we may regard as the sjmthesis, so

to speak, of an intellect as diversified in its qualities as it is free

from confusion or complexity.

The idea to which I allude may be summed up in the phrase :

'

' Liberalism in the service of Patriotism.
'

" An advanced patriotism,

let me add, and a temperate lyiberalism. By an advanced patriotism,
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I mean a patriotism that is ])road and enlightened, and that dares

look the future in the face ; while I call that lyiberalism temperate

which has shaken off all the hyperbolisms and Utopian dreams

in which it is often wrapped in some of the countries of Europe.

Laurier sees far, because his standpoint is a loft}' one. For the

same reason, he perceives many things at one glance, and his eye is

the better able to take in the whole situation. To this fact we may
probably attribute that unity of thought in him, which, if I may
use the simile, gives the impression of his being carved, like a

marble statue, out of a single block. For, pliant and supple as is

Laurier' s eloquence, nothing is more rigid than his mental attitude

upon a question of principle. Like Lafontaine's oak, it may break,

but will never bend.

Ma)' it not be owing to the same cause that one is inclined

to regard him as somewhat of a fatalist ? He is no more disheart-

ened by a reverse than he is carried away by success, and greets

them both with a smile. His defeat in 1877 was a terrific blow,

dealt him full in the face. To have the ground thus give way
beneath his feet was so unexpected as it might possibly prove fatal

to all his hopes. I was one of a group of friends who were with

him on that memorable evening ; and we all felt crushed and over-

whelmed bjr the news. Not by so much as a hair's breadth, how-
ever, did his serene good temper van,- from its habitual calm ; nor

was there the suspicion of a tremor in his hand as he raised

his gla.ss to propose the health of " better daj'S to come."

In the face of facts like this, I find myself mentally querying

whether, in the calculations of a mind of so profoundly philosophi-

cal a ca.st as his,—good and evil fortunes are not entered up, like

the debits and credits in a cashier's books, as items in an account

that he recognizes to be necessary elements in the grand total.

As I have already said, Laurier is a patriot ; but a patriot of his

own day, and—odd as the expression may appear—of his own
country. There may be others among us who are more French in

spirit than he is ; that is to say, more enthusiastic in their devotion

to French institutions ; but there does not exist a truer Canadian.

Canada—not the Province of Quebec alone—is his fatherland. It

is upon Canada as a whole that his patriotic thoughts and hopes
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are constantly centred. He loves his own race, and is proud of it

;

but he strives to develop, both in himself and others, all that is

broad and lofty in that sentiment, and to divScourage any elements

of narrowness and exclusiveness which it may contain.

And now as to his Liberalism. The formula of it he has

borrowed in toto from the chosen high-priests of English Democracy,

and its spirit and essence he recognizes in the British Constitution
;

that Constitution which is, to adopt his own expression, elastic

enough to admit all new ideas, yet solid enough to serve as a bridge

between the institutions of the past and the aspirations of the future.

He is not, consequently, to 1)e counted among those who lament

beyond measure the turn of fortune which brought Canada under

British rule. He loves the political institutions with which that

rule has endowed us, and he makes no secret of the fact, either

in our own Province or elsewhere ; merely holding himself at liberty

for the future to do all he can to modify those institutions so as

to bring them into accord with the needs of changing times and

circumstances, whenever the interests of the country shall demand it.

As an orator, lyaurier does not indulge in rounded periods and

striking metaphors which aim solely at literar}^ effect. He does not

labour to find witty phra.ses and sonorous sentences,—nor does he

ever appeal solely to the sentiments and pas.sions of his audience.

He deals only in good sense, fairness and logic. The truth is

enough for him : the truth in all its beauty and purity, couched

in language that is accurate, scholarly, copious, and as melodious as

language can be, yet full of a virile energy which one divines,

rather than feels, under the nervous pungency of some phrase that

gushes out as limpid as the water from a rocky spring.

Here and there in his speeches you welcome some happily chosen

aphorism which sums up a whole situation ; or you are met by some

entirely new consideration, which is yet so obvious that you seem to

have felt it germinating in your own brain at the very moment that

the orator opened his lips to give utterance to it. Or, again, you

find yourself listening to one of those convincing phrases which

stereotype themselves in the memory as the solution of the question

under discussion ; one of those happy expressions, so sudden, so un-

expected, so clear-cut that they seem to have been struck like
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a medal in bronze, and are as enduring. Above all, you are con-

scious of a contagious ardour of conviction which is almost irresist-

il)le. You cannot listen to him for five minutes without saying to

yourself: "An honest man is speaking."— " F/r bonus dicendi

peritus.
'

'

Physically, Laurier is distinction itself, and would attract notice

in the most aristocratic gathering. He is tall, slight, and elegant in

figure ; while he commands respectful admiration by the dignity of

his carriage as well as by a certain unaffected, and, probably, un-

conscious grace, which is the ruling characteristic of his wiiole

personality.

His face is clean-shaven and his complexion pale. His features,

though not absolutely regular, are handsome. The eyes are deter-

mined, )-et kindly in their glance, while the mouth is singularly

expressive. His whole physiognomy denotes peace in himself and
good-will to others. His head—with its flowing and slightly curl-

ing hair (which is still abundant enough to form a generous frame

for his broad and thoughtful forehead)—rises erect and full of

dignity from his shoulders, with a noble air of authority, tempered,

however, by the suggestion of a sympathetic nature which is con-

veyed by his personal aspect as a whole. In short, there is a strik-

ing similarity between his physical and moral idiosyncrasies

—

between the character of his body and of his mind.

In his social relations I,aurier suffers no loss of the prestige that

distinguishes him in any other sphere. His affability and hospitality

under his own roof, the charm of his manner and conversation as a

guest, his generous open-handedness and open-heartedness on all

occasions and to all men, would have been sufficient to earn him
a reputation in society, had his renown as a statesman left room for a

rival distinction.

He possesses in addition that loftiest characteristic of strong

natures and of those whose merits have been established by fame,

that of never making any one feel conscious of his overwhelming
superiority. All are at ease with him. A great man in public ; an
amiable cavalier among the fair sex ; a genial companion among his

intimate friends,—his lips ever ready with a laugh as frank and
hearty as his words,—such is Ivaurier. After this portrait—as faith-
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ful a one as my hand has had the skill to trace—the reader will not

be surprised when I add that Laurier is the soul of honour, even
where his opponents are concerned. And they gladly proclaim the

fact. Sir John Macdonald, indeed, once remarked to somebody :

'

' I can trust Laurier without the slightest fear ; he is incapable of

breaking his word, even if he wished to do so."

I must not omit to mention, as crowning all the other excellences

of character I have enumerated, his admirable self-possession under
all circumstances of life. In short, we seek in vain for a flaw or

blemish in him. He presents a positively discouraging faultless-

ness. Is there anything, one asks, that this man lacks? Unhap-
pily, there is. He has no son to inherit his talents and his civic

virtues.

Childless as it is, however, Laurier's home is one of the plea-

santest a visitor could enter. I should try to describe it, were it not

that Mr. Willison, of the Globe, has already done so, in an article

entitled " Laurier at Home," with such a masterly pen that it

would be unwise for any one else to attempt it after him.

I will, therefore, content myself by adding to his my own re-

spectful homage and admiring testimony to Madame Laurier,—the

worthy companion of a man who, if he is not, like Papineau,

the type of my race, enjoys the no less enviable glor>^ of being

its model.

LOUIS fre:chette.
Montreal, 25th July, i8go.

[Translated by Arthur W. Gundry.]
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Canadian Cities and principal towns. Already our Stockholders are among the best Business
Men in Canada.

PIONEERS. We were among the first to go into Kootenay, and since have been pioneers
in bringing Kootenay to notice of Eastern people. Our President, Mr. W. H. Lynch, was
one of the first Canad'ians to invest in, develope and make these mines famous.

Guarantees of Good Faith. We always take the largest possible interest ourselves in

any properties or interests placed on the market by us, as we have more at stake than all

others. We shall never offer anything that is not, in our belief, exceptionally safe and pro-

mising, and are determined to establish an Unbroken Record ofsuccesses Without one single

Failure.

AS A MEDIUM through which the Eastern Investor may take advantage of this Western
Opportunity, with all rights assured and his interests safeguarded, ours is an

- - IDEAL PLAN OF OPERATION - -

On the lines flf Safety and Profit we challenge comparison with

any other available or possible Investment.

STOCK FULLY PAID UP ^'^ NON-ASSESSABLE ABSOLUTELY NO FURTHER CALLS

Kootenay!—A Talismauic Word— The Synonym of Success !

The Kootenay Mining Investment Co.
W. H. I,YNCH, President.

Address: TORONTO, MONTREAL, OTTAWA and QUEBEC.
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EDWARD BLAKE

Strange turmoil in the political world towards the close of 1871 !

For the ten nights succeeding the 8th of December, the dis-

gracefully shabby old chamber in the Legislative buildings in

Toronto looked actually gay, for its steep ungainly galleries were

vivified with tier on tier of those highly interesting natural orna-

ments—eager human faces. Night after night it had been so, and
" standing room only " could have been truthfully placarded on the

outer walls. Tickets for admission were at a premium, and hand-

somely dressed ladies were to be seen standing in the lobbies,

wearily, wearily waiting to gain access to the unusual spectacle

being presented within. Influential persons, who had failed to

secure places in the galleries, employed every device to get admitted

to the floor of the House, and so much was the privilege abused

that the crowd coming in behind Mr. Speaker's chair elbowed each

other within the space sacred to the representatives of the people.

It was certainly an unusual proceeding, only to be excused by

an unusual occasion.

The fighting instinct is strongly marked in people of British

blood. The word "British" is used advisedly, because it is,

perhaps, even more strongly exhibited in the Celtic character than

the Anglo-Saxon stock to which the term '

' British
'

' is most com-

monly applied. In all contests throughout the Empire, therefore,

there is an impulse to select champions, in whom the common mind
is more interested than in the actual principles they represent. It

was so in those December days, and the two sides represented in the

eager faces in the galleries were more concerned in the duel between.

Sandfield Macdonald and Edward Blake than the^' were in the

triumph of the principles that each supported. The respective
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champions ofifered such contrasts physically and mentally that, to

persons of any decision of character, there would be no hesitancy

of choice. On the one hand you had the white-haired, tall, spare

old man, entering his 71st year, battling to maintain the supremacy

dear to him as the breath of his nostrils. On the other you have a

young man, but, nevertheless, an exceedingly grave young man, of

more than the ordinary stature, flushed, elated and inspired by the

hope of ultimate triumph.

The Provincial Assembly had convened on the 8th of December,

1 87 1, the session following the general election. Parties then in

provincial politics, even more than in federal politics, were but

loosely organized or defined. The Government itself was a mixture,

some of its members having in pre-Confederation days belonged to

the Conservative party and others to the Reform party. So it was

that after the general election it was difficult to say which side

of the House, on a division, would have a majority. The meeting

of the Assembly was, therefore, looked forward to with great

interest. The ground of attack adopted by the young general of

the Opposition was skilfully cjiosen. He moved, in amendment to

the speech from the throne, a condemnation of the course of the

Government in the previous session in having appropriated a sum

of a million and a half of dollars for aiding railways, without

receiving the authority of Parliament as to what particular projects

were to be assisted. In eloquent speeches Mr. Blake and his

colleagues maintained that a great constitutional principle was

involved in the matter. A Government receiving carte blanche for

the expenditure of a million and a half of money might unscrupu-

lously use it to debauch constituencies and corrupt members, for the

sole purpose of perpetuating itself in power. The Ministerialists,

however, did not hesitate to affirm that the resolution was cunningly

devised to capture the votes of certain representatives whose consti-

tuencies had been ignored in the distribution of the good things.

Indeed, a shrewd politician of the present day has said more than

once on the public platform that he would take care not to do as

Sandfield Macdonald had done—heap up public treasure, to be even-

tually bought out of office with his own savings. Without depre-

ciating the importance of the principle involved in Mr. Blake's
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amendment, it must be admitted there is a great deal of point in

this homel}- summary of the situation.

The forensic duel raged, as has been said, for ten days and

nights. The excitement was at fever heat. The spectators ap-

plauded and were threatened with expulsion. The members said

bitter things of each other. The young leader of the Opposition

showed the calm and repose of a veteran. He in particular was
picked out for attack. He was declared to be cold-blooded, without

human sympathies, full of intellectual arrogance, and followed more
from fear than from love, etc. One of his colleagues, Mr. Archibald

McKellar, was instanced as a man of entirely different mould. It

was Mr. McKellar' s genial sunny nature that held the heterogeneous

mass of atoms known as "the Opposition" together. Mr. Blake

had patiently endured these personalities, but in a speech made on

the night of the 13th of December, deigned to notice them. Those

who had the good fortune to hear him on that occasion may con-

gratulate themselves. They may have heard him address meetings

of various kinds since, but it certainly never was the lot of the

writer to hear him play on the same strings as he touched them that

night. It would not be difficult to find in Hansard loftier themes

engaging his voice, but the determination of the Ministerialists

to paint him as a being apart from his kind^a mere intellectual

frigidity—disclosed a mine of deep feeling in his own breast, and a

capacity for touching a responsive chord in that of others, for which

he does not generally get credit. As one who had the privilege

of hearing him that night, I cannot, after this lapse of years, give a

verbatim quotation from the speech, but I remember the profound

impression some of its passages made on me, as on every one who
heard it ; and I remember the tremendous cheering that greeted his

reference to the attacks on himself.
'

' I know,
'

' he said, alluding to one of the taunts of his opponents,
" that I am not possessed of that affability and urbanity that distin-

guish my colleague on my left (Mr. McKellar), but I sometimes

venture to indulge the hope that I have some warm personal friends

among the gentlemen gathered around me, and it is ever m)^

endeavour to act so as to win their confidence and respect." It was
more the manner than the words of the speaker, the lowering of the
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voice, and the tremour in the accent that caused his followers to

break into vociferous hand-clapping, beating of desk-lids, and other

exhibitions of approval, which lasted some minutes, and in which

many in the galleries secretly joined. It was altogether a remark-

able episode, and doubtless made a deep impress on the minds of

the many 3'oung men present taking their first draught of political

wine.

A few days later Edward Blake was premier of his native

province.

His political career had been brief but notable. He was born in

the township of Adelaide, County of Middlesex, Ontario, on the

13th of October, 1833. His father, an Irish gentleman, having but

little knowledge of the hardships of life on a bush farm in those

early days, had settled down in the midst of the forest, proposing to

make for himself a home in the wilderness. He soon realized that

the task was not for such as he ; and his subsequent history shows

that, if he deemed his talents entitled him to occupy a more con-

genial sphere, he was not led astray by overweening self-esteem, for

the dissatisfied pioneer farmer became, in the fulness of time, Chan-

cellor of Ontario. He made Toronto his home, and here his son

Edward received his education. In his early school daj's, the boy

appears to have been more distinguished for omnivorous reading

than for persistent application to his text books. In 1847 ^^

accompanied his father on a European tour, an experience that did

much to expand the growing mind of the lad. The period of his

residence abroad was in those troublous times of '^^-'4.8, when the

very civilization of the Old World seemed jeopardized by the spirit

of democracy, then beginning to realize its infinite strength. We
can well imagine that many seed-grains of political speculation, to

be afterwards matured, were then implanted in Edward's mind.

When he returned to Canada he seemed to fully realize that this

was a serious world, in which it would not do to fold one's hands.

He took up his .studies w^itli redoubled vigour, and at this time

he formed a habit of indefatigable industr}^ which continued until,

in later life, the warnings of impaired health told him that even a

virtue may be carried too far. Without anticipating our story, it

may be said that Mr. Blake's labours in the da\-s when he was
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-winning his way at the Bar, and afterwards, when public duties

were added to his already pre-occupied hours, were simply herculean,

if labours of the brain can be appropriately so described. In due

course he entered University College, Toronto, and graduated with

first-class honours in classics. His father's profession had, from the

"very first, been his choice as an occupation, and he entered into its

study with an enthusiasm and energy which promised an earh-

subjugation of the equity half, at least, of the vast kingdom of

legal lore.

Edward Blake was not born with a silver spoon in his mouth.

It is true he was the son of the Chancellor, but he had to win his

way by his own talents. Many lawyers of the old school will

remember when Edward and his brother Samuel had their ofnces in

what was known as the Wellington Chambers, on the north-east

comer of Jordan and Melinda streets, Toronto. The}- will also

remember that the furniture and appointments were not indicative

of superabundant means in possession of the two brainy 5'oung men
who were to make such a mark in law and politics. There were a

good many law books about though, and they were well thuml:)ed,

too, and a great deal of their contents had been appropriated by the

fraternal partners, and was at the command of clients, for whom
they waited, but not in vain. The business, indeed, flourished

apace, undergoing, ever and anon, enlarging changes, but the

brothers Blake were always at the top, no matter how long the

string of partners grew.

In 1858 Mr. Blake married Mi.ss Margaret Cronyn, a daughter

of the late Right Reverend Benjamin Cronyn, Lord Bishop of the

Diocese of Huron. The mention of this name naturally suggests

the question of heredit}', a point that bears great weight with mau}-

students of character. Mr. Blake belongs to a family known as the

Blakes of Cashelgrove, in the County of Galway, Ireland, which,

by marriage, was connected in times past with the nobility of that

island. More than 130 years ago an ancestor, Dominick Edward

Blake, married a daughter of Lord Netter\-ille, of Drogheda. She

died, and this Dominick Edward took to himself another partner in

the per-son of a daughter of vSir Joseph Hoare, Baronet, of Anna-

hella, in the County of Cork. His second wife bore him four sons.
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One of his sons, also named Dominick Kdward, took orders in the

Church of England, and married Miss Anne Margaret Hume, eldest

daughter of Mr. William Hume, of Humewood, M.P. for the

County of Wicklow. Mr. Blake's father, William Hume Blake,

afterwards Chancellor of Ontario, was one of the fruits of this

union. William Hume Blake and his elder brother, another

Dominick Edward, on the conclusion of their collegiate course,

determined to seek their fortunes in Canada, a resolution which

they carried out in 1832. As has been already stated, William

Hume Blake struck into the forest, where the subject of our sketch

was born. It is not generally known that the man whom we know
as Edward Blake was christened Dominick Edward, like his great

grandfather, his grandfather and his uncle, but the first name has

never been used by him. Among the friends and neighbours who
accompanied the Blakes to Canada was the Rev. Benjamin Cronyn,

who subsequently became Bishop of Huron, and whose daughter,

many years afterwards, became the wife of Edward Blake. Thus
our lives seem to move in circles, ever receding, and yet ever touch-

ing and intermingling. Mr. Blake's family consists of three sons

and a daughter.

We are all familiar with the scriptural phrase, " many are called

but few are chosen." Politically, Edward Blake was both called

and chosen. About the time of Confederation, leading Reformers,

who saw of what vStuflF the son of their old ally, the Chancellor, was
made, began to urge Edward to take a part in public affairs.

These tempters met with such success that, in 1867, he offered

himself in South Bruce for the Provincial Assembly, and in West
Durham for the Federal Parliament. He was not only elected in

both, but immediately took a leading place in the two Houses.

The year following his entry to the local House, he was chosen

leader of the Opposition, and we,have already seen that, towards the

close of 1S71, he had succeeded in ousting his opponents from office.

Before this period, however, he had been offered by Sir John
Macdonald the Chancellorship of Ontario, a position which he

nevertheless saw fit to decline. A few years later he refused a still

greater honour, the highest judicial office in the Dominion,—the

Chief Justiceship of the Supreme 'Court.
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In 1872, on the abolition of dual representation, a measure

which he had warmly supported, he abandoned the local field, and

henceforth was to be seen in Provincial affairs no more.

On the wider stage of Dominion affairs, he had, since his advent

to the House, taken a foremost place in the councils of the

Opposition, and, as he rang down the curtain on one administration,

he was fated to give the conp de grace to another on a later and even

more historical day. This was in 1873, when the Government of

Sir John Macdonald fell. It was a striking tribute to Mr. Blake's

powers, that his party assigned him the task of following Sir John

Macdonald when that gentleman would deem it proper to answer

the remarkable charges that had been made against him. The

debate on the motion of want of confidence, moved by Mr.

Mackenzie, had gone on for days, but still the Chieftain held his

peace, and the member for South Bruce bided his time. The

batteries of oratorical artillery on each side of the House had

already discharged all their effective field pieces, and were now

reduced to a pitiful fire of musketry. And yet it was known that

there remained ready for the match two of the weightiest pieces,

loaded to the muzzle, whose discharge would turn the tide of battle

either one way or the other. As the hours and days sped by, the

imminence of the final salvo increased, and the capital was filled

with people who had travelled hundreds of miles to witness the last

dread discharge. The Premier entered on his defence on the 5th of

November, and spoke for five hours. It was an effort worthy of

the occasion, and is a specimen of forensic literature impossible to

read unmoved. When he sat down, Mr. Blake rose in a house

thronged in all its parts with hushed and expectant listeners. It

was certainly the greatest hour of his life. He had a terrible array

of facts, and thej-- lost not one sinister feature by his eloquent and

skilful handling of them. His logic w^as pitiless, but he preserved

throughout a gravity and dignity of thought and expression that

added tenfold to the weight of his arraignment. When he sat

down it was felt on all sides that the Government was doomed, and

the subsequent announcement that the administration had thrown

up the seals of ofiice was received without surprise.

In a mere sketch such as this, it would be futile to follow in
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detail the subsequent and well-known incidents in a career of which

we have shown two of the hours of triumph. Mr. Blake has

sustained many political reverses since then, has doubtless been

many a time weary unto death of the littleness, sordidness and

falseness of public life, and of some of its worshippers ; has suffered

in health by the Titan tasks he has imposed on himself, and now, at

the time of writing, he is, we will not say like Achilles, sulking

in his tent, but he is in his tent, and leaves other hands to wield

the spear against the Dardan hordes.

One circumstance may be mentioned here. It Vv'ould be difficult

to find, not alone in our annals, but in the annals of any country, a

public man of the first rank, who has profited so little and who has

positively made so many material sacrifices for the public service as

Mr. Blake. When he succeeded to power in Ontario, in 187 1, he

chose for himself an office to which no salary was attached. When
his party gained the treasury benches at Ottawa, he again contented

himself with a position in the cabinet without emoluments. Some

time before the election of 1887, he found that his health would not

warrant him in continuing the practice of his profession in addition

to the performance of his public duties. We all remember the

thrill of admiration that went through the community,—-an admira-

tion that even the Conservative newspapers could not refrain from

expressing,—when it was announced that he had determined to

abandon his professional work and devote his time to public affairs.

It meant the throwing up of the largest income ever earned by

a professional man in this country,—an income with which the

legitimate monetar}^ rewards of a minister in office would compare

very unfavourably indeed ; but when it is remembered that the man
who thus gave up a princely income was in the cold shades of

Opposition, the significance of the sacrifice may be better ap-

preciated.

As an orator and debater, Mr. Blake takes the very first rank.

In the initial sketch of this gallery, Mr. Waters draws some interest-

ing parallels between Sir John Macdonald and the late Lord

Beaconsfield. A similar set of coincidences and likenesses might

fairly be discovered in the characters of Mr. Blake and of that

Grand Old Man who was for so many years the late Earl's most
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prominent antagonist. Of Mr. Gladstone's fluenc}- of speech,

wealth of vocabulary, and force of invective, there is a full repro-

duction in the j^ounger statesman, as there is also a strong reflection

of the great Englishman in Mr. Blake's earnestness, probity,

reverence and Christian life. Mr. Disraeli more than once sneered

at his great rival's " fatal fluency," and if Mr. Blake has a fault as

a rhetorician, it arises from the very clearness and microscopic

power of his mental vision, which leads him, like Edmund Burke,

with whom he is not unworthy to be compared, into refinements,

discriminations and dialectic niceties not unlike the hair-splitting of

the schoolmen. His efforts might not inaptly be compared to the

productions of the pre-Raphaelite school of English painters, whose
philosophy is that every blade of grass in the field must be painted

before the meadow lives for the eye of the beholder, whereas a rival

produces the effect to the common gaze with a daub of Aellow paint

laid on with a palette knife. Pre-Raphaelitism in speaking is

useful and necessary in addressing a bench of judges, whose very

trade it is to discriminate differences and discover likenesses, indis-

coverable to a layman's less sharpened senses, but popular assemblies

love the broad and brief treatment that with a happy phrase sums
up a volume and creates a new force. Disraeli's "Peace with

Honour" moved Englishmen more than Niagaras of eloquence,

and Sir John Macdonald's "Tall Chimneys" routed Bastiat's

irresistible economics. Their amplitude is almost the only criticism

that one ever hears of Mr. Blake's speeches, and it is at least not an

amplitude of dulness. Their power, range of information, and
flawless reasoning, excite constant admiration, even on the part of

his opponents. When he resumed his seat last session, after his

remarkable deliverance on the policy of submitting constitutional

questions to the Supreme Court, a gentleman expressed to an old

parliamentarian his admiration of Mr. Blake's cogent and powerful

deliverance. "Yes," said the veteran, "he has been delivering

speeches as good as that and better for the past ten 3-ears, but when
the votes are counted he is alwa3-s with the minorit}-."

And that brings us to his character as a politician. It has

always appeared to me unfortunate, from one point of view at least,

that Mr. Blake should have leaped into the political arena full-
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fledged, like Minerva all-armed from the head of Jove. We have

seen that he left his barrister's chambers to lead a political party.

He came into that bustling throng with the bloom still glistening

on the enthusiasms of youth. He had an unshaken belief that

high-mindedness, purity of purpose, self-abnegating labour, and the

eloquence of conviction had but to appear to send political sinners

howling to their hiding-places. It was but necessary to blow on

his magical horn, and the walls of Jericho would tumble to their

foundations. If a mixing of metaphors may be pardoned, he

deemed that a Sir Galahad was what the political world required,

and the bitterest draught he has had to drink has doubtless been

the realization that all the false knights were not in Heathenesse,

but some of them, at least, were his companions about the round-

table. An apprenticeship might have revealed these bitter truths

before any mistakes had been made.

It has been said that it is the part of a leader of men to take

them as he finds them, with all their imperfections. Out of the

rude material that comes to his hand he must build the faultless

structure. If Mr. Blake has realized that the average man is not

so much moved by patriotism, reason, and righteousness, as by an

earnest year^iingjafter the loaves and fishes, he is not the first noble

spirit to whom that conviction has come chilly home.

As a lawyer, Mr, Blake occupi' s an undisputed position. Any

of his great legal contemporaries are proud to take a second place

to him. His incomparable qualifications as a counsel were strik-

ingly exhibited in the Manitoba railway crossings case, which he

argued last year before the Supreme Court. In that case the

greatest lawyers in the Dominion appeared, and it is no disparage-

ment to them to say that Mr. Blake's refulgence was rather height-

ened than impaired by the proximity of great lights with whom he

could be compared.

What is now to be the mission of this undoubted power in the

body politic ? For two sessions he has been a simple soldier in the

ranks Last session he was something more than this. Tem-

porarily, at least, he seemed to have stepped out of the lines of both

hosts, and played the role of a candid and independent critic. It is

frequer^ly affirmed that there is no possibility of a man of marked
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character maintaining himself in a deliberative assembly outside of

the party fold. If that is true, it is a pity. It seems to me that

such a one, endowed with ]Mr. Blake's qualifications for enacting

such a part, would possess tremendous influences for good. I am
confirmed in this opinion by the events of last session. The

unusual spectacle was then afforded of the Government accepting

an important suggestion, involving a weighty principle, made by a

gentleman not only not a member of the party in power, but actually

affiliated with its opponents. The value of Mr. Blake's contribution

to the Rykert debate was immeasurably enhanced b}^ the quasi-

judicial position which he seemed to occupy. No, I cannot help

but think that the true meaning of the phrase "Tribune of the

People" would be realized in the person of a man of high talent

who weighed the questions that came before Parliament with

scrupulous and impartial judgment and delivered himself accord-

ingly. The people, who are frequently terribly befogged and

mystified amid the clamours of partj^, would hear and heed above

the din such a voice, as of one crving in the wilderness.

After all, who shall appraise the value of a mhn's lifework !

What standard shall we set up ? Shall those only be accounted

benefactors of their race who have climbed or cawh^d into the

world's high places? Shall Cromwell be held in grateful memory

while Pym and Hampden are forg<>tten.? "I'd rather be right than

President," sums up the whole moral law, and the public man who
follows its principle unflinchingly, tuicoerced, self-respecting to the

end, will have more right to live in the annals of his country than

those lobby and caucus statesmen whose sole possession is that

sixth sense, as Carlyle calls it—an itch for antecedence of their

fellow-creatures.

Mr. Blake appears to have voluntarily and permanently retired

from leadership, and his political career is . ometimes spoken of as a

failure by political adversaries. From this Judgment there are, I am

sure, thousands of Canadians who will dissent. If his abiliftes

have shed a lustre on our Parliaments ; if his purity of purpose has

heightened the tone of public life ; if his private character has

shown that politics need not be disassociated from lofty living and

the practice of Christian virtues ; if his renunciation of a princeh'
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income and scorn of emoluments have helped to eradicate from the

minds of the people the idea that politician and spoilsman are

synonymous terms, then, I think, that Mr. Blake's best friends can

scarcely regret that for twenty-three years he has placed his talents

at the service of his country.

It may be permitted me in closing this inadequate sketch to

insert here two brief extracts from Mr. Blake's utterances to give

the reader some idea of his power as a speaker. The first is from

his remarks in seconding the address of condolence with Her

Majesty Queen Victoria on the death of her son, the Duke of

Albany. It was delivered on the 3rd day of April, 1884 :

"The position of the deceased prince," said Mr. Blake, "was

especially trying, living as he was all his short life under the

shadow of that doom which has at length overtaken him, and

which, however much it may have weighed on his secret spirit,

never seemed to have overborne him in those exertions which he

made for the public good. That delicacy of constitution to which

reference has been made, would naturally make him all the dearer

to his mother's heart, and make this loss of him, over whom she

must have watched so anxiously all this time, even severer than if

he had been of that more robust constitution which happily is

enjoyed by the other members of the royal family. We may

address her, then, from the bottom of our hearts, in the language of

the poet whom I have already quoted :

'Break not, O Woman's heart, but still endure;'

We may say to her, speaking in the name of the Canadian people,

that we do indeed mourn the early extinguishment of that young

life, and we respectfully lay at her feet our tribute of sympathy

with the sorrow of her who survives to mourn that loss."

The extract which follows, in a different key, is the concluding

portion of the speech already mentioned which preceded the fall of

the Government in 1 8 73, It was delivered on the night of the 4th

of November in that year :

" This night or to-morrow night," he said, " will see the dawn of

a brighter and better day in the administration of public affairs in

this country. I have never claimed for myself or my friends that

we are the embodiment of purity, and that all the gentlemen who
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sit opposite are corrupt. Far from it ; I cannot be so ungenerous ;

but I desire that we, who are advancing these views to-night, shall

be judged by them for all time to come ; that in whatever situation

my friends around me may be placed, the position we have taken,

the ground upon which we stand, will be held as the only sound

and true ground. We are here to set up once again the standard of

public virtue. We are to restore once again the fair fame of the

country, which has been tarnished ; we are here to brighten, if we
may, that fame ; we are here to purge this country of the great

scandal and calamity which those who are entrusted with the

conduct of its affairs have inflicted upon it. We cannot even by

the act of justice which we are about to perform ; we cannot even

by the solemn judgment which we are about to render ; we cannot

even, by the purgation we are about to effect, wipe away, in other

eyes and amongst other peoples, altogether the stain and shame

which has fallen upon the land. I have no feelings of joy at this

result. I deeply deplore the truth of these facts ; but I am one

of those who believe that what has to be deplored is the existence

of facts, and not the discovery of them. I do not understand that

Spartan virtue which deems a theft no crime as long as it is

undiscovered. I do not understand that morality which will per-

mit a crime unseen, but is deeply shocked and alarmed for the

credit of the country should the crime become known. Sir, j-ou

will not eradicate the festering sore by healing the skin above it.

You must lance it and cleanse it and get good healthy flesh to grow

around it. Painful though the task may be, arduous though it is,

I believe it is about to be accomplished. The night is far spent,

the day is at hand. I trust and hope when the vote is rendered

it will be rendered on this occasion by every man amongst us with

reference to those principles of public virtue which he would apply

in his own transactions as the standard between himself and his

neighbour. Let us not be carried away bj' the absurd notion that

there is a distinction between the standards of public and private

virtue. Let us not be carried away by the notion that that may be

done in secret which it is a shame to be known in public ; let our

transactions be open ; and as the shame exists, as it has been dis-

covered, as it has been conclusively established, as it has been con-
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fessed, let us by our vote,—regretfully it may be,—give the perpe-

trators of it their just reward."

Mr. Blake is equally strong in invective, in irony, in repartee,

and in a species of satirical badinage that fairly withers that on
w'hich it lights, and a collection of his parliamentarj- utterances

would illustrate the truth that our English tongue is truly a harp of

a thousand strings. Such an anthology would be no mean memorial
of one of Canada's greatest sons.

JOHN A. EWAN.
Ottawa, 2oth January, 1891.
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Here we are in 1867 at the first breath of the Canadian Federa-

tion. Nobody is free from anxiety, for the drama of a people's

future will begin to be played in a few days before the electoral

footlights. What will this Confederation be ? The Minotaur which

devours maidens, or the Angel which keeps watch over nations?

The political chiefs have sounded the first blast on the trumpet

;

and the people, restless as they are, have now but to cast themselves

into the tempest of a general election, unique in passion, uncertainty

and grave issues.

Montreal, which had been the hearth-stone of the anti-Federal

resistance, was more than ever the seat of war. A goodly con-

tingent of the Con.servative youth, under the leadership of L. O.

David, Ludger Labelle, and Honore Mercier, had just quitted the

old camp. Lanctot had made himself the idol of the workingmen

by a diabolical campaign, and still Sir George Cartier, the true

author of Confederation, had to secure his election in the city of

Montreal, which had given him, in 1863, a bare majority of 37.

It was at the very highest pitch of what may be called that

political debauch that Sir George Cartier held his first public

meeting on Craig street. The two opposing factions were drawn up

in battle array. By his co-operative stores, by the ceaseless propa-

ganda of r Union Nationale—an exceptionally bright newspaper,

—

by his deplorable lies and his still more deplorable demagogism,

Lanctot had succeeded in cajoling almost the entire labouring class

of Montreal. Ludger Labelle, Sir George's old friend, the very

type of a keen, cunning conspirator,—himself an Opposition can-

didate—had in his turn provoked the withdrawal of several Conser-

vatives, while the old Liberal school kept all its adherents. Cartier



50 MEN OF THE DAY

then had but the cahii, upright portion of the people, which sees

clearly, judges accurately, but is never impulsive.

From the first moment it was easy for the organizers of the

Conservative committee to realize how far the election of their chief

was jeopardized. Sir George Cartier was received with hooting and

hissing, and vainly tried to get a hearing. The excited crowd

groaned as if it were a volcano in eruption. Suddenly the pale

face of a beardless youth appears in the window beside Sir George.

Is this magic ? The crowd is seized as if by some invisible force,

which suddenly imposes silence on its potent fury. Then a voice,

clear and penetrating, throws a word or two above the tumult, and

lo ! the populace is conquered. This young man has just pro-

nounced a few words, a phrase or two ;
now he speaks

;
now he has

his way ; now for a full hour he hurls back at the mob the eulogies

of him they wished to stone.

The name of this young man was Joseph Adolphe Chapleau.

That very morning he had, against the will and the commands

of Cartier, been elected by acclamation member for Terrebonne ;

and he it was who, that same evening, saved the Conservative chief,

and perhaps Confederation, by breaking down the blind opposition

which had been decided on against it. For at that opportune

moment the throwing open the doors to free and loyal discussion

was equivalent to affording a chance for winning back the insensate

populace and restoring confidence in all the counties, and in all the

provinces of the new Dominion.

For the rest, Mr. Chapleau's reply to Sir George, who came after

this speech to thank him heartily, discloses the whole man : "There

is no need, Mr. Cartier ; it is not for you that I did it !" This goes

to show that I have to paint the portrait of a man full of devotion

and impulsive goodness, but firm and proud as a knight of the

Middle Ages ; unable to withstand the prayer of the weak, but

brave as a lion against the onslaught of the mighty. Those who wish

to know well the many-sided character of Mr. Chapleau will unlock

the solution of the problem only with this key. He has all account

of virtue in a corner of the human heart ; he has, too, all the tender

and enlightened weaknesses which God has placed to the indepen-

dence of a powerful intellect conscious of its own dignity and worth.
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A man may combine great talent, fascinating eloquence, excep-

tional brilliancy of intellect, but Mr. Chapleau, who has all this,

would not be the brilliant personality of to-day if he did not possess

also that dualit}' of temperament which has made him a leader

of men. What a marvellous organization ! Take him in repose,

at rest from his labours, so to speak
;
you will find him a charming

talker, inexhaustible, without affectation, unconsciously filling you
with delight and astonishment as he passes

" From grave to gay, from lively to severe,"

throwing right and left brilHancy by the handful. Stir him up a

little, start a discussion, challenge him to make an estimate of a

man or of a work, and he will bring you without an effort into the

loftiest spheres as if he had devoted his whole life to the study

of the sciences or of philosophj-. Try a joust in the tournament of

wit, and he will make the sparks fly. Then you will understand

what is meant when people talk of a man quick, even terrible, at

repartee.

Now suppose you try this grand organ at its full pitch ; take

note of its compass in a moment of intensity. To drop figurative

language for a moment, look at the man in the House, on the

hustings, at the Bar, when everything about him is instinct with
energy, sparkles, quivers, while a hundred thousand sensations

within him are let loose, while an electrical storm seems to rend

him, and magnetism comes forth from him as freely as water from a

well saturated sponge. This is an experience which you will not

meet often in a lifetime. For my part, I have never seen another

like him.

It would be ironical flattery to represent him as always eloquent,

alwa3'S on a loftier plane than other men, always soaring, always
victorious. Permanent greatness is not of this world, and if he
were always in the enjoyment of it, then intercourse with Mr.
Chapleau would be embarrassing and wearisome. Eloquence is

made only for great occasions.

Perhaps it is abroad that Mr. Chapleau has touched the highest

peak of oratory. It was at Bordeaux in 1881. The magnates of

that town had entertained him at a banquet. The man's artistic

nature was still freshly impregnated with the ineffable emotion of
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his first brotherly reception in old France, and he was perhaps the

onl}^ Canadian who had then received such a public tribute. What
he said there I no longer know, but what I do know is that, when

he took his seat, all these hard-headed men of business, these cold

plutocrats, these millionaires, were profoundly moved, and declared

that since they had heard the great French orators, from Lacordaire

to Gambetta, they for the first time were equally impressed by the

orator}^ of another.

Human eloquence will probably never surpass Mr. Chapleau's

speech at the fete St. Jean Baptiste of 1S84, and all contemporary

narrators recollect the thrill which went through the audience,

when, with inspired eye and brow enwrapped with a veritable halo,

his voice quivering with emotion, Mr. Chapleau pronounced that

memorable discourse. He has had so many oratorical triumphs

that it is difficult to discriminate as to their value. From him the

public has heard masterpieces extemporised in a couple of minutes,

as well as models of academic eloquence, which, literally and with-

out figure, enraptured his hearers. The extraordinary success of

his speech at Toronto, at the banquet tendered to Sir John

Macdonald in December, 1884, has become a tradition in Ontario.

As a model of parliamentary eloquence, I know nothing more

striking than the peroration of his great speech on the sale of the

Q.M.O. & O. Railway in 1882, in the Legislative Assembly of

Quebec. Who could have thought that, after an elaborate effort of

fourteen or fifteen hours, he could have kept vigour enough to draw

a word picture so perfectly designed as that which, on the spur

of the moment, he made of political adventurers.

Mr. Chapleau is of French-Canadian birth. His father, the late

M. Pierre Chapleau, was one of the most admirable types of our

race. Six feet tall, well made, of a commanding presence, he

inspired respect as much by his uprightness of character, his

exceeding sense of honour, his scrupulous integrity, as by his noble

aspect. Without education, a masonry contractor bj^ trade, he

would have been quite at home in a gathering of men distinguished

either in Society or Letters. Needless to say how strong was the

affection of such a child for such a father. In a model of eloquence,

of that eloquence of the heart felt alike by hearer and reader, the
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Secretary' of State pays this tribute to his father's worth :

— " Proud

am I of the people from whom I come and to whom I owe all that

is dear to me. The brave and honest man whose memory I cherish,

who gave me life and who has been all too soon taken from the

bosom of his family, was for me an honourable representative of

the Canadian workingman. I have said already that the greatest

eulogy which could be made of him is that, during his life, he was

satisfied with this one precept and this simple rule of life : To
work, to love, and to pray. From the modest home in which his

affections, his pride, and his hopes were centered, he loved, and he

knew for fifty years of active life only two paths,—one to his work
and the other to the church. At the end of the former of these two

ways was the source whence flowed profits and comfort for his

family ; at the end of the second was the fountain of encourage-

ment and gratitude of success, of consolation and strength of soul

in the days of adversity. Hardly can one dream of a better, a

happier life. It is the full discharge of the duties of humanit}^

;

the observance of that mysterious and admirable law of expiation

and renewing of man by labour ; the joj-s, the benefits, and the

fruits of love, crowned by the veneration and the worship of the

Almighty. Nor do I deceive myself when I say that such is the

life of the mass of the moral, quiet workingmen of this country."

Recalling the experiences of his childhood, rekindling into a

glowing flame, with filial breath on the old domestic hearthstone,

the ever warm ashes of sacred memories, Mr. Chapleau has been led

naturally to a study of that great labour problem, a stumbling block

of governments. Demagogues, too vaulting in ambition, exceed in

its discussion the bounds of common sense
;

governments, too

conservative, lose their heads and exaggerate the needs of resistance.

Upon himself for a long time past Mr. Chapleau has imposed the

duty of the solution of this vexed question, and he can lawfully

claim in this complex work, bristling with difficulties, his undoubted

share of success. He, in the labour question, may be said to have

acted with the same agility as characterises a player who takes

the ball "on the hop."' A vacanc}' for the Commons occurs at

Montreal, that is to say, at the very heart of Canadian industrial

interests. While others are looking around thinking it needful
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to hunt Up a candidate who, according to tradition, should have a

name, a social position, influence, Mr. Chapleau knocks at the door

of a labouring man whose merit he had, with one glance, discerned.

He does not trouble himself either with astonished public opinion

or with hesitation from influential quarters, or even with certain

apparently justifiable insubordination ; he sees afar off, he knows

whither he goes, and he makes a labouring man a member for

Montreal.

What he has accomplished since then in this direction all know.

Without claiming for him the paternity of the Labour Commission,

it can at least be said that he rocked the cradle of it with fatherly

solicitude. In fact it was to him that his colleagues entrusted the

conduct of the enquiry for the Province of Quebec, and later on it

was he whom the Government selected for the co-ordination of the

voluminous documents furnished by all parts of the Dominion. In

18S9 the Paris Exhibition opened up new avenues for the study

of this labour question. The English colonies were not free to take

an official part in it ; but the Secretary of State took it on himself

to counsel one of his old Commissioners to follow the proceedings

of the great Labour Congress ; then, on Mr. Helbronner's return,

he causes his colleagues to recognize a report on "Social Economy"

which will always remain useful and precious to the public men

of our country. Besides, Mr. Chapleau has already set himself to

modify legislation on the labour question so as to protect the

working classes without affrighting or threatening capital. But let

us turn aside from this natural digression to resume the work of

the biographer.

Madame Chapleau, the mother of the Secretary of State, was a

remarkable woman, and we believe that the present case confirms

the theory generally received that all brilliant men have resembled

their mothers. The talent and admirable management displayed

by this excellent woman in bringing up, with the limited means at

her disposal, seven children, all of high intelligence, and who

all made a course of study in our houses of Superior Education, is

something hardly credible.

It was at St. Therese, the 9th of November, 1840, the Prince

of Wales' birthday, that Joseph Adolphe Chapleau first saw the
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light. He commenced his course at the " College Massoii," Terre-

bonne, and, after his rhetoric, he thought of going into business.

But evidently a thirst for learning possessed him, as some time after

^ve find him making his course of philosophy at the Seminary

of St. H^-acinthe.

Mr. Chapleau's sojourn at St. Hyacinthe may be considered

as the good fortune of his life, for he was there during the beautiful

magisterial rule of the Reverend Mr. Desaulniers ; and he imbibed

from this great philosopher, this magnificent interpreter of St.

Thomas, the healthful notions which have been at the base of his

career, the exact knowledge which gives so much authority and

irrefragable common sense to his pronouncements. Everj-body

knows that Mr. Chapleau is a sincere Catholic. Completelj' devoid

of bigotry, he is, however, never afraid of proclaiming his faith
;

and in the House of Commons and at banquets, the most essentially

English and Protestant, he has rendered homage to the Catholic

Church and to the Canadian clergy with an eloquence which will

bear fruit long after he shall have quitted this mortal scene.

In 1 86 1 Mr. Chapleau was called to the Bar. He entered the

law firm of Moreau and Ouimet, and later into that of Mousseau,

Chapleau and Archambault, then into that of Carter, Church and

Chapleau, and finally into that of Chapleau, Hall, NichoUs and

Brown. Let us note, by the way, as a curious coincidence, that the

Honourable Mr. Mercier. now Premier of Quebec, made a part of

his law course under him.

On the 25th November, 1874, he married Miss Marie-Louise

King, the remarkably gifted and distinguished daughter of Colonel

King, of Sherbrooke, who contributes greatly to her husband's

prestige.

He was elected for the first time in 1867 to the Local House for

the County of Terrebonne, which he has since always represented

and from which he cannot be dislodged b}' his opponents. He was

named Queen's Counsel in 1873, Commander of the Order of St.

Gregory in 188 1, and Commander of the Legion of Honour in 1882.

He is a Profes.sor of International Law in Laval University, which

has conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Laws.

Mr. Chapleau entered the Ouimet Cabinet as Solicitor-General
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the 27th of February, 1873, and left it on the 8th September, 1874,

upon the voluntary resignation of that Government. On the 27th

January, 1876, he entered the De Boucherville Government as

Provincial Secretary, a position which he held up to the Letellier

coup d'etat. After the Provincial Elections of May, 1878, he became

leader of the Conservative party at Quebec, and on the 30th

October, 1879, after having overthrown the Joly Government, he

was sent for by Lieutenant-Governor Robitaille to form a Cabinet.

In this government he himself took the portfolio of Railways and

Public Works. On the 29th of July, 1882, he resigned, to be

replaced by the Honourable J. A. Mousseau, while he himself

succeeded the latter at Ottawa as Secretary of State of Canada.

The 4th of July, 1884, he was sent to British Columbia as President

of the Royal Commission on Chinese immigration. On this subject

he published a remarkable report ; and the suggestions put forth by

him and adopted by the Government, averted a crisis which threat-

ened grave complications in the Pacific Province. Some years ago

he established the Government Printing Bureau at Ottawa, a work

of enormous importance and which his influence alone has made a

success.

Ill health has cruelly tried Mr. Chapleau, and he would probably

have gone to " the bourne whence no traveller returns," if he had

not withdrawn from the Provincial Leadership in 1882. After

entering the Cabinet at Ottawa, he was enabled to pass the summer

and autumn in Europe, then the winter in Southern California. As

his mother, one of his brothers, and one of his sisters died of

consumption, the same fate threatened him ; and it was only by

reason of the precautions taken at that critical time that he was

saved, and remains to-day without the least trace, or even the least

threat, of his old malady.

Without fear of contradiction it can be said that few personalities

loom larger in public esteem and admiration in the Dominion

of Canada than Mr. Chapleau. It could not well be otherwise with

a man of his talent, who has been a militant politician since 1859,

that is to say, for thirty-two years ; who has been a member of the

Legislature and of Parliament for twenty-four years ; a member of

different Cabinets for fifteen j^ears ; who may be truly said to have,
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single-handed, overthrown the Joly Government, and who has been

First Minister of the Province of Quebec.

Upon his head he has drawn as much hatred as he has gained

friendship and devotion. He has taken part in all great events,

figured in all great circumstances, put his hand to all great and

good movements, inaugurated a thousand reforms. The recital

of his success at the Bar seems, as it were, drawn from a fairy tale.

Judges and juries became the sport of his eloquence, as soft wax in

the hands of a moulder. When the Conservative youth rose against

Sir George Cartier, in 1865, he it was who broke that dangerous

movement by pronouncing boldly for Confederation. Had Chapleau

allied himself with that movement, all the younger generation

would to-day be Liberal. His attitude it was in the Legislative

Assembly which determined the abolition of the " double mandate."

It was he who renewed the commercial relations between France

and Canada by placing a public loan on the Paris market, by intro-

ducing the Crcdit-foncicrfranco-caiiadien into Canada, and by placing

in France a Commissioner-General for Canada. Before the creation

of the Credit-fonder, property mortgaged had to pay seven and eight

per cent, interest. The rate of interest fell immediately to six per

cent. ; it is now five and a half, not only for the Province of Quebec,

but for all Canada ; for this institution, now powerful, exists officially

in the other Provinces, in several of which it has enormous interests.

He it was who realized for the Province of Quebec eight millions

of dollars by selling the North Shore Railway. This act, which

has procured for him so many insults, will perhaps be his greatest

title to glory, for it is a matter of public notoriety to-day that the

Pacific Company, which made the purchase, would be disposed

to lose some milhons upon the original price, could a purchaser be

found. It is sufficient to read the reports which he published then

as Minister of Railways to see how clearly he foresaw the construc-

tion of the Canada Atlantic and the Smith's Falls line of the

Pacific, two rival roads which reduced to a relative insignificance

the old Q. M. O. & O. Railway.

Mr. Chapleau it was who, at the great political tournament at

Sainte-Croix, in 1875, secured the triumph of the Conser\^ative

cause by infusing into the electorate the most absolute confidence in
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the result of the general contest. When he put upon the pro-

gramme of his Government, in 1879, the encouragement of butter

and cheese-making, the Opposition greeted the declaration to that

effect by bursts of laughter. While his adversaries could not rise

above the level of treating the matter as a joke, Mr. Chapleau saw

far enough to know that he was gifting the Province of Quebec

with one of the most flourishing industries she will ever have.

No wonder then that a man who so uniformly and so consistently

put at the disposal of his country the benefit of his precious

qualities, should to-day be the idol of the people. Unheard-of

successes were won by him, such as the complete reversal of popular

feeling in a parish by a single discourse, as at St. Guillaume in

1877, which entailed the defeat in Arthabaska of the Honourable

Mr. Laurier ; and the people remained fascinated by these achieve-

ments which are traditional.

He has been the champion of railways in this country, and his

eloquent word it was which revived in the Provincial T^egislature

the old subsidy to the North Shore Railway and obtained one for

the Northern Colonization Road, thus taking the original steps

toward a national railway policy.

He had his share in contributing to the success of these finan-

cially perilous enterprises ; and he can boast of having directly

brought about the building of five lines of railways, the Laurentides,

the Pontiac, and the continuation of the St. Jerome, by his active

and persistent co-operation, and the St. Eustache and Joliette roads,

by his official and personal protection.

Adversaries in search of arguments have represented him as a

restless, ambitious spirit, and have even wished to make him out an

intriguer. Nothing can be more false. When, in 1875, he had only

to say a word to overthrow the De Boucherville Cabinet, of which

he had good reason to complain, he gave it a support so firm and so

vigorous that the crisis was avoided. In 1880 he refused to enter

the Dominion Government because he did not think he had com-

pleted the re-constitution of the Local Conservative party in the

Province of Quebec.

In 1884, when the Government at Ottawa seemed determined to

refuse the Province of Quebec its just demands, regarding the debt
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contracted for the building of the North Shore Railway as part of

the Canadian Pacific Railway, almost all the Quebec contingent to

the Federal Parliament begged him to take their lead in forcing the

Government's hand. He had only a word to say (at least the

probabilities authorize the statement) to hold the destiny of the

Cabinet in his own hands ; but he remained thoroughly loj'al to Sir

John, knowing that justice would be done in the end without

violence. His loyalty and the excellence of his political judgment

were equall}' conspicuous in 1879, when the Marquis of Lome
refused to sanction the dismissal of Lieutenant-Governor Letellier de

Saint-Just. The French-Canadian Conservatives were almost

unanimous in accusing Sir John's Government of weakness, and, at

a meeting held in IMontreal b}- the most influential Conservatives, to

protest against the retention of the Lieutenant-Governor, Mr.

Chapleau stood alone against the excited crowd of his own friends

in combatting the violent tactics the}' wished to trj*.

When Riel was executed, Mr. Chapleau could have become King

of the Province of Quebec. The Liberals united with the Conser-

vative members in begging him to put himself at their head.

There is no doubt that his action would have entailed the fall of the

Government at that time and that he would have returned to power

with an immense strength. One can get an idea of it b}- the wholly

unexpected strength which this incident alone suddenl}- gave to Mr.

Mercier. What would this weapon not have been in the hands of a

man whose prestige was already so firmly established ? For all men
of sense and moderation, Mr. Chapleau gave, in these circumstances,

proof of a courage and a self-denial which the purest disinterested-

ness could not surpass.

It is now generally admitted that his talents and his services

have not had an opportunity of achieving all that the}' could at

Ottawa, since it is unheard of that a Minister should have remained

eight years simply Secretary- of State ; that is to say with a portfolio

carrying no patronage. In our constitutional system, patronage is

as necessary to popularit}^ as the air is essential to the lungs.

Generally a Minister is beloved according to the services which he

can render, or the favours which he can distribute. There is no

doubt that Mr. Chapleau has been obliged, as others, to experience
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sometimes the curious exigencies of politics, but, nevertheless, from

him a complaint has never been heard. The fact is that he has

never troubled himself to find out if his role in the Government

was an indifferent or an essential factor. Political duty attracts him

as the pole attracts the magnet. We have seen him throw himself

into the melee always with the same impetuosity and the same

devotion, winning elections thought impossible, in Montreal East,

in Richelieu, in Napierreville, and God knows that Mr. Chapleau is

a man of elections. There it is that he reveals that wonderful com-

bination of faculties, power of work, fecundity of genius, firmness

and suppleness, personal magnetism, incessant activity, nature of

iron, which delights amidst sleepless nights, storms, cold, rugged

roads, dangers, as the halcyon in the tempest ; and with all this,

rapidity of decision and a memory of details still more important

than the conception of the whole. In 1878 he went personally into

eighteen counties and they were gained. In 1881, as Prime

Minister, he made a journey through the Province, went into each

riding, stirred up the masses by his eloquence, and held them by his

talent as an organizer so well that he carried all the counties through

which he had passed, that is to say, fifty-three seats out of sixty-five.

At the Federal elections of 1887, he had a moment of hesitation in

face of the powerlessness in which he found himself, and which made

him at a glance foresee a defeat in the province. And one can see

what an immense influence he exercised over the Conservative party

in Quebec, which was then almost paralyzed. The day he entered

the hall of the Conservative Association at Montreal, there was

a frantic cry, there were transports which lasted during the whole

time of the elections. From that moment not a Conservative had

the slightest doubt as to success, and, as a matter of fact, Mr.

Chapleau regained all the counties lost .six months before in the

Provincial elections.

To this long array of brilliant and solid qualities one must

be added of no less importance, but of a kind likely to excite

surprise in this artist nature ; for this particular specialty is wholly

prosaic and "of the earth earthy." Mr, Chapleau is a man of

business. He will speak about financial operations like an

economist ; about banking just as a bank manager ; about small
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savings just as a simple householder ; about the building of railways

just as a railroad president ; and all this in no theoretical or

visionarj' way, but in a fashion the most practically orthodox,

minute and provident. Thus the Montreal City and District

Savings Bank, placed so high in the world of finance, has lost

nothing by electing him as one of its directors, any more than the

French bankers find that they have made a mistake by naming him

President in Canada of the Credit-foncicr.

Another quality much admired in him is the absence of all

rancour. He has given blows enough in his life not to be surprised

at receiving some in return. He has been sometimes abandoned,

betrayed by some friends, threatened by others, deceived, played

with, insulted. These reverses and griefs he bears with dignity ;

but he never suffers a chance to escape of effecting a reconciliation

when circumstances render it honourable. His friends know this

well. He can handle them roughly, use them harshly, refuse them

the good offices asked for even in an ungracious way, neglect them,

vex them, perhaps, by remarks too sharp, but the first moment

of ill-humour over, they confess that they love him too much to

keep this in mind. This indulgence is the result of his sincerity,

which no man doubts. It is well known that if he is guilty of a

fault, it is only through excessive frankness ;
and in reality this

venial fault is nothing more than a very great quality essential in a

leader of men. Wherefore, Mr. Chapleau can boast of a picked

body of friends—faithful, devoted, soHd, and remarkably intelligent.

He is a parliamentary tactician of the first order. From the

time that he took the leadership of the Conser\^ative party at

Quebec, never has an adversary been able to force his hand, not

even a man of the strength of the Honourable Mr. Ir\'ine, whose

witty phrase, when Mr. Chapleau left the Quebec House in 1882, I

cannot forget: "From the moment Chapleau goes, I see no more

what I have to do here." The fact is that during his struggle

against the Joly Government and as Prime Minister at Quebec he

has displayed the most powerful qualities as a statesman. He has

been active, firm, provident, full of resources, equally strong in

attack and in defence, and his own rear-guard remained unassail-

able. He pushed matters strongly because of his quick perception
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and true glance. A word was enough for him to become conversant

with a project, with an enterprise, or with the merits of a dispute,

and he saw his waj^ immediately with a safety of judgment which

has gained for him the glory of not having left behind him one

fault as an administrator. His partisans adored him ; and mean-

while he never flattered them, for wheedling he has always detested;

and although he has been sometimes besieged by petitioners, he has

never had weaknesses even for those whom he loved the best. He
knew how to refuse without wounding.

Singular medley of paradoxes ! This man, so excellent in essen-

tials, still shows sometimes in the intercourse of life childish rude-

nesses ; in a discussion of no moment, in the thousand and one

trifles of ordinary conversation, he will have words as sharp as a

razor for his best companion at table, on the walk, or in a friendly

chat. It is a matter of unconscious pleasantry ; for the moment
afterwards some talk personally most delightful will completely

obliterate the memory of this blinding flash. The fact is that he

will exhaust all the resources of his kindly heart to console a

bruised partisan, to reassure a timid one, to sustain a friend in need

of sympathy and of encouragement, to ward off a trouble or a

weariness from one of his own. If you dispute with him about the

five cents to which he has a right, he will demand it with the

earnestness and tenacit}- of a miser from whom a thousand dollars

had been taken. Parsimony, you say ? You are not right, my
friend ; this is correctness of judgment. He insists because he has

the right. He wishes justice in its full length and breadth for him-

self as well as for others ; but be sure you will have from him the

same measure as he claims for himself, if not double. After getting

back the pennies in dispute, he will throw pounds away in fistfuls

for no matter what project, so long as it be neither extravagant nor

stupid ; for in this as in other respects he is magnificent with judg-

ment and discretion. An election is at hand ; the funds do not

arrive ; he waits but little. The bank is there, he puts his credit

under contribution as he starts off for the war, risking repaj-ment or

loss as the case may be.

He never refuses help asked from him by an acquaintance really

in need : his fidelity to his friends embraces all sorts of attention :
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pecuniar}' aid, ministerial protection, and kind consideration in

misfortune. Of all these qualities it is, perhaps, friendship which

shines in him with the greatest lustre. He never forgets, never

forsakes, and never disdains. The friends of his 3'outh who have

not been able to follow him in his flight, find in him always the

old and kindh' friend. He urges them, encourages them, and,

while mindful of his own rank and dignitj-, he does not withdraw

from them that familiarit}- of the Auld Lang Syne so precious for

them. Those of his own more immediate surrounding have all the

reasons in the world for having the most absolute faith in his devo-

tion. He is all things to every one of them, according to their

several dispositions and in the measure in which things are

feasible. He is not the one who will turn against a friend on a

stormy day. The darker and the heavier the cloud may be, the

more unpopularity may .seem to follow some unfortunate, the more
joyously will he enter into the lists to fight his friend's duel and to

win back for him his good name.

It is this chivalrous side of his character which drove him irre-

sistibly to go to the defence of Lepine and Lagimodiere at Winni-

peg in 1874. Truly at that time the road was trying and the journey

cost much. He knew the poverty- of his unfortunate clients, from

whom he did not exact a penny. He contented himself with look-

ing up his own bank account and off he set. Yes, full of care, sad,

with a heavy burden on his heart : for, in accepting this task, he

w^as delsLying the greatest happiness of his life. He had to tell his

betrothed that the da}' fixed for their marriage must be postponed

for some months.

In personal appearance Mr. Chapleau is distinguished-looking

and strikingly handsome. He would enter into a hall filled with

strangers and everyone would be impelled to look at this remarkable

face. There is something indefinable about him, unlike anybody

else. His is no ordinary look ; his is no ordinary head and face

;

his is not an expression which can be forgotten. His eye has that

indescribable sweetness inseparable from the blue, and that penetra-

tion which emits .sparks as from a metallic point. As a matter of

fact, he has the look of men gifted with intellect specially privi-

leged. His lips are finely cut, of a design so perfect that wit and
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humour seem to always play about them. His nose is Roman, the

nose of strong characters ; his complexion pale, framed with

luxuriant hair, formerly black, now silvered. There is poetry in

the appearance of the hair and forehead, a brow sculptured by the

chisel of a great artist-master, who had need of giving a royal

frontispiece to a thought so masterful. In a burst of eloquence, it is

useless to try to analyse this countenance. Rays of light pass over

it, flashes which quiver and change like the streams of the aurora

borealis over the gray firmament.

Whether it is said or not that I touched on the style of a

dithyrambic, it matters little to me ; I know that I am within the

limits of truth. If it were not difficult to believe in the traits of

this grand personality, they would not be extraordinary. The fore-

going is a photograph ; such it will remain in history. Truly, time

flies, seeking to keep us unaware of its passage. The Chapleau of

1 89 1 is still so much the Chapleau of i860 that it seems always to

us that this personage without pretension is the young man whom
we have all known. We do not think about the past, we have so

much to do with the present. But it is when one is obliged, as I am
now, to ferret among old happenings, to make a review of thirty

years well filled, that one stands confounded before the whole. I,

who have passed my life with him, perhaps never discovered all

that he is until this very day when I have to write about it. We
are under the influence of the charm without taking into account

that a charm exists. We abandon ourselves to friendship, to the

ordinary intercourse of the world, and we think that it is all ; that

this friendship, that this confidence, that these needs of mutual

encouragement pass quite simply across life as the water which

flows in the river. But there comes a moment when realities assert

themselves. One of these I how offer to you, one very beautiful,

very consoling, and very indisputable.

ARTHUR DANSEREAU.

Montreal, 25th December, 1890.

[Translated by John Francis Waters.]
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A. B. ROUTHIER

Should any of our men of letters undertake to write the history of

our political struggles, Kamouraska certainly would deserve a large

share of attention. It was therefore that, from generation to gener-

ation, the fight between the Conservatives and Rouges was carried

on with the greatest keenness and acrimony. Both sides w^ere ever

busy preparing for the fray, or rather, they were always ready, as

continuous skirmishing filled the interval between one general engage-

ment and another. There were two leaders, one in each camp, who
truly reflected the intensity of political passions then raging in every

breast,— Letellier and Chapais. They were men possessed of high

intellectual gifts and the idols of their respective partizans. But, at

the period under review, both had been " invalided,"—both had with-

drawn within the peaceful sanctuarv of the Senate, bequeathing to their

followers their ancient feuds which nothing could appease for long.

It was this very field of battle, still reeking with the smoke and
powder of the strife, that the eminent magistrate, peerless writer, the

orator of bur grand national festivals, whose portrait I am about to

sketch,—selected as the arena of his political career. Nor can it be

said that he ventured on this step with timidity, or with the expecta-

tion of finding ready access to a House of Commons prepared to

receive him. He who aspired to wear the mantle of Mr. Chapais, and
to accept the heritage which he left behind him—a heritage of hatred

and angry feelings, the growth of a half century,—needed to be a man
of extraordinary fortitude. And the result was what might have

been expected ; he was soon made to feel the consequences of his

laudable hardihood, and his friends, to witness, with regret, his fall on

the field of honour,—the fall of one whose name and reputation as a.

polemical writer was already known and established throughout oui

province.



66 MEX OF THE DAY

This blow was generally felt and deplored by the Conservatives of

Quebec, who had reason to indulg-e in the brightest hopes for their

candidate, Mr. Routhier. For ourselves, we consider that the electors

of Kamouraska, in withholding their confidence from this gentleman,

rendered, unwittingly, a signal service to the cause of Canadian

literature. No one doubts but that Mr. Routhier was made of the

stuff that constitutes statesmen, and had he, like many others, em-

barked in politics and mastered its subtleties, we might soon behold

him in the Ministry, it may be, Premier. But would our Canadian

libraries be enriched with the works of his genius,—works that we

are so proud to bring under the notice of strangers ? On grand

occasions, when national sentiments and aspirations sought a worthy

interpreter, could we count on the charming eloquence of a voice that

wins every heart and stirs every chord in the human breast? It is

true we would have one more political orator, capable of moving, of

electrifying the masses ; but we would have to deplore the loss of an

orator classic and polished, whose harmonious periods ravish our

senses, whose lofty strains open up profound thoughts that scholars

claim for their just inheritance. Or, do we not feel that whom God
has dowered with the gift oi' literary genius should not lose themselves

in the vulgar vortex of politics ? That they should keep aloof from

the surging throng,—far from the noise and clamour of popular

commotion ?

Like the Chapleaus, the Lauriers, and many others, who have

reached the pinnacle of social greatness in a land where conventional

barriers are unknown and where merit is the sole passport to em-

inence,—Mr. Routhier is sprung from the ranks of the people.

He was born in the immediate neighbourhood of the Lake of Two-
Mountains. There, were formed those early impressions, which,

according as their inspiration is for good or evil, make or mar a man's

destiny. I was thinking about asking Mr. Routhier to favour me
with some of his juvenile reminiscences, when, fortunately, a friend

handed me the very information I needed, taken from one of Mr,

Routhier's private letters :

" MV DEAR FRIEND,

" You desire me to furnish you with some account of my childhood.

Your request exposes me to the temptation of writing a whole volume,

for it carries me back to an epoch rich in countless souvenirs that I
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Avould like to preserve. But the narrative mi}j;^ht interest nobody but

myself. I must, therefore, ruthlessly, but not without regret, dispel

those pleasing- phantoms that memory conjures up when I think of

the home where I first 'saw the light.' Suffice it to sap that I was
born in a parish that has caused very little noise in the world, and
which well deserves its name—St-Placide, in the Countv of Two-
Mountains.

" Should you ever happen to pass in that locality, you can see, at a

distance of fifteen acres from the village, on a rocky slope, a white

stone house, shaded by large elms, and flanked on either side by an

orchard and a garden. In this spot, I first drew the breath of life, on

the 8th of May, 1830, and here, too, was my infancy passed.

" To-day, strangers are in possession of this 'homestead,' whilst

its former owners are scattered and dispersed. But I still cherish

and venerate every stone of the dear old structure,—every tree that

embowers it in shadow.
" The site is charming ; from every front window are seen the

waters of the Ottawa river, at this point swelling into the size and
appearance of a beautiful lake embosomed between the mountains of

Rigaud and Oka. Its shores are strewn with such favourite stones
;

clothed in such cherished verdure, and garnished with such well

beloved trees, that I never revisit the scene without the tenderest

emotions.

" My father, Charles Routhier, although a very intelligent farmer,

was unable to write. It was of him that I wrote in my Echos :

' Des Chretiens de nos jours il etait le modele,

Bon pere, bon epoiix et citoyen parfait ;

A la patrie, a Dieu toujours il fiit fidele ;

Et ce qu'il devait faire en ce monde, il Ta fait.'

" My mother, Angeline Lafleur, was also possessed of rare intelli-

gence and assiduous in the practice of every Christian virtue. She

had twelve children, six of whom are still living.

" One day, when I was about eleven years old, a bailiff entered my
father's house to seize the furniture under a writ of execution.

Having been informed of the nature of his visit, I began to cry ; the

bailiff thereupon said to my father :
' The school teacher spoke to me

about this child as being talented. Send him to college ; he may
become a lawyer, perhaps a judge.'
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" My father never forg-ot the baiHff's advice, which he frequently

repeated to me ; nor did the bailiff himself think that his prediction

was in time to be verified. However, it was decided there and then

that I was to go to college,—a decision which put an end to my
childhood's happy days on the enchanting" shores of the Lake of Two-
Mountains."

From the foregoing- epistolary extracts, it is evident that Mr.

Routhier owes his exalted position neither to his birth nor favouritism.

He is one of nature's noblemen, sprung from those old but unassum-

ing Canadian families whose force and vitality has long lain fallow,

but whence, to-day, are drawn our country's most gifted sons. From
this source, too, is incessantly recruited the aristocracy of intelligence

which comprises all w'ho are of average talent and ability.

Mr. Routhier made his classic course at the College of Ste-

Therese.

It is remarked that students ever betray what are one day to be the

distinguishing characteristics of their parts. Thus, he who is strong

in problems will be an excellent mathematician, but an indifferent

philosopher. Should he enter the priesthood, the chances are he will

make but a poor casuist ; if called to the world, a distinguished

merchant or first-class man of business ; his is a matter-of-fact

character.

On the contrary, he who shows an aptitude for belles-lettres—who
gives a loose to his fancy in compositions embroidered with flowers

of rhetoric, will, in the last years of his course, bloom into an eminent

philosopher, writer, lawyer or journalist. However this may be, all

such prognostications would have been erroneous in the case of young
Routhier. For, strange as it may seem, he who, in after years, dis-

played so vivid an imagination as an orator, was, as a student, noted,

for his success in the exact sciences. It was only long subsequently

that he disclosed a taste for literature.

Having completed his law studies at the Laval University, he

took up his residence at Kamouraska, where he practised as a barrister

for eleven years. We are free to suppose that, for a while at least,

he was not encumbered by professional duties, for he readily found

leisure to contribute to the columns of Le Coiirrier dii Canada and

Le Nouveaii Monde. It was then that he disclosed the talents of a

born writer, the first strokes of his pen resounding- like the clashing
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of a sword. There was about this time (i 871) an army ot able writers,

trained in the school of polemics and divided between both political

camps. Against such expert fencers as Hector Fabre and Louis

Frechette had our author to enter the lists. We believe that it was
in those days that he upheld his pretentions in a controversy which
created much noise and excitement in the world of letters at the time.

A number of literary athletes, uniting- their efforts, published to-

g-ether in L'Op/fu'o// Publiijue, under the pseudonym " Placide Lepine,"

a series of sketches wherein more than one prominent man of the day
was made to cut a sorry fig-ure. Amongst others, the Hon. Mr.

Chauveau was taken to task by the famous " Placide," whose words
sorely belied his name. These sketches were not concei\ed in a spirit

of benevolence by any means ; the purest malice mixed the colours

—

so much so, that the caricatured could scarcely recognize their own
portraits, so grotesque was the limning. This exaggeration of

colouring afforded amusement, however, to some whose depraved
natures delight in evil-doing. The laugh was all one-sided. Such
was the state of affairs when "Jean Piquefort " took a hand in the

portraiture. With a firm, unerring touch, he traced the likenesses

ot the painters hidden behind " Placide Lepine," and made those

wince who, thus far, had the ball at their own feet. In fact, he used

his brush so effectively, that the laugh was as loud on one side as the

other. This little episode ended, everything resumed its normal
quietude

; no one was disposed to ^o out of his way to treasure up
disagreeable souvenirs of this war in miniature. For, to the credit

of both sides, it can be said that, though they gave a license to criti-

cism, they never transgressed the bounds of decency. "Jean Pique-

fort," who was no other than Mr. Routhier, clearly proved, on this

occasion, that, had he chosen journalism as a profession, he would
have matured into one of the most brilliant and redoubtable of pole-

mical writers.

Disciple and admirer of Louis Veuillot, and the sworn enemy of

liberalism, he fearlessly takes his stand on this ground in politics,

literature and religion ; and from this triple point of view he is

assailed by his adversaries. But, with his face ever to the foe, giving

blow for blow, and surrounded by applauding friends and admirers,

he gains a decided ascendancy over the minds of the youth. The
propelling force of events carries him to the front as chief educator
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and party leader. It was in 1873, in the spring-tide of his opening-

g^lory, that he was called to the magistracy. Once installed in this

position, the most honourable one open to a lawyer's ambition, he

abandons politics and ag^g^ressive journalism. The zealous and sar-

castic champion of polemics is forever merg'ed in the uprig-ht and

enlig-htened dig^nitary of the bench. He continues, however, to apply

his mind to the cultivation of letters with redoubled ardour. The
judicial functions in a district like Saguenay, where the assizes are

short and the litig-ation unimportant, are not sufficient to give con-

stant occupation to a spirit active as his ; he finds plenty of leisure

to devote to study. A very short acquaintance with Mr. Routhier's

works convinces the reader that he is a man whose attainments are

not merely superficial like so many other aspirants to literary fame.

He dug beneath the surface of things, made philosophy disclose the

relations between cause ane eff"ect ; ingratiated himself into the

secrets of our complex humanity, and emitted, from deep reflection,

thoughts and principles at once profound and noble, and well calcul-

ated to sustain and animate the spirit of faith and science. The
fountains of his inspiration are never troubled by doubts ; they ever

clearly reflect the soundest orthodoxy. If Corneille and Racine, de

Maistre and Veuillot formed his style, the Fathers of the Church

furnished him with rich treasures of knowledge.

The first of his published works, in order of date, is called Cait-

series du Dimanchc. Every page exhales the essence of religion.

It brought down on his devoted head all the venom of his critics.

He was accused of monasticism ; of a desire to usurp the functions

of the clergy ; of a design to introduce Veuillotism in a small way.

The Caiisen'es were stigmatized as sermons—as treatises on

morals,—and jeering was the order oi the day. For ourselves, we
dissent from the opinions of these hot-headed critics, who, had they

occasion now to speak of this work, w'ould, in all probability, reverse

their judgment. We regard it in the light of an attractive lecture.

If the Cansencs are sermons, their sweet austerity charms us.

His subsequent writings, if less tainted than the Causeries da

Dimanche with religious feeling, bear, as all his productions do,

the impress of his predominant habit of mind—the impress of faith.

In the midst of his labours, a dominating thought occupied his

mind ;—something was wanting to satisfy his active temperament.
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Broug-ht up in a young country whose history dated back to but two

centuries, and whose heroic record was but faintly traced, he yearned

to behold the Old Country with its contemporary monuments of men
and events, whose bare mention fires our blood in youth and fas-

cinates us in after life. As with all lovers of the ideal, he was en-

amoured of the glories of the past. What, then, must have been his

enthusiasm when Europe, for the first time, unveiled before his eyes

her dazzling treasures ! How he must have enjoyed her ever varying

charms ! And no one was better able to appreciate the artistic wealth

of the Old Country. There are who profit little by foreign travel ;

who return to their native land from abroad as ill-informed as when
they left it, only more pretentious

;
people who witness with indiffer-

ence the Coincdie-Francaise and hail with delight the Folies-Bergires.

And yet foreign travel is calculated to mould us when young, and

perfect us in maturer years, and to enlarge the scope of our ideas at

either epoch. The involuntary comparisons which suggest them-

selves to our minds between our own and distant climes, effectually

explode erroneous opinions—circumscribe the boundaries of some
things and widen those of others—gauging them all at their proper

value. But this appreciation is reached only according to our in-

dividual capacities. Some carry home common-place notions, and

musty guide-book information. But this is not the only mischief that

befalls,—the real misfortune is that these heedless tourists inoculate

their untravelled neighbours with their own crude notions of what

they have seen abroad.

The rage to publish books of travel has become a virulent epidemic.

The press groans every year under the weight of these whimsical

productions—the re-hash of previous lucubrations in the same line.

Different from trashy works of this description are the narratives of

Judge Routhier. They strike you at once as masterpieces of original

thought—his lively pages eschewing whatever is trite and uninterest-

ing. The story never drags, but is ever varied and entertaining.

Anon he furnishes us with historical souvenirs enlivened by his own
comments ; then again we are treated to a spicy bit oi word painting

where the object is to place before us, in life-like colours, delineations

of customs and habits. His retrospects are never tiresome or long,

and always rendered novel by deductions that connect his narrative

with contemporaneous history. Though fond of looking back through
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the vistas of time, he never forgets what he owes to the present hour.

After his return from his first trip to Europe, he dehvered a course

of lectures at the Laval University, which were an unqualified suc-

cess. In Paris, they would have won him a foremost place as a lecturer,

ranking- him with such eminent men as La Pommeraye and Sarcey. His

old time adversary, M. Hector Fabre, was pleased to pay him a hig-h

compliment in an article at once polished and encomiastic. In Que-

bec, he received the universal acclamations of the press as having-

brought the art of lecturing to its highest perfection. Ever since,

every lecture meant a fresh triumph
;

people vied in eulogizing the

delicacy and eloquence of his language, and the. colouring with which

he set off" the sublimity of his thoughts. Buies, than whom there can

be no better judge from his long and varied experience of human
nature, and who, at the time, was the antipodes of Mr. Routhier as

regards their general views, thus writes of our author in fEvcnement'.

" Routhier is an artist in the French tongue ; a sculptor like Ben-

venuto ; who charms us in prose as Musset does in verse, the highest

evidence of beauty of style, which alone can secure immortality in the

world of letters."

But lecturing, restricted as it is, in its range of subjects, embar-

rasses the speaker by preventing him from bringing- into action the

full powers of his mind. The lecturer is scarcely other than a pro-

fessor. Thus, any one who only heard Mr. Routhier in the amphi-

theatre of the Laval University—of which he is a Doctor of Literature

and in which he is Professor of International Law, would form but

an indiff"erent idea of him in the forum. He must be seen at one of

our grand national assemblies in touch with his own ideas, and whose

passions have already been stirred by powerful appeals. It is then

that he assumes a new role—that he enters into the sentiments and

feelings of the masses, embodying the sensations that sway them, in

language unequalled for nobleness and dignity. Synthetically, he

concentrates in his own poetic and eloquent nature the patriotic and

religious aspirations breathed by all around him, and pours forth a

lava-tide of words burning with enthusiasm, and figurative as few

but him can make their words. On occasions of paramount national

importance, the solemnity of the ceremony confers on him a repre-

sentative character and an individuality which combine all the ele-

ments that stir to their depths the hearts of all who are Canadians
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and Catholics. It has been our author's lot to play this distinguished

part both in Canada and Europe. We may be pardoned for feelin^^

proud of our countryman when invited by his admirers in France and

Italy to address them, for Canadians could be judged by no better

•criterion than he who deserves to be called a " representative man."

The discourse which he delivered at the St-Jean-Baptiste cele-

bration, in 1880, placed his reputation as an orator on the highest

level. It will be remembered that the celebration in question was

conducted with extraordinary pomp and eclat. Never before did the

good old city of Champlain witness within its walls such a vast con-

course of French-Canadians, gathered from all the towns and villages

scattered throughout Canada and the United States. In his dual

capacity of president of the Catholic Congress and vice-president of

the National Convention, Judge Routhier took a leading part in the

celebration, which lasted three days. Those who had the good for-

tune to hear both his speeches on that occasion will not forget them

in a hurry ; they were masterpieces of enthusiastic eloquence, whose

echos reached even the shores of Europe. Most of the newspapers

published complimentary notices. La Minerve styled him " the

champion of Catholicism." L'Etendard pronounced him " the king

of our orators," and Lc Coitrriey du Canada wrote: " Never before

have we beheld such a scene of enthusiasm." These speeches will

continue as models of their kind, and bracket Mr. Routhier's name

with those of Messrs. Chapleau and Laurier, as a favourite orator at

all national festivals.

Judge Routhier was not satisfied with enriching our Canadian

libraries—where they should ever be found—with ten volumes of

prose ; he couried the Muses besides, his acquaintance with these

amiable companions being productive of some charming poetry.

That Mr. Routhier was born a poet, all his writings, whether in prose

or verse, sufficiently testify—the divine afflatus breathes through

them all. But, to our mind, he has not studied closely enough the

rules of versification. It is with poetry as with music :—practice is

absolutely necessary. No man can aspire to excellence as an artist

without it. One may be a musician and still be unable to play for

want of practice. On the other hand, if deficient in technical know-

ledge, he has the genuine inspiration oi a poet—his ideal visions and

striking imagery. He has in\enti\e power, large resources, quick"
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ness of apprehension, hut, if we might be permitted to remark, we
must confess that he does not always seem to be at ease in versifying-,

—

that he labours hard to find suitable rhymes. At the same time, it must

be admitted that his verses are not "padded" or empty—you will al-

ways find them to contain new thoughts and ideas—a gift which is rare

enough, as it is not given to all poets to be interesting at all times.

His published poems are entitled : Les Echos. The author

gives his reasons for selecting this title in an introduction remarkable

for dignity and grace: "Poetry," he writes, "commonly called

harmonized chant, is nothing else than the echo of songs and melo-

dies heard by the poet, wafted to his ear from ideal worlds." Some
of his lines would do honour to the best French poets, and have been

very favourably noticed by newspaper critics in France. La Revue dtc

Monde Catholique, having reviewed them and quoted largely from

them, thus comments :
" It is readily seen that Mr. Routhier wields

a facile pen ; that his sentiments are noble and patriotic and his

inspiration truly Christian. He has added a fresh glory to his literary

crown, already so brilliant, which will not impair its lustre."

We offer the following short piece from his published poems : it is.

from Murray Bay, 1882 :

La nuit sur Thorizon etend ses grandes ailes ;

Mais, grace a Dieu, la nuit n'a pas d'ombres, ce soir.

La lumiere rayonne aux voutes eternelles

Et, sur iin pan du ciel, comme un grand ostensoir,

La lune monte, monte, et de clartes inonde

Les montagnes, la mer, les vallons et les hois.

La nature se tait : on dirait que le monde,

Pour mieux voir ce tableau, retient sa grande voix.

Au firmament d'azur, d'innombrables etoiles

Etincellent partout comme des diamants,

Pendant qu'a TOccident, pliant ses sombres voiles,

Un lourd nuage fuit leurs rayons eclatants.

De celestes lueurs scintillante, embrasee,

La mer, en se calmant, semble se rejouir.

Le rivage s'endort, et la vague apaisee

()se a peine se plaindre en y venant mourir.

Je chante en contemplant ces scenes toujours belles,

Et men ame vers Dieu se plait a remonter.

Qui sait si cette lune, aux splendeurs immortelles,

N'est pas son ceil divin, revenant visiter
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Notre globe, quil aime en depil de ses fanges ?

Et ces astres sans nombre illuniinant la nuit,

Qui sait s'ils ne sent pas les prunellas des anges

Dont la troupe fidele en Tadorant le suit ?

For fiteen years has Mr. Routhier acted as judg-e in that immense

tract of country which Jacques Cartier called "the Kingdom of

Saguenay." Fortunately, the inhabitants are not as litigious as the

Normans, otherwise the Judge could never get through with the

work. The civil courts were not idle, but there was a dearth of

criminal suits. As a rule, the prisons in Charlevoix are untenanted,

to the great disgust of the gaolers who would like to have a prisoner

from time to time under lock and key, if for no other reason than to

have a game of besigne during the long winter evenings.

There it was, however, that Judge Routhier presided at a trial

which ranks as a cause cclebre in Canada. It was the contested

election of Charlevoix, where the question of clerical intervention in

politic-; was first brought up. Sir Hector Langevin was the defend-

ant. The petition prayed that the election be declared null and void

on the ground that certain cures of the county had, it was alleged,

exercised undue influence with members of their flock to induce them

to vote for Sir Hector. It is not within the scope of this work to

give the details of the trial, which secured Judge Routhier the plaudits

of some and the envenomed criticism of others, amongst the latter, of

Laurent, the \'oltairan author of the Cours de Droit Civil,—a-W author

of questionable authority, who, in our opinion, is more esteemed in

Canada than he deserves. In this place, we need merely state that

Judge Routhier brought to bear on the examination of the law issues

raised before him, that legal acumen, that apprehension enlightened

by sound philosophy, that know of the law and jurisprudence, which

characterize eminent members of the bench.

It has been the cause of much surprise that a judge of such eminence

and learning should be relegated so long to a rural district. It is

certainly to be deplored that, despite the best intentions of the govern-

ment, his promotion has not been commensurate with his talents.

Unfortunately, owing to political exigencies, we have seen lawyers of

inferior merit pass before him. When the ranks of the judiciary

have to be recruited,—the solicitations of office-seekers have more

weight than the claims of an incumbent to promotion, be they ever so
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well-founded. This arises from the fact that, in all countries like ours,

where democratic administrations prevail, the government is subject

to the pressure of parties,—of individuals and exigencies of every kind;

the consecjuence is that justice succumbs to intrigue. We overheard

once a rather singular remark made in reference to Judge Routhier.

A man, otherwise possessed of good understanding, which will not be

borne out, however, by his language on this occasion, in answer to a

gentleman who expressed his astonishment that Judge Routhier

should have been so long debarred from promotion, replied :
" Oh !

Judge Routhier is too clever a writer to be a good judge." As if a

judgment of the court were less valuable for being rendered in good

French ! as if such eminent men as d'Aguesseau, Montesquieu and

many others, the first literary men of the age, were not also in the front

rank of the magistrats of France! In our own day, is the distinguished

statesman, Mr. Quesnay de Beaurepaire, the Attorney-General of the

Republic, who so summarily disposed of the Boulangist embroglio,

not also a shining light in the world of letters? And if Mr. de

Beaurepaire has climbed the highest steeps of social distinction, he

was enabled to do so, in a great measure, by the aid of his works of

fiction published under the pseudonyms of " Gaston de Glouvet," and

of " Lucie Herpin."

Besides being- a polished scholar and occupying the first place in

our little republic of letters, formerly held by the Hon. Mr. Chauveau,

Judge Routhier has social qualities that endear him to his friends as

a born champion. Those who have been happy enough to form his

acquaintance esteem him highly. How charmingly he converses !

When he begins to speak, we lose consciousness of the fleeting hours.

His words are seasoned with attic salt, scintillate with coruscations

of wit, and overflow with gaiety of spirits. Apart from this, he is

the equal of Legouve as a reader, and soliloquizes in a way to excite

the envy of professional actors.

Madame Routhier, {iiee Clorinde Mondelet), is a woman of keen

intellect, who is animated by the same lively feelings of faith as her

husband,—a faith that has led her to consecrate herself to works of

charity. The numbers who frequent La Malbaie as a summer resort^

can vouch for her piety ; she is frequently seen occupied with her

religious devotions in the pretty little chapel which she succeeded, not

without experiencing those difticulties which lie in the way of all who
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labour for the Church, in erecting-. Some philosophers in our days

contend that everything- in the moral world is inherited, especially our

bad qualities. It is a dangerous and debatable doctrine. Howeve,-

that may be, intercourse with the charming- daughters of fud^'e

Routhier even inclines ourselves to believe in the heresy of heritage,

—

that is in the heritage of talent and intelligence. One excels at the

easel ; another, by means of the piano, interprets to perfection the

deathless music of Rossini and Wagner ; whilst it is at the option of
the third to become famous in letters. They are all three noted for

their sweetness and amiability.

The only son of Judge Routhier, who has special talents for litera-

ture, music and drawing, has shown no disposition to gratify his

father's wish to see him enter the legal profession. His adventurous

character has led him to the North-West, where he is now engaged
in the free and hard}- life of a ninchero, at the foot of the Rockies,

between Fort McLeod and Calgary.

It was for Charlevoix that Judge Routhier was first appointed to

the Bench. It is also in the enchanting spot of Murrav Bay that he

passes the summer months in the midst of his family, who cheer and

comfort him. His white villa stands out in bold relief from the

clustering foliage of the green trees. From the xerandah, where, in

the open air, under a sky whose smiles are seldom clouded, he drinks

in the health-giving breezes, his gaze rests with tranquil bliss on the

ravishing panorama spread out before him. The truncated cones of

the Laurentian Mountains rise boldly defined against the azure sky,

and then descend by steep proclivities to the river below, forming a

succession of promontories that excite the tourist's wonder. In front,

the river is seen to line the boundless horizon, infinite as the ocean.

On the right, in a sort of twilight, loom up the hills that spread along

the southern shore of the stream, often veiled by mists, and some-

times, by the curious effect of a mirage, brought within full view of

La Malbaie. The foreground of this picture is occupied by the ex-

panding sea. Here the poet's soul goes out to Nature, and here, no

doubt, to the pleasing sound of the surging surf, were composed the

most harmonious of his numbers.
A. D. DeCELLES.

Ottawa, 15th April, i8gi.

(Translated by \W . O. Farmer. B.C.L..)
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Men of the Day. 6th Series.

PRINCIPAL GRANT

This gallery of the makers and moulders of public opinion in

Canada will contain the portrait of no one to whom the title "a man
of the day" more accurately applies than the Principal of Queen's
University. In the highest and best sense, Dr. Grant believes in

living for the present. He is neither an old-time Conservative,

moving primly from precedent to precedent, nor a hare-brained
Radical, to whom a precedent is as a red rag to a bull. He neither

despises nor neglects the lessons of the past, nor is oblivious of the

present while gazing into the future far as human eye can see.

Nay more. Principal Grant has faith in the present. He believes

the nineteenth century to be the best this world has ever known, and
that, if only we to ourselves are true, the twentieth century will be
better and brighter still. There is not a drop of the pessimist's

numbing poison in his veins. His cry ever is :
" Not in vain the

distant beacons—Forward! Forward! let us range." His sympathy
with every sign and symbol of progress is hearty and inspiring.

There are none of the higher activities of life with which he is not in

touch. By profession a minister of the Gospel, literature, education
and politics have all had the benefit of his amazing energv, his con-

tagious zeal, and his thrilling eloquence, and it may, without undue
eulogium, be said oi' him : " .V/h/l tetigit quod non ornavit.''

As is so often the case with leaders oi men, the Principal owes
little to the accident of birth, his father having been simply a country
schoolmaster in the county of Pictou, Nova Scotia. A cottage on
the bank of the East River, opposite Stellarton, a grimy mining
village, was the place of George Grant's birth, and the date the 22nd
of December, 1835. The physical activity of his boyhood was a
fitting prelude to and preparation for the intellectual activity of

maturer years. He took the lead among his companions at the start.
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and there were few feats of daring- that could daunt hhn, or pranks

of harmless mischief he could not compass. No one who knew him

then would have imagined that this romping lad, who sought his books

in running brooks and preferred to take his sermons from stones,

would, ere long, win renown as a student and, a little later, wide

reputation as a preacher. It may be indeed that an accident, which

was due in large part to his rashness, providentially determined his

future. With some of his playmates he undertook to run a hay-

cutting machine, and the old adage that children should not play with

sharp-edged tools found a painful fulfilment. Young Grant's right

hand in some wa}' got under the cutter and was sliced off near the

wrist. Thus placed hors de combat in so far as games and sports were

concerned, his energies found vent in another line of work, and the

boy of larks and romps became the boy of books and studies.

The removal of his family to Pictou, the county town, enabled him

to attend the excellent academy which was the pride of the place'

and he did not fail to make good use of his opportunities, winning

the Primrose medal and other important prizes. Thence he proceeded

to the West River Seminary, a kind of college in a small way, sus-

tained by the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia, and there made
such rapid advance in classics and philosophy that, two years later, he

was chosen by the Church of Scotland in the county one of four

bursars to be sent to the University of Glasgow to study for the

ministry. He was then )ust eighteen years of age, and his course of

study abroad was very thorough, extending over eight years. It was

also one of marked brilliancy, among the honours won being' first

prizes in classics, moral philosophy, and chemistry, and—chiefest of

all— the Lord Rector's prize of thirty guineas for the best essay on

Hindoo literature and philosophy.

Moreover, despite his loss of the right hand, he managed to take an

active part in athletic exercises, and thus, entering into all phases of

student life, became exceedingly popular among his fellows, taking

leadership among them just as he had done among his playmates at

Pictou, and exerting an influence that was always on the side of

manly rectitude.

On the other hand he was himself strongly influenced by the high-

souled and large-hearted Norman McLeod, then at the height of his

fame ; and in his eagerness to be at service to humanity, embraced
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the opportunity to take part in the city mission work, penetratino-

fearlessly into the squaHd wynds and closes where fellow beings in

the lowest stages of degradation herded together like beasts.

At the conclusion of his college course, he received ordination from
the Church of Scotland and had flattering inducements held out to

him to remain in Scotland. But his heart was far across the Atlantic.

He loved the land of the Bluenoses, and thither he betook himself

ready for any field of labour that might be opened to him. His first

appointment naturally enough was to missionary work, and in his

native county. Presently a large sphere of action was oflfered him
in the pleasant village of Georgetown and the rural districts of St-

Peter's and Brackly Point Roads, Prince Edward Island. Then in

the year 1863 came the call to St-Matthew's Church, Halifax, one of

the most important and influential charges in the province of Xova
Scotia.

His position as pastor of St-I\Iatthew's gave him full scope for the

€xercise of those rare talents, both in and out of the pulpit, which
lifted him above so many of his contemporaries. His preaching drew
together congregations that over-crowded the church,— one of the

best specimens of gothic architecture in Canada,—from whose pulpit

came sermons that stirred the people as the wind stirs the leaves. No
dry theological discourses, delivered in lifeless tones, nor dilettante

essays on righteousness lispingly drawled out were these, but earnest,

eloquent, practical, inspiring expositions of the teachings of the

Bible as applied to the aftairs of the day, given without fear and
without favour. The preacher's maxim seemed to be :

" Hew to the

line,—let the chips fall where they may."

Vet nothing could be farther from Mr. Grant's character than rigid

Puritanism or narrow sectarianism. He was a devout Christian and
a loyal Presbyterian, but he was as absolutely free from bigotry in the

one direction as in the other. His charity for sinners was no less

wide than his sympathy with fellow-Christians,—Methodist, Baptist,

Anglican or Roman Catholic. He took especial interest in institu-

tions that brought the difterent sects together for the common good,
as the Young Men's Christian .Association, the Evangelical Alliance,

the .Association for the Relief of the Poor, and similar religious or

benevolent enterprises.

For the young men his preaching had a particular attraction. It
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was scholarly, liberal, loving, and manly, and he had probably more

of that class as regular listeners than any other minister in the city at

the time. It was this characteristic of his work, combined with the

remarkable aptitude for organization and re-organization which he

had displayed in connection with various institutions, that, no doubt,

marked him out as the man best qualified to grapple with the crisis in

which the University of Queen's found herself in the year 1877.

The invitation to the Principalship of the only Presbyterian Uni-

versity in the Dominion was undoubtedly an honour ; but its accept-

ance demanded no small measure of self-denial on the part of the

pastor of St-Matthew's.

Beloved and revered by his congregation ; supplied with a com-

fortable manse and a liberal salary ; but recently connected by mar-

riage with one of the leading families of the city
;
popular among all

creeds and classes ; looked up to as one to whom a foremost place

fell by natural selection in all movements of a general philanthropic

or religious nature ; a Governor of Dalhousie University ; the mo-

derator of the Church of Scotland in the Maritime Provinces during

the critical period of the Union:—every consideration of personal

pleasure and comfort argued for a declination of the summons.

But just as when, twenty odd years before, the solicitations to

remain in the Old Country were put aside because a sense of duty

called him back to the New World, so now that same sense of duty

to his church and his country impelled to forget himself and under-

take the heroic task of relieving Queen's University from the difficul-

ties which threatened her very existence and of placing the institution

upon a secure basis with an equipment commensurate to her oppor-

tunities. The fact that Queen's was autonomous,—the highest Uni-

versity type, as he believed,—decided him ; for at the head of such an

institution he would be untrammelled by party or denominational

considerations.

Throwing himself into the work with characteristic energy and

most persuasive eloquence, he first of all made the good people oi'

Kingston understand that charity must needs begin at home,—promis-

ing them that, if they would provide a fitting home for the University,

he would secure an endowment from the country at large. The

Kingstonians, appreciating the situation, responded with a will.

Ample grounds and a stately pile of buildings were quickly provided,
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and then the campaig-n was opened upon the country. With tireless

zeal, the Principal traversed the Dominion, presenting- the claims of

Queen's with a success that can he best illustrated by the following

figures :

Year : Students : Revenue : Capital :

1877-78 17^ §15,263 $111,350
1878-79 170 17-247 153-440
1879-80 .. 194 19-375 152,147
1880-81 ... 202 16,562 •54-655
1881-82 221 20,904 175,178
1882-83 253 22,586 185,692

1883-84 279 29,859 205,282

1884-85 320 29,521 211,156

1885-86 356 29,387 214,294
1886-87 373 30.305 222,094
1887-88 382 31,000 250,000
1889-90 43

1

32,500 450,000

But Principal Grant is by no means content, even with this re-

markable record. He modestly asks for at least half-a-million more.

Thanks to his wonderful tact and energ-y, the Eng-lish, Classical,

Mathematical and Philosophical departments may now be considered

complete. The Modern Language and Natural History departments

require to be put on the same footing ; and that this will be done ere

long there is not the least reason to doubt.

While the financial side of Principal Grant's work, however, is apt

to attract most attention in this Gradgrind age of ours, which is so

"prone to value none but paying facts," it would be doing him a

serious Injustice to emphasize it unduly, for, after all, his influence

has been even stronger in the intellectual and moral spheres than in

the financial. As Miss Machar has said in her graceful and sym-
pathetic sketch, published some years ago in the IVeek, (to which the

present writer would here make his acknowledgment), the gifts that

Dr. Grant secured for the treasury of the University were of no less

account than the stimulus imparted to the college life by his overflow-

ing vitality and enthusiasm—a stimulus felt by professors and students

alike. As has been shown above, the attendance upon the classes

largely increased, and the high aims and ideals of the head of the
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head of the University could not fail to have their due influence upon

all. His rule is to treat the students not as boys, but as gentlemen.

He seeks to be a leader to them, not a taskmaster ; and under his

sagacious sway there is no need of formal discipline.

Although the duties connected with the Principalship are onerous

enough to content any ordinary man, Dr. Grant, since his appointment,

has filled the chair of Divinity, and his lectures are highly appreciated by

the theological students. It need hardly be said that there is nothing

of the dry-as-dust quality about them, but, on the contrary, a breadth of

thought, catholicity of sympathy, and vividness of presentation, that

cause them to be considered among the most attractive in the ciirri-

cnhim. Neither has he laid aside the preacher's gown and bands.

His voice is often heard in Kingston and in other places, speaking

the truth with unswerving sincerity, and demanding nothing less than

vital practical religion, which outlives and outlasts all creeds and con-

ditions of theology.

On two important questions connected with the University system

of this country, Principal Grant has taken a stand that is thoroughly

characteristic. When the young ladies applied for admission to the

halls of Queen's upon the same footing as the young men, he granted

their request promptly and readily,—not because he was especially in-

terested in the higher education of women, but because he, believed

that public educational institutions were for the meeting of the needs

of the community as a whole, not for the exclusive benefit ot a par-

ticular class, and therefore should not be limited in their usefulness

by any consideration of sex. He would never have felt it his duty to

go out into the high-ways and bye-ways, so to speak, and entreat the

young women to come in. But when they came to him saying :
" We

want the same education as our brothers, and are willing to work for

it," then he had only words of welcome and kindly encouragement for

them.

The other great question was that of University Federation, the

movement for which proposed nothing less than the federating of all

the Universities in Ontario, each removing to Toronto and surrender-

ing its degree-conferring power, and thenceforth sending its students

to be examined by a central board, which alone would possess the

power of conferring degrees. Against this movement Principal Grant

opposed a sturdy front. He believed Ontario to be too great a
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province to have only one University, and as mig-ht be naturally

expected in the ^rraduate of a Scottish University, he deemed the

historic individuality of Queen's an important factor in its vital

power and influence. The value of that accumulated wealth of tra-

dition which can come only through long-continued separate existence

he fully realized, and he could not be brought to see that in centralisa-

tion, whereby all these things would be lost, there was sufficient gain

to compensate for their surrender. He pointed out. too, among other

objections to the proposed Federation, that, according to it, all the

patronage of the one University in Ontario would be in the hands ot

a party politician, and he declined to give up the self-government of

Queen's for such a consummation. Accordingly his answer to the

advocates of University Federation was a still more vigorous cam-

paign on behalf of Queen's, and, heartily sustained as he has been by

those to whom he appealed, there is no doubt that his attitude will

remain unchanged throughout the future.

Glancing back over the foregoing, one might well imagine that

the limits of Dr. Grant's activities had been indicated. As principal,

professor, preacher and financial organizer, his hands should surely

be more than full, and it could hardly be possible for him to concern

himself with any other sphere of thought or action ; and yet, in spite

of all these varied and important responsibilities, he does somehow

find time to take no small part in public aflfairs. He keeps himself

thoroughly an coumtit with the leading questions of the day. He

forms his own opinions upon them, and not only so, but is ready to

give these opinions utterance if the time be appropriate; in fact, his

voice is one of the most influential to be heard in Canada to-day.

He scorns the idea that the preacher has no place in politics. That

the preacher should not be a partisan he is quite ready to admit ; but

that his tongue should be tied when subjects of vital concern to the

present and future of the country are under discussion, he flatly denies

and that he does not lack the courage of his convictions is sufficiently

shown by the hearty interest he takes in the questions of the day, and

his readiness to discuss them upon fitting occasions.

Again and again the whole country has been stirred by an oration

from his lips that at once set editorial pens a-scratching and tongues

a-wagging in approval or censure ; for when the Principal speaks on

the public platform, it is with the same fearless freedom that character-
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izes his utterances from the pulpit. He never hesitates to denounce

iniquity in high places as well as in low. Senator Ingall's to the con-

trary, he firmly believes that the Decalogue and the Golden Rule have

a place in the political sphere. He abhors that conception of practical

politics which may be expressed in the saying :
" All's fair so long as

you get there." He is always on the side of the generous and un-

selfish policy, as against that of mere expediency, and pleads for the

pursuit of a noble ideal in preference to mere material success.

xA.bove all things he is loyal and patriotic. He has absolute faith in

the future of his country, if only his fellow countrymen bear them-

selves as they should.

" Duty demands that we shall be true to our history," he cries.

" Duty also demands that we shall be true to our home. All of us

must be ' Canada first men '. Oh ! for something of the spirit that

has animated the sons of Scotland for centuries, and that breathes in

the fervent prayer ' God Save Ireland' uttered by the poorest peasants

and by the servant girl far away from green Erin. Think what a

home we have. Every province is fair to see. Its sons and daughters

are proud of their natal soil. Why then should not all, taken together,

inspire loyalty in souls least capable of patriotic emotion? I have

sat on blocks of coal in the Pictou mines, wandered through the

glens of Cape Breton, and around Cape North, and driven for a

hundred miles under apple blossoms in the Cornwallis and Annapolis

valleys. I have seen the glory of our western mountains, and toiled

through passes where the great cedars and Douglas pines of the

Pacific slope hid sun and sky at noonda}^ and I say that in the four

thousand miles that extend between there is every thing that man can

desire, and the promise of a mighty future. If we cannot make a

country out of such materials, it is because we are not true to our-

selves, and if we are not, be sure our sins will find us out."

In October of last year, Principal Grant delivered an oration before

the National Club of Toronto, upon the subject of "Canada, her

Position, Aims and Destiny," which at once took rank as one of the

most notable public utterances in the history of the Dominion. In

this oration. Dr. Grant's qualities as a speaker upon public affairs are

most happily illustrated, and somewhat extended extracts will there-

fore be made in order that his views may not be inadequately

presented.
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Referring to the question of the ultimate destiny of Canada, he

said :

"In considering- the position of Canada, my first question is

whether ground can be found on which men of different views will

consent to stand. There is such ground. Whether we separate

from the Empire to form an independent State, or remain in the

Empire, gradually evolving into a position of closer union and

equality of constitutional privilege and responsibility, it is equalh a

matter of the first importance that Canada be united and strong. Xo
matter then which of the two destinies we believe the future to have

in store for us, our duty is to be i\inadii first men. This is ground

that both unionist and separatist can take honestlv. If a man pro-

fesses independence with the intention of immediatelv breaking

Canada up and handing it o\er in pieces to another power, he, of

course, cannot take this common ground. But it is quite needless to

say that there are no such men in Canada. I may pause a little here

to point out the difference between the policies of the honest unionist

and the honest separatist. The polic}- of the former preserves our

historical continuity and promises peaceful development ; that of the

latter means a revolution to begin with, and weakness forever after-

wards. Grown-up men know that revolutions are not to be played

with, and that national weakness is always next door to national

humiliation."

The Principal's predilection for Imperial Federation clearly reveals

itself in the foregoing passage. With reference to the annexationist,

he went on to say, smiting straight from the shoulder as is his wont

when deeply stirred :

" The annexationist at the outset surrenders the name of Canada,

with all that it involves.— its history, its constitution, its past struggles,

its present life, its hopes and aims,—as things absolutely worthless.

Of course., to some moi (Uid all cattle these things are worthless."

After touching upon the Jesuit agitation and the bad blood it had

engendered, he proceeded to plead for the exercise of a wider charity

and more steadfast patience in these eloquent terms:
" We must agree to differ, with the prayer and hope the Head of

the Church will find a way of uniting the two great historic confes-

sions of Christianity, that have so long stood face to face as enemies,

in a church of the future, grander than anv existing church. In the
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meantime, peace between them is the attitude incumbent on all of us

as patriots and Christians. In the past, though we did not under-

stand one another as we ought, there was a general spirit of modera-

tion, and therefore hope for the future. The progress of material

civilization and the leaven of modern ideas might be trusted to do the

rest. 'He that believeth doth not make haste.' The province of

Quebec could not stand permanently aloof from the Maritime Provinces

on one side, and Ontario on the other, when all were united in one

political organism. Not that the responsibility for past isolation is

to be laid at the door of one race only. We were as ignorant of and

indifferent to the good qualities of Xho. habitants s.s they could be with

regard to us. How much that is excellent in them are we still blind

to ! As a people, they are to a great extent an unknown quality. We
need some one to reveal them as Charles Egbert Craddock has

interpreted the people of the Tennessee Movmtains, and Cable the

Creoles of Louisiana, and Rudyard Kipling the Anglo-Indian Empire,

and Tolstoi and his brother novelists the Russian peasant and Russian

society. Who that has once sailed up the St-Lawrence from Quebec,

in the daylight, can help having it barne in upon him that there is

there, in the very centre of our country, a Christian civilization that

is not of our type, but that is altogether beautiful from some points

of view ?
"

Commenting upon this large-souled utterance, Mr. L. H. Tache>

the editor of this gallery, has appositely written :
" Behold how

Principal Grant preaches tolerance towards a Province whose co-

operation is as necessary to the life of the Dominion as air is neces-

sary for the lungs. Second in point of population, but first in historic

tradition, the province of Quebec enjoys a geographical position

superior to any of the others. Her population is peace-loving,

obedient to the laws, tolerant and cultivated. Her public men

advantageously bear comparison with those of the other provinces,

and she has produced orators who are masters of eloquence not only

in their mother tongue, but in the English language also. Nearly all

her business men and public men speak English fluently. The French

race professes an unalterable attachment for British institutions, and,

on several critical occasions, has given unequivocal proofs ot its fidel-

ity to the British crown. What then are the causes of divergence

between this province and the others ? There are none, but the ignor-
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ance possessed bv so many Canadians of any other province than

their own. It is this fact which Principal Grant has particuhirly

reahzed, and he has undertaken the mission of causing- the other

portions of the Dominion to be rightly understood in Ontario. This

is a mission oi' enlig-htened patriotism, and the country cannot fail to

gTow greater and more prc-)sperous so long" as it possesses such men.

In times of crisis, it often suffices for an appeal from so authoritative

and svmpathetic a \oice to be made in order to restore calm."

But to revert to the speech from which we have been quoting- :

Referring to the need of selecting the best men to represent the

people in the House of Coiumons, he continued in stirring language :

" I am proud of the present House of Commons. It is the best,

because the most independent, that we have had. But we can make

the next better ; and it is time for us to be preparing to do our duty

in this all important matter. Of course, it is hard to find the right

men, but they are to be found. In the search for them, however, the

old adage, that " One volunteer is worth two pressed men," must be

rigorously reversed. It is harder still to get constituencies to elect

the right men, but the day is coming when constituencies will canvass

their wisest man to accept the nomination instead of expecting him to

canvass them, and when all entrusted with votes shall be required by

law to go to the polls on penalty of being disfranchised. That is the

kind of penalty that nature inflicts for neglect of trust. What an

inspiration there is in having a share in the making of a nation, and

what a position Canada is in to become a great nation ! I do not

refer to greatness in area or wealth or population. These are the

lowest standards. It is lunacy for men to talk of Canada having a

larger area than the United States, if they mean to imply that Canada

has anything like the same extraordinary variety or boundless extent

of natural resources. In making the boast, too, they add :
' If we

exclude Alaska,' as if Alaska did not belong to the republic, or as if

it were not worth a million or two of our frozen square miles between

the north pole and Labrador. Canada is never likely to have more

than a tenth of the population of the United States; but five millions,

growing gradually to ten within the lifetime of some of us, are as

many as one can get his arms round, and enough certainly to make

a nation ; as many as England had in the great days of Elizabeth
;

far more than Athens had in the centurv after Marathon, when she
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bore the statesmen, poets, philosophers, historians, mathematicians,

men of science, artists and teachers, at whose feet the students of

the world have sat for more than two thousand years ; far more than

Judea had in the g-olden age of that prophetic literature which is still

so largely our guide and our inspiration to righteousness ; far more
than Rome had when her sun was at the zenith,—for the glory of

Rome was not when she held the east and west in tee, and Christian

emperi^rs like Constantin and Theodosius the Great ruled the world,

but when, defeated at Trebia, Thrasymene and Cannae, her fields

wasted, her veteran legions annihilated, her young men slain or

prisoners, scarce freemen enough left in Rome to form one legion

more, she still wavered not an inch, but closed her gates, forbade

mothers and wives to ransom their captive sons and husbands, and
refused to discuss terms of peace while Hannibal remained in Italy.

Oh ! for something of that proud consciousness of national dignity

and of that stern public virtue which is the strength of states !

"

Having considered at length the question of the relation of Canada
to the United States, Principal Grant concluded with the following

eloquent peroration

:

" But while we may not agree upon details, let us be at one upon

fundamental principles. There are matters of unspeakably greater

importance to a people than the volume of its imports and exports, or

anything that can be tabulated in the most roseate-coloured and most

carefully prepared statistics. Not by these things does a country

live. A country lives, and lives in history, by what its people are.

Very little thought did the men who made Canada give to tariff ques-

tions. They were men who lived simple lives, and no privations

shook their hearts of oak. Everj-thing we have we owe to them, and

the more firmly we stand on their foundations and get back to their

simpler manners, robust faith, and sincere patriotism, the better for

us. We are living in a critical period. We need strong and true

men. These will be given us if we are worthy of them. Let us take

our stand on what is right, without any fear of the consequences.

All sorts of bogeys will be used to frighten us, all sorts of tempta-

tions to allure us from the path of honour. Against all these stand

fast. Remember how the spirit of our fathers shone out again and

again like a pillar of fire when the night was darkest. Oh ! yes,—we
come of good stock. Men emigrated to this new world, who knew
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how to endure. They hoped to found in the forests of the West a

State in which there would be justice for all, free scope for all, fair

reward for labour, a new home for freedom ; freedom from grinding"

poverty, freedom from the galling- chain of ancient feuds, mutual con-

fidence and righteousness between man and man, flowing from trust

in God. They knew that there was no other sure foundation, no
other permanent cohesion, for the social fabric. These men yearned

and prayed for the country. They were poor, yet they made rich all

who came into contact with them. Some of them are still with us in

the flesh, for Canada is only in her infancy. Let the knowledge that

such men laid our foundations hallow our aims and give us faith in

the country's future. / never despair."

It is by such inspiring appeals to all that is best and noblest in our

nature, that Principal Grant is exercising an influence surpassed by
none of his contemporaries. He is an ardent advocate of Imperial

Federation. He regards it as the solution of all the difficulties that

seem to darken the future of Canada and the British Empire. Three
years ago, the state of his health rendered a long holiday imperative.

He accordingly set out to make a tour of the British colonies that belt

the globe, and spent a year in the undertaking, returning to Canada,

thoroughly recuperated and a more enthusiastic federationist than

ever. He found the colonies at South Africa and upon the island con-

tinent of Australia rife with discussion as to the advantage of follow-

ing the example set by the provinces of Canada in 1867. If federation

be so good in part, must it not be better if made to embrace the

whole? Accordingly, since his return, with both tongue and pen he

has been pleading the cause of Imperial Federation. If ever the vast

and splendid scheme does become a reality, so far, at least, as Canada
is concerned, the name of George Munro Grant must be indissolubly

connected with it.

Principal Grant's life has been too strenuous and crowded with

competing duties to give much opportunity for literary work, and it

is to be feared that he may go from us without leaving behind a monu-
ment of that kind commensurate with his fame. His only book is

"From Ocean to Ocean," a graphic, interesting and instructive re-

cord of the experiences of the Sandford Fleming surveying expedition

which determined the route of the Canadian Pacific Railway. Al-

though marked by signs of haste in composition, the story is exceed-
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ing-ly well told, and fills a place no other book can take. His next

most important literary task was the editing of that superb publica-

tion, "Picturesque Canada." He has also contributed articles on

Canadian topics to the Ccntun\ Coutemporary Review, Good Words,

and other periodicals, in which he has shown himself a graceful and

vigorous writer.

Principal Grant's home occupies a sunny slope, close beside the

University Building. Some years before leaving Halifax, he was mar-

ried to the eldest daughter of the late William Lawson, one of the

Bluenose capital's merchant princes. He has one son living, to whom

he devotes as much time as his multifarious duties permit. Still in

the prime of life and at the height oi his fame, one cannot close this

brief biography without expressing the hope that Providence may

have in store for him many years yet of activity, beneficence and

happiness.

J. MACDONALD OXLEV.

Ottawa, 15th March, 1891
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KOOTENAY
Is the richest Silver District ou the con-
tinent, if not iu the world. Its "surface
showings'' astonished the mining world

;

and " developenient " since has demon-
strated great depth of ore bodies.

OPPORTUNITY of a life-time. All~~ the conditions favorable to success (both
.^^^__^____^__^.^^_^_^_^^^__^^^_^^^^ as to period and location) focus to-day at

Kootenay. A new era in raining.
SUCCESS PHENOMENAL. Disappointment in mine development iu Kootenay not yet

known. Valuable, strong Kootenay properties, developed on a sound, economic principle,
afford a prospect of profits unequalled by any other investment.

KOOTENAY LEADS. We offer stock at a low price and less than intrinsic values in the
following four companies, covering fourteen valuable mining properties :

—

The West Kootenay Mining Company which owns the " Thor," and "Top " and " Look-
out " Silver Mines. Capital, $1,000,000.

The Columbia American Mining Company which owns the "Kismet," " Dora D." "Ham-
bone," and two-fifths of the " Retriever " Silver Mipes. Capital, $500,000.

The Western Con.solidated Mining Compauj'. which owns the "Club," "Monday,"
" Delia," "Norway " and " Katie " Silver Mines. Capital, $1,000,000.

The Silver Tip Mining Co., which owns the " Cameron " and "Silver Tip " Mines. Cap-
ital, $500,000.

An Advance on Present prices will be made in a few days. Our first offering of Stock
was placed at low figures to make a start. Stock selling rapidly and first issue nearly all sold.
Buy now to realize the Premium assured immediately.

NO RISK. Fourteen strong mines (in four incorporate companies) afford means to work
on a scale so extensive and on a principle of averages so complete that risk is actually less
THAN IN ANY OTHER BUSINESS (being practically eliininatecl) and success assured !

STANDARD INVESTMENT. Not speculative, but conservative. We even guarantee five

per cent., if desired ! Prices of our Stock shall always be based on Intrinsic Values.. We
may offer sometimes at less than value, but purpose never holding at inflated values. We are
confident, by avoiding all speculative manipulation in our stocks, to maintain our Values
constantly in a Rising Market.

AN ESTABLISHED MARKET. We are establishing permanent offices iu all the Eastern
Canadian Cities and principal towns. Already our Stockholders are among the best Business
Men in Canada.

PIONEERS. We were among the first to go into Kootenay, and since have been pioneers
in bringing Kootenay to notice of Eastern people. Our President, Mr. W. H. Lj'uch, was
one of the first Canadians to invest iu, develope and make these mines famo\is.

Guarantees of Good Faith. We always take the largest possible interest ourselves in
any properties or interests placed on the market by lis, as we have more at stake than all

others. We .shall never offer anything that is not, m our belief, exceptionally safe and pro-
mising, and are determined to establish an Unbroken Record ofsuccesses Without one single
Failure.

AS A MEDIUM through which the Eastern Investor may take advantage of this Western
Opportunity, with all rights assured and his interests safeguarded, ours is an

- - IDEAL PLAN OF OPERATION - >

On the lines of Safety and Profit we challenge comparison with
any other available or possible Investment.

STOCK FULLY PAID UP ^'* NON-ASSESSABLE :=^^^eee= ABSOLUTELY NO FURTHER CALLS

Kootenay!—A Talistnanir JVord— T/ie Synonym of Success !

The Kootenay Mining Investment Co.
W. H. I^YNCH, President.

Address: TORONTO, MONTREAL, OTTAWA and QUEBEC.
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SIR CHARLES TUPPER

The family motto of the High Commissioner for Canada: ''Lespoir

est ma force,'^ so far, at least, as his public career is concerned, might

seem more appropriate, were it reversed and made to read :
" Laforce

est moil espoir,'' for, beyond cavil, sheer strength,—strength of purpose

and of will, of conception and of execution,—has been his distinguish-

ing characteristic. Surveying the series of historical events with

which his name is inseparably connected and which will be referred to

in their place, the simile may be applied of a snow plough forcing its

way through one of the vast drifts that sometimes impede travel

upon our Canadian railways. Sir Chartes is nothing if not strenuous.

Whatever he undertakes, he undertakes with all his might ;
and as

the snow plough, by repeated charges, in due time clears the track

for the waiting traveller, so he, accepting no repulse as final, returns

again and again to the onset until victory is achieved.

The physical constitution of the man suggests and explains this

mental quality of surpassing strength. In height, he is a little above

medium. Without being at all corpulent, he is, so to say, thick-set,

his shoulders being positively massive, and his head being set upon

them with a certain forward inclination, as though he were pushing

his way through some more substantial medium than the viewless

air. " Assuredly," you say to yourself, after glancing from the

powerful frame to the countenance whose every line speaks decision

and determination, "this man would be a difficult antagonist to cope

with in either the forum or arena."

In view of the attention now being paid to hereditary influences, it

is significant to note that Sir Charles can trace his descent from a

family which was so progressive in its day as to embrace the prin-

ciples of the Reformation, although the so doing inevitably implied

persecution. To escape the consequences of thus daring to be ahead
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of their times, two brothers Tupper were fain to flee from Hesse-

Cassel, about the year 1522. One settled in Holland, where his

descendants still flourish. The other crossed over to England, and

made his abode in the fair county of Kent. From him sprang- one

Thomas Tupper, who, inheriting the ancestral spirit of enterprise,

undertook a hazard of new fortunes by emigrating to America, where

he became one of the incorporators of the town of Sandwich in

Massachusetts.

His son, another Thomas, was so fortunate as to win the hand of

the daughter of Governor Mayhew, of Martha's Vineyard. One of

his descendants transferred himself to the still newer country of Nova-

Scotia, about the year 1760, and settled in Cornwallis. Here a family

of ten sons and four daughters sprang up about him, one of the

youngest becoming the Reverend Charles Tupper, a distinguished

linguist and Biblical critic, whose eldest son is the subject of this

sketch.

Sir Charles was born at Amherst, in the county of Cumberland, on

the second of July, 182 1, and received his early education at Horton

Academy, then considered one of the foremost educational institutions

in the country. Selecting the profession of medicine for his occu-

pation in life, he was sent to Edinburgh to study, and, in 1843,

returned with the degree of M. D. from the University, and a Licen-

tiate's diploma from the Royal College of Surgeons.

He settled down to work in his native place, and, before many

years passed, had established a practice that was hardly bounded by

the borders of the county. If he then entertained other thoughts for

the future, he never suff'ered them to interfere with the duties of the

present. He concentrated his energies upon his profession, and,

through showing far more anxiety to heal his parents than to be paid

for the trouble of accomplishing it, laid the foundation of that endur-

ing popularity which, in part at least, explains an experience unpar-

alleled in the history of parliamentary institutions, he having been

returned fourteen times continuously as the representative of the

county of Cumberland in either the provincial or federal legislature.

The year 1855 marks the entrance of Sir Charles into public life.

A general election for the Legislative Assembly was on, and Joseph

Howe, one of the most brilliant men the province by the sea has ever

produced, and then the leader of the Liberal party, had decided to run
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for the county of Cumberland. In spite of the heavy demands his

extensive practice made upon his time and energies, Dr. Tupper had
found opportunity to manifest an interest in public affairs, and to give

some hint of the stuff that was in him. His sympathies were with

the Conservative party, although, as will be seen presently, his pro-

gramme of action was so vigorously progressive, that the party had
to expand its name in order to fit it. Mr. Howe would be an exceed-

ingly hard man to beat, and the Conservative leaders were clear in

their minds that there was only one man in the county who could

oppose him with any chance of victory. That man was Dr. Charles

Tupper. To him, therefore, they went with the request that he would
accept the nomination as one of the candidates for the county. It

was, of course, a very flattering request from any point of view, but

hardly as attractive as flattering. To enter the lists against so for-

midable an opponent meant a tremendous struggle to a certainty,

whatever might be the issue. In the meantime, the practice must
take care of itself, and then, if success haply should come, the young
physician's professional interests could not fail to suffer seriouslv

while political returns were engrossing his attention.

Nevertheless, a reluctant consent was given, and then the gage of

war having been thrown down. Dr. Tupper threw himself into the

contest w4th all the strength of his strenuous nature. He had still,

perhaps, much to learn in the art of public speaking, and he had the

most intelligent and fascinating orator in the province to confront

upon the hustings; but he stuck sturdily to his task, and, when the

result of the polling was declared, as much, perhaps, to his own sur-

prise as to the delight of his party and the chagrin of his opponents,

it appeared that he had scored a brilliant triumph.

It is significant that, when Mr. Howe, on his return to Halifax,

was inquired of as to the young doctor who had just taken his seat

from him, with that frank readiness to do full justice even to a suc-

cessful opponent, which was one of his many noble characteristics, he

answered his questioners that they would soon find out he had been

defeated by the leader of the Conservative party. The Liberal leader's

prophecy had not to wait long for fulfilment. Although Dr. Tupper
had won, his party had been practically cut to pieces. In a House
comprising some fifty-two members, the Conservatives counted up
only sixteen. At the first caucus held in Halifax, Dr. Tupper, among
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the Others, was called upon to give his opinion as to the causes of

this collapse.

Although the latest joined recruit, Dr. Tupper had the courage of

his convictions, and at once proceeded to indicate certain respects in

which he believed the party to be wrong in principle, and which were

fatal to its success. The Conservative policy of that day rendered it

practically impossible for a Roman Catholic to belong to the party,

and it must needs give way to a broader and more statesmanlike

policy, that would enable men to stand on a common platform in

politics, utterly regardless of the religious faith they might profess.

In regard to the important question of railways, the position of the

party was also a mistake, and the policy propounded by the Liberal

leader was the true one, namely that these great works should at

that time be undertaken and carried on by the Government, and not

left to private enterprise. If the Conservative party would achieve

success, it must execute a complete volte-face on the railway question.

To the surprise of many, the Hon. Mr. Johnstone, then the Con-

servative leader, not only admitted the soundness of the new mem-

ber's contentions, but added that it was too late in life for him to

undertake such radical changes, and the best thing to be done was to

give carte blanche to Dr. Tupper. Mr. Johnstone's advice was

accepted, and from that hour, although he had not as yet taken his

seat in the Legislature, to the present moment. Sir Charles Tupper

has been the undisputed leader of the Conservative party in Nova-

Scotia.

A vigorous plan of campaign on the new lines was at once pro-

jected, and carried out with such skill and strength that, a year later,

the Liberal administration was swept out of office, and the Conserva-

tives came into power with a good working majority. In the new

administration, Dr. Tupper had the important office of Provincial

Secretary ; and, being now fully committed to the uncertain sea of

politics, he relinquished his profession altogether, and removed to

Halifax, which continued to be his place of residence for many years

thereafter.

Without loss of time, the new administration proceeded to fulfil

its pledges. One of the first reforms effected was the removal of the

coal monopoly. It was a fact that, at that day, no Nova-Scotian

could dig a pound of coal upon his own property. A close corpora-
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tion in London had the exclusive right of mining- and selling coal.

By the removal of this oppressive monopoly, a boon of incalculable

value was conferred upon the province, and the development of her

vast resources in mines and minerals entered upon a new and vigorous

stage of progression. Another great evil requiring reform was the

representation of the counties. This was of a most anomalous char-

acter, the small county of Hants, for instance, returning five members,

while the great county of Cape-Breton returned only two. A bill

was accordingly passed, redistributing the electors so as to obtain a

more equitable condition of affairs. It was bitterly denounced by the

Liberals, (the word " gerrj-mander" was not current in those days),

and was no doubt chiefly responsible for the fall of the administration

in the following year. Yet the fact that the settlement of the bound-

aries of the electoral districts then made remains undisturbed to this

day is sufficient proof that it was effected with substantial impartiality.

From i860 to 1863, Sir Chailes was out of power, and resumed the

practice of his profession. He did not permit any abatement in his

political activity, however, and wrought to such good purpose as to

turn the tables upon his opponents at the general elections of 1863,

and to sweep the country from end to end. When the House met,

he found himself supported by no less than forty out of the fifty-five

members, and was in a position to accomplish almost anything.

The following four years were signalized by important legislative

enactments all along the line of reform and progress ; the creation of

the Equity Court, the passing of the jury law, the establishment of

and provision for free schools, the Executive and Legislative Dis-

abilities Act, which was the first law made by any of the provinces

prohibiting dual representation ; the abolition of the cabinet offices of

Financial Secretary and Solicitor-General, and the act reducing the

number of members in the Legislature from fifty-five, which was tar

too many, to thirty-eight, which was none too few.

The vital matter of railway extension was not neglected. When
the Conservatives returned to power in 1863, there were only nine

miles of railway in the province. When, in 1867, Sir Charles passed

from the sphere of provincial politics to take a leading place in the

new Confederation, the railroad had been carried to the St-Lawrence

on the one hand, and provision made for its extension to the Bay ot

Fundv on the other.
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But, important as these matters were, they were all overshadowed
by the vast scheme for the Confederation of the Canadian provinces,

in the advocating and perfecting of which Sir Charles' services yield

precedence to no others. The question of a federal union had long
occupied his mind. In the year i860, he delivered a lecture before

the Mechanics' Institute, in St-John, N.B., on the political condition

of British North America. On that occasion, he pointed out the

serious defects that existed in the condition of Canada, and argued for

a federal union as being the only feasible and practical plan for remov-
ing those defects, and placing the government of the country upon a

proper foundation.

The time had not yet come, in the lecturer's opinion, to carry out

such an enterprise in its entirety, but one of the best steps towards it

wonld be a union of the maritime provinces. Four years later, he

had the satisfaction of moving and carrying a resolution for the send-

ing of delegates on behalf of Nova-Scotia to confer with representa-

tives of the other two provinces upon the question of union. The
conference took place at Charlottetown, but had hardly got to work
before a request came from Sir John Macdonald, then Premier of the

united provinces of Upper and Lower-Canada, asking that their

deliberation should be delayed in order to enable himself, and those

associated with him in the undertaking, to be present and offer a

broader scheme for their consideration.

The request was granted. Sir John Macdonald, the Hon. George
Brown, Sir E. P. Tache, Sir Georges Cartier, and Sir A. T. Gait,

appeared and advocated a confederation of all the provinces, in pre-

ference to a federal union of only three. The delegates went back to

their provinces more than half convinced, and the Nova-Scotian

Premier realized that the great scheme was nearer accomplishment

than he had conceived in i860.

Subsequently, a second conference was held at Quebec, attended

by delegates from all the provinces ; and, after a month's earnest de-

liberation, a plan was propounded for the creation of the Dominion of

Canada, which is substantially the constitution of the country to-day.

The final touches were given to this plan at a third conference held in

London, and then it was ready for submission to the different

provinces.

In all these proceedings. Sir Charles had played a prominent part,



SIR CHARLES TUPPER IO3

and had been especially helpful in the difficult task of harmonizing- the

widely-varying interests involved. But a still more arduous under-

taking- had yet to be achieved, namely, the overcoming of the hostility

with which the scheme was regarded by the buld of the people of the

maritime provinces. He had to encounter an anti-confederate com-

bination, which embraced influential members of both parties, and the

struggle was a long, exciting, and bitter one, in which such intense

feeling was aroused, that it has not altogether died out, and there are

yet remaining in the province voters, the sole article of whose political

creed is opposition to Confederation.

But there was no such word as " fail" in the Conservative leader's

dictionary ; and, by dint of heroic labour and eloquent appeal, the re-

presentatives of the people were steadily won over to his side until,

at last, in 1866, he had the supreme satisfaction of seeing the measure

triumphantly carried by a two-thirds vote, in both the Legislative

Council and the Legislative Assembly.

And not only did Sir Charles convince the members : he accomp-

lished a feat perhaps even more remarkable and significant. He
brought over to his support the Hon. Joseph Howe, the great Liberal

leader, and his chief opponent for so many years in the House of As-

sembly. The two men met in London, whither Mr. Howe had been

sent by the Nova-Scotian Government to ask for a Royal Commission

to inquire into the working of Confederation, with a view to breaking

up the L'nion, if possible, and Sir Charles had been despatched by

the federal Government to oppose his endeavours.

The result of the meeting was that, after long consultation to-

gether, Mr. Howe became convinced, not only that his mission was

foredoomed to failure, but that it was his bounden duty to lay down

the arms of opposition, and to devote his splendid talents in assisting

to work out the scheme he could not have cancelled, and to work it

out in the way that would be most beneficial to the province he

represented.

Although Sir Charles had every possible claim to a seat in the

federal Cabinet, on its first formation under the direction of Sir John

A. Macdonald, he preferred to waive them successively in favour of

Sir Edward Kenny and Hon. Joseph Howe, in order that the new

administration might be as fully representative of creeds and classes

as possible. It was, accordingly, not until June, 1870, that he took
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office, his first seat in the Cabinet being that of President of the Privy

Council, which he held for the next two years. He then was Minis-

ter of Inland Revenue until February, 1873, when he became Minister

of Customs, and continued so until November of the same year, when
the administration went out of power.

The three years whose history has thus been outlined were full of

activity on Sir Charles' part, and he left his impress upon the statute

book in the form of more than one enactment of national importance

and benefit. Among- these were the Weights and Measures Act, at

first regarded with much hostility, but which has proved itself a boon
of exceeding value, and the law prohibiting the importation into, and
the sale of liquors throughout the vast North-West Territories,— "a
Maine law," covering a wider extent of territory than any statute of

its kind that ever was passed, or probably ever will be so long as

grass grows and water runs.

Of all the measures passed by this parliament, the greatest is, be-

yond doubt, that concerning the Canadian Pacific Railroad, with

which wonderful undertaking no name is more closely connected than
Sir Charles'. The North-West Territories and the province of British

Columbia having been added to the Dominion, thus uniting the whole
of British North America into one vast domain, the biggest by far of

Britain's colonial possessions, the Liberal-Conservative administra-

tion, for so it had been called since Confederation, determined to

make it a real and practical union, instead of a merely legislative one,

and, to accomplish this, took steps for the construction of the most
gigantic work ever ventured upon by a nation numbering little more
than four millions all told.

At the outset, as may be easily imagined, tremendous difficulties

presented themselves, and before long these brought about the down-
fall of the administration, and the return of their opponents to power
under the leadership of the Hon. Alexander Mackenzie.

This happened in November, 1863, and from thence until October,

1878, Sir Charles, although retaining his seat in the House, devoted
himself to the practice of his profession both at Ottawa and Toronto,
finding time, however, to take an active part in political life, both in-

side the House and among the constituencies. The Liberals had an
overwhelming majority, but this did not daunt his courage, nor dash
his hopefulness in the least. He was the financial critic of the oppo-
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sition and the leader in all questions relating to the Canadian Pacific

Railway, and he suffered nothing- to pass unchalleng-ed that seemed to

him to call for criticism or condemnation.

It was during- this sojourn in the cold shades of opposition, that Sir

John A. Macdonald conceived the new fiscal policy, generally called

the National Policy, which, being strenuously advocated by his sup-

porters from one end of the country to the other, so took possession

of the minds of the people that, at the general election of 1878, the

Liberal-Conservatixes came back to power with nearly as large a

majority as their opponents had had after 1873. The majority was

none too large, however, for the Government had to fulfil their pledges

in regard to protection and for the construction of the great railway.

On resuming office. Sir Charles became Minister of Railways, so

that henceforth the burden of the work and the brunt of the conflict

in connection with the carrying out of the Government's railway policy

fell upon his shoulders, which, happily, however, were quite broad

enough and strong enough to bear the strain with ease. The original

plan had been that the Canadian Pacific Railway should be built by a

company aided b}- large grants of land and money ; but some portions

of the proposed line were obviously so costly to build and would be

so unprofitable to operate, that the Government thought it best to

assume the construction of these portions, and, accordingly, in the

year 1881, Sir Charles was enabled to introduce and have passed an

Act granting a charter to a company composed of Canadian, British

and European capitalists, who were willing to undertake the comple-

tion of what has been well called "the Queen's Highway from the

Atlantic to the Pacific."

Two other very important measures relating to the railway, which

Avere passed subsequently, but may be referred to here, were the Act

granting the company a loan of thirty millions dollars, whereby they

were enabled to finish their tremendous task some years before the

time provided in their contract ; and the arrangements by which their

rights of monopol}-, acquired under their charter, were surrendered in

consideration of the Government guaranteeing an interest of three

and one-half per cent, for fifty years, upon fifteen millions dollars'

worth of bonds, the proceeds of which were to be employed in certain

specified ways.

The railwav was built, as has been already stated, some years be-
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fore the time stipulated. It has developed and prospered far beyond

the utmost expectations of its promotors or its proprietors, and to no

man more than to Sir Charles Tapper belongs the credit for this re-

markable undertaking.

Nor was his interest confined to the Canadian Pacific Railway Act

of 1879, and the Railway subsidies Act of 1883. He opened the way
for the extension of the railway system in general, and by doing his

best on behalf of the Intercolonial Railway, which unites the mari-

time provinces with the rest of Canada, succeeded in converting an

annual deficit on the operating expenses of about three-quarters of a

million dollars into a small, but promising balance on the other side

of the ledger.

In the year 1883, Sir Charles Tapper was appointed High Com-
missioner in Great-Britain for the Dominion of Canada, and, for a

year thereafter, performed the duties of that office while still retaining

his seat in the Cabinet. But the toil of his dual position proving al-

together too onerous, he resigned his place in Parliament in 1884, and,

during the next four years, gave his whole attention to the furtherance

of the interests of his country in the Old World.

In 1885, he was Executive Commissioner for Canada at the Ant-

werp Exhibition, and, the following year, at the Colonial and Indian

Exhibition in London. To the latter, he was also appointed a Royal

Commissioner by Her Majesty. In connection with both these ex-

hibitions, but more particularly the latter, he manifested untiring

energy and zeal in securing the utmost consideration for Canadian

interests, and with such success, that Canada was generally considered

to have had the lion's share as regards the accommodation for her

exhibits and other important advantages eagerly striven for on such

occasions.

A service of commanding merit, that Sir Charles rendered during

these years, was the rescue of Canadian cattle from the ban laid upon

other live stock by the Imperial Government, in order to protect

Great-Britain from the destructive disease known as pleuro-pneumo-

nia, with which American cattle were apt to be infected. The trade

in live cattle between Canada and Great-Britain is one of growing ex-

tent and increasing value, and the prohibition of their importation by

the Mother-Country would be a positive calamity to the Dominion.

To prevent such a calamity has been the High Commissioner's con-
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stant care, and, on critical occasions, he has not hesitated to go into

the cattle pens and personally examine the animals suspected of infec-

tion, in order that he might be able, were the suspicion unfounded, to

offer the strongest proof of that fact.

In 1887, another general election was announced, and Sir Charles,

unwilling to be out of the fight, resigned the High Commissionership,

and j-e-entered the Cabinet as Minister of Finance. He took a very

active part in the campaign which resulted in the Liberal-Conserva-

tive administration being sustained by a good working majority. He

continued to act as Minister of Finance until 1888, and, during his

term of office, was responsible for the Customs Act, inaugurating a

policy of protection and promotion of the iron and steel manufactures,

and the resolutions for the transfer to the Government of certain lia-

bilities of the Montreal Harbour Commissioners, incurred in deepen-

ing the channel of the St-Lawrence, and of the liabilities of the Quebec

Harbour Commissioners, in connection with the Graving Dock and

Hariour at that place.

Also, on returning to London in 1888, he arranged the placing on

the market of a loan of /^4. 000.000 at three per cent interest, being

the fir>t colonial loan ever issued at that rate. Vet despite the low

rate of nterest, so high was Canada's credit, that tenders aggregat-

ing twelve millions sterling were received, and the loan was allotted

at an average price of ^^95. i per cent.

A very high and unusual honour was conferred upon Sir Charles

when, toward the close of the year 1887, he was appointed one of Her

Majesty's Plenipotentiaries to the Fisheries Conference at Washing-

ton, which, early in the following year, resulted in the signing of a

treaty for the settlement of matters in dispute between Canada and

the United-States in connection with the Atlantic fisheries. On his

return to Ottawa, he carried a bill for the ratification of the treaty

through the Canadian Parliament, and it was especially in recognition

of these services that he was created a Baronet, on the 13th Septem-

ber of that year.

Since May, 1888, Sir Charles has again been High Commissioner

in London, finding in the comparative ease of his exalted station

opportunity for the recuperation of his health, which had been seri-

ously affected by his arduous services continued through so many

years.
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Having thus g-lanced at the most prominent features in the public

life of Sir Charles Tupper, it now remains to refer to those personal

details which are necessary in order that something like an adequate

presentation of the man may be made. The illustration which accom-

panies this biographical sketch, and which is from a recent and ex-

ceedingly accurate photograph, renders any characterization of his

countenance unnecessary. Some reference, moreover, has already

been made to his figure and carriage.

In regard to manner, he is exceptionally attractive. He is the

most accessible of men. No barrier of haughty reserve rings him

around like a barbed wire fence. Whether approached on public or

private business, he always vouchsafes a ready and courteous hear-

ing, never suggesting by look or word that the visitor is a bore, whose

absence is much more desired than his presence. Not only does he

hearken, but, if the request be right and proper, and it be in his power

to further it, he heeds it ; and his promise, if given, is to be relied

on. He has a remarkable memory for faces, and for facts concerning

those with whom he is brought into contact. He is of a thoroughly

sociable disposition, and knows how to appreciate a good time, al-

though, it need hardly be said, the course of his life has left scant

opportunity for leisure.

In the administration of a department, he is prompt, painstaking,

and progressive. His correspondence receives scrupulous attention,

and he takes care to keep himself posted as to the main details of the

work going on under his direction.

As a public speaker. Sir Charles stands in the first rank, whether

his rostrum be the " stump," the platform, or his place in Parlia-

ment. His oratory is distinctly of the serviceable kind. It is not

characterized by smoothly rounded periods, by carefully constructed

antitheses, by studiously culled similes and illustrations. Its most

prominent feature is strength, strength in thought and strength in

word. It may not inaptl} be likened to a mountain torrent in full

flow, abundant in its volume, irresistible in its onrush, and imposing

in its tremendous dash and mighty swirl. He has no superior in

Canada as a " stump speaker." His brothers " Bluenoses " are fond

of referring to him as the "war-horse of Cumberland," and the phrase

tells its own story. When a general election takes place, he throws

himself into the fray with an ardour and energy that make opposition
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to him a task little short oi heroic. Night after night, he will address

audiences limited only by the capacity of the place of meeting, and

hold their absorbed attention for hour after hour without exhausting

either himself or his hearers. His tenacious memory enables him to

dispense with notes. He looks straight into the faces of those before

him, and stays not his speech until he has delivered himself of what

he has to say.

Sir Charles' remarkable facility wnth figures needs to be noted.

He handles the most intricate questions of finance with an ease all the

more surprising in view of his professional training. His trenchant

attacks upon the budget speeches during the Liberal administrations

were always listened to by the House wath profound attention, while

his own budget speeches, when he had the portfolio of Finance, were

considered to worthily compare with the Right Hon. Mr. Gladstone's,

in point of lucidity and vital interest.

Concerning the private life of a man whose time and talents have

been principally devoted to the services of others, in either a pro-

fessional or public relation, there necessarily cannot be very much to

say. Three years after he had entered upon the practice of his pro-

fession. Sir Charles, (then simply Dr. Tupper), was married to Frances-

Amelia, daughter of Silas-Hibbert Morse, Esq., of Amherst, a lady of

great charm of person and of manner, w'ho has been to him a help-

mate in the fullest sense of the term. Four children have been born

to them. The eldest, James-Stewart, is a barrister-at-law, practising

with much success in Winnipeg, in partnership with Hugh Mac-

donald, the only son of the veteran Premier of Canada. The second

son is the Hon. Charles-Hibbert Tupper, Minister of Marine and

Fisheries, and likewise a barrister, who has already established for

himself a notable reputation as a public speaker and administrator of

an important department. The third son, William Johnson, another

barrister, is associated with his eldest brother in practice at Winnipeg.

The only daughter, Emma, is the wife of Major-General Cameron,

R.A., Commandant of the Royal Military College at Kingston,

Ontario. Sir Charles is a most affectionate father, who has always

taken the deepest interest in the welfare of his children. Their

mutual relations are of the happiest nature, and he has good cause to

feel proud of his family.

He has been the recipient oi' many honours in the course ot his
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career, outside those which fell to his lot as the direct consequence of

political triumphs. From its formation, in 1867, until 1870, he was

president of the Canadian Medical Association, declining re-election

on becoming Privy Councillor. In the year 1862, the provincial Legis-

lature of Nova-Scotia appointed him a Governor of Dalhousie Univer-

sity. The year of the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London,

1886, in connection with which his zeal, determination and diplomacy

were so signally illustrated for the benefit of Canada, saw the Univer-

sity of Cambridge confer upon him the honorary degree of Doctor of

Laws, while, on the very same day, the Worshipful Company of Fish-

mongers presented him with the freedom of their guild. He is also

a D.C.L. of Acadia College, Nova-Scotia.

From the Imperial authorities he has received many gratifying

proofs of the recognition of his commanding abilities and services.

He was nominated a Companion of the Bath on the 29th June, 1867,

and a Knight Commander of the Order of St-Michael-and-St-George,

on the 24th of May, 1879. He received the Grand-Cross of the same

Order on the ist of February, 1886, and was created a Baronet bv

patent, dated the 13th September, 1888.

It hardly falls within tlie province of this necessarily brief bio-

graphical sketch to attempt any forecast of Sir Charles Tupper's

future. At present it appears very evident the dignity and compara-

tive ease of the high Commissionership to the " toiling and moiling "

inseparably connected with the lot of a Minister of the Crown in

Canada, although, at the same time, he is ever prompt to respond

when the battle-cry is raised, and to take his place among the fore-

most in the fight.

He possesses exceptional qualifications for the ofiice he now holds.

He has a perfect mastery, not only of the political history of the Do-

minion, as to which indeed he might in truth assert quorum pars mag-

na fut, but of her economical history, her resources and her possi-

bilities. Through his experience in the departments of Inland

Revenue, Customs, Railways and Finance, he has been intimately

acquainted with the conditions of all the problems, upon the happy

solution of which the prosperity and progress of the country depend.

To this abundant and well assimilated knowledge, he adds a man-
ner of courtly grace, under which, like the steel hand beneath the

velvet glove, lies a will of adamant that, combined with a rare gift of
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persuasiveness, enables him almost to command success in any nego-

tiation he undertakes.

He still retains the leadership of his party in the maritime pro-

vinces, and, owing- to the handsome majorities in support of the

present administration, returned in the recent general election, this

leadership is of more significance to-day than ever before. By gene-

ral consent, moreover, he is the heir-apparent to the Premiership of

the Dominion. Although he has reached the bound laid down by the

Psalmist as the ordinary limit of life, his natural force is but measur-

ably abated, and, w^ere the need to come, there is little doubt that he

would be ready to take his place at the elm. However that may turn

oiit, Sir John A. Macdonald, in the meantime, has no more loyal lieu-

tenant nor trusted counsellor, and their mutual relations are, as they

always have been, of the most cordial character.

In any event, even though the fates should otherwise decree than

that Sir Charles Tupper should crown his remarkable career by be-

coming Her Majesty's First Minister, he will have achieved far more

than sufficient to stamp his name and fame indelibly upon the history

of his country, as one of her strongest, wisest, and most loyal states-

men.

J. MACDONALD OXLEV.

Ottawa, loth May, 1891.



%



h'L.

97 ^-^.^-j^,^^,^ ./^.^;/>^

y

C^y^^^y^ ^.y _ y/^<-/'^/''i-^^^





1^

n-^

MEN OF THE DAY



HOXORH MKRCIKR



Men of the Day. 8™ Series.

HONORE MERCIER

It was in_j_86u The Reverend Father Larcher, professor of

rhetoric in the colleg^e of Ste-Mary, at Montreal, had arranged a

i^l^rand public exhibition on the occasion of some holiday, I forget

now what it was.

As a part of the performance, four students in turn were to deliver

speecli£ST-«^«^h in praise of a different branch of military service ;

while to a fifth was allotted the task of reviewing the arguments and

pronouncing judgment. Buteau Turcotte spoke in praise of the

cavalry with that caustic spirit and splendid brillianc}- of diction

which are now, alas ! silent forever ; Charles DeLorimier, (to-day a

judge of the Superior Court), extolled, with many flights of great

eloquence, the merits and importance of the infantry ; while Ferreol

Dubreuil gave superabundant evidence, as far as I can now remem-

ber, of the excellence of the artillery.

I, who came fourth on the list, demonstrated with equal con-

clusiveness that engineering ranks above all the other branches of the

service, and that the absolutely indispensable things are mines,

scarps, and counterscarps. The student charged with the dut}- of

summing up and giving judgment, and who sat calm and dignified in

the Judge's chair, was Honore Mercier.

When the last of the four speeches was concluded, Mercier rose,

and advancing slowly to the front of the stage, (for we were upon an

actual stage), glanced for a few moments about the audience. He
was not then the man of powerful build, denoting the strength and

repose of maturity, whom we know to-day. In height, he was the

same, but he had that youthful slenderness, and that slightly bashful

manner which distinguishes every college student.

The situation was, it must be owned, a sufficiently trying one. The

impassioned and vibrating tones of DeLorimier s address had created
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a profound impression. To g'ain a hearing after him, and, above all,

after the delivery of four long speeches, was no ordinary undertaking.

Mercier was perfectly conscious of this, and his first words betrayed

a lacl^_oLassuraTite. He had uttered only a few sentences, however,

when it became evident that he had regained possession of himself,

and, at the same time, taken possession of his audience. Speaking'

gravely, slowly, but V'ery audibly, he began his summing up, which

was clear, succinct, and careful,—putting aside or turning to ad-

vantage all obstacles in the way, suppressing extraneous consider-

ations and holding fast by the leading idea, which he never failed to

grasp. Gradually, more warmth crept into his voice, without, how-

ever, to great a sacrifice of the dignity which the circumstances im-

posed upon him ; and his sonorous words, metallicly clear in their

tone, flew like arrows, straight to their mark, in every corner of that

large hall. EveryoneJisiejieij^Mth surprise, mingled with pleasure,

to the speaker who, though still but a youth, was already asserting

himself with such genuine authority, and who held his way, calmly

but surely, towards his goal, with a certainty of aim and a persistenc}'

of will that are by no means common.

1 cannot remember now which branch of the service gained the

day. I think, indeed, that all four of us had our share of the victory.

What 1 do remember is that, when Mercier had concluded his sum-

ming up, he had achieved a great and well-earned success, and had

already given earnest of a future career of great distinction.

Those of us who have watched his progress since that time know
how bountifully he has fulfilled that promise.

Honore Mercier is the decendant of a French family, who originally

settled in the district of Montmagny, and a branch of which, after-

wards, took up their abode in the county of Iberville. His father, J.

B. E. Mercier, and his mother, Marie-Catherine Laflamme, lived at

St-Athanase, where he was born on the 15th of October, 1840.

After completing his course at the college of the Jesuit Fathers, in

Montreal, he studied for the Bar, and began the practice of his pro-

fession at St-Hyacinthe, in 1865.

He had already, however, some three years before, made his debut

as a journalist, and edited the Conrrier dc Saint-Hyacinthe, which

was then devoted to the defence of the political views of Mr. Sicotte,

who had gone over to the Opposition. This brief sketch does not
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allow of my entering- into the details of the political history of that

time, in which Mr. Mercier, youngL.as he was^^ook^a very active

part. I may say, nevertheless, that as early as 1864, at the com-

mencement of the discussion as to tke_federation of the provinces, he

vigorously combatted that project and was even forced to abandon

the Courricr, the management of which did not share his views.

In 1866, as confederation, in spite of numerous protests, seemed

destined to pass into the region of accomplished fact, Mr. Mercier

concluded that all further discussion would be utterly useless. He

decided to submit to a. trial of the new regime, and renewed his con-

nections with the Coiirrier. Subsequently, however, when the

maritime provinces revived several questions which had seemed to be

finally decided, the young controversialist, becoming discontented

with"~tTre"lTianner in which those questions were being dealt with,

agaiii_Leidgned his position on the paper, and devoted himself almost

exclusively to the practice of his profession.

Apart from the reputation which his spirit.ed_£aal;rQyersies had

gained for him, he had further made himself known by many lectures

and speeches which had created much comment.

In 1871, the question of Sepamle., Sdioo}s-4ii_X£wJBriU'iswick,

—

which placed the most precious rights in jeopardy,—brought him

again into the arena. He valiantly defended th^minority against the

attacks of a not over-scrupulous majority, and attempted then, for the

first time, to form a National, party, which would enable the two

great divisions of the Lower-Canadian representatives to unite and

fight together on the basis of a common interest. He was one of the

most forcible and successful of those who, on the platform and in the

press, devoted themselves to the discussion of these great questions,

so full of importance to our compatriots whose lot was cast in other

provinces.

In 1872, the electors of Rouville returned him to parliament. At

the first session, this very question of the New-Brunswick schools

was brought before the House by the honourable Mr. Costigan, and

gave rise to a long debate. The young member delivered a speech,

on the subject, which immediately secured for him a distinguished

position in the House. It was not a common occurrence to hear a

question treated with such breadth of viev\, or such skilful tact ;
and

equally rare was the force of logical reasoning, w^hich, elucidating
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every point,—dismissing" all petty objections and special pleading,

—

gathered together at last, as into a strong bundle, all the most

powerful considerations in support of hi.s contention.

Upon a division being taken, the Government was defeated by_35

votes ; but the head of the Ministry, Sir John A. Macdonald, did not

deem it necessary to resig'n.

A new session was convened in the autumn of the same year, and,

as everyone knows, the Ministry resigned in consequence of an

episode known as the "Pacific Scandal." The honourable Alexander

Mackenzie was called upon to form a new administration.

Mr. Mercier, meanwhile, continued the vigorous campaign which

he had undertaken, both from the hustings and in the^press. En-

dowed with an energy and activity no less remarkable than his mani-

fold talents, he was always the first at any post where there was a

sruggle to be sustained, and gave himself up ungrudgingly, body and

soul, to the defence of the cause he had so ardently embraced.

In 1874, the electors of Rouville eagerly pressed him to present

himself again as a candidate for their county ; but, by an act of

patriotism, he withdrew in favour of Mr. Cheval, in order to avoid
" .splitting " the vote.

In^8-j8, he contested the election for the county of St-Hyacinthe

with Mr. Tellier, who gained it by only 6 votes.

In the spring of 1879, at the time of the lamented death of Mr.

Bachand,—a member of the Quebec cabinet and Treasurer of the

province,—the Premier, the honourable Mr. Jojy, found himself in a

position of ©xtneme-peril. The loss of one of his ablest lieutenants,

and the fact that he had a majority of only one vote in the Legis-

lative Assembly, made it an absolute necessity that he should find

some one who could regain the county of St-Hyacinthe, re-establish

the majority, and, above all, bring reputation and talent to re-inforce

him in the deadly struggle in which the two political parties were

engaged.

The Premier's thoughts turned, first and at once, to Mr. M ercier.

He was sought out, in the seclusion of his retirement. In spite oi'

his disijTcHnation ever again to re-enter political life, he felt himself

compelled to yield to the necessities of the moment, and carried the

county by a majority of 304 votes. He was entrusted with the port-

folio of Solicitor-General.
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From that moment, he threw himself once more into the work with

that incomparable energy which he is well known to possess, and pre-

pared the programme of the following session, which was destined to

be so stirring in its incidents. It was during this session, (that of

1879), that he dealt with the coiiiitiLutional question raised by the in-

terventjoii QjLjJlg^federal government in connection with the action ot ,

Lieutenant-Governor Letellier in dismissin g- his minislers. on the 2fKi

of March, 1878.

Whatever may be the point of view adopted in forming a judg-

ment on the jspeech he made on this occasion, it is impossible not to

admit that it was one of the most vigorous and powerful addresses

ever delivered within the precincts of our Legislative Assembly.

Industry and talent, however, were alike powerless to avert the

danger that was impending ; and the reader does not need to be re-

minded how the Ministry were defeated in the month of October in the

same year.

In 1 88 1, Mr. Mercier, worn out by the desperate battles he had

fouglit, and realizing, moreover, the necessity of devoting all his

labours to the interests of his family, which circumstances had forced

him to neglect, took up his residence in Montreal, and announced his

firm determination of abandoningL43oJitics, in order that he might give

himself up entirely to the practice of his profession. But his career

had already been too remarkable, and of too much service to his

country, for his retirement to be so readily accepted. His friends in

all parts of the province, especially in the districts of Montreal and

St-Hyacinthe, opponents as well as fellow-partisans, pressed him to

reconsider his decision, and became so urgent that, at last, he was

compelled to accede to their wishes. The coiintj of St-Hyacinthe

elected him by acclamation.

It was at this period that several conferences were held, in the

first instance with xMr. Chapleau, then with Mr. Mousseau, with refer-

ence to a coalition, the aim being to give the province new power and

impetus by the union of its best elements. Mr. Mercier, indeed, has

always manifested this desire to broaden the bases^of_polLtics, The

two parties, however, were unable to come to an agreement over the

concessions they would mutually have had to make.

In 1883, Mr. Mercier was appointed leader of his party in the

province.
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It is at this point that his realv£olitJciiL£ar£gr,.be^[ins, and that we
see him about to display on a larger stag-e, or, at any rate, under more
varied conditions, the great powers which distinguish him ; it is at

this point that we find him about to demonstrate his undeniable abili-

ties as a great chief and leader of men. At the head of a phalanx,
small in numbers, but devoted in spirit, we find him multiplying his

own individuality, and appearing to be present at every point at one
and the same time. No subject of discussion seems foreign or un-
familiar to him : finance, statistics, compulsory education, agriculture

and colonization, woods and forests, public works, law, constitutional

questions, commerce and industries, he launches into them all, and
gives evidence at once of the most widespread erudition and of a re-

markable faculty of expression. His address during the debate on the

speech from the Throne, on the 22nd of January, 1883, and those
which he delivered on similar occasions in subsequent years, present

strikingly effective passages, which give a ready idea of the diversity

and the amazing fecundity of his talents.

I would gladly introduce here some extracts from these powerful
oratorical efforts, but it would be impossible to do so without giving

a certain political colouring to this biographical sketch, which I am,
above all things, anxious to avoid. Read, however, (it matters not

which you choose), his speeches on the New-BrunsKic.k.-Scho«ls^ques-

tion, on the rebellion of the Afe/is in the North-West, on the Riel

question, on the restitution of the Jesuits' estates, on the autonomy
of the provinces, etc. : you will find in them all the same breadth of

view, the same vigorous spirit, the same wealth of information which
enables him to graspHhe subject in its entirety, and still not to miss
consideration of a single detail.

Listen to him as he deals with the question of the Jesuits' estates
;

I take a passage at random :

"The rights of conquest were pleaded in justification of taking

possession. Such a declaration was a direct violation of the terms

agreed upon in the articles of capitulation and in the treaty of Paris.

If the principle laid down in this claim to possession be a just prin-

ciple, in natural law and international law, it must be just not onl}- in

the case of religious corporations, but also in the case of private

parties. Now, Mr. Speaker, what a cry, and what a just cry of in-

dignation would have been uttered by any inhabitant of this province
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had his property been confiscated after the conquest ! What, think

you, would our honest habitants have done, if, by virtue of the ' right

of conquest '

it had been said to them :
' We are going to take pos-

session of your goods ; we are going to take possession of these

lands, which belong to the Crown by right of conquest?' There

would have been a prolonged outburst of grief and protest through-

out the whole province. That despairing cry would have been heard

in Europe, and, in spite of the decadence of the French government

at that time, it would have been heeded by France, and France would

have said :
' You are violating the treaty of Paris and the articles ot

capitulation ; you have no right, by virtue of the conquest, to confis-

cate the property of private individuals.' And, if such a thing cannot

be done where there are no treaties, far less should it be done where

there are treaties.

"What could not be done against mere private individuals,

against men who, in the last resort, could defend themselves, take up

arms and proclaim their grievances, find protection in public meetmgs

and initiate a political movement ; what could not have been done

against men placed in these circumstances, might have been accom-

plished against poor^and defenceless pciests, against men who had

devoted their whole lives to the cause of civilization, and whose pre-

decessors had penetrated through the country from end to end,

bedewing it with their blood with such heroic devotion. Whatever it

may have been rightful to do against the Jesuits, it would have been

equally rightful to do against every inhabitant of this province. But,

in this, we find neither right nor justice, and when, in 1800, it was

declared, in that claim of possession, that these properties were taken

' by ri^ht of xojiquest,' a right was invoked which had no existence.

The articles of capitulation were violated, and the treaty of Paris was

violated, and the rights of men were violated.

" At that time, as to-day, the ancient barbaric law of conquest had

became obsolete. That is to say that then, as now, the conquest of

a country conferred only the right of superior domain, and not that

of property And, to-day, the conquest of a nation gives the

victors only the sovereignty, or the right of government, that is, the

right to receive the revenues and to take possession of all public

property. But private property is respected, and the liberty ot the

subject is not outraged.
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" Let me see a conqueror who, in our day, dare pretend that,

because he has taken possession of a country by virtue of a tempo-

rary victory, he may seize upon the property of its citizens, throw

them into slavery, and blot out from our codes those g-lorious pag^es

which have been inscribed there by Christianity."

As I have already said, Mr. Mercier, in the public career which he

has so far achieved, has entered into ev'ery subject and dealt with

every question which is of interest to tbe-country. His splendid

monograph on the province of Quebec affords an excellent proof of

this assertion. The subject, however, which has always claimed his

attention, above all others, and which has constantly been the subject

of his keenest solicitude, has been edueatron,—the instruction of the

people,—widespread, and, as far as possible, brought within the

reach of everyone. In nearly all the speeches which he has delivered,

the articles which he has written, or the lectures which he has given,

he has endeavoured to bring forward this pre-eminently vital question,

and has seldom failed to invest it with the importance it actually

possesses, or to throw it into the prominence it so justly deserves.

Upon the establishment of the schools of art and industry, in

1881, he strongly supported the project of the government, and

delivered a speech, on the subject, which was remarkable in every

respect.

" The first duty of our legislatures," he said, "is to spread abroad

primary instruction, to make it penetrate into the most remote of our

rural districts, and to overcome the opposition or indifference of

parents in certain conditions of life, towards insisting upon the duty

of attending school."

On another occasion, he expressed himself thus :
" Elementary

education is the prime necesity in a constitutional country. As
Girardin says, the education and the constitution of a country must

be brought into harmony.

"We give only $160,000 to elementary schools, and $ 70.000 to

what is called higher education. I admire and respect our classical

colleges, which we owe to the devotion of pious ecclesiastics, who
were true lovers of their country, and 1 desire in no degree to detract

from their reputation or their merits ; but I oppose a system which is

neither just, nor wise. The common people are those, above all

others, whom we should strive to educate. The rich can protect
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themselves unaided. It is to the children of the poor that we should

extend the benificent hand of education, to defend them ag-ainst the

dangers that encompass them, to lift them off the squalor and misery

which are so likely to quench their dawning- intelligence, and to open

wide to them the gates of the future, and aid them in the attainment

ot honourable positions in life.'

Elsewhere I find him saying :
" Certain branches of knowledge,

beautiful and desirable as they are in themselves, would be of little

service to our manufacturers, merchants, and artisans ; and these

sciences, interesting though they be, would not tend grea'ly towards

the advancement of those who are willing to accept them as sufficient,

in our day, and especially in our Americanized towns."

Again, further on :
" This reflected glory which is shed upon us

by our connection with the Old World, imposes new duties upon us,

among the first of which we should place the obligation of arousing

the populace from their lethargy, and of bringing within their reach

the benefits of education. Ignorance is poverty, education is wealth;

ignorance means slavery, education means liberty. It is the mother's

duty to nurse the child which she has brought into the world; it is the

father's duty to provide it with daily bread; the duty of society is to

educate it. And what is this populace whom it is incumbent on us to

instruct? What, but the people, the real people of our land? Those

who work, the labourers and the artisans, the foster-fathers of the

human race, those who construct, those who sow, but who, alas ! do

not always reap. To them let us open, and open wide, the doors o

the temple which spreads its beneficent light over the world, and let

us make sure that that light shall penetrate into even the humblest of

humble homes."

In another place, he says :
" Let us cover the surface of our pro-

vince with school houses ; let us make them numerous, tasteful, com-

fortable, so that our children may love to see them. Let us surround

them w^ith trees and with flowers, so that the young people, who are

the hope of our land, may know, (to adopt the expression of a philoso-

pher), that ' education is the rich man's ornament and the poor man's

wealth.'
"

He expresses himself frankly and boldly in favour of compulsory

education :

" There is no use in ignoring the fact,'' he says, " that compulsory
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education is a problem which, one day or another, is sure to force

itself upon the attention of all democratic communities like our own.
Fortunate are those countries which foresee the advent of this problem ;

for, to foresee it is to have already begun to solve it, and means ex-

emption, in the future, from many difficulties and much agitation."

Elsewhere he demands that, in the arrangement of courses of

study, more room should be given to political education :
" How can

you expect that the education of a child will prepare him for the great

and noble part he will afterwards have /to play, under representative

governments like our own, as a voter, unless he is taught the princi-

ples and workingsaLlhe Constitution by which he is ruled, unless he
is instructed in the rights which it will be his to exercise, and the

duties which it will be his to fulfil, unless he is acquainted with the

dangers,— political, economical and social,—which will one day beset

him, if he has not been put in a position to vote with intelligence and
discrimination on the men and the affairs of his country ?"

With the teacher himself he is also in full sympathy : "The title

of ' teacher,' " he says, " is a title of nobility, and should be sufficient

to carry with it that of elector. The man who is fit to educate citizens

is fit to be a citizen himself. By elevating the position oi' the teacher,

you will elevate the school."

^Whenever he finds occasion to revert to the subject, he never fails

to express the same broad, lofty, and pregnant ideas. This, of all the

different departments of the public service, is the one that makes the

strongest claim upon his solicitude.

He has, moreover, proved the sincerity of his views by recently

founding, and endowing so generously, those free night-schools,,

which have already accomplished so much good and which are destined,

to effect much more.

We have now reached an epoch, in Mr. Mercier's life, which

I

forms, so to speak, the point of departureJrLa. new career : I allude to

the rebellion of the Meat's in the North-West under the leadership of

their chief, Louis Riel, the latter's trial, his sentence to death, and the

execution of that sentence.

There is no necessity to enter here into the details of that drama,

still so fresh in the memory of the whole country. Let us merely re-

call the fact that, from one end of the province to another, there arose

a tremendous cry of indig-n;itinn, when it became known that, in this.
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land of i^lorious liberty and in an enlit^htened epoch such as we live in,

the authorities had decided to punish, and had punished with death, a

man who was guilty of a purely political offence; a man almost irre-

sponsible for his actions, as he had already been confined for a long

while in a lunatic asylum.

Mr. Mercier was one of the first to raise his voice in_protest, and

to call upon the people to put aside party considerations and unite in

that cry of rebuke.

A whole population rose to support him, and he literally held the

supreme power in his hands. It was at this juncture that he per-

formed one of the noblest actions, perhaps, in his career, and made

one of those generous sacrifices which leave their mark upon a whole

life. A leader was required to command this new army in its entrance

upon a new field of action. Mr. Mercier was, as a matter of course,

selected for this post of honour ; but he chose to efface himself, and

gener-ously offered the leadership to Mr. Chapleau. Such an alliance

woul 1 undoubtedly have formed the representatives of our province

into I body that would have been able to exercise a preponderating

infliunce. As we know, however, the offer was not accepted.

During the session of 1886, on May 7th, Mr. Mercier delivered a

speech wpon the North-West and Riel questions, which was one of the

most eloquent pleas ever heard in any of our legislative assemblies.

This address, with its wealth of information and its irresistible logic,

combined with its thrilling fervour, produced an extraordinary sensa-

tion. But Mr. Mercier did not feel that this completed his duties.

Thej5rovincial elections were announced to take place in the autumn

of the same year. He lost no time in beginning his campaign, in

order to prepare the ground.

Rarely had there been seen such remarkable zeal and activity as

he displayed, aided, as they were, by an ability and tact which were

never at fault. Let it be sufficient to say that, during this campaign,

Mr. Mercier went through every electoral district in the province, and

delivered ninety-three great speeches.

The result was such as might have been foreseen.

On the 16th of September, 1886, Mr. Mercier emerged from the

conflict with a majority.

In the month of January, 1887, on the assembling of the legisla-

ture, he was called upon to form a ministry, all the members of which,
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(those, at least, who belonged to the Legislative Assembly), were re-

elected by acclamation.

Since that time, Mr. Mercier has set himself to the work of ful-

filling the programme which he had formulated. He has brought to

the execution of his task that capacity for labour, that tenacity, and
that perspicacity which so markedly distinguish him.

Space does not allow of my passing in review the whole of that

programme. 1 may be allowed, however, to single out for special

mention, among all the other important incidents and noticeable laws
it contained, the inter-provincial conference of 1887, at which- s«v«ral

of the various provinces arrived at an understanding that they w.ould

unite and act together, in order to protect their own interests by every

constitutional method when they were found to be in conflict with the

central authority.

The settlement of thgj[esuit question, so difficult of solution and
pending for so many years past, is, perhaps, the most remarkable of

Mr. Mercier's achievements.

In truth, in a province such as our own, swarming with men of

difl'erent races and creeds, it seemed almost impossible to break away
from what was an accomplished fact, and to return to true justice,

without wounding susceptibilities which may be easilv understood and
readily explained.

Nevertheless, the problem was solved ; and now, in spite of vain

attempts towards the resuscitation of movements on certain points,

the solution is accepted, even by those who originally appeared most
hostile to it.

The evening schools have already been referred to. In the estab-

lishment of these schools, there lay a broad-minded and patriotic con-

ception, which our people grasped from the outset. As a consequence,

they had not been established for two years before the number of

pupils was more than trebled, and it became necessary to inaugurate

new classes to meet the pressing demands that came from all

quarters.

Another measure which directly interests our people, by aiding in

the colonization of our lands and by helping to prevent our fellow-

countrymen from emigrating to the United-States, is the law which

grants a lot of one hundred acres of land to fathers or mothers of

families who have twelve children livinir. In :i countrv like our own
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and with the prodigious fecundity of our race, this law is destined to

produce great and lasting results.

The foundation of a prize for agricultural merit is also an import-

ant measure, which will assist to a remarkable degree in shaking our

farmers to some extent out of their lethargy and making them abandon

their routine methods.

.\t the first district competition, which included eight counties, the

first prize, a gold medal, was won by Mr. Champagne, of St-Eustache,

an old man of over eighty years of age. This medal, and the other

prizes, were presented with great ceremony on the 23rd of December,

at the legislative buildings, in the presence of His Honour the Lieu-

tenant-Governor, His Eminence the Cardinal Taschereau and all the

dignitaries of the government.

Some of the important acts of the session which has just termin-

ated should, properly, also be mentioned here, such as those aflFecting

railwavs, lunatic asylums, and manufactures ; as well as the appro-

priation for the branch of the Laval university in Montreal and the

final settlement of that burning question. Lack of space, however,

compels me to be brief.

If, in conclusion, the reader desires to form a general estimate of

the talents of Mr. Mercier,—talents which, incontestably, wield a dis-

tinct power among us,- he will find, in the first place, a very remark-

able readiness of perception, a faculty of swiftly and clearly compre-

hendingjthe ensemble of any set ofJiicts, and a singular skill in picking

out the main features of a question and discarding all subsidiary con-

siderations. Add to this a phenomenal fund of information, together

with the impressive calmness of conscious power, a diction at once

correct, concise, and moving in the extreme, and it will be easy to

understand the efi'ect which the combination of all these qualities, as

a debaleiLajid orator, produces upon an audience.

Here, moreover, is the verdlctV'upon Mr. Mercier, of one who

ranked among the ablest men in France and who left brilliant traces

of his brief stay among us :

" Mr. Mercier's eloquence is made up entirely of sustained force,

of tenacity, and of logical power. It does not claim its origin from

subtle and harmonious Athens ; but one may surmise that it would

not have disgraced the Roman senate in the stern and sturdy days of

those virile orations which were the outcome oi the austere genius of
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the ancient republic, and the whole secret of which a Cato did not

carry with him to the tomb.
" To appreciate him, he should be heard on one of those great

occasions when the orator surpasses himself and reveals his whole

power.

" There is then felt to be a commanding influence in his broad

eloquence, (somewhat deliberate and sonorous though it be), which

crushes one after another the arguments of his opponent, captivates

the attention of the least attentive or the most prejudiced of his hearers,

and, in spite of themselves, gains the mastery over the passions of

hostile audiences."

And again, elsewhere :

" Recent events have demonstrated, in a manner which surpasses

even the expectations of his friends, to what an eminent degree Mr.

Mercier possesses the qualities of a political leader : the tact, the

decision, the clear-sightedness, the wide outlook ~or"the statesman,

who sees and faces, beyond the success of to-day. the requirements of

to-morrow ; the fidelity which inspires confidence in all hearts, and

which makes all alliances durable. But what was universally seen

and understood from the ver}- first, was that Mr. Mercier was essen-

tially a 4?opularlead£i^

" No one excels, as he does, in appealing to the sentiments of the

people, in convincing them, in magnetizing them. Others may, per-

haps, have been able to throw more brilliancy into the task, and so to

evoke more enthusiasm of an ephemeral kind. Mr. Mercier is not

satisfied with seduction and cajolery ; he persuades and convinces.

He does not limit himself to appearing in the counties and there gain-

ing applause. After having triumphed on the hustings, by the pene-

trating fervour of his eloquence and the virile force of his logic, he

gains the victory over one mind after another, disciplines his party,

and organizes it for victory.

"One has only to look at his massive figure, his face, full of

power, of frankness and of resolution, his features, so ex-pt^ssive in

their type, which seems to have retained something of the stamp of

the Roman medals, to feel, at first glance, that one is in presence of a

strong and influential individuality. When one has penetrated deeper,

and has learned to detect and appreciate, beneath the apparent stift-

ness and severity of the orator's style, his warmth of heart, his



HOXORK MEKCIEK 1 27

spontaneity of soul, his affability of character, and, (permit me to use

the word), that real bonhomie which is to be found at its best only

when allied with force of character ; then one is not surprised at the

reputation and influence which Mr. Mercier has been able to gfain

-among the people.

" There is, moreover, in addition to this close sympathy between

him and the popular heart, another characteristic which fitly caps the

favours^with which nature has endowed him. Mr. Mercier is, before

everything and above everything else, a French-Canadian. He is, in

the strongest sense of the expression, a son of his native land. All

the generous sentiments which stir the hearts of our people find a

strong echo in his own. The people felt this, as by instinct, and have

not found themselves mistaken.

"In Mr. Mercier, the patriot comes tirst, the party-leader after-

wards.'

\x\ physique, Mr. Mercier is of a good figure, and above the average

height. His head is well poised, his hair black, and his face intelligent

and very agreeable, bearing, (as says the writer from whom I have

just quoted), something of the stamp of a Roman coin. His eyes,

though quick to flash fire, have, as a rule, that calm, profound and

far-away expression which one sees in those of a captain oi a vessel

as he searches the horizon. He has only recently celebrated the fiftieth

anniversary of his birth ; but he does not look more than forty years

of age. His voice is sonorous, powerful, and carries far and clear.

His physical characteristics well reflect those of his moral nature :

harmony and power.

Mr. Mercier has held the office of batonnier-genenil of the Bar of

the province, and has twice occupied that of batonuier of the district

of Montreal. He bears the Grand-Cross of the Order of St-Gregory-

the-Great, is an officer of the Legion of Honour, and a D.C.L. of

Laval university ; and he has just received from His Holiness Leo XHI
the title of Count, for himself and his direct descendants.

His career, so far, has been rich in achievement ; but he is still

young and full of energy. Great things yet lie before him to accom-

plish ; and he will accomplish them.

NAPOLEON' LEGENDRE.
Quebec, 15th May, 1891.

(Translated by .Arthur \V. Gundry.)
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Men of the Day. 9th Series.

CARDINAL TASCHEREAU

Ever\- country h;is its privileged families which seem destined to

hold a prominent position in the ranks of society.

This distinction that attaches to particular names is not the result

of chance; it is better explained as a mission confided by Providence

to certain families as to individuals, and justified by heredity of talent

and virtue.

Such is the famih of His Eminence Cardinal Tascherep.u, one of the

oldest and most distinguished in Canada.

The head of this family in our country was Thomas Jacques

Taschereau, who came from Touraine and settled here early in the

eighteenth century. In the year 1736, he obtained the grant of a

seigniory in the \ icinity of the Chaudiere river.

.At Quebec, in 1728, he married Maria Fleury-d'Eschambault, the

grandchild of Joliette, the renowned discoverer of the Mississippi.

He died in 1749, leaving eight children, all of whom, with the ex-

ception of Gabriel Elzear, died on their return to France. Gabriel

left four children; the youngest, Jean Thomas, married Marie Panet,

daughter of the honourable Antoine Panet, first president of the old

parliament of Canada.

Jean Thomas was named judge, and, having shown marked

ability on the bench for some years, succumbed to an attack of

cholera in 1832.

His two children shed a lustre on the name that he did not live to

enjoy. One of these, the honourable Jean Taschereau, is a retired

judge of the superior court; and the other, the subject of this sketch.

Cardinal El/ear .Alexandre Taschereau was born at Ste. Marie de

la Beauce, at the seigniorial manor of the family, on the 17th Febru-

ary, 1820.

At the early age of eight years, he entered the Quebec seminary
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and finished with the highest honours his classic studies when only

sixteen. Immediately afterwards, he left for Europe in company with

M.l'abbe Holmes.

Before he was seventeen years of age, he became an ecclesiastic

in Rome.

One can readily understand the nature of the sentiments that a

prolonged sojourn in the city of the popes must have inspired in the

bosom ot this young: levite, and the strength of the ties that must

have formed to bind the sympathies of a heart, pure and exalted as

his mother Church.

The illustrious abbe Gueranger was in Rome at this time, advo-

cating the re-establishment of the Benedictine order in France,

^'oung Taschereau, who made his acquaintance, showed a desire to

enter an institution so suitable to his natural taste for a life of retire-

ment and stud}-.

But God had reserved him for a different ro/e in his own country.

M. I'abbe Holmes induced him to defer the execution of his pious

design until he should return home and consult with his relations.

The result was that he modified his intention and entered the seminary

of Quebec, where, however, he led a life little different from that of a

Benedictine.

Having finished his theological studies with the same brilliancy

that marked his progress in the classics, he was ordained a priest on

the loth September, 1842.

From this period he became more and more identified with the

history of the seminary of Quebec. For him it was a paternal man-

sion ; and no one could speak more eloquently of its family,

having successfully performed the duties of a son, a brother, and a

father.

In view of this close relationship with the seminary, we are not

surprised to learn from his biographer, Mgr. Tetu, that he has written

its history at length, though still unpublished,—"a labour of love"

that must have inspired a dual affection, the filial and the fatherly.

Up to 1 87 1, when he was raised to the archiepiscopacy, he never

quitted his beloved retreat but for a short time and for urgent

reasons,— once, to take charge of Irish immigrants who lay fever-

stricken at Grosse Isle, where he caught the contagion himself and

narrowly escaped death ; and, on another occasion, when he betook
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himself to the Eternal City to study the Canon law, whence he re-

turned with a doctor's diploma.

In the seminary, he alternatel}- taug'ht rhetoric, philosophy, dog-
mas, ethics, and Canon law. All his old pupils are loud in their

praise of his scientific knowledge,—of the precision and lucidity that

characterized his method of teaching. At the same time, the council

of the seminary was careful to invest him with every office of respon-

sibility and honour.

He was one of the founders of the Laval university, in whose
prosperity he takes the liveliest interest. His attachment to it is all

the deeper because of the many annoyances and anxieties it has caused
him, as the heart of the parent holds in especial tenderness the most
wayward of its children.

For thirty years and odd he has been the most prominent figure

connected with the seminary,—sharing all its pleasures and its pains,

its triumphs and its reverses. He has been unsparing of his time and
energies in its defence; undertaken transatlantic journeys, volumnin-

ous correspondence, compilation of memoirs, polemics, pastoral letters,

and mandements; and if the results have not always materialized as

he wished, it was owing- to no fault of his, as he neglected nothing
that might advance the magnificent work he had in view.

No more painful ordeal could have been imposed on him than that

which summoned him to leave this fond retreat for the archiepis-

copacy. He regarded the dignity of the more exalted position as an
inadequate compensation for the loss of the contentment and happi-

ness which were his in the humbler one; and few, if any, will feel

disposed to question the sincerity of these w^ords of his mandement :

" We take God to witness that we never desired or intrigued for this

awful charge, of whose dangers and responsibilities, to-day more than

ever, we feel keenly conscious."

When the trying moment arrived for him to take his last farewell

of the peaceful roof that had sheltered him so many years, he seemed
to break down, the few words he spoke causing the deepest emotion.

"It has always been to me," he said, "a fond and agreeable sight

to witness the reunions of the large family that met in the seminary
of Quebec, in the Laval university, and the college of Levis, over

which Providence willed that I should preside as superior and rector.

In these haunts of study and retirement I always felt that loving
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hearts beat in unison with mine,—that we formed but one body and

one soul,—united in the common desire to champion the cause of

Church and State, an object that, we recog-nized, would be subserved

by ceding- to some the right to command and instruct,—to others, the

duty of obedience and study as an indispensable preparation to fit

them for carrying out the behests of Providence. Must, then, these

affectionate ties be sundered in a moment?

"Nigh forty-three years ago, a diminutive school hoy, aged eight

years and six months, for the first time donned his coat and hastened

with his books under his arm to the seminary of Quebec, there to be-

gin a course of classics. Nine years later, after travelling through

Europe, he entered the grand seminary and studied theology. After

five years, he officiated for the first time at the altar as a priest.

"Such is the early history of my life. The venerable directors of

the seminary, who were good enough to make use of my services,

with one exception, sleep the sleep of the just, and enio}- their reward

for serving that institution well and faithfully. Their kindness of

heart in all that concerned my unworthy self no words can describe,

and sorely grieved I was to see them disappear, one after the other,

from this earthly scene.

" My twenty-nine years of priesthood have been as happy as can

be expected in this vale of tears, passed, as they were, in the shelter

of those dear old walls constructed two centuries since by Mgr. de

Laval. Thus, you see, I spent more of the fifty years that have

streaked my hair with grey in the seminary than in the home of my
childhood.

"Alas! once more I am constrained to desert an abode where I

was blest with the society of devoted fathers, affectionate brothers,

and grateful youth who ever repaid me a hundred-fold by their sweet

docility for any little good I may have done them. I would have

wished to live, to die, to mingle my ashes with those who, in life,

were my trusted guides and masters.

" Sad is the fate of the sons of Adam ! Too often do their most

legitimate aspirations prove illusory. Unfortunately for myself, I

have all along taught with too much emphasis the necessity of obed-

ience to think now of escaping its obligations myself."

It is difficult to peruse the foregoing narrative without emotion ;

but more touching far and sweetly tender were the words he addressed
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to the pupils of the Httle Seminary when they came before him to

offer their cong"ratuiations on his elevation to the archiepiscopal

throne :

"Formerly," he began, "I owned a beautiful garden which I

lovingly culti\ated in common with trusty friends ; no thoughts of

elsewhere could drag me from the cherished spot ; I loved to prom-

enade its peaceful walks ; to watch the opening of the nascent roses

that the return of each scholastic season caused to expand, that the

warm rays of study, alternating with the grateful dews of piety, little

by little made to ripen into salutar}- fruit.

" One morning, whose dawn 1 must be pardoned for regarding as

other than auspicious, these tidings were brought without any pre-

vious warning : Your garden has been enlarged into the dimensions

of a vast territory, into a diocese, in fact into a whole province !

" My answer was : Fiaf voluntas! But my little garden will

still be all in all to me and I to it. It was there that the divine Pro-

vidence first placed me, an humble plant destined to take root and

fed by the sap of benevolence. The fibres of my being have struck

too deeply into its soil to be eradicated without endangering my very

existence. Bowing to the force of necessity, I am willing to become

a gigantic tree, o'erspreading with its umbrageous foliage the sur-

rounding country, provided my little garden be near me, under the

protection of my branches, to cheer me, in return, with its fruits and

flowers."

From my knowledge of the various known styles of sacred elo-

quence, and 1 flatter myself I have some acquaintance with the sub-

ject, 1 can recall nothing more happy in conception, pathetic in sen-

timent, or more picturesquely descriptive than this admirable dis-

course. Neither St. Francois d'Assise, the poet of nature, nor St.

Francois de Sales, the florid exponent of the sentiments, has ever

written anything to surpass it for beauty and naivete.

The episcopacy was not likely to be the last step which our eminent

compatriot should take on the road to preferment.

After fifteen years of incessant toils and struggles, apostolical

visitations and \oyages, undertaken in the interests of education and

the Church, he was found worthy of a grander distinction still, that

of the Cardmalate.

Universal rejoicing followed close on an event unparalleled in the
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history of Canada. The press of all shades of opinion, of all creeds

and nationalities in the community, vied in the warmth of their felici-

tations, conveyed to the recipient of an honour so exalted, and to the

Sovereign Pontiff for so signal a mark of his favour.

To celebrate the occasion, festivities were inaugurated on a scale

of grandeur never before witnessed in Quebec. The investiture of

the insignia of the Cardinalate and of the barretta gave rise to the

most imposing solemnities and wide-spread rejoicing. All classes,

in all parts of the land, wished to be represented at these festivities

and to participate in the general jubilation. The streets wore a holi-

day appearance, flags and decorations were everywhere displayed in

the gayest profusion ; the city was brilliantly illuminated ; whilst

the procession that wended its way through the old city of Champlain

was conducted with unprecedented pomp and magnificence. The

ecla^ of the grand proceedings and the dignity of him in whose hon-

our they were instituted, were embalmed in the choicest music, poetry,

and eloquence.

In fact, a description of the splendid sights and scenes manifested

on this occasion, sights and scenes whose memory, those who

beheld them, will never forget, filled a volume of three hundred

pages.

The festivities were brought to a close by a grand banquet, in the

course of which the new Prince of the Church made an address teem-

ing with original ideas. He pictured, as in a dream, St. John the

Baptist conversing with Mgr. de Laval and telling him of the grand

future that awaited the land he was about to adopt as his own. We
shall quote from the address, as delivered, some passages :

" Behold," said Canada's patron saint to Mgr. de Laval, " behold

those rocks crested by an impregnable citadel ; there behold the city

which shall receive your ashes two centuries hence. Con-

template its many abodes of virtue and science. Do you see those

massive buildings ? They are your seminary and the university

which shall proudly bear your name. List to the accents of universal

rejoicing that echo throughout the length and breadth of Canada on

the accession of your fifteenth successor to the people. Let us parti-

cipate in the general joy !

" Seated around him in the banquet hall, behold the magnates of

civil power, distinguished prelates, a numerous priesthood and con-
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vivialists of every race and sect, uniting" their prayers in gratitude

for the honour conferred on Canada.

"This country, to-day so insignificant, inhabited only by a hand-

ful of scattered Canadians, shall then extend from ocean to ocean its

boundless territories belted by rails of steel reverberating to the

thunder of palatial vehicles swept along at lightning speed by fire

and steam. Without enjoying complete independence, Canada shall

possess all its privileges ; and the immortal Pontiff who shall occupy

St. Peter's chair shall encircle it in the rays of celestial light, emanat-

ing from the brow of one of its favoured children whom he shall se-

lect for the honour and responsibility of watching with him over the

welfare of the universal Church.

"In those days the British Empire, on whose possessions the sun

never sets, shall acknowledge the sway of a Sovereign justly revered

by Her countless subjects for Her many virtues, high sense of justice,

and goodness of heart, qualities that must endear Her to all as a

mother to Her children.

" Mav Her days be prolonged as a boon to their affectigns !

" Hardly had John the Baptist, who is more Canadian than the

Canadians themselves, uttered these loyal words, so consonant to

Canadian feelings, than a cannon shot announced that the port was

reached, Mgr. de Laval awoke from a vision, as extraordinary as

it was consoling, and made preparations to take possession of a land

that became his own.
" 1 have finished my narrative ; it is for you to appreciate it, and

for me to thank you for your kind attention to its recital."'

Several months subsequent to his installation as Cardinal, our

Archbishop left for the Eternal City, where he received from the

hands of His Holiness himself the last insignia of his new dignity,

the barretta. This was his eighth journey to the See of St. Peter.

Since then, Cardinal Taschereau has continued to lead a tranquil,

useful, holy life, such as befits his station.

Although in his seventy-first year, he has no thought of resting

on his oars ; he shows as much activity as he did in the bloom of

manhood. For him every hour of the day has its allotted duties,

comprising acts of piety, study, and the administration of his diocese.

Now that we have some knowledge of his general life, let us study

his character and labours more closely.
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It was a common remark in former ages, that the world belonged

to the silent. But in this our age of parliaments and newspapers,

the world and its empire seem to be controlled by the loudest talkers
;

and yet, the remark has some foundation in truth even now ; for if

you but more closely observe the men and measures that revolve be-

fore you everyday, you shall be convinced that those whose influence

is most felt in the world are not men who talk the most.

Cardinal Taschereau is one who speaks but little, in fact, he is

noted for his strict adherence to the axiom that says, " Silence is

golden." One of K\s inrinds-vicdires informed me that he drove in the

same carriage with him from St. -Michel de Bellechasse to Levis, and

not a single word passed their lips. " It was a new experience for

me," said my informant, "and I did not care to interrupt it. Our

silence lasted until we reached our destination."

Doubtlessly in this he has taken for his prototype that bishop

whose eulogy St. Ignace summed up in these words: " Onanto

tctciturnioreni inderitis cpiscopiini, tauto nuigis cnni rcven'iiuiu. 1 he

more sileilt a bishop is, the more deser\ing is he of respect."

This habit of silence, of course, by giving the prelate an air of

austerity, is calculated to impress people with the idea that he is not

over social. But his most intimate acquaintances declare that he is

fond of company so long as it does not interfere with his plans and

studies. He even courts the society o^ others in his moments of

relaxation.

A fund of good nature lies hidden under his austere demeanour.

He is disposed to be gay at times and heartily laughs at a well-turned

joke. But his gayety is innocent, and his language the language of

iiaivclc. This trait he inherits in common with St. Francois de Sales.

Needless to explain the difference between this sort of naivete and

that of Lafontaine. In all his gayety he never forgets that he is a

priest ; and though he frequently indulges in laughter, his laughter

is never alloyed by sneers.

One of the most distinguishing features of his character is frank-

ness. He is incapable of disguising his thoughts. When he thinks

that silence is better than speech, he is reticent, no \ ery hard task

for him.

Witli his lo\e oi silence he betrays a kindred feeling for peace
;

thus illustrating how odd is the destin\- of man ; for, whilst abhorring
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war, few bishops have had to tii^ht so many battles. Owing to cir-

cumstances independent of his will, his episcopacy has been troubled

by a series ot ditliculties, ecclesiastical and politico-religious. But in

everv instance the triumph of what he concei\ed to be the ri^ht was

his rulini^ passion.

But although a lover ot peace himself, he comes of a family mili-

tant. When raised to the Cardinalate, however, he adopted a de-

vice which clearly defines his ideas on this point : "/;/ Jidt\ spe et

chan'tate certiuiduiii. In faith, hope and charity alone must we fight."

Such is his motto.

It would be premature to sit in judgment now on the merits of the

controversies that a sense of duty compelled him to undertake. All

that need be remarked is that the Holy See decided most frequently

in his favour. He e\ er betrayed an ardent desire, even in the very

heat of contention, to bring peace to the Church, cheerfull)- following

the rule laid down by St. Augustin :
'• Pro pace Christi cpiscopi dc-

bent esse, ant debetit iioii esse. The duty of bishops is to establish

peace amongst the faithful, else, they should not be bishops."

But peace is not always cheap at any price. There are things

that cannot be sacrificed on its altar, things whose defence justly

leads to war. Hence has this man of peace been forced into many

fights. Vet critics have charged that he is not bellicose enough,

that he courted peace on any terms. And in truth there was a period

when it occurred to ourselves that his antipathy to polemics was a

mistake, was injurious rather than judicious.

Such was my opinion when the hot blood oi youth still coursed

mv veins ; but the sober thoughts of manhood have cooled the ardour

of my earlier years and convinced me how serious a matter it is to

discern when to be silent and when to speak. At one period ot my

life, 1 regarded toleration as a weakness ; but subsequent experience

has taught me that, when properly exercised, toleration is a force.

To risk what we ha\e in quest oi what we ha\e not, is e\idence ot

censurable temerity. Toleration and moderation, one would imagine,

are virtues essentiall}' episcopal. " Episcopus debet esse vitnisiietiis,"

St. John Chrvsostome obser\es, /// niagis indiilgendu ijikiiii vindiediido

regat Eeclesiani, uf iniigis (imetiir ijucuti timedtui ^
Despite the placidity of his disposition, Mgr. Taschereau has

figured more than once in polemical strifes, some of them carried on
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through the medium of the press. Now that the feeling's aroused by

these strifes have subsided, it would be interesting to know if those

who taxed him with excessive zeal for peace would not now accuse

him as its violator.

Cardinal Taschereau himself felt that polemical wrangling evoked

the spirit of discontent. He realized from personal experience the

true import of these words of St. Chrysostome :
" The bishop is in

everybody's mouth." He was severely criticized, reviled, and calum-

niated. Not so very long ago, his adversaries circulated a report

that he was a Freemason ; in fact, in 1884, I met a catholic journal-

ist in Rome who believed the rumour. At this writing no one would

credit so monstrous a calumny.

His adversaries are free to surmise that in certain critical con-

junctures, our eminent prelate may have erred : hiiinaitinn est errare.

We ourselves have considered that some of his polemical encounters

should have been differently conducted ; that it was possible to sur-

mount difficulties and avoid regrettable discussions with less tension

oi the amenities. But human perfection is unattainable, and men's

temperaments not always docile to the whisperings of conscience or

reason.

Be this as it may, in all he did he only consulted the welfare of

the Church, his inevitable war-cry being : Pro Deo et patria.

One day he defined the meaning of this war-cry by citing the

axiom of the celebrated Dr. Brownson, who once said :
'' Pro pairia

quid pro Deo ; et pro Deo giii'u pro patria.''

His whole episcopal career has been an elucidation of this felicitous

interpretation of the latin device.

That Cardinal Taschereau is endowed with the rarest qualities of

head and heart is undeniable. His judgment is sound and well

balanced, trained for calm and dispassionate appreciation. His bright

parts and scholarly attainments have been developed by constant

study. He was ever a diligent reader and lover of books, believing

that a bishop should be the beacon-light of his fold.

His sound judgment is supplemented by a stern sense oi justice.

He knows how to temper apostolical zeal by charity ;
and when he

censures, he censures without undue acrimony or passion.

He is ever ready to aid in any undertaking for the benefit of his

creed or country. When his presence is required to shed lustre on
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any demonstration, be it religious or patriotic, he places himself in

the hands of its organizers and goes into his part with a spirit and

dash seldom witnessed in a man of his years.

He cannot be styled an orator; but he never attempts to speak

without having something to say worth hearing, his diction being

simple and correct.

His stvle is remarkably pure. He writes without pedantry or

ostentation, but with taste and an intimate knowledge of his mother

tongue. These remarks are particularly applicable to several ot his

excellent mandements and pastoral letters.

But it is virtue alone that strengthens the hands of our clergy;

and if statesmen would only cultivate this quality more, they would

have less faith in the power of money and intrigue. Laymen are

seldom impressed with the value of virtue. Not so holy king David.

His intimate knowledge of affairs, human and divine, qualified him to

judge of the virtue which he has embalmed in the psalm of great

beauty:

'Oiiis ascendct in monteni Domini ? Who shall climb the moun-

tain oi the Lord?" he asked himself. And he replied: '' Innocens

manibus et niundo corde. He whose hands are clean and whose heart

is pure." Further on, the holy prophet adds: "Such is the generation

of men who seek the Lord God Raise ye your gates, oh princes!

and you, ye eternal gates, rise and the King of glory shall enter.

AttolLite portas, principes, vesims, et elevaniini, porke cetemules : et

intfoibit Rex gloria;." But the eternal gates shall only be raised when

this King ot glory proclaims his titles; and angels' voices and the

voices no doubt that ask; ''Onis est iste Rex gloria^? Who is this

King of glory?" Other angel voices answer: -' Dominns fortis et

potens ; Dominus potens in pnclio. He is the all-powerful Lord,—the

Lord strong in battle. Raise ye your gates, oh princes! and you, }e

eternal gates! rise and the King of glory shall enter."

But the eternal gates do not open yet, whilst the voices are again

heard to ask: "Who is this King oX glory?" The voices seem to

sav that it is not enough to by the all-powerful Lord, that another

title is wanted ere the eternal gates shall rise before him.

Thereupon mysterious voices answer: "This King of glory is

the Lord of virtues : "Dominus virtntiim, ipse est Rex gloriie.
"

\'irtuel it is this alone that entitles us to glory, that wins our



140 MKX OK THE DAY

admiration and that nothing can resist, the power before which all

doors must open. It is this virtue that constitutes the brightest gem
in the diadem that crowns our venerable archbishoD, that has made
him worthy of his honeurs, glory, and dignit} .

The picture that we have here endeavoured to sketch would be

incomplete, if we failed to give more prominence to the pastoral

letters of our eminent prelate. They form a bulky collection, and

may be regarded, in a manner, as a documentary history of his

twenty years of episcopacy. This history, now before me, is com-
posed of two large volumes and treats of an astonishing number and
variet}- of topics. Several of these are confined to the rubric, to the

rules of discipline and administration common to the Church and

matters ecclesiastical.

But a large number are dedicated to questions ha\ing a much
wider scope, that might be read with profit and interest by la3men

as well as clerics.

The zeal of the pastor is not exclusi\el\' defined to the establish-

ment, organization, and support of works oi' charity, piety, and

education; to the celebration of festivals; the commemoration of

anniversaries, or the promulgation of encycical bulls.

The active mind of the father and spiritual chief is bus}-, not alone

with the religious needs of his children, but with their social and

material wants as well. He enlightens them at times on the real

nature of the ties that subsist between Church and State, and fortifies

them against the attacks of incredulity and liberalism; at times he

enlarges on the evils of intemperance, of dissipation, of emigration to

the l^nited-States, and decries unseemly strifes and intestine dissen-

sions. His voice is ever heard in the cause of conciliation and peace,

advocating harmony in the ranks o\' the clergy and mutual good will

between them and their bishops.

Anon he launches his thunder against secret societies, Free-

masonry, and all cognate organizations that tend to undermine the

rights of labour and to bring employe and employer into conflict.

Anon he traces ttie line of conduct to be followed in electoral cam-

paigns; maps out the duties of the clergy, the exigencies of the moment;
clears up doubtful points, and tells even the members of parliament

themselves how the}- should act in the best ii-iterests of the Church and

State. Whenever a vicious law is passed, or a judgment of the courts
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infringes on the rig-hls of liberty or of religion, then, too, is his voice

fearlessly lifted in denunciation. The same denunciation is hurled at

the heads of journalists who assail the priesthood and the faith.

Obscene theatricals share the same fate.

An enlightened sense of patriotism inspires and animates his apos-

tolic zeal. His life is devoted not alone to the propagation of the

Faith, but to the colonization, as well, of his country and the well-

being and growth of his people.

I was especially fortunate on looking over the fiftn volume of the

Mandements des Eveqiies de Quebec, to find in the collection a private

circular addressed to the clergy touching the colonization of Manitoba.

When I visited this province, in September, 1889, I much regretted

that mv compatriots, instead of flocking to the States, did not settle

down in our Canadian North-West and take possession of its magni-

ficent and fertile soil. It struck me as a national calamity. I asked my-

self if our bishops had ever done anything to guide thitherward the

stream of emigration amongst those of our own race. I had forgotten

all about the patriotic circular refered to above, published as far back

as the year 1871. This circular makes an eloquent appeal to Canadians

and bears the signatures of all our bishops, including the present

archbishop of St-Boniface.

It begins by deploring, in the most touching language, the grow-

ing desire of our compatriots to abandon the land of their birth and

their homesteads, to seek amongst strangers that prosperity that

awaits them at home. It proceeds to entreat the clergy to do all in

their power to keep the tide of emigration within the boundaries of

the Dominion, and adds:

"Our voung country is certainly not so small that we should leave

it for want of territory. More than ever before are immense tracts of

valuable land, within the limits of Canada, opened up to our people.

The acquisition of the North-West and of the province of Manitoba

offers golden advantages to those who, whilst desirous of removing

from their present abodes, are anxious to find others clear of woods

and ready to cultivate. To settle down on the rich prairies of the

West our people have no need to cross the Canadian boundary. It is

not our wish to tempt the farmers and others of the province of Que-

bec who are happy and in easy circumstances to throw up these

advantaires for the risks and uncertainties attending distant emigra-
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tion ; but we enjoin on our clergy to bring the province of Mianitoba

prominently under the notice of such as are afraid or unwilling to

undergo the hardships of clearing bush-lands to make for themselves

new settlements

"By emigrating there, our compatriots will not be cut off from us;

they shall still be Canadians under the same religious and civil insti-

tutions; placed where their faith shall not be imperilled; where, on

the contrary, they shall be enabled to spread the light of the Gospel

over the vast deserts of the West discovered by their sires with no

other desire."

Alas! This national appeal, so prophetic in spirit, was disregarded;

and Manitoba, that might have become a French-Canadian province

is, to-day, for them a proscribed land.

We have reason to believe that this circular was the work of our

archbishop; he deserves our felicitations in consequence. We are

also pleased to state that this circular clearly refutes the slanderers of

Mgr. the archbishop of St-Boniface, who accused him of hostility to

emigration directed to our Canadian North-W'est. It is there shown

that, in 187 1, when the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway

seemed an idle dream to many, Mgr. Tache was untiring in his efforts

to induce his countrymen to settle in Manitoba.

If the space allotted to this work were not limited, we could cite

many more interesting pages in testimony of our illustrious prelate's

pastoral labours; of his teaching-s relative to varied questions of

political and social interest, and others of equally vital importance

touching the duty of the clergy during elections, mixed marriages,

and education.

It was an inspired thought that caused this compilation of the

words of the Quebec bishops to be published. There shall our future

historians find a rich mine of unadulterated materials to draw from

;

and when His Eminence shall be enrolled on the records of all climes

and times, there shall prosperity find his latest and brighest wreaths.

A. B. ROUTHIER.

Quebec, August, 1891.

(Translated by W. O. Farmer, B. C. L.)
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The somewhat irregular triangle called Caithnesshire,— a ^stern,

brave, and historic region,— is the most northerly county of the Cale-

donian mainland. It is a land of ".ide wastes of woods and treeless

tracks, but is, withal, the home of a sturdy and honest stock. The
old Gaelic tongue is still largely used there in private converse and in

public worship, and many quaint local customs and usages still hold

their own in its remote corners.

In the old days of the Napoleonic wars, a certain John Mowat,
hailing from Canisby, in Caithness, did valiant service for King and

country under the Great Duke in the Iberian Peninsula, and, after

Waterloo, came out to Upper-Canada "to seek liiii-fortune." Whether
or not he found a pecuniary fortune I know not, save that I never yet

heard or read of a Scotchman in earnest in that direction who lailed,

and I have no reason to think that John Mowat was an exception to

this general rule; but, at all events, he found a wife, a miss Levack,

whose name is still held in honour by his descendants. Her he

wedded at Montreal, and subsequently removed to the old Limestone

city of Kingston, in which he settled, and in which was born his

eldest son, the Oliver,Mowat of this article.

The Mowats were tories,—were, indeed,intensely conservative.

So, also, is the honourable Oliver Mowat, premier and attorney-

general of Ontario. This fact is not altered by the circumstance that

the distinguished personage in question calls himself and is called by

his followers,—in all honour and honesty, too, be it remembered,—

a

liberal, a reformer. "Foolish people," said Wolfe Tone to some
would-be revolutionists in the north of Ireland, "foolish people! You
may call yourselves 'citizens,' if you will, and other such names, but

that does not make you republicans." It is not to be thought, of

course, that Mr. Mowat's conservatism is made a matter of reproach
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by the present writer,—far from it. But how should a boy born of

corxseryative parents, educated in a conservative environment, and

afterwards, as a young man, articled to that arch-priest of conser-

vatism, Sir Jobn Alexander Macdonald, turn out anything in nature

but a sound high tory? And that, at heart, is the honourable Oliver

Mowat. What he has, that he keeps; whatever he found good in

anything, that he has never hastened to discard; and wherever he has

made changes, they have been made with as little radicalism as

imperious necessitv would permit. Mr. Mowat's conservatism has

been in nothing more strikingly exemplified, however, than in his pre-

serving and steadily augmenting the prosperity of Ontado and the

honourable well-being of himself and his followers for nigh a score of

years; and the good work still goes on. This self-control in pros-

perity is a sign of greatness. It is a sign eminently characteristic of

the premier of Ontario. Vour weak-minded man is unnerved or else

besotted by success, pushed by prosperity, so to speak, off his base

of action. Nor indeed is it only the weak-minded who are made
uneasy by a flood of glory and of joy pouring in upon their soul. To
be spoiled by prosperity has been the fate of many whom the world

calls great, of many who were as a wall of brass before the marshalled

hosts of adversity. It needs goodness as well as greatness to enable

a man to hold his own against the full tide of a prosperous fortune.

Everybody is willing enough to get a chance of demonstrating his

goodness and greatness by being put to this proof; but how few,

comparatively speaking, deserve the chance! and how much fewer

still, of even the supereminently deserving, get it! and fewest of all

are they who, deserving and getting the chance of exhibiting genuine

worth by standing the test of prosperity, acquit themselves of the

proof with symmetry and with honour.

Of these last it may be said that they are picked men in the very

best sense of that expression. Such men as Oliver Mowat. Long
since good fortune came to him in almost o\'er-measure; but he knew
how to vjTlneit and how to augment it. In a word, he has set a shin-

ing example of ability to bear a prosperous fortune even more wisely

than an adverse one,—a thing which some of the world's greatest

philosophers have thought the hardest thing of all, and of all things

the most glorious.

Among the many claims to distinction which the good old city of
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Kingston unquestionably has, assuredly not the least is that it is the

birthplace of the strenuous statesman who has so long and so success-

fully administered the affairs of his native province. Oliver Mowat
was born in Kingston on the 22nd of July, 1820. He is, therefore,

some five^yeaTs the Junior of Sir John Macdonald. His physical and
mental build is, in many respects, different from that of the veteran

Dominion premier, and he carries things off, if I may be allowed the

expression, in a different way. BuLthe two aged statesmen are wonder-
fully alike in having preserved to an advanced age an extraordinarilv

\ivacity and sprightliness of manner. Mr. Mowat has now gone
beyond the alloted three score years and ten ; but face to face with him,

noting his alert manner, his quick grasp at the most minute detail, it

is difficult to realize that one is in the presence of a man of over

seventy years. While I pen these lines, that other wonderful old

man, the most illustrious of all Canadians, and, indeed, of all men,
public and private, on the American continent. Sir John Macdonald,

lies at the very gates of death, amid the tears and prayers of an nation

which his hands, more than all others, have built up to greatness and
to strength. May he, hopeless almost as the prospect now appears,

be spared vet many years to Canada! and surely, too, looking round

and seeing how comparatively rare is the union of splendid abilities

with genuine Christian virtue, the prayer may be earnestly offered up

that the present first minister of Ontario may be long left to dignify

and ennoble the public life of his country and to continue his earnest

labours for her weifare.

Oliver Mowat, like man}- another public benefactor, had not the

early advantages of a college and university course. He bears now
high academic distinctions, both from the university of Toronto and

from Queen's university, Kingston, of whicii seats of learning he is a

doctor of laws; but in his youth, and prior to the study of law, he had

to be content with the best schooling that Kingston could give. It

was not very much in those days,—at first sight. There were not so

many "ologies"' in the school ciirnculiiin of that earlier generation,

but what there was to be taught was taught well and learned

thoroughly.

Young Mowat, too, very early became a student o'i men, and in

that way gained for himself a knowledge broader and deeper than any

that could be gleaned from books alone. This is the knowledsje that
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has helped him so much in his political and legal struggles and

triumphs, this knQwledg;e .of human nature, and sympathy with human

needs and aspirations.

Here is not painted the portrait of a perfect character. Where,

indeed, do we find the portraiture of a perfectly symmetrical and flaw-

less character anywhere, but in the pages of the new testament? This

only perfect character is the character of that One who has in Himself

every excellence. I have just stated that the subject of this notice

has a knowledge of human nature and a sympathy with human needs

and aspirations. But the knowledge is more profound than the

sympathy is deep. It is not that his sympathy is not genuine, but

only that it does not go far enough, or rather that he suffers the great

chancery lawyer to occasionally thwart the better instincts of the

good man. Nor must it be supposed from what has been said of Mr.

Mowat's lack of what is called "a college course," that he is not a

student of books as well as a student of men. He is, in fact, both,

and is really a man of great and varied learning; but this he owes,

under Providence, much more to himself than to the colleges.

Young Mowat began his legal «tiidjes_first under the honourable

John A. Macdonald, known to fame as "Sir John" by a sort of reflex

action in all the stages of his career. It is eminently pleasing to

know that the friendship thus early formed has been cemented and

perpetuated through the lives of those great men. Opposed by poli-

tical exigencies, they have ever been united by private amity and

good-will, each publicly, on more than one occasion, bearing the

most honourable and eulogistic testimony to the worth and genius of

the other. This is as it should be, although we have unfortunately

in Canada a certain considerable section of malignant partizans whose

creed is to deny all worth and genius and virtue of a man, if he do

not see eye to eye with them in political issues. Out upon such

senseless, miserable, uncivilized, narrow prejudice ! Great souls are

often tainted, it is true, by prejudice, but never by this prejudice,

which is peculiarly characteristic of the blatant, vulgar, domineering,

ignorant demagogue, the Josiah Bounderby of public life.

Oliver Mowat was called to the bar of Upper-Canada about the

time that he attained his majority. There was in these days a much

broader line of demarcation than there is now between common law

and equity. The new barrister inclined to the latter, and very quickly
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achieved uncommon elistinction at the chancery bar. In icS5(), he

was made one of Her Majesty's counsel learned in the law, a body of

jurists more familiarly known as Q.C's. Not satisfied with being' a

Q.C. himself, the little premier has, from time to time, made a num-
ber of his own, so that, between creations of this kind by the Dominion

government on the one hand and Mr. Mowat on the other, it is

rapidly coming- to the pass when we may say :
" F'ew escape this

distinction. ' Mr. Mowat has been so often successful in his conten-

tions with the Dominion, that it is not impossible he may vindicate

the alleged rig^ht of the lieutenant-g-overnor-in-councll of Ontario,

(which practically means himself), to create the wearers of the silken

g'own. If it should ever be established that this rig^ht resides in the

dignitary abo\ e named, other provincial premiers will not be slow to

follow in Ontario's wake. Then, indeed, this Dominion will see such

a creation and such an ag-greg^ation of Q.C's, that the honour will

become a drug in the market. Even as it is, the silk gown has be-

come so common, that it no longer carries with it the old-time prestige

:

but, if the Dominion and Ontario governments are satisfied with

their creations in this regard, assuredly the present writer has no

ground of complaine in the premises.

Mr. Mowat's connection with the law has been, in one way or

another, continuous since his call to the bar in Michaelmas term,

1841. He is still the head of a flourishing firm of practising barris-

ters, Mowat, Downey and Langton, and is, in virtue of his office as

attorney-general, a bencher of the Law Society of Ontario.

In 1857, the future premier entered public life under the old

regime and sat in the assembly as member for South Ontario. This

constituenc}- he continued to represent until 1864, when he for a time

retired from public life, being appointed vice-chancellor of Upper-

Canada on the 14th of November in that vear. Of course, judges

are really as much in public life as are ministers and members of de-

liberative and legislati\ e bodies, but curiously enough the phrase is

restricted in its application, so as to take in only parliamentary and

legislative careers. Indeed, life on the bench and in the public ser-

vice seems to be looked upon as a sort of seclusion ; and I have more

than once heard civil service officials refer to some phase of their

more or less eminent careers before entering into the service of a

grateful country, as happening, to quote their own words, " when I
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was out in the world," as if, good luck, the life of the departmental

buildings were a monastic life, which. Heaven knows, it is far from

being !

In spite of his conservatism, Mr. Mowat is not without some

faith in the theory that " variety is charming," and he was willing,

in i86i,to represent the electors of Kingston in the assembly. It

was a willingness that was not reciprocated. If " Barkis was will-

in'," Peggotty decidedly was not; and Mr. Mowat had to rest con-

tent with South Ontario. As in the case of Sir John Macdonald, so

Mr. Mowat's, entry into public life was soon followed by a taste of

sweets of office. In the latter case, it was almost literally no more

than a taste ; Mr. Mowat was sworn a member of the Brown-Porion

government, with the portfolio of provincial secretary, on the 2nd

of August, J858, and, in the 6th of the same month, the portfolio in

question dropped from his b}- no means nerveless hands. It was not

Mr. Mowat's fault. The times were queer, were, in fact, " out of

joint." So he might well have said, after trying his prentice hand at

Government for this exceedingly brief spell: '' Noii est istii vica

culpa, qiiirites, sed tcDipoi'uin." It was Sir John Macdonald's turn.

It will be remembered that he and the government in which he had

held the portfolio of attorney-general had to resign office on the 29th

of July in the same year, having suffered defeat on the seat of govern-

ment question. The same 6th of August, which saw the provincial

secretary's portfolio slip from the fingers of Oliver Mowat, saw Sir

John's return to power in the guise of postmaster-general of Canada.

Until the May of 1863, the goodly savour of office was not for Sir

John's quondam law student. A _\ear earlier, the former statesman's

administration had again met defeat on the militia bill. Then came

the government of John Sanfield Macdonald, a man of singular force

of character and passionate love of power. This administration, at

the time in question, is commonly spoken of as the Sandfield Mac-

donald-Dorion government. Mr. Mowat was given the portfolio of

postmaster-general in this government in May, 1863, and held it un-

til the March of the following year ; he was a very efficient minister

and departmental head, although, of course, the work of such a de-

partment was far from being as congenial to him as is the work of an

attorney-general, the title by which he is best known.

The famous combination of opposing power known as the coali-
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tion was formed in due time and could not ha\e been formed without

the little postmaster-g^eneral : in June, 1864, he ag-ain took his for-

mer portfolio and held it until the 14th of the following^ November.

Then, as before stated, he retired from public life and took an exalted

seat upon the bench as vice-chancellor of Upper-Canada. It was an

honourable position, and INIr. Movvat's virtues, talents, and magnifi-

cent capacity for work, gave it new lustre. This high office he re-

signed on the 25th of October, 1872, when he was summoned by the

lieutenant-governor to form an administration for carrying on the

Queen's Government in Ontario. The ex-judge was sworn of the

executive council of the province with the portfolio of attorney-gen-

eral on the last day of October, 1872. In the following month the

new premier was elected by acclamation by the rural constituency ot

North Oxford, which he has ever since represented, and from which

it appears to be as impossible to dislodge him as it is to deprive him

of the premiership of the province.

While he held the office of vice-chancellor, Mr. Mowat was one of

the judicial officers appointed for the purpose of making an exhaus-

tive inquiry and preparing a report upon estate bills in the Ontario

assembly. He had proved his fitness for the work of a commissioner

by his splendid success in the years from 1856 to 1859 in the work of

consolidating the statutes of Canada and of Upper-Canada, respec-

tively. No man in the public life of this country has a greater capa-

city for sustained hard work than the present premier of Ontario.

Indeed, his powers in this way may truly be called immense. He is

energy and industry personified ; and it has often occurred to me as

a pity that this splendid strength of his has not found work more

worthy of it in a larger field. As it is, much of it has been expended

in building up large piles of unnecessary legislation in the shape of

amendments to provincial acts, and reconstructions and reorganiza-

tions and readjustments almost ad infinitum. This is not directly

Mr. Mowat's fault : it is directly the fault of the ridiculous practice

of summoning the provincial legislature every year for the despatch

of business, when there is really no business to be despatched.

Hence, since a show of work has to be made, the processes above

alluded to, processes called by the profane "tinkering." Mr. Mowat
is indirectly responsible for this state oi things, as it is quite within

his power to bring about biennial, instead of annual sessions oi the
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legislative assembly of Ontario. What an economy this would be

for the people of this province ! And what a good example for Sir

Richard Cartwright's " half a dozen minor provinces "' to follow! In

all seriousness, now that for years past the great bulk of provincial

legislation has been thoroughly vivified, there is no good reason

whatever why the provincial legislature should sit every year. There

are a great many good reasons why it should not. It will be suffi-

cient to advance two, the most valid and convincing. Annual ses-

sions of the legislative assembly involve a lameatable was.te Di-^iublic

money, the only gainer being the city of Toronto ; and even Toronto

does not gain as much as might at first sight be thought, the more

or less distinguished members from the rural constituencies who
come to serve a grateful province "in the big county council" being

of a decidedly economical turn, and spending no more of the sessional

allowance in the Queen city than necessity compels. But a graver

reason for the discontinuance of annual sessions is found in the mis-

chief that has more than once arisen from the process of "tinkering."

a process that, in the most fa\ ourable circumstances, cannor"be~cOn-

sidered as better than innocuous. Happy that act which is simply

encumbered by useless adjections, because it too often happens that

an act by repeated "tinkering" is mischievously transformed.

Foolish, indeed, would be that man who would decry or seek to

belittle the importance of the functions of our provincial legislatures.

Most important interests are committed to their charge, some of them,

as education, transcending in magnitude and in closeness of relation

to " the business and bosoms" of the people even some of the mat-

ters in charge of the parliament of Canada itself. But will any rea-

sonable man deny that the school law of Ontario, for example, has

not suffered by "tinkering?" It was, indeed, with reference to

abuses engendered by meddling and muddling with the school law

and with the license question that the Toroiifo Week, an admirable

publication, pertinently remarked : "These and similar shortcom-

ings of the present administration should serve to remind the electors

of the weakness of political human nature, even at its best, and of

the need of imposing suitable constitutional checks upon the arro-

gance that is apt to be engendered by too secure a tenure of office."

Such lustre as surrounds Oliver Mowat is due, under Providence,

to the greatness and goodness of the man himself, and not to his
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surroundings. These are of the paltriest and meanest kind. Let me

not be misunderstood. I refer, of courseT to the little premier's ma-

terial surroundings, not to the members of his cabinet. These per-

sonages, indeed, are all honourable men, standing evidences of Mr.

Mowat's sagacity of choice. It cannot, however, be said that there

are many phenomenally gifted men in the Ontario government. As

In the case of the Premier himself, a man of abilities and acquired

knowledge splendid enough to shine in any government, so in the

case of one or two members of the Ontario cabinet, one cannot help

a certain measure of regret at seeing great talent, energy, and torce

of character "cribbed, cabined, and confined" within what is, after

all, a restricted area. This is especially true of the honourable C. F.

Fraser, commissioner of public works, who should be in the house

of commons of Canada, instead of in the executive council of Ontario.

But the majority of the members of the Mowat government are as

high up as their learning and abilities entitle them to be. They are

eminentlv respectable political heads of provincial departments, well

qualified to carry out the behests of their illustrious chief, and, as

already stated, standing evidences of that chief's wisdom in choosmg.

After this digression, I return to the question of Mr. Mowat's

materiaLsurroundings, the point insisted on being that that eminent

statesman owes all his lustre to the splendour of his own talents and

derives no dignity from the style of his official housing. " Disgrace-

fully shabby," is the way in which Mr. Ewan. in his graphic descrip-

tion of Edward Blake's triumph over John Sandfield Macdonald,

describes the legislative chamber at Toronto. " Disgracefully

shabby "
it is, and disgracefully shabby and ramshackle, and dilapi-

dated and mean-looking, and faded and dingy, are all the chambers,

rooms, offices, halls, and buildings in general, and, in particular,

legislative and departmental, thereto belonging and therewith con-

nected. This strikes most painfully a visitor from Ottawa, who can-

not avoid being forcibly struck by the immeasureable differences

between the legislative and departmental environments of the Do-

minion and the provincial capitals. It is truly a relief to eye and

mind alike to gaze upon the stately pile of buildings rising in the

Queen's park, Toronto, and to know that within the present century,

at all events, the Ontario government and legislative assembly will

be housed in a manner somewhat befitting their importance and their
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dignity. But now it is an evidence of Mr. Mowat's inherent worth

and greatness that the power of his individual attributes does assert

itself and impress itself on the mind of a visitor, notwithstanding his

"disgracefully shabby " surroundings, and it is the force of his char-

acter, the splendour of his talents, the uprightness of his mind, which

does this ; for neither does the premier of Ontario derive any great aid

from personal appearance. To say that Mr. Mowat is a distinguished-

looking man would be a flattery which nobody would resent more

sternly than Mr. Mowat himself. I have a sincere respect for Mr.

Mowat, and I feel sure that if he should ever think it worth his while

to read this article, he will not be offended by the candid statement

that his genius and virtues derive no adventitious aid from his face

and figure. These I need not describe. They are familiar to all.

But what I should like to describe, if I could, is the charm, the

geniality, the graceful courtesy of his manner. It is impossible to

converse for ten minutes with the premier of Ontario without being

convinced that you are in the presence of a true gentleman, which

means ever so much more than is thought by most of those who
flippantly utter that sorely-abused word, and of a true gentleman who
is also a great and a good man. There is no man in public life on

this continent who is more patient, more courteous, more painstaking,

more thoroughly kind and affable in the transaction of^Business than

is Mr. Mowat ; and there are very few who can be said to be his equals

in the possession of the admirable qualities just enumerated. With
how much advantage to themselves and to the long-suffering public

might not the patience, the courtesy, the earnestness, the kindness,

and the affability of this veteran statesman by imitated by divers and

sundry inflated personages in the public life of Canada, who have not

a hundredth part either of 01i\er Mowat's genius or virtue !

Much good work has been done in the "disgracefully shabby" old

parliament buildings at Toronto. Much more space than is at the

disposal of the present writer could be taken up with the bare

enumeration of the beneficial measures which the Premier has carried

successfully through the legislative assembly. The mention of no

more than his introduction of the ballot in political and municipal

elections; his admirable railway acts; his sagacious settlement of

that irritating question of the municipal loan fluid, is enough to

remind us of the benefits of his wise administration has conferred
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Upon the province. Not the least in the long catalogue of Mr.

Mowat's achievements is his consolidation of the statutes of Ontario,

a work more than too much needed.

These splendid abilities of the little premier, of which mention has

been made so often already, found triumphant display before the

judicial committee of the imperial privy council.

Deplorablv bigoted and narrow-minded would be that partizan

who should refuse to recognize the greatness of the legal mind which,

from Oliver Mowat's point of view, vindicated^prov^mciajjjghts in the

matter o£ the boundary, the rivers -a+^d- -streams- bill, aivd-th.e license

question. Nor must it be forgotten that the first minister of Ontario

gathered his laurels in the contest on these queetions in the face of all

the power, prestige, and resources of the government of Canada.

Rarelv, if ever, has a government owed more to the respect enter-

tained for its chief than the Ontario government owes to the general

recognition of its leader's worth. If the reform administration has

been kept so long in power at Toronto, this is unquestionably due in

the largest measure to the influences oi the premier's personal charac-

ter ; and a recent writer, in an able article in one of the Toronto papers,

said no more than the strict truth when he wrote as follows, after the

latest irinmph of the Mowat-Fraser government in the provincial

general elections of 1890 :

"On the whole," says he, "the success of the government may

justly be regarded as a tribute, partly to its generally good record,

both for useful legislation and honest administration, and very largely

to the personal qualities of its premier. In these days when political

scandals are so common, and official scrupulosity so rare, it is no small

praise to be able to say of a cabinet that, after many years of success-

ful administration, charges of gross malfeasance in office can hardly

be seriously brought against it."

As an orator, Mr. Mowat does not deserve serious mention in the

same breath with a Blake, a Laurier, a Chapleau, or a Thompson.

Voice, figure, temperament, are all against his success in this sphere.

Indeed, he has no pretensions to distinction as a public speaker beyond

the exceedingly important fact that what he says, apart from the

manner of its delivery, is always of a high order of merit, and, in legal

pleadings, generally of the highest. As a debater, so far as his

manner goes, he does not compare with Mr. Fraser, Mr. G'. W. Ross,
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or Mr. Meredith. But his position, character, and prestige always

gain him a respectful hearing, so that whatever he has to say is ever

sure of receiving all the attention which its intrinsic merit and fre-

quently its intrinsic excellence, deserves. Mr. Mowat's voice has been

''lifted up " in divers capacities. He was for two years a member o^

the city council of Toronto. The eloquence evoked by the themes

usually discussed by municipal councils is not of a Ciceronian kind,

and it is not needful, for any elucidation of Mr. Mowat's positive or

putative excellence as a speaker, to dwell, even did time and space

permit, upon this phase of his eminent career. But in that phase, as

in all the phases of his life, the sterling good qualities which are at

the base of his greatness were as evident, so far as they could manifest

themselves, in the small theatre of the city council, as on the larger

stage of the provincial assembly. Mr. Mowat has also filled the chair

of president of the Canadian institute, Toronto, and, for more than

twenty years, has been president of the Evangelical alliance of Ontario.

What, however, is much more important to not€ is that-the-Ontario

premier is one of the fathers of confederation. He sat in the Quebec
unioi^ conference of 1864. But, just as the glory of Shakespeare

eclipses the lustre of the other great dramatists of his era, so does

the splendour of Sir John Macdonald's work in the formation and

consolidation of the new Dominion dim the merit, no matter how
eminent, of all his co-workers. Providence, truly, has blessed each

in his place, each being pre-eminent in his place, with success and

with honour in over-measure of whatever might have been the most

sanguine expectation.

Authorship of a limited range has been essayed by Mr. Mowat.
His latest effort of this kind is called "Evidences of Christianity,"—

a

sort of presb}terian pastoral, as it has been not inaptly termed. This

was originally an address delivered before some body or society of an

evangelical kind in Woodstock, and its publication took place, it

appears, by request of the organization in question. I do not think

that Mr. Mowat's fame has been materially enhanced by this publica-

tion. The most pleasing thing about it is the evidence that Mr.

Mowat himself is a sincere believer in Christianity and is proud and

glad to confess himself as such. But, otherwise, there is nothing to

be specially grateful for as regards his "Evidences of Christianity."

There is re'ally nothing original in the publication, nothing that has
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not been time and again advanced with at least equal force by men in

the church and out of it, who were at least the peers of the premier of

Ontario. One great defect in the publication under notice is that,

while professing" to furnish the "Evidences of Christianity," and

necessarily mentioning many names, it makes no mention whatever of

the Roman catholic church, which alone kept the "Evidences" before

mankind for sixteen centuries; and, therefore, in the humble judg-

ment of the present writer, there is about as much judicious procedure

in publishing the "Evidences of Christianity" without any mention

of the great historic christian church, as there would be in writing a

criticism of "Macbeth," omitting all reference to the usurper of

Duncan's crown.

In his domestic life, Mr. Mowat has been much more happy than

in his essays at authorship. He went over to the great majority,

—

this allusion is not to be taken in its ordinary grave sense,—in the

^'ear 1846, when he married miss Jane Ewart, second daughter of the

late John Ewart, Esq., of Toronto, Of six children born of this

union, -five survive, two sons and three daughters. Mrs. Mowat is a

true gentlewoman and a sincere Christian, finding her greatest

pleasure and her highest reward in the lifelong devotion which she

has manifested to her husband, children, and home.

When I began this writing a few days ago. Sir John Macdonald

lav at Earnscliffe, touched by the finger of God and falling asleep after

his long, bright day of glory. Now he is at rest in almost peace, with

greatest honour. In another day or tw'o all that is mortal of Canada's

first minister will be followed to the grave not only by his nearest and

dearest personal and political friends, but by all his political foes, who
can boast of magnanimity and generous forgetfulness of public strife.

By the side of that open grave there will stand few stauncher friends,

few more honourable opponents, few better or greater men, and cer-

tainly no more successful statesman, than Oliver Mowat, to whom
now is given from the heart this wish: ad multos aiDios.

JOHN FRANCIS WATERS.
Ottawa, June 8th, 1891.

Editorial Notk :—On the 24th of May last, 1892, the Hon. Oliver Mowat had the honour of

being made a Knight Commander of the most distinguished Order of St. Michael and St.

•» George.
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SIR J. J. C. ABBOTT

Of the three Premiers Canada has had since Confederation, the

last alone enjoys the distinction of being a native born Canadian.

Mr. Abbotts father, the Re\erend Joseph .-\bbott, was born in

Westmoreland, in the North of England, and his early life was spent

in the border counties. He took his degree at a Scottish university,

and was, soon afterwards, sent to Canada as a missionary, under the

auspices of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. Joseph

Abbott married Harriet, the daughter of the Reverend Richard

Bradford, rector of the adjoining parish, and hiiilt a church and

parsonage at St-Andrews. Here, in 1821, his eldest son was born.

and the birthplace of the Canadian Premier still stands, almost un-

altered, a quaint old-fashioned cottage with overhanging gables and

long, low roof, nestling amidst a group of luxuriantly foliaged elm-

trees, with the winding silver stream of the beautiful North River

visible from its windows.

Mr. Joseph Abbott was a man of singularly active and energetic

nature, possessing large practical capabilities, and exceeding in all

kinds of mechanical work. He was of cultivated tastes, which fact

is demonstrated by his writings, which are well known to the student

of Canadian literature. Perhaps the most widely read of his works

is that bearing the title of " Philip Musgrave, or the Adventures of a

Missionary in Canada "'. Mr. Joseph Abbott's fine physique and

perfect health enabled him to undertake an extended and arduous

circuit of work, and he was in the habit of conducting three services

each Sunday, with long drives of ten to fifteen miles between. Not

only were his energies taxed by the exercise of his spiritual ministra-

tions, but he was constantly consulted throughout the district, which

at that time contained few professional men, to give his advice as

doctor, surgeon, and legal adviser, in addition to the duties of his
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legitimate calling-. Xotwithstanding the fact that his limited means
scarcely permitted him the luxury of a library, still his house was full

of books, and these always carefully chosen.

In that sparse!}- populated part of the country, there were few

neighbours and, consequently, very little society ; and, therefore,

reading was the oi-il}- amusement and occupation when the daily tasks

were done. In this healthful, moral atmosphere, the eldest son of

Mr. Joseph Abbott grew up to be a helping right hand to both

parents, and his care oi' his younger brothers and sisters was unre-

mitting in those early days, as well as in his later life. Throughout

his career, he has ever been the mainstay of his family, a loving

and helpful son to his father and mother, a judicious adviser and

benefactor to his other relatives. In statesmanship, perhaps, these

traits showing such kindliness of disposition may count for little, but

they may not be uninteresting to the great mass of the people of the

Dominion, to whom the details of the domestic life of him who is at

the nation's helm must appeal in that " touch of nature which makes

the whole world kin."

Throughout many a long winter exening, while storms beat with-

out and fierce winds whistled round the corners of the Rectory, a

little group of children were neld entranced in the school room by

the voice of their elder brother relating to them thrilling and wonder-

ful adventures with a vivid, boyish eloquence, foreshadowing, and

perhaps contributing to a command of language which, in future

years, would attract larger, but not more interested audiences.

At the age of seventeen, Mr. J. J. C. Abbott left thepaternal roof

to make his way in the world, and proceeded to Montreal. Here he

entered a mercantile house ; but, after a few months, the close air

and confinement of city life began to tell upon the country-bred lad,

and a severe illness was the result. After his recovery, he went to

Gananoque, where he had obtained a position in the general business

establishment of the Macdonalds, and there he remained until he

came to Montreal, in 1843, to study at McGill College. At this time,

his family also moved to the metropolis, his father having been ap-

pointed Bursar of the Unixersity, and thus he was once niore in the

home circle. At this period, in spite' of Mr. Abbott's busy life and

arduous studies, he found time to join in social amusements, and

made a studv of vocal music, in which branch he became verv
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proficient. His singing- was a feature in Christ Church Cathedral,

the principal Anglican place ot \vorship in Montreal, and he continued

to direct this admirably organized body of vocalists for six vears.

He graduated as a B. C. L., and studied law in the office of Messrs.

Meredith and Bethune, and, in 1847, was called to the Bar of Lower
Canada. His partnership with Mr. Justice Badgley and his marriage

both took place within the next two years, his wife being Miss Mary
Bethune, daughter of the Very Reverend J. Bethune, D.D., late

Dean of Montreal. From earliest youth, Mr. Abbott had hoped to

make his home in his native county of Argenteuil, but this desire

becoming impracticable, it merged into the ambition of representing

it in Parliament. Accordingly, in 1857, he stood for the count}', and

was then elected its member for the Canadian Assembly. The
nominal majority, however, was against him, and it was not until

after an arduous contest before a Committee of the House, lasting

three sessions, that he was enabled to take the seat to which he was
justly entitled.

A short time after Mr. Abbott's election to the Legislature, he

was appointed to a lectureship in the Faculty of Law in the Uni-

versity of McGill, and, soon afterwards. Professor of Commercial

Law, and, in course of time, Dean of the Faculty of Law. When
his heavy professional duties compelled him to resign that position,

he was appointed one of the Governors of the University, which office

he still holds, ha\ing, in the interval, taken his doctor's degree in

civil law in due coarse.

The work of his profession prevented him from taking a larg^e

part in the ordinar\- business of the Legislature, and then as ever he

took but a minor interest in the violent disputes and debates on

purely party questions. But his stead}- attention to the regular

duties of the House was conspicuous, and having taken an active

part in the agitation against certain objectionable clauses in the

Militia Bill of the dav, upon which the Government was defeated in

1862, he accepted the position of Solicitor General, under the late

Mr. Sicotte as Attorney General, in the Coalition Government formed

that year by the late Mr. Sanfield Macdonald, receiving, at the same

time, his patent of Queen's Counsel. Mr. Sicotte was leader for

Lower Canada, and the late Hon. Thomas D'Arcy McGee was one of

his colleagues. On the dissolution, in 1863, which followed the de-
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feat of the Sanfield Macdonald-Sicotte Government, Mr. Abbott

declined to retain the office of Solicitor General in the new combina-

tion with Mr. Dorion, made by Mr. Sanfield Macdonald, and assumed
an independent position in the g-eneral election which followed the

dissolution. This new coalition became a purely party Government,

formed from the Liberal side in politics.

As is well known, the result of that election was such that the

Government of the day received but a small majority in the House,

and the result was the deadlock, which was followed by Confedera-

tion.

Mr. .Abbott was not an enthusiastic supporter of this g-reat

measure, fearing, as he did, the disadvantag^e at which the English-

speaking- population of Lower Canada would be placed under that

system, and thinking that the preponderating influence of the French-

speaking inhabitants of Lower Canada would reduce the minority to

a state of practical impotence, and also that for the British settlers

in the province no career in public life would remain.

It is a curious comment upon this anxiety, which was shared by

most of the English-speaking inhabitants of Quebec, that since

Confederation Mr. Abbott's friend and patron as a student, Mr.

Meredith, held office as Chief Justice for a number of years under

Confederation, receiving a knighthood in partial recognition of his

ability and assuidity in the performance of his high duties. Another

friend and contemporary, Mr. Johnson, succeeded Sir William

Meredith, and still presides over the Superior Court as Sir Francis

Johnson.

The doubts which agitated the Lower Canadian British, however,

as to the preservation of the influence to which they might reason-

ably be entitled, gave rise to a warm quasi-private discussion at the

time of the passing of the Confederation .Act. Mr. Dunkin, Mr.

Webb, Mr. Price, Mr. Somerville, and other representatives of the

Britisli population of Lower Canada, associated themselves together

as a kind of committee to consider what form of protection could be

devised to relieve the fears of that section of the people. It was
unanimously considered that their chief danger would prove to be

the possibility of changes in the boundaries of the English counties,

by means of which sections of French-Canadian territory might be

added to them, or they might he subdivided and attached to the
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neighbouring" parislies in such a way as to destroy the iMiglish-

speaking" majorities. L'pon this sug^gestion, the committee unani-

mcHisly agreed on a pro\ision, which was drafted by Mr. Abbott, to

the following effect : "It shall not be lawful to present to the Lieu-

tenant-Governor of Quebec for assent any bill for altering- the limits

of any of the electoral divisions or districts mentioned in the second

schedule of this act, unless the second and third reading"s of such bill

have been passed in the i>egislative Assembly with the concurrence

of the majoritv o\' the members representing" all the electoral divisions

or districts, and the assent shall not be given tc^ such bill, unless an

address has been presented b_v the Legislative Assembly to the Lieu-

tenant-Governor, stating- that it has been so passed."

The schedule referred to contains the names of twelve counties

then represented by English-speaking members, and the provision

was at the time thought to be a fair safeguard for the political exist-

ence of the English-speaking population. It was accepted by the

Government and inserted in the Act, and, though its paternity has

been claimed by more than one of the English-speaking" members of

the day, it is known by those well informed in public matters that

Mr. Abbott was its author and proposer.

It is a curious comment also on the importance which, at the

time, this provision cibtained in the eyes of the Eng'Iish-speaking

population of Lower Canada that, at this moment, some of the con-

stituencies named in the schedule are represented bv French-Canadiaii

members, and that, in most of them, the P'rench-speaking" population

has verv largely increased. The probability is that ere long a ma-

joritv of those counties will be controlled bv the F'rench inhabitants.

Mr. Abbott continued to represent .Argenteuil up to 1874. During

this time, he applied himself mainly to the legislative business of the

house, taking" little part in party discussion. While Solicitor General,

he entirely re-modeled the Lower Canadian Jury system, and intro-

duced and carried measures providing for the payment of (Government

fees by stamps, which is now universally prevalent, with many bene-

ficial results. During the same period, he introduced the Insolvent

Act of 1864, which was not passed at the time of the dissolution of the

House. Cpon the organization of the new Government, Mr. Abbott

had the distinguished honour of being asked by the Premier for per-

mission to use the bill which had been introduced while that Premier
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was in opposition, and he was specially requested to conduct it

throug'h the House, which he did, though introduced in the name of

the Government. This measure i^ave, in its principles, satisfaction

to the country. In 1868, Mr. Abbott obtained the appointment of an

important commission to consider its management and the possibility

of its improvement, the result of which was an elaborate report based

upon returns from most of the constituencies of tlie Dominion. On
this report was based the Insolvent Act of i86g, which retained the

principles and the leading features oi' the Act oi' 1864, altering some
few of its details. It has been admitted that this Act has been the

most successful effort yet made towards the establishment of an in-

solvent system in the Dominior.. Subsequent amendments were not

found to improve the operation of the Act, but the re\erse. They
exaggerated many of the difficulties, more especially in the matter of

official assignees, and finally, in 1879, the law was repealed, and the

commercial and financial community are now callings for the re-

introduction of an insolvency system. Much benefit is expected from

Mr. Abbott's experience in legislation of this description.

For many years, Mr. Abbott exercised unusual influence in the

conduct of the work of legislation in the House of Commons. His

proficiency in all branches of commercial law and in the law of private

corporations made his assiduous attendance at the grer^t standing

committees on railways, canals and telegraphs, and on banking and
commerce, of inestimable value. And in the latter committee he acted

as chairman for a number oi' \ears with the high appreciation of its

niembers and of the House of Commons. In the intervals of attend-

ance upon Parliament, Mr. Abbott continued his practice as an advo-

cate in Montreal, and was engaged in most of the important cases of

the da_\-. Among others, the St-Albans case attracted much attentiou

at the time. This arose from tiie action of a partv of about twenty-

five men, who were soldiers of the Southern army, escaped or ex-

changed, and headed by Captain Bennett \'oung of that army. They
managed to make their way to St-Albans in plain clothes, by different

routes, and, by concerted action, met on the morning" of a day in

autumn in the public square of that town. With extraordinary

audacit}', they seized the principal officials, and confined them in the

market square. They then proceeded to rifle various banks, and en-

dea\oured to set fire to the town, but with little success, and they
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finally escaped across the country over the border into Canada. They

were arrested immediately, on the requisition of the United States

Government, for murder and robbery, and their extradition was de-

manded.

Their pretension was that they had attacked St-Albans as a diver-

sion in the hope of relieving: to some extent the army defending- Rich-

mond from the pressure of the Northern troops.

The Canadian Governmeht paid back the money stolen, and gave

e\ery facility to the United States Government in the attempt to ex-

tradite the prisoners, and Mr. Abbott, Mr. Laflamme, and Mr. Kerr

defended them on the ground that they were belligerents, and not

criminals. The proceedings were dramatic. The magistrate, in the

first place, discharged the prisoners, who dispersed in \arious direc-

tions, but finally many of them were re-captured on a fresh warrant,

and proceedings were re-commenced and continued tor about tour

months, during which time one of the Attorneys of Record made his

wav to Richmond through the American lines, and obtained certificates

from Secretar\-at-War Benjamin, showing the identity of the men

and the fact of their being soldiers in the Confederate army. The re-

sult was that thev were held to be belligerents, and were discharged.

This case made a great deal of stir, both in Canada and the

United States, and the record of it is cited in various English publica-

tions on the subject. The Confederates in\ olved in it returned to

their native country when peace was proclaimed, and several of them

attained distinction in the South. Captain Young is now a grave

railwav president, exercising much influence in railway matters in the

Southern States.

About this time, 1862, Mr. Abbott began his connection with the

system of railways, which culminated in the Canadian Pacific Rail-

way, bv his appointment to the office of President of the Canada

Central Railway. Under his auspices, a connection was made be-

tween the Brockville and Ottawa Railway under the name of the

Canada Central Railway, and the line was extended as far westward

as Pembroke. It was his connection with this railway that first drew

Mr. Abbott's attention to the great scheme of a railway across the

continent. From the beginning, he pressed in public speeches and

otherwise the idea that the Canada Central was susceptible of in-

definite extension until it reached the Pacific Ocean, and that it might
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ultimately be the gateway of the great Pacific system. His interest

in trans-continental communication never ceased from that time. In

1871-72, being still interested in some degree in the Canada Central, he

urged upon Sir Hugh Allan the project of constructing the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and he was actively engaged with Sir Hugh as pro-

visional director, when a company was formed by that gentleman.

The object of this was, in the first place, to secure its amalgamation
with the corresponding company organized in Toronto by the Hon.
Sir David Macpherson, and, afterwards, in the formation of the com-
pany which made the first attempt in England to raise money for the

construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Mr. Abbott was one of the delegation of four,— composed of Sir

Hugh Allan, the Hon. Adams Archibald, Major Walker, and himself,

—which visited England in 187^ for the purpose of floating the bonds

of the railway under the charter granted b}- Sir John Macdonald's

Government in that year. In June, the delegation succeeded in pro-

curing the signature of the late Baron Strousberg to a preliminary

agreement for the construction of the line. That agreement, the

negotiations for which were kept private, was immediately cabled to

Canada, and, the next day, Mr. Huntingdon made a statement in the

House of Commons, which was the inception oi' what is usually

referred to as the Pacific Railway Scandal. The attack thus made
upon the (iovernment and upon tlie enterprise caused Baron Strous-

berg to abandon immediately the preliminary agreement that had been

made, and the delegation returned to Canada unsuccessful in thei/

mission. .Subsequent events are well known to e\'er\- Canadian.

After a stormy session, a committee was appointed with power to

examine witnesses under oath, but the law officers of the Crown
having determined that this power was not legally justified, a com-
mission was instituted to enquire into the allegations of Mr. Hunting-

don. After a long investigation, the committee reported. Parliament

was called together, and, after a debate ol some weeks, the Govern-

ment of Sir John Macdonald resigned office in October, 1873.

In this affair, Mr. Abbott had some prominence, as the confiden-

tial legal adviser of Sir Hugh .Allan, and in that capacity he became

cognizant of some of the transactions which were complained of by

Mr. Huntingdon between Sir Hugh Allan and the Government. He
was present on the occasion of the request of the late Sir Georges
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Cartier to Sir Hugh Allan for a suhscriplioii to the election fund, and

assisted in writing the letters which were exchanged between Sir

Georges and Sir Hugh on the occasion. Subsequently, Sir Hugii

having left for Newfoundland, Mr. Abbott, as his confidential adviser,

was applied to by Sir John Macdonald to request further subscriptions

from Sir Hugh to the fund. This he did, and he was the medium ot

the transmission of that renewed subscription.

Mr. Abbott was re-elected at the subsequent general election of

1874, but was unseated in 1875 on an informality in the voters' list for

one of the parishes of his countv. .At the new election, which took

place in that }ear, he did not offer himself, but the gentleman who
opposed him in 1874 was again a candidate, and succeeded in being

returned. Upon a contestation of his election, this gentleman was

unseated, and personal!}- disqualified for acts done in the election of

1874 against Mr. Abbott. At the general election of 1878, Mr. Abbott

again presented himself, but was not returned. Dr. Christie, his op-

ponent, had the recorded majority, but he was unseated on a contest.

In 1879, Mr. .Abbott defeated Dr. Christie, but was unseated, and,

at the election which followed, he was again returned by a large

majority, and sat until the end of that Parliament. At the next

general election, he was elected by an increased majority. In 1886,

he retired from the House of Commons, and declined re-election.

In 1876, while not a member of the House, Mr. .Abbott was con-

sulted in connection with legislation, more especially on the subject

of the Insolvency law, relating to which he assisted in framing an act

which was introduced by the present Chief Justice of Xova-Scotia, but

which was not ultimately passed. I'pon the accession of Sir John

Macdonald to power in 1878, the question of the propriety- of the dis-

missal bv Lieutenant-Governor Letellier de Saint-Just ot his provin-

cial ministers came under consideration. .After an important and in-

structive debate, a resolution was passed condemning the action of

the Lieutenant-Governor. This was followed by a recommendation

to the Go\ernor-General that the Lieutenant-Governor be dismissed ;

but, before acting upon this recommendation, it was determined to

refer the whole question of the constitutionality of the dismissal of

Mr. Letellier to the Home Government. For this purpose, Sir Hector

Langevin and Mr. Abbott were appointed delegates to lay the matter

before the Colonial Minister. They proceeded to England and re-
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mained there during^ a period ot" three months, while the subject was

under discussion, and returned with a State paper oi' great value and

importance, prepared by Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, then Colonial

Minister, approving- of the action of the Government in respect to the

Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec. While in England on this occasion,

Sir Hector Langevin and Mr. Abbott conducted several matters of

importance for the Canadian Go\ernment, among which were measures

relating' to the admission and transport of cattle from the United

States through Canada, which have been successfully continued to

the present da}-.

Mr. .Abbott's connection with the Canada Central Railway, besides

tending to direct his thoughts towards the great Pacific trans-con-

tinental scheme, led to his ultimately becoming the purchaser of a

share in the whole Canada Central enterprise, Mr. Duncan Maclntyre

being the principal owner. Under the energetic management of the

latter gentleman, the construction oi' the Canada Central was pushed

forward towards North Bay, and, in the spring of 1880, that road being

nearly completed, and the scheme of Mr. Mackenzie's Government

not appearing likely to be in any degree successful, Mr. Maclntyre

and Mr. .Abbott discussed the possibility of forming a company to

construct the Pacific Railway from North Bay. It was thought

feasible that it might be brought on from that point to a junction with

a portion of the railway which the Mackenzie Government had begun

near the Pacific coast, taking in the link that had also been begun by

that Government between Port Arthur and Winnipeg in March, 1880.

A suggestion to this effect was conveyed to Sir John Macdonald,

which was prepared by Mr. Abbott, and signed by Mr. Maclntyre.

The latter gentleman communicated, at the same time, with Messrs.

Stephen, James J. Hill, of St-Paul, Sir Donald Smith, Mr. Kennedy,

of New-York, and Mr. R. B. Angus, and finally obtained their con-

currence in the project which had been submitted to the Go^'ernment.

An informal intimation was received that the project was looked upon

as possible, but that it should be presented to European capitalists

with a view of obtaining the best possible terms for the Government.

As is now generally known. Sir John Macdonald and Mr. Pope pro-

ceeded to England, and negotiations took place with several parties,

but finally the Canadian syndicate, strengthened by the addition of Sir

John Rose, of London, and Baron Reinach, of Paris, came to an un-
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derstanding- with the Cioxernment as to the construetion ot the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway.

On the return of Sir John Macdonald to Canada in the autumn, the

negotiations were pursued. The syndicate, chiefly represented bv
Mr. Stephen, .Mr. Maclntyre and Mr. Abbott, with the frequent con-

currence of the Canadian and American members, entered upon more
detailed negotiations with the Government. .A draft, prepared by
Mr. Abbott, of the proposed contract was submitted. This formed
the basis of subsequent negotiations, and in the main formed the con-

tract provisionally agreed upon, and, after two months' constant dis-

cussion, was signed, in October, 1880. A special session of Parlia-

ment was called in order that the matter should be put through in

time to start the work vigourously in the spring. The neccssarv

legislation was completed, the Company incorporated, and the con-

tract finally signed on the 17th of February, 1881. Immediately
afterwards, Mr. Stephen, Mr. Maclntyre, Mr. Angus, and Mr. Abbott
went to England to make the necessary financial arrangements for the

Company. The members of the syndicate were elected the directors

of the Company, and Mr. Abbott was appointed standing counsel.

From that time forth until the completion of the road, he took an

active part in all its transactions and management, including its finan-

cial arrangements and issues, the preparation of its legislation, and
the organization of its \arious combinations and acquisitions of exist-

ing railways. In fact, though not a stockholder, being precluded from
holding stock by the existing law of Parliament, he took the same
active interest in the enterprise as if he had been a member of the

syndicate.

During this period, though he continued to be a Member of Parlia-

ment, he scrupulously avoided acting in his public capacitv in anv
matter affecting the Pacific Railway, never having voted or spoken
on any of its measures. For some time, he was excused from voting
on his own statement of his interest in the Company, which he in-

variably took occasion to make, when a question relating to it came
before Parliament. But, as he could not state that he was directly

pecuniarily interested in the Company, and therefore found that he
might be forced to vote, he took the course of leaving the House
whenever a Canadian Pacific measure came before it. Though uni-

versally recognized as one of the most active promoters and workers
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in the great Canadian Pacific Railway enterprise, it was never im-

puted to Mr. Abbott, in the warmest political controversy, that he

used his political influence in any way to further the undertaking.

The success of this magnificent Canadian highroad to the Pacific

was in no small degree furthered by the work of Mr. Abbott in the

departments of its organization in which he laboured, and his name is

always associated with the promoters of this great national enter-

prise.

Upon the completion of the railway across the continent, the dis-

qualification caused by the holding of stock in the Company was re-

pealed, and Mr. Abbott then acquired stock in it, and was elected one

of its directors, and retained this position until he resigned upon ac-

cepting the appointment of Prime Minister of Canada.

In 1887, Mr. Abbott was elected Mayor of Montreal by a majority

of about 2.000 votes over his opponent, Mr. Rainville. In 1888, he

was re-elected by acclamation, and, the same year, was appointed

President of the Corporation of the Royal Victoria Hospital, an in-

stitution which had recently been founded and endowed with about

$1,100,000 by the munificence of two citizens of Montreal, Lord

Mount-Stephen and Sir Donald A. Smith, in commemoration of Her

Majesty's Jubilee. The construction of the stately Hospital buildings,

costing above $500,000, has been proceeded with under Mr. Abbott's

supervision as president, and they now form one of the most striking

architectural ornaments of a city already rich in imposing edifices,

both public and private. The buildings were designed by Saxon

Snell, Esq., of London, who has a continental reputation for the de-

signing of hospital buildings.

In 1888, Mr. Abbott was appointed a commissioner to negotiate

with Australia for closer trade relations and electric communication,

for v^'hich position his knowledge of commercial, legal, and diplomatic

subjects eminently fitted him. He made his preparations for his

Australian mission ; but the movement for Confederation began and

seemed likelv to be successful, and it was thought best to delay his

departure till power in such matters should be concentrated by the

union of the Australasian provinces.

After Mr. Abbott's retirement from the House of Commons, he

was offered by Sir John Macdonald a seat in the Senate, with the

eadership of tiiat body and a membership of the Privy Council.
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These marks of confidence he accepted in the winter oi' 1887-88, and,
until the 13th of June, 1891, continued to act as leader of the Senate
and member of the Privy Council without remuneration or portfolio.

At the hei^inning- of the session of 1891. he was invited by Sir John
Macdonald to accept the portfolio of President of the Council, retain-

ing- his position in the Senate, and, thoug-h his appointment was not
actually made, he performed the duties of that department until the
lamented death of Sir John Macdonald, in June, 1891.

On the 13th of that month, Mr. Abbott accepted the trust com-
mitted to him by His Excellency the Governor-General as Prime
Minister of Canada, and he was called, on the Tuesday following-, to

proceed with the business of the country before Parliament without
any break in its continuity, or any change in its policy. His former
colleag-ues, with great unanimity, consented to continue to occupy
their former positions in the Cabinet, and, although the session of
1891 was one of the most arduous which Canada has yet seen, and
presented constant and ever-increasing- difficulties to the Government,
in consequence of the numerous administrative errors and offences
which were disclosed in Committees of the House of Commons, the
Conservative party presented an unbroken front throughout the ses-

sion, and the affairs and legislation of the country proceeded without
material interruption.

During the whole of his long life, Mr. .\bbott has been a working
man, with great facility for despatch of business and great success in

its transaction. Though he has retired from the business of his pro-
fession, the confidence which is reposed in him by the public is mani-
fested by the various positions of trust which he has occupied, some
of which he relinquished on accepting the oflice of Prime Minister;
others he continues to hold. .As has already been stated, he is a
Governor of the University of McGill, having passed through as a
student in that University. He is the life President of the Eraser
Institute, founded by his friend, the late Hugh Eraser, a merchant of
Montreal, by whose will he was constituted life President, and it is

mainly owing to his indefatigable labours, and largely to his contribu-
tions, that the Institute owes its present efficiency. He still retains
the position of President of the Royal Victoria Hospital, and is Presi-
dent of the Citizens' Insurance Company, and a Director of the Bank
of Montreal, and of the Standard Life Insurance Company. On his ac-
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ceptance of office, he resigned the directorate of the Canadian Pacific

Railway Company, beheving it to he incompatible with his position in

the Government.

It is as yet too soon to attempt to deal with Mr. Abbott's career

as Prime Minister of the [dominion. Suffice it to sav that his Govern-

ment emerged from the unprecedented session of 1891 with the loss ot

one Minister, but otherwise the party remained as united and as

strong as when he assumed its direction. He has taken a stand

against the frauds and irregularities which w ere developed or pointed

at by the proceedings oi' committees during the session, and has

laboured earnestlv with his colleagues in carrying out the declaration

which he took an early opportunity of making from his place in the

Senate, that the offenders should be sought out and punished, "be
they high or low, great or small." Mr. Abbott is steadily winning

the confidence of the people, as a consistent, determined, and inde-

fatigable administrator. It was very generally supposed that, on the

death of Sir John Macdonald, chaos would follow, and many people

said :
" After him, the deluge." But the country has been surprised

to find the danger averted, and the business of the State firmly and

steadily proceeded with, notwithstanding the superhuman efforts of

the opponents of the Government to break it down by ever}- con-

ceivable means. That this should have been the result of the dreaded

shock of the death of .the late Premier has been a source of much
pride to Mr. Abbott's friends and of relief to the party.

It is a somewhat in\idious task to endea\our to analyze the char-

acter of a man who is still with us ; but it may not be uninteresting

to remark upon some of the leading features of Mr. Abbott's mental

constitution, which have been uniformly manifested throughout his

career. One of his prominent characteristics is his strong sense of

justice and a corresponding sense of injustice or oppression. Re-

markable for his dislike of litigation, of which grateful clients, who
have been dissuaded from cost by lawsuits, frequently remind him,

no sooner was he satisfied that injustice was being done or oppression

practised, than, with intense concentration of energy, he would throw

himself into the case, and press it to the end with indomitable tena-

city. And it was frequently remarked of him that the poorer and

more defenceless the client was, the more determined and persistent

was the struggle made for him. To his great power of concentration,
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he added indefatig-able industr}-, thoroug-h training in lej^al, tinancial,

and businesss affairs, and a rapid perception of the material points in

any matter brought before him. These qualities enabled Mr. Abbott,
during his career at the Bar, to accomplish with more than ordinary
success a \ast amount of business, and they still characterize his

methods, though his \igour and energy are affected by his increasing-

years.

As a speaker, Mr. Abbott's appearances in the Commons' Han-
sard are few. When appointed to the leadership of the Senate, he
was forced to sustain the burden of much of the debate, and as he
had to explain and pass through the House bills dealing with the

whole thirteen departments of the Government, his speeches neces-
sarily covered a range co-extensive with his entire functions.

Without aspiring to be an orator, his speeches were distinguished
b_\ their accurate knowledge of the subject, logical argumentation,
and well chosen and courteous language. The late Premier frequently

said of him that he realized more fully the model of the P^nglish

Parliamentary speaker than any other member of the Dominion
Parliament. Only rising to eloquemce when carried awav by some
deeply interesting subject, he always soon resumed his ordinary clear

argumentative tone. His influence in the Senate is considered to be
greater than that of any of the previous leaders ; and it was remarked
that, when he entered the senate chamber for the first time after

accepting the office of Prime Minister, he was not onl\- receixed b\-

acclamation by both sides of the House, but that the complimentary
eulogiums addressed to him by the leading Liberals were, at least,

as warm and sympathetic as those of his own followers.

Personally, Mr. Abbott is retiring in his tastes and habits to the

verge of diffidence. Fond oi' literature and of arts, a constant and
\oluminous reader, he has found his principal amusement, during a
busy life, in these pursuits, and in farming and gardening. His fine

residence in Montreal abounds in books and art treasures, and his

lovely country place, at Ste-Anne, embellished and beautified mainly
in accordance with his own taste and designs, is one of the objects

which attract tourists. .All parade, ostentation, and even ordinary

publicity, are to the last degree distasteful to him. He has always
studiously avoided public meetings, public dinners, banquets, and
the like, and, when pressed to accept nomination as Mayor, he stipu-
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lated for exemption from the "ornamental duties ' of the office.

During' two years of his Mayoralty, his duties were thoroughly and

efficiently performed, but only on one occasion was he to be seen

wearing the gold chain of office. With this retiring tendency, he

pictured the happiness he promised himself in his old age in a quiet

life among his family and intiinate friends, and in the enjoyment of

books and rural pursuits. It is an open secret that, in accepting his

present position, he sacrificed his inclinations and his plans for his

declining years to what he thought was his duty, and his friends

think he will seize the earliest honourable opportunity for returning

to them. It is to be hoped that the burden oi' his three score and

ten years and the labours oi' his present responsible and arduous

position will not shorten the latter 3'ears of a long and useful life,

and deprive him of a well-earned and tranquil retirement from work

and anxiety.

MAUD OGILVY.

Montreal, 31st December, 1891.
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SIR JOHN THOMPSON

Xo other man out of all that have set their names high in the

roll of Canadian public men has ever made his way to the front in so.

few years, after his entry into the field of Dominion politics, as Sir

John Thompson.

When he was called to Ottawa by Sir John Macdonald, towards

the end of the year 1885, and made Minister of Justice and Attorney-

General for the Dominion, he was all but unknown outside of his

own province. Whatever reputation he had won did not j^o far be-

yond the bounds of Nova-Scotia. Honours have crowded thick upon

him since then, and his prog'ress to the eminence on which he now
stands should compel the serious consideration of those who point

out that conviction are superfluous nowadays and principles at a dis-

count, and that men go fast and far in politics without either.

He came to Ottawa in a g"ra\e crisis of the public affairs of

Canada, and was soon recog^nized in Parliament as possessing a

force of mind and character which fitted him pre-eminently to cope

with great crises and great matters of policv. It was not long before

the country came to know that he was a man who would not submit

to be merely as one of the cards shuffled by an astute hand and dealt

out on the crimson baize of the table in the Privy Council chamber.

Neither his friends nor his opponents in politics would dream now of

so misconceiving him. At times, however, since his coming to

Ottawa, sections ot the people of the Dominion have been greatly at

fault in their estimate of the new power in the Government. His

ability was recognized, perhaps, before his disinterestedness was
understood.

He is a man upon whom Nature has laid her hand to form a

thoroughly genuine and independent character. Incapable of com-
promising with his conscience, he never spares himself labour to be
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in the right. There are no difficulties before which his industry

shrinks. He studies his subject and masters it, and, when he is once

convinced, he is adamant.

The ordeal he had to face in makings his first notable speech in the

House of Commons might well have dismayed a less courageous

man. It was during' the memorable debate on the resolution intro-

duced by Mr. Landry, of Montmagn}', declaring- the deep reg^ret of

Parliament that the sentence of death passed upon Louis Riel, the

leader of the rexolt in the North-West, who had been convicted of

hig-h treason, was allowed to be carried into execution. The debate

had lasted more than a week, and the mover ot the resolution had

been followed by Sir Hector Langevin, Lt.-Col. Amyot, Mr. Royal,

Mr. Gig-ault, Mr. Clark Wallace, Mr. Cam.eron, of Huron, Mr. J.J.

Curran, Mr. Coursolle, Mr. Wood, of Brockville, Mr. Charles Lan-

gelier, of Montmorency, Mr. Rykert, Mr. Bechard, Mr. Laurier, Sir

Adolphe Caron, Mr. Desjardins, of Hochelaga, Mr. Landry, of Kent,

New-Brunswick, Mr. Guay, Mr. Macintosh, and Mr. Edward Blake,

the last of whom had spoken during the afternoon and evening of

March 19th, 1886. It was past midnight, when the leader of the

Opposition brought his powerful and eloquent denunciation of the

Government to a close, and the new Minister of Justice moved the

adjournment of the debate. On the afternoon of the following Mon-

day, the galleries round the chamber of the House of Commons
were crowded, and the most intent expection awaited the taking up

of the debate. When the new Minister of Justice arose, he had

before him the task of justifying the Government in having allowed

the execution of Riel. In the debate on the Speech from the Throne,

not many days before, Mr. Blake had remarked that Mr. Thompson,

- he had not yet received the honour of his present title, had " en-

tered Federal politics, as the French would say, by the great gate,"

and that " for him there had been no apprenticeship in Parliament."

In what manner the Minister of Justice acquitted himself on that day

needs not to be recounted here. His speech was strong, clear, con-

N'incing. Master of himself and of his ideas, and master too of his

hearers, he pierced the fine spun net of Mr. Blake's argument with

the most direct and irresistible skill, and replied to him point by point

with triumph. It was not his eloquence which subdued the critical,

censorious bodv he was addressing, for eloquent he is not. An
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orator he does not pretend to be. His appeal was not to the sym-
pathies or the passions. It was the reason of his hearers he ad-

dressed. The power of his arg-ument bore down all before it. There
was in his speech, moreover, the special note of distinction which

marks all his public utterances ; for now, as then, whenever he

speaks, he lifts politics from a lower to a higher level.

When he made his speech in the great Riel debate, Sir John
Thompson was in his forty-second year. He was born in Halifax,

November loth, 1844. His father, John Sparrow Thompson, who
had come to Nova-Scotia from Waterford, Ireland, his native place,

and was for a time Queen's Printer, and, afterwards, Superintendent

of the Money Order system of the province, had him educated in

the public schools of Halifax, and the Free Church Academy. His

early training fashioned him well for ways of patient, faithful intel-

lectual endeavour, and we may well suppose that Sir John Thompson
owes in no small measure to those youthful years, devoted to study

under his father's care, the habits of mind which have gone to deter-

mine the course of his life. No one w'ho has often heard him speak

can fail to be impressed by the conviction that he devotes himself

with unresting energy to the mastering of all the facts having to do
with any question with which he has to deal, and that he seeks to

divest himself wholly of all possible prepossessions before making
a judgment. He has shown that he has courage, though it is not

the courage to overcome his convictions ; and this courage must
have been strengthened in him by his earl)' training.

Of his skill in debate the young man gave early indications in the

debating clubs of Halifax, where he gained a reputation as one before

whom greater triumphs lay when he should seek distinction in

wider fields. In 1859, he was articled as a student-at-law in the

office of Mr. Henry Pryor, who was, afterwards, stipendiary magis-

trate in Halifax. He had already made himself a skilled stenographer,

and he now turned his skill to account in reporting the debates in the

Nova-Scotia House of Assembly. In the official reports of the de-

bates of that Legislature for the year 1867, which the curious may
find for the seeking on the shelves of the Library of Parliament, Mr.

John George Bourinot, now the learned Clerk of the House of Com-
mons, who was the official reporter, makes acknowledgment in his

preface of the assistance of Mr. John S. D. Thompson. In the fol-
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lowing- year, the preface to the official debates has the signature of

Mr. Thompson, who had succeeded to the place of reporter in-chief.

During the four following sessions, he continued to report the debates.

These years of service on the floor of the Legislative Chamber of

his native province were of advantage to him in giving a thorough

and ready knowledge of the procedure of Parliament and a com-
plete acquaintance with the politics and political leaders of the

time, which stood him in excellent stead when he himself became a

member of the House of Assembly.

He was called to the Bar in July, 1865, in his twenty-first year.

Five years later, he married Miss Annie Affleck, the daughter of

Captain Affleck, of Halifax. A year later, he became a convert to

the Roman Catholic Church. In the practice of his profession, he

was notably successful from the beginning, and before many years

he held the place of acknowledged leader of the Halifax Bar.

In December, 1877, after having served as an alderman and as

chairman of the Board of School Commissioners, in Halifax, during

several previous 3'ears, he was elected at a bye-election to represent

Antigonish in the provincial House of Assembly. He brought a

great accession of debating strength to the Opposition, and when
the Liberal Government was overthrown in the general election of

the following year,—in which he stood again for Antigonish, and

was re-elected by acclamation,- the portfolio of Attorne3'-General

went to him as a matter of course in the new Government of which

Mr. Simon H. Holmes was leader. It was known as the Holmes-

Thompson Government. On the eve of the next provincial election,

he was left at its head by the retirement of Mr. Holmes, who had

held the portfolio of Provincial Secretary. The Government went

before the people to stand or fall by the judgment to be passed by

the province upon Mr. Thompson's Municipal Corporation Act, which

incorporated each county in the province and provided for local

municipal self-government, instead of the old system of government

by Sessions of the Peace and by the Grand Jury, \ esting the power

of expenditure of the road and bridge moneys in the municipal coun-

cils, and making extensive reforms in the method of disbursing such

public grants. Though a measure more to the lasting advantage of

the province was never passed in the Legislature, it at once raised a

storm of opposition against Mr. Thompson's Government. A thou-
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sand voices were lifted ai^^ainst it trom a thousand stumps. The
Liberals were pledgfed to make havoc of it, if they were returned to

power. Mati^istrates all over the province, whom it deprived of the

share they had had in governing^ the counties, and an army of people

who had been accustomed, before the Act was passed, to obtain or

look for appointments carrying- with them the expenditure of road

and bridge mone\ s, fought for its repeal with all their might. After

a hotly contested campaign, the Government was defeated at the

polls, in July, 1882, by a majority of five members. Mr. Thompson
was himself again returned for Antigonish. A Liberal Government
came in, and, a month or two later, he was, to the great acceptance

of the Bar of the province, appointed a judge of the Supreme Court

of Nova-Scotia. When he went out of the House of Assembly, he

was in his thirty-eighth year. He had been a severely honest poli-

tician ; and though politics, perhaps, were not wholl} congenial to

him, he had won a high reputation in his province. It was chiefly

as a jurist that he had stood forth from amongst his colleagues in

the Cabinet. Then as now, he never engaged in debate without

making manifest his great knowledg^e ot law and of the principles of

law. When he was in the Government of Nova-Scotia, the public

afl'airs of that province were in an unusually critical condition. He
attempted se\eral reforms, among" them the abolition of the Provin-

cial Senate or Legislative Council. The work of constructing the

railway from New-Glasgow to the Strait of Canso, which had been

abandoned under the previous administration, was resumed under

new conditions, and the road completed before 1882. The railway

in the western counties, which had likewise been abandoned, was
finished from Digby to Yarmouth, a distance of eight} miles, and

put into operation. The preceding Government had made the be-

ginning of a floating public debt, and the incoming administration

had to take up a burden of more than $300,000. When Mr. Thomp-
son retired from office in 1882 and made way for the Liberals, the

debt had been decreased and the regular expenditure so far lowered

as to be brought within the limits of the income of the province.

His father was a friend and associate of Joseph Howe, and thus,

though his strongest predilections have always been for the study

and administrature of law, there is something to be said on the score

of heredity for his having become a politician. When he accepted.
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however, the office of judge of the Supreme Court of Nova-Scotia,

in the summer of 1882, it was said of him that he fulfilled then what

has been his chief ambition since he was a young man. More than

that, he restored strength to a tribunal which had been losing some-

what of its old prestige. It is said by a friend of Sir John Thompson

that, when he was made a judge of the Supreme Court, he formed a

resolution to which he adhered 10 fkithfully while he was on the

Bench, not to allow any day to pa-s without at least five hours'

study of law. These three years of quiet, continuous thought and

study we may well believe were more to his desire than the preceding

years which had been filled with the noise of politics. Among the

permanent results of his work, while he was on the bench, is the

Judicature Act, which became law in 1884. It was drafted by him,

and it simplified greatly the practice of the courts. He also found

time to deliver a course of lectures on " E\ idence " in the Law
School at Dalhousie.

When the Dominion Go\ernment needed .him at Ottawa, he

loyally allowed his own inclinations to weigh less with him than the

necessities of his former political friends. He resigned from the

bench of the Supreme Court of Nova-Scotia on November 25th,

1885, and was, immediately afterwards, appointed Minister of Justice

of the Dominion. In a leading article in the Mail, at the time of

his appointment, when all Western Canada was curious about the

new minister from the East, appeared the following passage Regard-

ing him :
" Starting, like nearly all young men of his time, as a fol-

lower of Howe in the ante-Confederation period, more from personal

fondness, perhaps, than from a profound conviction, he gladly

acquiesced in the acceptance by Howe, in 1867, oi' the ' better

terms' which, by the wise determination of Sir John Macdonald,

were made the sign and seal of Imperial as well as of Canadian

politics. Since 1869, he has been a most laithful, high-minded,,

unselfish, and respected advocate of the policy of the great chief of

the Liberal-Conservative party of Canada. As a lawyer, his success

has been remarkable. He has the faculty of initiative, and is really

'learned in the law.*' As an orator, his style is usuall\ subdued, but

effective, and in due season on proper provocation he can exercise a

power of declamation quite remarkable in one who is not eftusive in

manner. His gift of accomplished sarcasm has been the secret
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terror ot a good many bumptious g'eiitlemen. I-!!verv success he has

won, and all the popularity he has preser\ed, and all the authority

he has attained, are due in part to the fact that his high and

unstained personal character has obtained for him a position which

no one has ever attempted with any hope of success to assail.
'

He did not come to Ottawa without the experience which should

qualify a man for high office. He had borne the heat and the burden

of the vigorous labours of the press, of the law courts, of the poli-

tical arena, of the Legislature, and of the Bench. The storv goes

that, when Sir John Macdonald entrusted his present portfolio to

him, several Ministerialist members of Parliament went down to

Earnscliffe to declare their dissatisfaction. The Premier, after listen-

ing to their complaints, made answer, with that oracular waggling

of the head which those who knew it will never forget : "Gentlemen,

wait until six months have passed before you form your judgment of

the new Minister o\' Justi.^e. Come to me then, if you will, and tell

me that 1 have made a mistake." When the six months were passed,

no voice was raised from the Ministerialist ranks against the new
Minister's ascendency, and the leaders of the Opposition had learned

that he was their master in debate.

It is often said of him that his manner of speaking is that oi' a

judge ; and of his ordinary- matter of statement in the House it is

said quite truly. But though he came into Parlicment from his

place on the Bench of the Supreme Court of his own Province, he

did not come as a constitutional metaphysician. His special talent,

indeed, is not at all in the direction of constitutional metaphysics.

He has, rather, sound common sense and a keen perception of prac-

tical necessities. He is not an orator, but a speech from him of any

length is now an event of note in Parliament, for it is sure to be

marked by his great constructive power,—a rare and valuable talent

fitted for higher uses than mere exchange of controversy and retort

across the chamber. On such occasions his speech gathers in volume

and force as it proceeds, and his voice, which is always sonorous,

full and varied, can become at times musical and deep.

He is more successful when he speaks from his place in the House
than when he makes election addresses in a political campaign.

After the session of Parliament, in iS86, he made a tour in Ontario

in company with Sir John Macdonald, Hon. Thomas White, then
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Minister of the Interior, and Hon. George E. Foster, at that time

Minister of Marine and Fisheries. His speech in the debate on the

execution of Louis Riel had made him vastly popular throughout

Ontario ; and though, as a speaker, he is perhaps too self-contained

and deliberate to thoroughly arouse such audiences as he addressed

during the campaign, the interest and enthusiasm about him increased

constantly during the tour.

The stump, however, will never be his proper pedestal. He has

not the gifts of the popular orator, and is quite without that shrewd

assurance of speech upon the stump which comes from long famili-

arity with the caucus and all the machinery of politics, public and

secret. He does not seem to hold it the finest thing in the world

that admiring multitudes should put cheers for comas to his sentences.

What it is to address hostile multitudes, readier with groans than

with cheers, he would have known, had he made another tour of

Ontario after the session of Parliament of 1891, during which he

made, in reply to D'Alton McCarthy, his memorable defence of the

refusal of the Government to disallow the Jesuits' Estates Act of the

Legislature of the province of Quebec. At the close of that speech,

before the applause of the Ministerialists had ceased, Mr. Edward

Blake crossed the floor of the chamber, and congratulated the

Minister of Justice upon what has undoubtedly been his finest effort and

his greatest success in Parliament. As an argument of sustained

power, it surpassed the speech in the Riel debate, and carried the

Government safely through another crisis.

At the last general elections, on March 5th, 1891, he was again

returned to represent Antigonish in the House of Commons. The

election campaign, which was destined to be the last of the many

through which Sir John Macdonald led his forces to face the fortunes

of political warfare at the polls, was contested stubbornly in all

parts of the Dominion, and Sir John Thompson, who had come to be

regarded among the strategy of the old Field Marshals generals,

bore a distinguished share of its hardships and labours.

The Minister of Justice owes his knighthood to the services

which he rendered during the negotiation of the Chamberlain-

Bavard Fishery Treaty, in 1887. He, in compan}' with Sir Charles

Tupper, went to Washington as the legal adviser of the British

Plenipotentiaries, and prepared for them their briefs. The volumin-
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ous reports he had previously prepared upon the \arious questions ot

an International character which had arisen in connection uitii the

Atlantic Fisheries had already received high commendation from

Her Majesty's Government. In recognition of his valuable assistance

on this occasion, Her Majesty conferred on him the Cross of St-

Michael-and-St-George, in August, 1888. It should be said also

that he was appointed Queen's Counsel in May, 1879, and that he

was called to the Bar of Ontario in 1890.

It is not needed that mention should be made in this place of the

many statutes prepared by Sir John Thompson, which have become

law under his supervision, to the great benefit oi' public and private

interests. Every session since he has been Minister of Justice, he

has brought before Parliament a large volume of new legislation.

His amendments to the banking laws and his constant revision of

the criminal law may be specially noted as of great public advantage.

In connection with the copyright question, he went to England, in

1890, and laid before the Home Government the argument in behalf

of the Canadian Go\ ernment in an able memorandum, addressed to

Lord Knutsford, the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The

Copyright Act, to protect the interests of Canadian publishers in

respect to foreign copyrights, was passed by the Dominion Parlia-

ment in the preceding year, and still awaits the concurrence ot the

Home Government before it is declared law in Canada.

The death of Sir Barnez Peacock, not many months ago, sug-

gested, both in England and in this countr}-, some discussion ot the

claims of Canada to representation on the Judicial Committee ot the

Privy Council, which is the final Court of Appeal for all the colonies

within the British Empire ; and, both in England and in Canada, the

suggestion that a Canadian be raised to that dignity seemed to meet

with no small measure of approval. If a Canadian were to be so

elevated, it would be Sir John Thompson aut mtlliis, providing, of

course, his sense of public dut}' allowed him to retire from his high

place in Parliament. That in the event of so great an honour being

held out to him, the choice he would make would be to remain where

he is. seems the more probable at the present time, because the more

demanded by the inevitable logic of the political position, now that,

after being summoned by His Excellency the Governor-General, on

on the death of Sir John Macdonald, and having tendered the advice
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that Mr. Abbott be asked to stand at the head of the new Ministry,

he is the leader of the House of Commons, with Mr. Abbott sitting

in the Senate as Premier. We are now in a period of transition.

The old order changes. Whatever the future may hold in store, Sir

John Thompson will assuredly exercise a great influence in shaping

the development of the national life of the Dominion. The Cana-

dian people are confident that, if a political crisis comes, he will do

no public act from any private motive, but that he will speak and act

sincerely, and that his sincerity will not be borne of the moment, to

be succeeded by a different sincerity the next, but will be founded on

the belief that the affairs of the Dominion should be administered on

settled principles, and the belief, too, in the right of the people to

pass judgment upon the Government, which derives its just authority

from the consent of the governed. When the time comes to sum up

his life's work, the future historian will class him with those of her

great men whose greatness was that they

Cared not to be great,

But as they saved and served the State.

W. J. HEALY.

Ottawa, October 21st, 1891.
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JOSEPH ALDRIC OUIMET

Joseph Aldric Ouimet was born at Ste-Rose, Lav'al county, on the

20th of May, 1847. He belongs to an old French family, the first,

named Jean, establishing" himself at Ste-Famille, lie d'Orleans, in

1634.

The father of the subject ot our sketch was Michel Ouimet ; his

mother, Elizabeth Filiatrault Saint-Louis. By dint of strict economy,

these worthy people were enabled to send their son to the College of

Ste-Therese. There he showed his gratitude towards them by be-

coming first in his class, ending his scholastic course brilliantly, and,

his natural bent being towards the law, he entered the office of Mr.

Edmund Barnard. Not being wealthy, in order to meet the cost of

his legal training, as well as his own personal expenses, he commenced
to write in the columns of Le Noiivcau Monde and La Mmcrvc, con-

tinuing his journalistic labours until the moment of h's admission to

the Bar in 1S70. Quiet, w-ell-informed, energetic, having a good
knowledge oi the world, his services were In speedy requisition on the

part ot some of his confreres who had already a good practice.

Messrs. Belanger and Desnoyers—who took him into partnership,

—

Judge Ouimet, Mr. Nantel, Minister of Public Works at Quebec, and

Mr. Corneillier, were successively his partners, and he is now at the

head of the firm of Ouimet, Emard and Maurault.

Mr. Ouimet's legal opinions are much sought after, and held

in high estimation. His love for the profession he has chosen

is profound. In the Courts he is listented to with marked
attention.

On the 27th of October, 1873, Mr. Ouimet was elected member for

Laval in the House of Commons by a majority of 437 votes. His

opponent was Mr. L. O. David. The newly-elected member an-



nounced himself as a supporter of the Conservative Government.
The ministry went out of power on the 5th Ol November of the same
year. Mr. Ouimet u"is re-elected by acclamation at the g"eneral elec-

tions of 1874, 1878 and 1S82. In 1887 he defeated Mr. Adolphe

Ouimet by 527 votes, and Dr. Ladouceur in 1891. This time he had

a majority of 534 votes. Mr. Ouimet speaks often in the House, and
his utterances, clear-cut, vigorous and of vibrant quality, are respected

by his adversaries and applauded by his friends.

From 1887 to i8gi, the Hon. Mr. Ouimet was Speaker of the

House of Commons. It affords me great pleasure to know that I was
instrumental in contributing to that well-deserved promotion. I was
at that time in editorial charge of Zc Canadicii, and was directed by

the Conservative party to bring the name of Mr. Ouimet before the

public.

On the 6th oi April, 1887, I wrote as follows :

" We shall this year have a F"rench Speaker in the House ofCom-
mons. Popular rumor marks out Lt.-Col. Ouimet as the man. We
should be pleased to see it confirmed.

" An eminent lawyer, able speaker and erudite scholar, the selec-

tion of Mr. Ouimet will reflect credit o\\ us as a race.

" His parliamentary experience is acknowledged by all his col-

leagues, and we can only congratulate the Government on the choice

that is proposed to be made."

Some time afterwards, Mr. Ouimet was unanimously elected to the

Speaker's chair, and the House, with good reason, showed itself well

satisfied with its choice.

Appointed Queen's Counsel in 1880, Mr. Ouimet became, on the

20th of May, 1891, one of Her Majesty's Priv^y Council. As a delicate

attention on the part of Sir John A. Macdonald, this high distinction

was announced to him on his birthday.

Mr. Ouimet has always had military tastes. In 1S64, he left the

School of Infantry with first-class diplomas, and, in 1869, he received

those of the School of Artillery. 1870 saw him enter as Lieutenant

the Montreal Chasseurs ; some months afterwards, he passed as Cap-

tain to the 65th, and, in 1879, he became Lieutenant-Colonel of that

regiment, which he commanded until 1889. He went out against the

second Fenian Raid in 1870 as Captain, and, in 1885, he was ordered

to the North-West. The facts of that deplorable insurrection are yet
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fresh in the minds of my readers ; but all are not yet g-enerally known,

especially those which concern Lieutenant-Colonel Ouimet and his

regiment.

Certain newspapers of that period, prompted, no doubt, by mean

motives of political interest, have sought to throw discredit on the

French contingent sent to the North-West. Our soldiers were not

affected by them in any great degree, and none the less did the brave

fellows do their duty. Is it not true that at that period Lieut. -Colonel

Ouimet crossed the prairie alone save for his three guides ? Alone he

lay in the Indian reserve of Battle River. The habitants were so ill-

disposed that, two days previous. Colonel Osborne Smith ordered the

Winnipeg battalion to load arms before he would risk himself in that

region.

There remains a curiously interesting page to write on the part

played there before Col. Ouimet. Accustomed hitherto to submit and

abase themselves before foreign arrogance, the unfortunate people

could not be brought to believe that it was possible that a Frenchman,

and a Catholic like themselves, would be in authority giving orders

even to the officers of the Hudson Bay Company, and having these

orders unquestioningly obeyed. It is w^ell known that he won the

ascendancy from the first by his justice and moderation. His first act

of authority was to order the disarming of the company of Edmonton

Guards. They were of no use whatever. He replaced them by a

company composed of French Metis, and the sequel proved that the

Colonel had acted wisely, for these scouts made a very active corps of

sharpshooters. It was they who espied the Indians assembled at the

Alexander reserve, and it was they who rescued the St-Albcrt Mission

from almost certain pillage. With even-minded justice, Ouimet was

desirous of seeing the old routine regarding the distribution of con-

tracts changed. Up to that time they had been handed over to the

friends of the Hudson Bay Company ; hereafter they were to be given

by tender. The mobility of the Metis character is well known. Un-

accustomed to see themselves treated with common justice, they

passed at once from fear and indifference to the most entire confidence.

They were not tardy in giving a proof of this. Humble as they might

appear, they were not unimportant in the midst of the events that un-

folded themselves later on.

A wager had been offered and taken by Colonel Ouimet and two
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French officers against three of the officers of the Hudson Bay Com-

pany. A rifle match was contemplated. On the day appointed the

M^tis, in holiday attire, came from far and near and soon the game

began. Money, arms, horses, all were placed by the side of the

French officers. The latter carried the victory by fifty-seven points,

and that evening there was a jovial time in camp. Some time after-

wards came the celebration of the national Jcfe of St-Jean-Baptiste.

All the Metis population united in decorating the church, where Mgr.

Grandin said a solemn mass, in the midst of the general emotion. In

the evening the school-room was transformed into a banquetting hall,

where a sumptuous supper was given to the French-Canadians of

Montreal by the inhabitants of Edmonton and St-Albert. Were not

these demonstrations in their very spontaniety good proof of the popu-

larity of a superior officer and of the regiment which he commanded ?

Ouimet stood as well with the English of the North-West as he did

with the Metis. His stability of purpose, his upright spirit pleased

them. He was firm with the unruly, polite towards everyone, suffer-

ing no injustice to pass unchecked under his eyes. And with all this

he had great consideration for everyone.

One of his officers recounted to me a charmingly illustrative in-

cident. One day, in company with a comrade, he took a walk in the

vicinity of St-Albert. In crossing the garden of the Grey Sisters, he

stooped and gathered three pansies. Fastening them in his button-

hole, he said: " These are for my wife ; she shall receive them by the

next post."

The Mother Superior of the mission had been witness to the pious

theft. She laughingly said to the Colonel :

" You should not have done that. Vou have shown a bad example

to your men in coming to pillage those whom you have bound your-

self to defend."

The Colonel smiled, and went his way to the camp. Next day an

officer delivered to the Lady Superior a sealed envelope. On the

Colonel's card she read the motive which had prompted him to take

the flowers. It was wrapped in three bills of fifty dollars apiece,—

fifty dollars for each flower,—and he who was the bearer of the mes-

sage will not soon forgot the emotion he experienced on witnessing

the tears of gratitude with which it was received by the good mother

of the orphans of St-Albert.
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After all that has been said and written, it must be allowed that

Col. Ouimet was the one amongst the officers who best understood

the situation of affairs at the North-West. He placed himsclfat once

(•// rapport with the people. So far as his own individual abilities

went, he used them to draw the people nearer to him, to conciliate

them, and for this g^ood work civilization owes him and his men a debt

of gratitude. The M6tis found in him a champion, and to this day he

bears them well in mind. I have heard him in the House of Com-
mons urge the claims of the mounted sharpshooters of St-Albert. So
well has he pleaded their cause that he has obtained for them the lands

to which they, equally with the other volunteers who served in the

North-West campaign, were entitled.

The regiment commanded by Colonel Ouimet saw hard service

during that expedition.

The English nicknamed his soldiers the " Alligators." Let us see

how the brave fellows won that name.

The head of the Hughes battalion was in pursuit of Big-Bear from

the side of Cold Lake. It had to cross a succession of marshes that

the English Metis have christened "muskegs."
" These marshes," writes one of the correspondents of the Mail at

that time, " might be jumped across by a man. The ponies that are

habituated to live in these marshy meadows, and that are shoed like

mules, may also venture there ; but ordinary draught and saddle

horses will sink therein, and more than one has disappeared in the

black and viscid slime that is hidden beneath the spongy mosses of the

muskegs.
" A narrow pathway wound into the heart of the brushwood which

covers these morasses. After having followed it for some time, the

English began to grow weary of thus splashing about in the mud, and

they were completely disheartened by slipping in the ranks. The
stragglers had already decided not to budge an inch further, when all

at once they heard in the distance a joyous refrain. It was a company
of the 65th

" In their turn they traversed the interminable savanna, singing

gaily

:

" En roulant inn. l)Oule. . .

."'

" The path wound around towards Bullfrog Lake, repeating con-

tinually the letter S as it spread itself out over pools, m.Iniature lakes,
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bogs and mud. At one spot it took the form of an old railway em-

bankment thrown in the centre of a swamp. Here and there it was

broken by pits and puddles of water, which it was necessary to cross

or g-o around. The waggons of the party stuck in the mud. 'IMvy

pushed at the wheels. The horses fell, broke their harness, kicked,

and sank to the neck. Then it became necessary for the men to throw

themselves at their heads and struggle with them in the liquid mud.

The soldiers of the 65th were not backward in bearing their part in

that wearing corvee. It was accomplished as by a miracle."

This feat of arms—and it was one of the best in the campaign of

the North-West— is narrated thus in an English despatch

:

" Some men of the mounted infantry who were with us passed over

first ; then came the Winnipeg Light Infantry. The gun, protected

by an escort furnished by the North-West Mounted Police, came after.

" It was followed by the 65th of Montreal. The scouts had already

reported that the route was very bad, and that two days' march at

least would be required to cross the eleven miles of marsh.

" They were not mistaken.

"It was an extraordinary spectacle to see the six horses literally

towing the piece ot artillery in that liquid mud. At each side the soil

was trembling in such a way that the men had to throw themselves at

the horses' heads to guide them. The horses were encumbered not

only by the weight of the men mounted upon them, but also with that

of their heavy harness. The weight drawn by them exceeded 3.5"^

lbs.. One jerk was given, the horses plunged into the swamp, and ur

a stroke the gun was advanced two or three times its own length.

then they stopped to draw breath. At the same time the piece of

artillery was endangered ; it was sinking, at any moment it might

disappear altogether in the mud. The order was sharply given:

' Foiicttez! Whip on! ' And at once the excited horses started for-

ward. The drivers shouted, the animals pulled, the piece of artillery

advanced, and in the midst of the hurrahs and bravos of the soldiers

it was deposited on terra frma.
" Nevertheless at one time it was deemed impossible to save the

gun. At least a quarter of a mile ot marsh lay before the troops. A

little more than half way the horses broke down. The drivers dropped

the lash, and the animals lay stretched as for dead. The order was

then given to dismount the gun. It was hoisted on a waggon in the
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line of carriages. Ropes were tied round the poles, and the soldiers

of the 65th, vokingf themselv-es bravely to it, soon lifted the piece of

artillery, singfins^ the while :

" En roulant ina boulc. ..."

''This act of virile force was accomplished by these French-Cana-

dians after days and days of forced marches.
"

This is how the soldiers of the 65th of Montreal won their nick-

name of " .Alligators, " and it was an English confrere who gave it to

them.

All honor to them !

During the course oi his parliamentary career, the member for

Laval took part in some of the most important discussions.

Among other legislative questions, Mr. Ouimet has treated dual re-

presentation, the Penitentiaries' .A.ct, the Law of Bankruptcy, the

Supreme Court Act, the Militia. In 1874, he stood up eloquently for

the pardon of Riel, and the following year he returned to the charge,

and declared himself in favor of the complete amnestv. He has taken

special part in the debates o\\ the bill determining the rate of interest,

on the law of assurance companies, on the charters of the Canada
Central, Canadian Pacific and North Shore Railways, and that of St-

Martin, in Quebec. He has also taken good part in the following

laws :
" Charter of the Dominion Building Society," " Charter of the

City Loan and Mortgage Company," " Charter of the Silver Mining

Company," " Charter constituting the Acadian Powder Company."
An excellent debater, he has occupied himself with such questions

as the coal mines, the beet-root sugar industry, the Credit Foncier of

Canada, the Temperance Act, and various treaties concerning trade,

police, ports, rivers, railway grants, the bill concerning land convey-

ances, promissory notes and letters of exchange, the militia pay, for

the deepening of the St-Lawrence canal, for the readjustment of sub-

sidies to the Provinces, the criminal laws concerning seduction, grants

of land to be given to railways in the North-West, the cutting of tim-

ber at the Cypress Butts, and the dry dock at Quebec,

He has played a prominent part as ministerial member, and when
the chances of war have forced him to turn Oppositionist, he has ac-

quitted himself with equal honor.

As early as 1879, Mr. Ouimet was indicated by public opinion as a
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future Minister. Political events, however, did not allow of his en-

trance into the Cabinet before the month of November, 1891. It is

admitted that the district of Montreal has been deprived of representa-

tion in the Cabinet since the retirement of Hon. Mr. Masson, who was
succeeded by Sir Adolphe Caron in 1880. It is possible this state of

thing's would have continued if Mr. Ouimet's friends had not taken

advantage of the retiremea'c of Sir Hector Langevin to press his claims.

His promotion has been welcomed by the Conservative party in Quebec

and elsewhere. We know that Mr. Ouimet is too positive and too cool

to allow his sound judgment to be carried away by prosperity. He is

now a Minister—Minister of Public Works—the head of a Department

where the patronage amounts to millions. Without attempting to

prophesy in any way, the author is satisfied that, if Mr. Ouimet should

make mistakes, they will not be caused by lack of prudence, patriotism

or honesty of purpose. He has a past in this respect which has never

been assailed, and he may be relied on to preserve the integrity of the

record.

Mr. Ouimet is a power on the hustings; he has taken part in a

number of by-elections. A popular speaker, knowing the people

thoroughly, a true Canadian, his speech is simple and clear ; his argu-

ment carries with it conviction.

He has been favored by fortune and by success in his profession.

In spite of politics and of the time demanded by them, Mr. Ouimet's

office remains one of the most important in Montreal.

Notwithstanding these multifarious labors, he has found time to

accept the direction of the Montreal City and District Savings Bank

and of the Credit Foncier Franco-Canadien. He has been at the head

of the former institution since 1876; in 1886, he was elected on the

board of management of the Credit Foncier.

These strokes of good luck have been owing in a great measure to

the influence exercised ttirough his own kind and considerate disposi-
«

tion.

On the i8th or July, 1874, the Hon. Mr. Ouimet married Miss

Therese LaRocque. He has a charming family, reared by the most

tender, and I would say the most saintly of mothers if I had not had

the sorrow of seeing my own expire in my arms after forty-five years

of gentle, loving, intellectual life passed in daily intercourse, or in cor-

respondence with her when I was among strangers.
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The ambition of the whilom Colonel of the 65th has never been

allowed to overpass the charmed circle wherein is centred his domestic

happiness. And he has been wise in this. The foundation of his home
is laid with the true philosopher's stone sought vainly by so manv ot'

our '\fiii-de-su'cir'' yentr\.

I am happy to be allowed to place these v.-ords on record here, in

this beautiful publication. I have-always believed that the hii^hest

pleasure that could be enjoyed by a writer was to contribute to that :

pleasure of his readers. In saying-, therefore, to mine that what I have

stated here is a record o^ things that have really happened, that ha\e a

streng'thening' influence, and that may also have the power of example,

I have only done my duty.

This aim, which I have endeavored with all my heart to accomplish,

is present in my thoughts as I close a biography the incidents in w hich

are not fabricated but authentic, and such as I hope will not only carr\-

a sense of its import with every word, but will also help to furnish

some new facts towards the construction of our national histor\-.

\. I-WL'CIIKR Di-; .SAIXTMAL'RICE.

Quebec, June islh, iSqj.

[Translated by Mrs. Carroll Ryan.
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D'ALTON McCarthy

D'Alton McCarthy occupies a peculiar but Important position in the

realm of Canadian statesmanship and in the estimation of the Canadian

people,—independent in principle and in politics, yet holding- most de-

cided views and ambitious aims.

Conservative in his loyalty to British institutions, connections and

development, yet differing- from tiie bulk of his party in a matter of

g^rave and vital import ; admired by a section of our people, but dis-

liked and distrusted by another portion, Mr. McCarthy presents in his

past career an illustration of brilliant political progress up to a certain

point, coupled with a present condition of what mig-ht be termed

arrested development.

Consistent adherence to a certain line of political thought and
action, vigorous denunciation of the principles of his opponents, and a

brilliant and marked position in the Courts of the Dominion and before

the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, combine, indeed, to

render the career of Mr. McCarthy one of great importance and one

which contains lessons of interest to all who wish to climb the ladder

of success or stamp their names upon the roll of fame in this Dominion
of Canada.

Born in the year 1836 of a family which had for two generations

practised law in the city of Dublin, D'Alton McCarthy was brought to

this country at an early age, and educated at the schools of Barrie,

Ontario. He was called to the bar of Upper Canada in 1859, became a

Queen's Counsel on the i8th of December, 1872, and has been for many
years a bencher of the Law Society of Ontario. If Emerson's definition

is correct when he says that " great men are more distinguished by

range and extent of thought than by originality," then a foremost

lawyer must be a great man ; and, concerning the position of Mr. Mc-
Carthy at the Bar, there can be but one opinion. Possessed of a wide
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knowledge of tlie intricacies of our law and that happy facihty of In-

stant application which usually stamps the prominent and popular

pleader, he may be fairly said to lead the Bar of his Province and to

rank with the few principal lawyers of this Dominion. Mr. McCarthy-

has appeared before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council of the

Empire in a number of important cases, amongst which may be men-

tioned the famous Streams' Bill, McLaren versus the Canada Central

Railway, and the Ontario boundary case, in which last he represented

the Province of Manitoba. While not uniformly successful before the

Judicial Committee, Mr. McCarthy has made a distinct Impression

upon the Courts of the Dominion, and perhaps the services of no other

man are so anxiously desired or so eagerly sought after in an important

case as those of the member for North Simcoe In our Hout;e of Com-

mons. Perhaps this very prominence in his profession has had no small

effect upon the political life and success of the eloquent lawyer.

His career in politics did not, indeed, appear to commence under

very favourable auspices. As in the case of so many others who have

fouo-ht their way along the slippery pathway of political power, Mr.

McCarthy met first with disaster and attained success only after per-

sistent but vigorous battle with his opponents.

In 1867, during the first general election after Confederation, he

made his first appearance as a politician in support of the late Mr.

Ano-us Morrison, who contested the North Riding of Simcoe for the

Leo-Islatlve Assembly against Mr. Wm. Lount. Mr. Morrison was

also a candidate for the House of Commons in the old division of

NIao-ara. and as both elections were held at the same time, Mr. Mor-

rison, finding himself hard pressed at Niagara, abandoned North

Simcoe, leaving the battle to be fought by Mr. McCarthy in that con-

stituency as his representative.

It was not an easv task to conduct a contest In the division in those

days, when it comprised what are now known as the East and North

Ridinc-s of Simcoe. Meetings had to be held at very wide distances

from eacli other, the roads were by no means beds of roses, and the

people being so much Isolated from one another, it was necessarily

difficult to merge conflicting elements In a union of sentiment or action.

The contest was a most unequal one from the first, owing to the great

popularity of Mr. Morrison's opponent, aided by Mr. T. D. Mc-

Conkev, who was elected for the Commons without opposition and
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who was :i man possessing g^reat influence in llie ridini;-. It became a

hopeless one after Mr. Morrison's desertion, and Mr. Lount was elected

by a larije majority. Mr. McCarthy, nevertheless, fought the party's

cause with unflinching energy, appearing for the candidate at all his

meetings.

The election over, Mr. McCarthy again devoted himself steadily to

business, and secured the foundations for his future success. But, in

1872, he was nominated as the Conservative candidate for the House
of Commons, and once more took the field on his own account, his

opponent being Mr. H. H. Cook. There was little organization in the

Conservative ranks, and money, it has always been claimed by the

party, was spent with great liberality by the other side ; and, after a

desperate contest, Mr. McCarthy was defeated by a majority of fifty.

The majority, however, was reduced from that which emphasized
Mr. Morrison's failure, and, in 1874, Mr. McCarthy once more contested

the seat at the earnest solicitation of his party, but was again defeated,

and on this occasion by 154 of majority. This was the election in

which the Conservative party was swept from the polls owing to the

Pacific Scandal.

Mr. Cook, however, was immediatelv unseated, and, after looking

around in vain for some one to take up the gauntlet, the indomitable

lawyer ran again, and this time pulled the majority down to 74. This

was the turning of the tide, and in December, 1876, when a vacancA

occurred in Cardwell by the death of Hon. J. Hillyard Cameron, Mr.
McCarthy, although suffering at the time from an accident, accepted

the nomination, stumped the riding for a week, opposed, amongst
others, by the present Ontario Minister of Education, and supported
by Sir Charles—(then Dr.)—Tupper, and was elected by over 360
majority. The surprise of his opponents was very great, as the pre-

vious majority had been small and they were confident of success.

During his first speech in the House, Mr. McCarthy took occasion to

inform his old antagonist, Mr. H. H. Cook, of his intention to meet
him again at the next election. Great preparations were made b^-

both sides for the contest looming up in 1878, and the riding, then the

largest in Canada, was thoroughly stumped and organized by the re-

spective parties. The result was the triumphant election of D'Alton
McCarthy by a majority of 50.

In 1882, the riding was reconstituted, and, while Mr. H. H. Cook
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ran for one of the new divisions, Mr. McCarthy contested what is now
North Simcoe against a recent member of the Mowat Ministry, Mr.

Charles Drury, who was then a local preacher, a gfood speaker and a

successful farmer, defeating" him by 250 majority. Again, in 1887, I'le

Hon. T. W. Anglin was defeated by 323 majority, and, in the kite

general election, the old-time battle was renewed, and Mr. H. H. Cook
was beaten, under exceptional conditions, by a majority of 296 votes.

Such is a briefsummary of the electoral battles fought by the present

exponent of " Equal Rights," and no matter what may be the politics

or principles of the reader, he cannot but admire the tenacity of pur-

pose, the energy of character and the determined confidence in future

success which animated the early career of Mr. D'Alton McCarthy.

No better proofcan be afforded of the sterling qualities ofany man than

the fact that adversity and defeat only serve as an additional impetus

to individual exertion and added incentive to a laudable ambition.

Crowned with success at the polls and possessed of an established

reputation at the bar, Mr. McCarthy occupied a position, in 1876, which

pointed to a great future. During the thirteen years following, he

steadily advanced in the estimation of his party and in popular favour.

Though not devoting all his time to politics, giving perhaps the greater

portion of it to his profession, he yet succeeded in impressing his views

upon the legislation of the period. In 1883, Mr. McCarthy introduced

for the fourth time a bill to constitute a Court of Railway Commis-
sioners for Canada and looking to more pronounced Government con-

trol over the railways. Though finally unsuccessful in committee, the

measure created a warm discussion and considerable interest in the

country, whilst several of its provisions were subsequently incorpor-

ated in a Government bill.

During the same session, the famous measure regulating the liquor

traffic, which afterwards became known as the " McCarthy Act," after

being previously foreshadowed in a speech from the Throne, was
framed by Mr. McCarthy in accordance with the wishes of a Govern-

ment committee, of which he was the practical though not nominal

chairman. Much of its contents were based upon previous Australian

legislation and afterwards incorporated in the Ontario measure known
as the " Crook's Act." The proposals passed the Houses and became

law, but created wide discussion and aroused warm opposition from

the Ontario Government, which found its powers very much curtailed.
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Its aKcr history, submission to the Judicial Committee of the Council

and disallowance as infring-ing- upon provincial rights are well known.

In 1884, Mr. D'Alton McCarthy became chairman of the Exccuti\e

Committee of the Liberal-Conservative Union of Ontario, and held the

position for some years with general acceptance and amid a growing-

belief in his political power.

In 1887, the Riel question was the great issue at the polls. The

man who incited the unfortunate half-breeds to rebel in the North-

West, who endeavoured to arouse the ignorant and easily excited

Indians, who acted with such singular coolness and precision in the

campaign against ov.r gallant volunteers, and who was mainly re-

sponsible for the bloodshed of all that time, suffered the consequences

of his crimes upon the scaffold of Regina. What boots it to repeat the

old story? Everyone knows the stir and stress of the political storm

which broke upon the heads of the Dominion Government from the

Province of Quebec. Advantage was taken by the opponents of the

Conservative party to direct the indignation upon the heads of the

Executive, and although the French-Canadian Ministers, Langevin,

Chapleau and Caron, gallantly stood to their colours and their convic-

tions, we knew that some loss was encountered. Mr. McCarthy took

up the cudgels in Ontario with vigour, and delivered one of the most

remarkable speeches of the campaign at Barrie. In that speech he

outlined, perhaps unintentionally, the principles which appear to

actuate his policv of to-day and which have partially isolated him

from the party in whose ranks he has been so long a prominent and

honoured leader.

" My own conviction is that it is not religion which is at the bottom

of this matter, but that it is a race feeling. There is no feeling so

strong,—no feeling which all history proves so strong as the feeling

of race. Don't we find the French to-day in the Province of Quebec

more French than they were when conquered by Wolfe upon the

Plains of Abraham ? Do they mix with us, assimilate with us, in-

termarry with us ? Do they read our literature or learn our laws ?

No, everything with them is conducted on a French model ; and

while we mav admire members of that race as individuals, yet, as

members of the body politic, I say they are the great danger to our

Confederacy."

Little wonder tnat such expressions in a speech which ^\ as other-
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wise*;tudiously moderate should have created a sensation, and perhaps

proved the foundation of the movement with which Mr. McCarthy has

of late been so prominently identified.

While, however, the speaker, upon this occasion, departed from the

general policy of the Conservati\e party, which had always been a

consistent endeavour to cement all races and creeds in a common re-

gard and allegiance for a united Dominion, he expressed a strong-

sympathy with the position assumed by the Government in the recent

crisis in Quebec and amid the violent language and recrimination

used by agitators in reference to the execution of Riel. " We know
that petition after petition was sent in to Sir John asking for the

pardon of Riel, threatening the Government with the loss of the

French-Canadian support if he was not pardoned, while there was

just one petition from the Province of Ontario asking for his execu-

tion. But Sir John was consistent to the last. He said, while the

criminal shall have a fair trial, while he shall be allowed to appeal

from court to court, until he has exhausted the subtleties of the law,

while he shall have, before his execution, an investigation into his

sanity to see if he is in the same condition that he was in before

the trial, beyond that executive interference will not go, the law

must take its course ; and, for my own part, I believe numbers of my
Liberal fellow-countrymen will go out of the ranks of their own

party, and will forgive Sir John a multitude of sins which they sup-

pose him guilty of and support him for this one deed."

Following this utterance came the memorable agitation of 1889,

the indignation against the Jesuits' Estate Bill and its preposterous

preamble, the practical assumption of leadership in the movement by

Mr. McCarthy and his support of Col. O'Brien's motion in the House

of Commons. It is not often that dramatic scenes are witnessed in

that chamber, but no one w ho reme;mbers the excitement of the time

and the feeling which is always aroused by any question which creates

racial or religious discussion will fail to see how the elements of a

political drama were involved in tb.e battle of thirteen against one

hundred and eighty-eight. The storm passed over, the Government

had been supported even more strongly than it could ha\e expecled,

and Mr. D'Alton McCarthy had severed his official connection with

the Conservative party, though continuing to give it an earnest sup-

port in all but one special line of action which he had marked out.



d'alton' m'caktiiv 215

The Equul Ri^^hts Association was formed in Ontario, and the practical

ihoug'h never nominal leader took a more or less active part in the

subsequent agitation.

On the 22nd of Januar\ , 1890, Mr. McCarthy took another step

along- the path he had mapped out for himself, and introduced his

measure for the amendment of the North-West Act and the abolition

of the dual language system in the Territories. His first speech upon

that subject has since become so well known as to hardly require de-

scription. On one side it is designated as vmduly violent and exhibit-

ing the most extreme Protestant bigotry ; on the other, it is claimed to

embody the true principles of civil and religious liberty. The proposal

and the speaker aroused the fiercest antagonism and a most bitter de-

bate. The result, which was hardly in doubt from the first, was in the

nature of a compromise, formulated in a Government amendment by

Sir John Thompson, which favoured the granting of power to the

North-West Assembly, after its next general election, to regulate its

proceedings as it saw fit, and was passed by a majority of ninety-

nine.

There the matter rests for the present, though the distant mutter-

ings of further attack along the same lines are still heard, and from

time to time we hear reverberations of that famous utterance of the

member for Simcoe delivered at Stayner on the 12th of July, 1889 :

" Now is the time when the ballot-box will decide this great ques-

tion before the people, and if that does not supply the remedy in this

generation, bayonets will supply it in the next."

In May, 1890, the Ontario House of Assembly was dissolved; and

the growth of the French language in certain schools and sections of

the Province, coupled with the undue subserviency which was said to

exist in the policy of the JMowat Ministry towards the Roman Catholic

Church, caused a strong agitation for "Equal Rights" within the Pro-

vince itself. Mr. Charlton, M.P., and Principal Caven failed to repeat

their former expressions of opinion on the subject, when it might com-
pel an attack upon their own political associates; but Mr. McCarthy,
consistent as usual, took up the oratorical cudgels in advocacy of what
he esteemed the right. He delivered several powerful speeches, and
at those which he gave in Toronto on behalf of Messrs. Bell and
Armour he was accorded most enthusiastic receptions.

In the course of the meeting on June 2nd, the Equal Rights leader
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took occasion to reply to the charge that he liad been secretly work-

ing- with Sir John Macdonald since the inception of the ag-itation, and

used the following strong words :

*'
I can assert here, in the face of this great meeting, and I can

assert it without fear of contradiction, that, since the vote of the

Jesuits Bill, I have never spoken to Sir John Macdonald about politics,

nor has Sir John ever conversed with me about politics. We are

friends, I hope, personal friends, since, and I trust the day has not

yet arrived in Canada when men cannot differ in their political views

without importing hostility into the matter."

The speaker then proceeded to state his position upon the question

of separate schools in Ontario and their management in words whose

clearness leave no room for doubt as to his sentiments. " With the

Separate School Law there is but one thing to be done, there is but

one amendment that can be satisfactory, and that amendment is to

repeal the different clauses that have been passed since the time of

Confederation. Let us see that our Protestant money is not, against

our will, diverted to the separate schools ; that the public school in-

spector shall inspect the separate as well as public schools ; and let

us see, beyond all, that books that are read, not the books of reli-

gious instruction, but the books of ordinary learning, are books

which have been approved by our Education Department. We want

no treason taught in our public schools. We want the history of

England fairly written, so that our children may have some admira-

tion for the great old land." Punctured with tremendous cheering,

such sentiments certainly satisfied the larger part of the audience ad-

dressed, but failed to obtain the return of his candidates in the ensuing

battle at the polls.

Upon many other questions, Mr. D'Alton McCarthy has taken a

vigorous and noteworthy stand. Tlie result of the well-known Home
Rule resolution of 1884 was perhaps a fair tribute to his political

sagacity. While wishing all measure of prosperity and greatness to

Ireland, he dissaproved the passage of the motion as being an undue

interference upon our part in the internal affairs of the United King-

dom, practically inviting either interference in our own local affairs by

outsiders upon future occasions or a rebuke to our authorities for their

unseemly action. The latter was the result, and Mr. McCarthy, while

v.'ishin"-
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" Ireland as she ought to Ix-,

(jreat, glorious and free,

First flower of the earth

-Viul first gem of the sea,"

had the privilege of seeing- his prediction fulfilled to the letter.

In other than the racial and religious issues in which he has been a

leader, Mr. McCarthy has always battled for Conservativ^e principles,

and especially for the commercial and British policy of the party. As

he said upon one occasion last year: "A Conservative I am, a Conser-

vative I propose to be, and a Conservative I hope to die."

And now to turn to what he would himself probably term a brighter

and more pleasant phase of his career. In what has been said with

reference to the local agitation and policy with which the Equal Rights

advocate is so prominently connected, whether for good or ill, all com-

ments on the part of the writer ha\e been avoided and a simple state-

ment of the case presented.

The name, however, of I\Ir. D'Alton McCarthy is indissolubly con-

nected with another movement,—one in sympathy with which men of

all creeds and races and factions in this Dominion can be united ; a

movement which has commanded wide support, and will perhaps

achieve as time rolls on a position of transcendant import ; a move-

ment which is essentially patriotic and elevating in its nature, wide

and broad in its sympathies and aims,—the promotion, namely, of a

closer connection between the great countries and dominions of the

realm of our Queen. Mr. McCarthy took part in the formation of the

Imperial Federation League in London during the year 1884, and when

the Canadian branch was organized in Montreal, two years afterwards,

accepted the post of President, and has been unanimously reelected

each year until February, 1891, when he retired in favor of Sir Leonard

Tilley. The following extract from one of his speeches embodies very

fullv the views of the Canadian leader of the movement: " It cannot,

perhaps, be too often repeated that, in the proposal for Imperial

Federation, it has never been contemplated that the colonial depend-

encies are to surrender the rights of self-government which they

now enjo\- ; but the common defence of the Empire is a matter in

which not inerely the mother-country, but every colony is interested,

to which, in justness and fairness, every colony, according to its

means, ought to contribute, and it is impossible to doubt that a
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g-reat country like Canada nuisl ero long, in one form or another^

assume the full burdens of that national life to which she hasg-rown.

" While not looking- upon it as by any means essential to Imperial

Federation, yet as a step which, if adopted, would go a long way in

makino- the carrvinof out of the scheme more natural and easier of

attainment, I would urge the adoption of a policy tending to a more

intimate and advantageous trade relatipnship between Great Britain

and her dependencies and between the colonies themselves than at

present exists."

As recently as April loth of last year, Mr. McCarthy referred, at

CoUingwood, to the subject in equally strong and incisive words. He,

for one, would go for closer relations with the mother-country.

Canada was not going to beg at Washington, be rejected and rebuked.

We should goto our own mother-land, and, by giving her advantages

over foreign countries, she would eventually reciprocate. If some

Canadians suffered from the heavy duties imposed, our course was

clear. We should gradually lower our tariff on goods from the

mother-land. While Canada must sustain her industries, it must be

remembered that it was never contemplated in 1S78 that our industries

would always require to be spoon-fed, or would always require un-

limited protection. The day must come, and the day was coming,

when these industries must endeavour to s'tand alone, or to some extent

alone, unprotected, or with a reasonable amount of protection, and

they should be prepared in the future to dispense with the high taxa-

tion necessary to their infancy. Therefore, while he did not desire to

embarrass the Government, so long as there was hope of doing any-

thing at Washington, he believed Canada's true course was to gradu-

ally reduce our tariff towards the mother-land, and give her the benefit

of our market to the exclusion of the United vStates. He did not mean

that we should at once lower our tariff.

The policy of closer trade relations with the Mother Country, what-

ever form it may take eventually, is undoubtedly coming to the front,

and the recent action of Sir Charles Tupper, coupled with the state-

ments of British leaders, the sentiments of Australian politicians and

papers, and the persistent agitation going on in England, must event-

ually result in the evolution of some satisfactory arrangement for the

promotion of trade and the efficient defence of our commerce and its

myriad adjuncts, as well as the creation of a central advising and con-
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sultative council, whoso deliberations will tend to preserve our Imperial

unity and perpetuate those great principles of liberty, parliamentary

and representative g^overnment, civilization and power, for which our

people—French and Eng-Iish alike—have foug-ht and strug-gled in the

years that are gone. To such a policy and principle of action Mr.

McCarthy has, since 1884, consistently pointed the people of Canada.

Especially has he urged the young- men of the Dominion to accept this

as their political ideal, and, in company with Principal Grant, Arch-

bishop O'Brien of Halifax, Lieut. -Col. G. T. Denison, Dr. Bourinot

and others, he has endeavoured of late years to create a feeling of con-

fidence in our future as a part of the British Empire,—as, to use Sir

John Macdonald's words, an " auxiliary nation," British in principle,

policy and administration, British in unity, power and commerce, but

Canadian as regards local government, faith in the progress and belief

in the future greatness of our country.

It is evident, therefore, that however much a portion of our people

may differ from Mr. McCarthy in some of his personal views and

measures, all must agree that he is an ardent defender of British con-

nection and institutions, an enthusiastic believer in a brilliant future

for this Dom.inion, and an energetic supporter of all those great

measures which Sir John Macdonald and his party have in the past

endeavoured to popularize and carry into action. Apart from all local

frictions and jars, his policy in this respect may be summed up in the

words o{ a brilliant Canadian poet :

" Forward for our cause and Canada,

Forward for Britain's Empire,

Peerless arch of Freedom's raising,

Whose majestic span

Is axis to the world.''

What more can be said? The name of D'Alton McCarthy is known
throughout the Dominion and in many parts of the Empire, but the

personality of the man necessarily remains more or less concealed to

the great majority in so vast a realm.

Small in stature, but with clear, sharp-cut features which impress

a stranger at once, Mr. McCarthy is, among those who know him, ex-

tremely popular, and is respected even by his most bitter opponents.

His political characteristics may perhaps be summed up as courage

and boldness verging upon rashness, consistency of purpose and action,
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vig-our and energy in pursuit of a clierished ideal or principle, coupled

with quickness of perception and undoubted executive ability.

The p:ist is behind him, and he who runs may read. Of the future

which lies before Mr. McCarthy, it would h^ worse than folly to make

a prediction. Whatever may happen in time to come, his career has

been one of marked interest and importance, whilst his name and

actions have stamped themselves indelibly upon the history of the

Dominion of Canada.

J. CAS'n:LL HOPKINS.
Toronto, March, 1892.
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SIR RICHARD J. CARTWRIGHT

Twenty-five years ago the confederation of the provinces of

British North America \va;j ushered into existence with what seemed
to be a general fraternization of political parties. Union orators and
editors, in the exuberance of their enthusiasm over the birth of a new
nation, hailed the event as the dawn of a millenium in colonial affairs.

Drawing- upon their fervid imaginations, they pictured the Tory lion

and the Reform lamb lying down together in the blissful tranquility

of brotherly love. The dead past would be left to bury its dead, and
for the acrimonious turmoil, the fruitless wranglings of former parties

would be substituted what Dr. Tupper, with that felicity of

phraseology for which he has always been famous, described as " the

great Party of Union and Progress." It was a time of general

rejoicing, of hand-shakings, ot mutual congratulations, and when a

cynical observer remarked that, as usual, when the lion and the lamb
lay down together, the lamb was inside the lion, he was silenced by

an universal shout of derision. Whether the event justified t!ie

imputation must be left to the decision of the candid student ot

Canadian history.

On the whole, the people were well disposed towards the change.

They had grown weary of faction fights, which always ended in a

draw, leaving their tangible grievances untouched and unredressed.

Aspirations tor a broader sphere and for higher ideals had begun to

stir in the breasts of the rising generation. Parties at that time were
led by men whose instincts were wholly controlled by their old

country associations. So callow and grotesque to some among them
appeared the idea of young Canada asserting itself, that they openly

expressed their contempt for it, little dreaming that the Confederacy

would not be ten years older before that idea, wrested somewhat from

its original meaning, would dominate the struggle of parties and give
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one of them a protracted lease of power with the talismanic words :

"Canada for Canadians."'

To the first parhament of the Dominion every province sent its

best men. I think it will not be denied that it was the best par-

liament, m every sense, that ever assembled at Ottawa. Whether
it was that the old provincial legislatures formed training- schools

which developed the political capacities in a w^ay that the present

system fails to accomplish, or whether the objects and methods of

public life were higher and better in those days than in these, the fact,

nevertheless, is evident that the old school of parliamentarians were

vastly superior as a body to their successors. There were giants in

those days, indeed, and, looking back to a period which seems already

remote, so great is the change, we may exclaim with the poet :

" Wf, we have seen the intellectual race

Of giants stand, like Titans, face to face :

Athos and Ida, with a dashing sea

Of eloquence between."

It was in that parliament of the Fathers of Confederation that

Richard John Cartwright first made his mark. He had served, like

most of those who sat with him, an apprenticeship in the provincial

legislature. From the beginning of his career, he had been regarded

as one of the most promising of the rising generation of conservatives,

and held, in the estimation of those who knew him, a near place in

the direct succession to the leadership of that party. Soon after the

union became an accomplished fact, it was known that Sir Alexander

Gait, the author of the policy of " Incidental Protection," cherished

opinions seriously at variance with the policy of the government, and

Mr. Cartwright, who sat beside him in the front row on the ministerial

side of the House, was credited with sharing those opinions. These

two may be said to have represented that more exclusive element, in

the Conservative party, which recoiled from what it considered the

questionable ideas, methods and associations thrust upon it in the new

sphere of Dominion affairs. Principally was Mr. Cartwright oflFended

at what he could not but regard as the somewhat extravagant oppor-

tunism of the new regime.

Having devoted much time and profound study to financial

questions, and having had personal experience in the banking business

of the country, he was well qualified for the position assigned him by
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common consent as the coming" Finance Minister of the Confederation.

Such was the situation, as far as Mr. Cartwrig'ht was concerned,

when Sir Alexander Gait made his memorable declaration of dissent

from the policy of the administration and his determination to act

independent!}- of the party. This was the first break in the happy

family.

Mr. Cartwright did not speak, as, indeed, it was not to have been

expected that he would have spoken, on that occasion. It was

known, however, that he sympathized with Sir Alexander's attitude,

and from that day we may date the opening of the breach between

him and Sir John Macdonald—a breach which subsequent events

tended more and more to widen, till it culminated in his formal

withdrawal from the conservative party and alliance with the liberals.

The records of party warfare are replete with instances of men
who, from conviction, were compelled to reverse their political

affiliations. With men of high principles and strong- convictions,

nothing could be more natural. The evolution of a public character

in the disintegrating and fusing flames of political and parliamentary

strife is the process by which leadership is attained. Earl Beaconsfield

and Mr. Gladstone are familiar instances of it. Those who think it

involves inconsistency have not sufficiently studied the currents of

public life. Men are not always the same individually, nor are

parties always guided by the same motives. Viewed in the abstract,

it may, perhaps, be conceded that parties are broadly divided by

opposing principles ; but he need not be a very profound student of

politics to arrive at the conclusion that, in these days at least, policies

which dangerously undermine those principles can be made strangely

interchangeable. A man may not leave his party, but his party may
leave him, and it is sometimes a problem for severe personal equation

to decide at what point a man must choose between his sense of what

he believes to be right and his allegiance to his partv.

Whether Mr. Cartwright ever faced this crucial epoch or not, I am
not in a position to say ; but of his consistency there can be no

doubt. As I have already intimated, his career was a development.

Born, as I may say, a conservative, brought up in an atmosphere of

conservatism, taught to cherish lofty ideals of government, yet

endowed with a mind of robust originality and profound analytical

power, what could be more natural than that he should work out his
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own political destiny? And, if, in thus working his way, he should

have refused to follow a leader in whom he had ceased to repose his

confidence, and declined to be counted a cypher in a row of cyphers,

smothering the voice of his conscience, we must applaud his honesty,

leaving others to deplore his lack of that quality of pliability by which

some men, not so highly endowed, achieve that measure of success

of which they are capable.

Sir Richard entered parliament a young man. He was but twenty-

seven years of age when, in 1865, he took his seat for Lennox in the

legislative assembly of Canada. For these thirty years,—except in

1883, when Centre-Huron, the riding he represented, was wiped out

of existence by the " redistribution act"—he has devoted all his time,

a large part of his private means and all his brilliant abilities to public

affairs. More than any man in this country, he resembles those

statesmen of Great-Britain who, possessing all the means and oppor-

tunities for selfish enjoyment, yet prefer to spend their days in the

exacting and often thankless labours of public life. It is well for the

nation that has sons thus devoted to its service ; and a sufficient

answer to the heated partisans who assail them, in the fury of the

fight, with insult and detraction, is to be found in the tact that they

do thus devote themselves to a service so exacting and perilous. As

an expression of Sir Richard's views on this subject, I may quote a

passage from his speech in reply to the speech on the Budget, in

1882 :
" I have no objection whatever," he said, " to any man accu-

mulating as large a fortune as he can by any honest and legitimate

means. I do not mean to say that I regard it as the highest aim and

object in life ; and I may say this, that if that be regarded as the

highest end and object of life, we would not be engaged in politics,

for my experience in politics is this, that, although many men have

entered office rich and left it poor, no honest and honourable man

ever entered office poor and left it rich."

Those who now admire Sir Richard's wonderful command of

language would hardly believe that, when he first essayed the role of

public speaker, he was slow and hesitating, while what some con-

sidered an affectation of pronunciation imparted an unpleasing man-

nerism to his utterances. But he rapidly overcame these defects, and

it may be said that there is no man m Canada to-day who possesses

in a more eminent degree the power of thinking on his feet and of
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expressing- those thoughts in language at once chaste, vigorous and
luminous. As a debater, he is without a superior ; but where he

excels all possible rivals is in his unequalled powers of invective and
sarcasm. It is a common complaint, among- those opposed to him,

that he uses these powers too freely ; but they should bear in mind
the provocation he received. Too often, unfortunately, have political

discussions in this country been disgraced by neglect of the ordinarv

amenities of polite society ; but never, in his most trenchant moods,
when stung to the quick by the ungenerous taunts of his opponents,

has Sir Richard forgotten that he was a gentleman or failed to clothe

in the most elegant terms his most biting sarcasms. On all occasions,

he is true to himself. Anything like deception is abhorrent to his

very nature. Indeed, it may be said that whatever failure may be

attributed to him as a politician has arisen from the chivalrous

candour and frankness with which he always conceded the strength

and weight of the arguments brought against him. This faculty,

unhappily too rare in Canadian public life, shone forth conspicuously

when he occupied the position of Minister of Finance in the Mackenzie
administration. If regarded on their merits, entirely apart from
party politics, I think it will be admitted that no more just, clear, or

forcible expositions, or more statesmanlike utterances on the great

questions of legislation concerning matters of finance and commerce
can be found anywhere than in his speeches.

Cartwright was a name of high and honourable repute in the

history of Canada long before the subject of the present memoir won
for it the renown of his brilliant abilities and splendid oratory. The
founder of the American branch of the family emigrated fromEngland,
arriving at New York, on the ship " Dolphin," in the year 1742.

His son, the honourable Richard Cartwright, grand-father of Sir

Richard, was born at Albany, in the state of New-York, then a British

colony, on the 2nd df February, 1759. Enjoying the advantages of

high social position and a liberal education, the prospect of a brilliant

career was opened before him. He possessed, as we learn from his

biographer, "those qualities in a most eminent degree, which con-

stitute a great character and a virtuous man ;" but he had no ambition
to figure in public life and, after mature deliberation, he turned his

views to the church. The better to fit himself for his sacred calling,

he devoted his time to the study of Greek and Hebrew ; but, in the
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midst of his preparations, the American revolution broke out and

completely changed the objects of his life. Brought up in habitual

reverence to the King and Parliament by his loyal parents, he did not

hesitate a moment in making his choice. Thus actuated he accom-

panied his parents into Canada and, for a time, attended Colonel

Butler, of the Queen's Rangers, as his secretary. At the conclusion

of the war, he formed a business connection with the honourable

Robert Hamilton, father of the late Senator Hamilton, of Kingston.

His success as a merchant laid the foundations of the fortune of the

family. Soon after his settlement at Kingston, he was appointed

judge of the Common Pleas, the duties of which he discharged with-

out emolument in a way most honourable to himself and beneficial to

the public. When Upper Canada was erected into a separate pro-

vince, he was appointed a member of the Legislative Council, and

was never, during the remainder of his life, a period of twenty-three

years, absent from a session of Parliament, except one. Those who
believe in the hereditary transmission of qualities will recognize in

Sir Richard a strong resemblance, in many points, to his grand-father,

whose favorite maxim was :
" Make a nation virtuous, and the laws

will be wise and their execution sure." He had been frequently

offered a seat in the Executive Council, which he declined ; hut, again

to quote his biographer : "In every situation in which he was placed,

we behold the same dignity of character maintained, the same for-

getfulness of self, the same elevation of principle which, satisfied with

the approbation of conscience and future hopes, depended not upon

the applause of men, but, on the contrary, sometimes asserted itself

when friends and acquaintances were displeased and even amidst

frowns and menaces." Having served with distinction in the wars of

the Revolution and of 181 2, having endured the tribulations of exile

and shared the deprivations of pioneer settlement in the then wilder-

ness of Upper-Canada, he died in 1814, leaving behind him a reputa-

tion for the most self-sacrificing patriotism and unsullied probity.

The next to bear the family honours in the service of the country

was John S. Cartwright, who represented Lennox and Addington in

the Legislature of Canada from his thirtieth year till his death. In

the lives of public men, events sometimes occur of far-reaching con-

sequence, but which escape the notice, or are overlooked, by contem-

poraries. Thus, in the career of -John S. Cartwright, circumstances
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occurred, which broui^ht him into antag-onism with the then young-

aspirant to the conservative leadership, John A. Macdonald. It is

not necessary to enter into the merits of the question ; but it ma}- be

observed that the resentment felt by John S. Cartwright ag-ainst the

methods employed by John A. Macdonald to enable him to supersede

Sir Allan McXab, was based upon the same strict views of public

duty and high sense of personal honour which, afterwards, impelled

his nephew, Sir Richard Cartwright, to repudiate the leadership of

Sir John A. Macdonald.

In the history of Canada, if is curious to know how man}' once

famous family names have disappeared from later annals. That of

Cartwrig-ht, however, is a sing^ular exctption. For one hundred
years, that is from 1792, when the honourable Richard Cartwrig-ht

was called to the first Legfislative Council of Upper-Canada, to the

present time, one of the family has always been in Parliament.

Furthermore, Sir Richard is, I believe, the only lineal descendant of

any of the members of the first Legislature of Upper-Canada who
has a seat in the Dominion Parliament. It may, therefore, be said of

him that he is " heir to the service of his native land."'

Sir Richard was born at Kingston, on the 4th December, 1835,

and is the eldest surviving son of the Rev. R. D. Cartwright, M.A.,
of Queen's College, Oxford, who was the youngest son of the honour-

able John Cartwright and twin brother of John S. Cartwright. For
the benefit of the curious in matters of genealogy, I ma\- here observe

that, on his mother's side, he is descended from Hugh O'Xeil, Ear! of

Tyrone, celebrated in Irish song and story as " The Red Hand of

Ulster, "Margaret, grand-daughter of the great Hugh, having married

his eighth great-grand-father. To this illustrious lineage Sir Richard

does no discredit. In his indomitable courage, inflexibilitv of purpose

and whole-souled devotion to the cause he has espoused, we can trace

more than an accidental likeness to the darling of Irish romance and
chivalry. A still more curious fact, in his pedigree, is that, on the

paternal side, he is a descendant of the famous Puritan divine, the

P.ev. D. Cartwright, who, like Hugh O'Neil, flourished in the reign of

Queen Elizabeth. A rather remarkable ancestral blend, which, in the

estimation of some people, may account for a good deal. In a speech

delivered in the House of Commons during the session of 1882, on the

" Home Rule" resolutions, Sir Richard alluded to this fact in his
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family history and claimed the right, as one having- Irish blood in his

veins, to plead the cause of the people of Ireland. I can never forget

the eloquence and magnanimity of that speech and the noble scorn

with which he rebuked those among the speakers on the opposite side

who cast aspersions upon his mother's people.

After passing through the preparatory stages of education under

private tuition at St. Catharines and at Kingston grammar school, he

entered Trinity College, Dublin. He did not remain long enough,

however, to take his degree, having had to return to Canada to attend

to private affairs before finishing his course. He at once entered upon

an active business and political career, but, though his duties and

engagements have been mainfold throughout his life, he has always

been a deep, earnest, conscientious student. There is no subject bear-

ing on public policy, political economy, or governmental administra-

tion with which he is not intimately conversant.

In the regions of finance, where the unsurpassed powers of his

virile intellect have been most largely exercised, he is without a

superior in Canada. And, in addition to his more solid attainments,

he is widely read in the history and literature of many lands and

languages, which enables him to embellish his speeches at will with

the most apposite and striking illustrations.

It is, however, with the statesman, the principles which guide

him, his views as to the national destiny and the policy he advocates,

thai the thougntful student of Canadian affairs is most deeply inter-

ested. These can be best gathered and understood from a perusal of

his public speeches. But what we must be careful to guard against

are the distortions and misconstructions put upon those speeches by

the partisan press. Sir Richard Cartwright has suffered more, per-

haps, in this respect, than any other public man in Canada. This was

ov/ing, no doubt, to his uncompromising attitude towards men con-

sidered unworthy of respect J>nd towards measures he held to be sub-

vensive of a true interest of the Country. Clad in the triple panoply of

rectitude, conviction and strength of purpose, he never gave nor re-

ceived quarter in the political arena, and is regarded with more fear

by the opposite party than any other man in the ranks of liberalism.

In his speech at the inauguration of the " Young Liberal Club " of

Seaforth, on the 27th October, 1886, he gave a definition of liberalism

which may be accepted as his own political profession of faith. " It is
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not," he said, " precisely the same thiiiij as reform. Liberalism

means the desire of freedom in the widest possible sense, all the free-

dom that men can exercise with due respect to the rights of others.

Liberalism means the desire and determination to maintain the right

of free inquiry and free action, and hence it is that prima facie, as I

might almost say, by the law of their existence, all true liberals are, of

necessity, foes of restraint ; they are, of necessity, foes of monopolies,

which can hardly exist without injustice to some class or other in the

community ; they are, of necessity, foes to privileged clssses who are

permitted to live under a different law from that which governs the rest

of their fellow-subjects ; they are, necessarily, foes of centralization
;

also they are, of necessity, foes of corruption or any other means of

interferring with the freedom of action of the Canadian citizen." On
the same occasion, he advised his hearers, if they wanted a terse and
comprehensive platform, to adopt the motto :

*' Free soil, free trade,

free speech, free men!" "True liberals," he added, " have faith in

human progress. They believe that, on the whole, the human race is

bound to grow better as the world advances, and that the maker of

the human race intends that it should be so."

After what has been said regarding his attitude towards some of

those with whom he has been brought into conflict, it is interesting

to note his views as to the relations which should subsist between
liberals and conservatives. "I want you to understand distinctly,"

he said, "that, in my opinion, there is not necessarily, and ought
not to be, any conflict between true liberals and true conservatives.

According to my view of the situation, liberalism and conservatism
are rather the complement and supplement of each other than the

necessary opposites Be conservative or liberal,

as you please ; still 1 say also : be one thing or the other. Let there

be no halting between two opinions. If there be one thing I do ab-

hor and detest, it is those Laodicians of the Commonwealth, those

political mulattos, who inlierit the vices of both parties and the virtues

of neither
; who seek to hunt with the hounds and run with the hare;

who blow now hot and now cold ; who, when political exigencies

require it, are ready to swear that black is white, that orange is green,

that a circle is square, or a square is round ; who are prepared to

call themselves catholic-protestants or protestant-catholics, if they
may thereby get a vote.
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Sir Richard is not a man given to the indulg'ence of day dreams..

His mind is of an essentially practical cast. But, like all our public

men, he has g-iven thought to the future of the country. On this

point he said, in the speech from which the above quotations are

made : "I am well convinced that our present arrangement is one

ot an essentiall}' temporary character and cannot last, at least without

very serious modifications. Behind this comes another and larger

question : the relations of Canada to all English-speaking commun-
ities, and the possibility or desirability of a closer alliance between

them. I believe that it would not only be for oiu- interest, but for the

true interest of liberty and civilization all over the world, if the

scattered branches of the Anglo-Saxon family, but chiefly Canada,

Australasia, Great-Britain and the United States, could see their way
to associate t'lemselves in a firm, close and friendly alliance, which

should make war, among those kindred peoples, humanly speaking,

impossible anv more. I cherish no idle vision of uniting them under

one form of government, nor do I desire it. What I do dream of is

a genuine friendly alliance, not in the least for purposes of warlike

aggression on weaker states, but simply to ensure peace and good
will among themselves.''

The mag^nificent prospect thus opened to the grand galaxy of

British-born nationalities now rising in power and influence in all

quarters of the earth, is sympathetically reflected in the minds of their

best and ablest sons, and may be realized before the comings century

will have reached its meridian. The same far-reaching views of higher

statesmanship found expression in his speech on reciprocity, in the

House of Commons, in the session of 1888, the best speech, in my
opinion, ever made in the Canadian Parliament on the subject of in-

ternational commerce. There are man}- passages in his speeches which

display the breath and profundity of his statesmanship, which I would

like to quote, did the limits of this memoir permit. A few short ex-

tracts must suffice. Referring to the right of resistance to injustice

and tyranny, he laid down the principle that there are circumstances

and occasions when extreme wrongs can only be redressed by armed

rebellion. He quoted history to show that there were times when

wise men, good men, kind-hearted men, have insisted that it was not

only a right, but a duty, to plunge into civil war, and pointed out

that, in many cases, but for dread of this the world would run the
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risk of falling- a prey to knaves entrenched behind legal forms and

constitutional subtleties. "The sacred rig-ht of resistance," he de-

clared, "was exemplified in the events which preceded the Great

Charter, and is embodied in that instrument itself. The g-Iorious

revolution was the consecration of the rig-ht to resist, and the present

settlement of the British crown is the visible embodiment cf that

right." In the same speech, after citing instances when it would be

the bounden duty of true men to appeal to arms, he made the ominous

declaration that a measure like the redistribution act of 1882, if forced

through parliament as originally proposed, would be a just cause for

rebellion against the tyrannical majority in parliament. "Strong-

medicine, this," he said. " Yes, it is strong medicine, and, like all

good medicine, and good doctrine, too, it has a savour of life or oi'

death."

Trained in the hard school ot opposition for many years, during

which he had to combat methods and resist influences which it is not

necessary I should characterize, it seems but natural that he should

ha\e developed into one of the sternest of political moralists. Speak-

ing, at Seaforth, on the occasion already referred to, he told the young

liberals: "You need to have deep down well under control, but

ready in case of emergency, an honest, wholesome capacity for a

stern and righteous indignation with evil doers ; and I tell you that

it is not only your right, but your duty, to despise and, if you can, tO'

punish all cheats, thieves and liars, wheresoever you may find them,

but trebly so if they have crept into high places." The all too

prevalent worship of wealth, characteristic of the present time, he

rebuked in scathing terms and described some of the millionaires

whose extravagances and lavish outlay are such frequent themes for

the newspapers, as " not a whit better than successful robbers."

"Set your faces, my young friends," he exclaimed, "against thi:^

baseness. Honour a man for what he is, not for what he has, or

never dare to call yourselves true liberals again !"

There are many of Sir Richard's utterances that possess an epi-

grammatic terseness and brilliancy which entitle them to a place in

the axiomatic wisdom of all time. Here are a few taken at random :

"Politics, honourably practised, is one of the noblest vocations;

carried on for making money, it is one of the vilest trades."

" Honour all worthy opponents. Next a worthy friend, honour a



236 MEN OF THE DAY

worthy foe." " Be cautious in preferring- charges against a public

man ; but, if he be proved guiUy, to pardon him is a crime against

the State." " Mark your sense of rascality by sternly withholding

from men guilty of mean and corrupt acts those marks of honourable

courtesy which you should always be ready to show worthy

opponents." " There is much gold amid the mud of politics." "Men
who make the greatest sacrifices ask nothing in return." " To grow

old is to be disillusioned." " To achieve anything really great needs

patience, discipline, method and organization."

I might compile many pages of sayings equally good, perhaps

better than these ; but I must confine myself to one more extract.

Advising his hearers to cherish an honourable ambition, he said :

" Such an ambition is, perhaps, the best safeguard against political

corruption, almost as good in its w'ay as an honourable love is to

defend you against vulgar profligacy ; and how great a defence that

is you may learn from Tennyson's splendid description of its effects

in elevating the character, especially in youth and early manhood,

where he bids you :

' To speak no slander,—no, nor listen to it,

To lead sweet lives in purest chastity.

To love one maiden only, cleave to her,

And worship her by years of noble deeds

Until you win her, for, indeed, I know

Of no more subtle master under heaven

Than is the maiden passion for a maid.

Not only to subdue the base in man.

But teach high thoughts and amiable words,

And courtliness, the desire of fame,

And love of truth,—and all that makes a man.

'

" These are not only very noble words, but they are also pro-

foundly true,—true physiologically, and true psychologically as well.

They are words every young Canadian man and every young Canadian

woman would do well to learn by heart, and to study and ponder

over. They breathe the very essence of chivalry and Christianity so

far as the relations of the sexes are concerned ; and they appeal to

one of the loftiest instincts we have inherited from our Teutonic

forefathers —that inborn and remarkable reverence and esteem for

woman which Tacitus noted, one thousand eight hundred years ago,

as one of the qualities most lo be admired in nations of the Germanic
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race, and as one of those virtues which have their reward in this Hfe

as well as in that which is to come."

From what I have written, it will readily be believed that Sir

Richard Cartwright is one of the most powerful personalities in

Canadian public life. If I were to attempt to draw a parallel, after

the manner of Plutarch, between him and some other man similarly

circumstanced and endowed, I should have to choose a name from

those heroic periods of history when men of unbending integrity

staked fortune, life itself, all they held most precious, on the altar of

duty to their country. Cast in antique Roman mould, he appears

to me the Junius Brutus of Canada. Inflexible in what he holds to be

the right line of public conduct and duty, it is not in his nature to

hesitate or to swerve one instant from it. He chose his life work,

prepared himself for it by severe and profound study, supplemented

by practical observation of mankind in different countries and under

all conditions, and he has devoted himself to it with a constancy to

which no mere terms of praise could do justice. Twice in early life

and once in later years, he had offers made to him, holding out hope

of high advancement and prospects ot greater wealth by far than he

could ever expect to attain in Canada, and twice over he declined to

entertain proposals which involved protracted and, perhaps, perma-

nent absence from his native country.

When the government resigned, in 1873, Sir Richard was offered

and accepted a seat in the Cabinet as Minister of Finance. Unfor-

tunately for himself and for the new ministry, the world-wide com-

mercial depression which then ensued imposed upon the government

the most difficult task of managing public affairs during a period of

business disaster following on years of riotous inflation. Impartial

history will, I believe, acknowledge the eminent services he rendered

to the country in preserving its credit and meeting its obligations

without increasing taxation. In 1S79, after he had retired from office,

those services received imperial recognition by his being created a

knight of St. Michael and St. George

As in public, so is he in private life. Admired, esteemed, looked

up to by his Liberal Colleagues in the halls of parliament, he is

idolized by his family and regarded with loving reverence in his home.

To those whom he does not care to conciliate he may appear cold and

repellant ; but the cause is in them, not in him. Physically he is a
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g-iant in stiength, with muscles of iron and nerves of steel. His
naturally strong constitution has been preserved by simple habits and
constant exercise. Throughout all these } ears of parliamentary life,

night after night during many a protracted session, he has held his

place, meeting every relay of opponents refreshed by repose and
absence from the enervating atmosphere of the chamber, with un-

wearied assiduity. Watchful, alert, thoroughly informed on every
subject as it arises, his powers of endurance, his fund of vitality, seem
inexhaustable. Add to this, courage perfectly indomitable, the cool-

ness of an iceberg, even in hottest passages of debate, a countenance
set in sphinx-like repose, and you have the best idea I can give of this

extrordinary man.

Whatever may be the party leanings of the observer, no one can
look upon his statuesque figure in the House of Commons, reflect

upon the life he has led for these thirty years, endeavour to weigh the

prodigious record of his labours and strive to grasp the meaning of

the man and the purpose of him, but must unconsciously pay the

tribute of honourable homage which just sentiment ahvays bears to a

noble, consistent character.

For twenty-two years, my position in the press gallerv gave me
constant opportunity for observing him in opposition, in power, and
again in opposition. I have seen him grow old in the service of the

country. I can recall the youthful politician of early days and trace

every step in the evolution of the adamantine statesman of to-day, and,

though great as his past has been, I can well believe that what may
appear to others as a life-time spent in ineffectual resistance to power
entrenched in an impregnable fortress, must eventually triumph over

adverse conditions and obtain a reward worthy of such unselfish and
rightly understood, sublime devotion.

CARROLL RYAN.
Montreal, June 20th, 1892.
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It was in the begfinning" of November, 1875. The first session

of the third parliament of Quebec had just opened. In the first

year of my classic course in Laval University, in the fresh bloom

of student life, keen in the pursuit of intellectual worth, whether

political or literary, I had for some time indulged in roseate dreams

—

dreams that usually gild the horizon of guileless youth. I longed

to assist at the meetings of the Legislative Assembly, there to

enjoy the oratorical jousts at arms of the people's representatives,

the echo of whose exploits not unfrequently reached even the inner

sanctum of my studies.

Ah ! happy youth ! When all our impressions are lively, our

feelings spontaneous and ardent, our sympathies warm and generous

;

when the future puts on its loveliest hues and new tints of beauty

forever light up the perspective !

Yes, youth is a charming season, but a season of the gravest

import, for then are formal and crystallized those habits of thought

and action so pregnant of good or evil to the human race.

Of all the attractions calculated to dazzle a young man in the

summer of his days, nevv from the fields of classic glory, none is

more powerful than the ambition to shine as a tribune of the people.

The fame of Demosthenes, of Cicero, Fox, Burke, Mirabeau and

O'Connell work on the imagination. Wc are fired by the orations

against Philip and Catilina, and the transcendent eloquence of

antiquity challenges our admiration and leaves a lasting impression.

It was under the spell of such brilliant examples as these that I found

myself, on the 7th of November, 1875, irresistibly drawn to the sacred

precincts of the parliament of Canada. Guided thither by a friend

better acquainted than myself with the legislative halls, I took my
seat in the gallery reserved for the viilgus profanum, excited at the
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prospect of the rich treat in store for me. My eyes at once went

in search of certain celebrities as well known as " household words'"

throughout the country : Ouimet, Chapleau, Joly, Irvine and others.

The business before the House was the consideration of the speech

from the Throne. It was Landry, since member for the Commons
and now seated in the Senate, who moved the address. His speech

pleased me very much, displaying, as it did, a perfect knowledge of

the subjects passed upon, and betraying a consumate tact and taste

in matter and manner.

Joly took the floor after him, in his quality of leader of the opposi-

tion. Although even then a Conservative double dyed in the wool,

I could not help feeling deeply impressed by his distinguished bear-

ing, flowery language and keen but classic irony. Mr. Joly was

followed by two or three other members, who continued the debate

with more or less success. All at once, some commotion was per-

ceived on the floor of the House, and a ripple ot excitement ran

round the galleries, where everybody was seen leaning forward in

an attitude of great expectancy. All eyes were riveted on one of

the members, who had just risen to his feet. He was still a young

man, but of commanding presence and eagle glance. His was a

face and figure to command attention in any assembly of collected

wisdom the world over. Of medium height, well knit frame, his

face clean shaven, its only hirsute adornment consisting of a delicate

moustache streaked with gray, this man's every movement, the pose

of his shapely head, well marked features, beaming with intelli-

gence and bespeaking a character at once sincere and intrepid,

could not but arrest the stranger's interest. Upon inquiring his

name, I was informed that it was Angerj. I became all attention.

The name of Auguste Real Angers was already a famous one in

1875. A Minister before he held a seat in the House ; manning the

breach in a cabinet that had its being in an hour of deadly peril

for our province ; fighting the battles of a party exposed to attack

from all quarters and yet triumphing in spite of all odds,—in one

short year his reputation as a public man was established. However,

he had not as yet attained to the pre-eminence in parliament.

Serving as lieutenant in the House during the preceding session, his

field of action was necessarily circumscribed. It was only in the

triumphant return to power of de Boucherville regime that he became
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leader and displayed a brilliancy of parts seldom surpassed. Me-
thinks I hear ringing- in my ears, clarion-like, his eloquent hararjgue,

the first he delivered as chief. Its every note was a defiant challenge

to the enemy, whom ho pilloried, in scathing terms, for their un-

patriotic conduct and narrov/ mindedncss. He upheld the strength

and dignity of our provincial institutions and stigmatized the Mac-
kenzie government as the sworn enemy of the province of Quebec.

He finished a celebrated speech by a celebrated peroration wherein

he cried :
*' The Grits must be driven out of power at Ottawa with

Avhip and lash." The language was strong, but justified by the cir-

cumstances. It is an open secret that, in 1875, Mr. Mackenzie, a

man otherwise possessed of estimable qualities, ruled as an autocrat

and deprived our province of its legitimate influence : Mr. Angers'

severe arraignment of the Grit policy could not, consequently, be

regarded as ill-timed. Mr. Holton's words in characterizing the

legislature of Quebec as a moribund legislature was still fresh in

the minds of all and justified the Solicitor-General's powerful speech,

—a speech that was greeted with thunders of applause from the

right of the speaker. The Grit fabric that, mushroom-like, sprung

up in 1874, seemed to totter to its fall under the sledge-hammer

blows dealt in the merciless philippic of the youthful leader. Mr.

Angers resumed his seat amidst a scene of the wildest excitement

and enthusiasm. From that proud moment dated the consolidation

of his power and authority as the chief of his party.

The newspapers of the day recorded the memorable occasion,

rEvenemcnt itself, the organ of the Liberals, congratulating Mr.

Angers on his success. " We cannot," it proclaimed in its issue

of the following day, " be blind to talent even when arrayed against

us to the right of the Throne. It must be acknowledged that Mr.

Angers' speech was calculated to powerfully affect his followers.

The new leader, despite his sins against good taste at times, showed
that he was made of the stuff that furnishes the forum with its

brightest ornaments.''

This eulogium, hampered though it was by restrictions, coming
from a journal like FEvcnementy that, in 1875, was the mouth-piece

of the opposition, of Messrs. Joly, Marchand, Bachand and

Langelier,—was worth whole volumes of praise.

At the epoch here recorded, the hero of this biographical sketch
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had reached his thirty-seventh year. Born in Quebec in 1838, he

graduated from the seminary of Nicolet, where he gave early promise

of great force of character and abiUty. One Httle incident of his

college life is worth relating.

It was customary in the seminary to have certain students give

literary declamations, and for the audience to award the palm of

excellence by vote. Young Angers .entered the list and distanced

all the competitors, receiving the largest number of votes.

This was his first election, his first experience of the popular

suffrages, and it bore good augury cf the future. That Nicolet

cherished the memory of Angers was evidenced by the magnificent

demonstration which it accorded him as Lieutenant-Governor in

1889.

Mr. Angers was still very young when he finished his studies.

At the early age of sixteen or seventeen, led as much by the example

and achievements of his family as actuated by his personal predilec-

tions, ho selected the law as the field of his labours.

His father, Mr. Real Angers, was one of the most eminent men

of his day. Jurisconsult, poet and essayist, rich and exhaustless in

resources, he ranked as one of the first leaders, in Lower Canada, of

that intellectual movement which started in 1834 and terminated in

1854. But the son was destined to excel the father, both at the Bar

and in the forum.

After a careful study, Mr. Angers was admitted to the legal pro-

fession in i860, the very year that his father died. He was not long

in winning a high reputation as a lawyer. He joined the law firm of

Messrs. " Casault and Langlois," and was soon regarded as one of

the shining lights of the Bar. His pleadings were always noted for

precision and terse logic. His forensic erudition was extensive and

profound, and his sLyle of delivery animated and bright. As his

senior partners were also men of good legal standing, the office of

" Casault, Langlois and Angers" could not help but become as famous

and opulent as any in the province.

From i860 to 1874, Mr. Angers gave himself up completely to his

profession. But I err in making this statement. Themis soon had

a rival in the heart of the brilliant young lawyer. That rival was the

"deep blue sea,"—the sea that so enchants the imagination, and of

which the poet has sung :
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" C'est la mer ! C'est la mer !—D'abord calme et sereine,

La mer, aux premiers ftux du jour,

Chantant et souriant comme une jeune reine.

La mer blonde et p'cins d'amour ;

La mer baisant le sable ct parfumant la rive

Du baume cnivrant dc ses flots ;

Puis la mer furicuse ct lombee en demence,

Et de son lit silencieux

Se redressant geante, et dc sa tete immense

Allant frapper les sombres cieux
"

Who has not followed the nautical exploits of Mr. Angers about

fifteen years ago ? He had a passion for the "bounding billows."

The years of his eventful Lfe were passed in the duties and pleasures

of the domestic hearth or enlivened by the noble sport of 3-achting.

How he delighted, in company with a few choice friends, to coast

along the gulf or the shores of the mighty Atlantic, noting their

distinguishing features in land and water, or in expiating on the

graceful outlines of a crack racing yacht ! How fond he was of dis-

cussing such craft : the hull, the keel, the rigging, etc. ! Thus, from

out these fireside rhapsodies did La Mouette suddenly glide, fully

equipped, and just as magically as Minerva sprang from the brain of

Jupiter in complete armour. Wells, a man as amiable and modest

as he was scholarly, was the designer.

La Mouette ! This very name, for thirty years and over, has been

associated in the minds of Quebec people with the pleasantest

souvenirs. To the heart of her owner deai is this tiny, elegant craft,

in which he has but recently performed some doughty deeds of sea-

manship. Alexander and his fiery steed Bucephalus were never more
inseparable. Once on board of La Mouette, a trip round the world

presented no obstacle to the daring spirit of her master. And
certainly she has won for him many a triumph on gala days, and

times without number caused his breast to inflate with pride as she

proudly rode the storm-swept billows. It is an unquestioned fact,

that " a life on the ocean v\-ave" makes man bold and adventuresome,

and lifts him above his sordid self. The habitual contemplation of

nature in hei sublimcr aspects ; the constant exercise of the intel-

lectual powers ; the imminence of unforeseen dangers and the

necessity to be ever prepared to wrestle with them ; the rythmic

poetry that ever and anon comes wafted over the white-crested,
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surging waters ; the sounding sea coasts and star-bedizened canopy

on high ;—all, all conspire to elevate and chasten human nature and

to stamp the impress of the vastness and grandeur of the universe

on the hardy spirits who court the perils of the deep.

And here I will cite an article published in Le Canadien in 1878 :

*' It was in September, 1865. I was returning from an excursion

down the Gulf of the St-Lawrence on 'board the Lady Head, a slow

sailer, but safe. We had reached a point between Rimouski and the

north shore, where the river expands into the sea. The hour was

nine in the morning, and it blew a stiff, cold gale from the east.

Huge clouds were darkening over the foamy waves, when all at once

we discerned, at a little distance to our right, a slenderly built yacht,

scudding before the wind under reefed sails. She was pursuing the

same course as ourselves. With her white-spreading canvas, she

looked like a large bird defiantly skimming the surface of the tossing

billows. Seated in the stern, with rudder in hand, was a young man
of wiry irame and dark complexion, tanned by exposure I0 sun and

sea, and enveloped in a top coat, with a cloth cap tightly pulled down
over his head. There he sat calm and unmoved, facing the hurricane

and angry waves as fixed as fate. Mr. Davidson, the captain of the

Lady Head, an old sea dog himself, informed us that the yacht was

La Moueiie, and that the man at the helm was Mr. Angers, who was

taking an outing in this fashion so far from sight of land. The
captain remarked that he was the only boatsman who, in such tem-

pestuous weather, would dare venture out in such a flimsy shell, but

that he had better make for some harbour at once, if he wished to

avoid accident. But La Moiiette continued on her way, anon riding

the waves, anon bending beneath the force of the breeze, but always

righting herself with dexterity and grace. And thus she accompanied

us, passing us near St-Jean-Port-Joli, where a slight accident com-

pelled us to bank our fires and trust to our sails." As a relaxation

from the long and wearing labours of his profession or those of State,

Mr. Angers was in the habit, every summer, of taking a few friends

with him on his yacht for a trip to the north shore, up the gulf or on

to Labrador, taking a rest from time to time to fish or fowl, inhaling

the fresh air of the untenanted sea coast, and thus building up and

recuperating his strength for the struggles that might await him later

in the arena of politics or the halls of justice.
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These were jolly, happy days in the life of Mr. Angers, and no
doubt he cherishes the sailor souvenirs of Charlevoix street,—of La
Moucttc and her venturesome cruising in the stormy gulf.

But a rude and sudden change was about to take place in his

mode of living. The hour for action had at last arrived, and the

political arena claimed its sturdiest champion. But he was ready for

the light and master of his weapons. The call to arms found him
prepared, by years of careful training, to meet any and every
emergency. His many jousts with the best legal athletes at the bar
had developed his intelligence, quickened his understanding and made
him rich in resources. Close study, besides, and foreign travel con-
tributed not a little to broaden his horizon and adorn his mind with
varied and useful information. Nor did he lose sight of what was
passing around him in the field of politics ; he kept himself thoroughly
posted as lo every important move made on the checker-board of
party, with the view of being able to take a hand in it at a moment.

In February, 1874, Mr. Angers reached his thirty-sixth year. It

was then that the doors of the Legislative Assembly were thrown
open to receive him. Dual representation had just been abolished,
and Mr. Cauchon, who sat for Montmorency in the Quebec House
and for Quebec-Centre in the Federal, chose to keep his seat in the
latter. The electors of Montmorency at once cast their eyes on the
brilliant subject of this sketch, and he was returned by acclamation
for the local Legislature. This grand acquisition lo their ranks
elated the Conservatives beyond measure, the more so as it preserved
them this county, without striking a blow, at the critical moment
when Mr. Cauchon was about to consummate his treason by going
over to the enemy, and when the Liberals were parading their entry
into power at Ottawa with much ostentation and trumpetting. But
who would have predicted that, in less than two years, the young
member for Montmorency would be acclaimed by his party as their

leader, their ardent, indomitable chieftain? But so it happened.
Mr. Angers had not yet taken his seat in the House, when the
Tannery Land Swap transaction startled the province, towards the
end of August, 1S74. Less than a year previously, the government
of Sir John A. Macdonald had come to grief through the Pacific

Scandal cry. Thus, within a short interval of time, the new infernal

machine exploded under the feet ot the Conservatives and gave a
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violent wrench to public opinion. The Liberals, who lost no time in

turning- the Tannery Land Swap episode to their own advantage,

counted upon seizing' the reins of power in Quebec as well as at

Ottawa. The honourable Mr. Ouimet, whose hiteg-rity was unquest-

ioned, as was that of his colleagues, thought it his duty to give up
the seals of office, and Mr, dc Bouchervillc was called upon to form a

new cabinet. His task was not a li'ght one : he had to select

new men, capable, although untried, of filling the most trying

positions.

Almost every Conservative chief of note had held portfolios under

the preceding government. But the new Premier did a wise thing in

securing" the valuable services of Montmorency's able representative.

F"or the Conservatives, the outlook was cheerless indeed. The
Liberals, with every reason, felt elated over the clean sweep they had

made of their opponents in the Federal elections, and were led to

redouble their efforts to carry the Conservative citadel of Quebec.

In the latter, despondency and incertitude reigned supreme. It was
with repugnance that the honourable Mr. Mailhiot was induced to

accept the temporary leadership of the House. Although an eminent

lawyer, and subsequently a distinguished ornament of the Bench, he

had no haste for the jarring- strifes that he was called upon to

encounter, and counted upon his youthful colleague, the Solicitor-

General, to do the most of the hard fighting. He was not deceived

in his man. Mr. Angers marched defiantly in the van of battle.

This his first session was not lost upon him : it enlarged his know-
ledge of parliamentary usag-es and initiated him into the language of

political debate. His maiden speech, however, which had been

carefully written out and committed to memory, read well enough in

print, but lacked action and fire in the delivery. But he did not

allow himself to be disconveyed. Practice and experience placed him>

before the close of the session, in the front rank of orators.

The term of the Legislature was now about expiring, and the

de Bouchervillc administration would soon have to face, for the first

time, the fire of the enemy on the hustings and at the polls. The
Conservatives were unfortunately divided in their counsels, whilst the

Liberals, backed by the prestige of the Mackenzie regime, were

united f.nd aggressive. But did victory fail to perch on the banners

of conservatism, the fault would not lie at Mr. Angers' door. He
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was everywhere and constantly wiiining '• g^olden opinions " as an

organizer, leader and speaker.

The result of the elections was a triumph for de Boucherville and

his cabinet, and gained for Solicitor-General Angers a prestige and

popularity brilliant, as it was merited. On the opening of Parliament,

he was made leader of the House and scored the magnificent success

as an orator recorded higher up.

This is not the place to enlarge on the administration of public

affairs under the first government of de Boucherville. My own
opinion is that it was the best since 1867. Its head, that recent

events conspired to place at the helm of State, was one of the most

striking figures in the arena of politics. His nob'lity of character,

his sterling probity, his firmness of purpose, his unshaken disin-

terestedness, the rectitude of his principles and broad-minded views,

brought him universal respect. After the Premier, Mr. Angers was

the life and soul of the cabinet. His capacity for hard work, his

shining eloquence and high sense of honour were rewarded by the

esteem and influence which he enjoyed amongst his colleagues and

in the House generally. This Parliament, which lasted from 1875 to

1878, was composed of men of no mean calibre. On the front

benches, to the right of the Speaker, were Messrs. Angers, Church,

Chapleau and Robertson. Behind them came a galaxy of talents:

Messrs. Loranger, Taillon, Mathieu, Wiirtele, Beaubien, Alleyn, and

others equally as able and distinguished. On the opposition side of

the Chamber were Messrs. Joly, Bachand, Marchand, Prefontaine,

Watts, Bellingham and Laframboise. The government was manifestly

stronger in talent than its adversaries. Amongst the members who
owed allegiance to neither party were Messrs. A. Chauveau, Lynch

and Cameron. The Conservative press was represented by Mr. Tarte,

and the Liberal press by Mr. Marchand.

In this assemblage, so noted for the brilliancy of its members, Mr.

Angers' authority was unquestioned and unquestionable. He was
recognized as leader, not only in name, but in acts, which proud

position he had earned in three short years of parliamentary duty.

His powers of oratory hud developed; he was more fluent and con-

vincing. I will cite here a passage, of rare merit, found in the

peroration of one of his speeches on the Railway debate in 1878 :

**The province lay as yet in the quarn,- like a huge undressed block



250 MEN OF THE DAY

of marble. It was designed and chiselled into a splendid statue.

But at the very moment that the finishing- touches were about to be

given to this superb piece of sculpture, when it was about assuming

the warmth and semblance of life and vigour, did the Liberals conspire

to stay the progress of the noble work and strike down the artists

whose creative genius brought it into existence. Unhappy is the land

that bears such vandals offspring!" A triple salvo of applause greeted

this beautiful metaphor, which threw the opposition into shame and

confusion.

Thus, in 1878, Mr. Angers had reached the zenith of his ministerial

career. Visions of future glory and triumph seemed to brighten the

horizon before him, when, all at once, the coup d'Etai oi the. 4th March

put a period to his usefulness and destroyed the government of which

de Boucherville and himself were the main supports.

But Mr. Angers sounded the tocsin of alarm and soon marshalled

under arms the entire Conservative forces from one end of the province

to the other. He led the opposition, and in thundering accents

denounced the arbitrary conduct of Letellier. " The Conservative

party," he exclaimed, "is no longer, it is true, in power; but it holds

all power in this House; it has a majority here at the Council Board

and throughout the country at large. The Conservative party has

been inconstitutionally ousted from office, but it still remains uncom-

promised and spotless, united to a man in defense of the constitution

and the public interests."

This was Mr. Angers' last appearance in Quebec in a parliamentary

capacity. But he did not relax his efforts to have the instrument of

the coitp (fEfathrou^ht to justice. With what success he accomplished

this object, in conjunction with Messrs. Chapleau and Church, is

now matter of history.

I may be told here that I am treading on delicate ground, that I

should have passed over in silence the coup d'Efat of Mr. Letellier,

not have emphasized the indignation of Mr. Angers' threat, nor

alluded to the subsequent dismissal of the Lieutenant-Governor in

[878. I will answer such objections now, instead of taking them up

later, as I had intended.

Exasperating political controversies, to my mind, are not suited

to a publication such as this sketch is intended for. However, I

must necessarily take up this question, but I hope I will handle it so
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as, not to convince the friends of Mr. Mercier of the justice of the

act of the loth of December, 1891, but to show that it is quite pos-

sible that two acts, apparently the same, may yet be widely different

in essential points, in their very nature and results.

The Crown or its representative has a perfect right, under the

constitution, to dismiss a government. But all admit that this

right is restricted within very narrow limits and should never be ex-

ercised but for reasons of the gravest and most extraordinary char-

acter. Danger to the State or the public welfare alone justifies the

dismissal from office of a ministry : this has been held by all contem-

porary authorities on the subject in Great Britain during the present

reign. Were the causes that led to the dismissal of the ministry in

1878 and in 1891 identical or not? Were the dangers that threatened

the State at these respective periods exactly the same ? This is the

whole question in a nut-shell, and this is the question that must be

satisfactorily answered before we can undertake to pass judgment

on Lieutenant-Governor Angers' action. It is quite clear that the

Lieutenant-Governor did not consider the cases analogous. We can

analyse the circumstances of each case ; we may believe that Mr.

Angers was wrong in 1891, in censuring the Mercier regime as bad,

extravagant, dishonest and a menace to the common weal, and

punishable by dismissal from office, whilst proclaiming that the dis-

missal of de Boucherville was iniquitous and unconstitutional. But

this is i-ather a discussive view of the position and does not touch

the vital points at all. Mr. Angers conscientiously believed, and

does so still, that de Boucherville's ministry was wrongfully dismissed,

whilst he is as firmly under the belief that Mercier's government

deserved dismissal. All his enemies can pretend is that his appre-

ciation ot the circumstances is wrong : his sincerity and reasoning

cannot be impugned. To attempt to impugn them would be

tantamount to proclaiming that because, years ago, he protested

against the punishment of an innocent party, he has no right to-day

to inflict punishment on a guilty one.

I will now return to the subject of my sketch where I left off.

Fallen from power in 1878, Mr. Angers resumed the practice of

his profession with keen alacrity, keeping his eye all the while on the

trend of the political crisis, which he so powerfully aided in bringing

to an issue. His friends importuned him to return to his post as
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leader and were willing- to run the risk, no small one at the time, of

opening a county for him. The strength of both parties was about

equal in the House, so that each by-election was fought with

desperate energy. It was this consideration, no doubt, that deterred

Mr. Angers from acceding to his friends' wishes.

However, the party never lost sight of him. He was invited to

stand for Montmorency in the Federal House, the seat having become

vacant in 1880. The electors of this country, anxious to retrieve

their error in withdrawing their support from him in 1878, returned

him by majority of 400 over his opponent, Mr. de Saint-Georges,

despite the desperate efforts made to defeat him by the whole

forces of the Liberal party. Unfortunately, he was destined to

grace his seat in the Commons but for a very short period.

He took part in several debates, which confirmed his reputation

for eloquence and statesmanship. But he had already begun

to tire of the worry of political strife, when the sad death of

his wife determined him to seek an honourable retreat from

the active scenes of public life. In 1880, he accepted a position

on the Bench, and from that time till 1887 his days were con-

secrated to his domestic duties, to study and the discharge of

his judicial functions in the district of Montmagny. Every

moment that he could spare was given to books and the pur-

suits of literature, of which he was passionately fond.

Yet was he ever remembered in the world of politics

;

often was his name mentioned as that of a man whose ser-

vices could not well be dispensed with. Thus, in 1887, the

Lieutenant-Governorship of Quebec having become vacant, it

was offered to him and accepted. The appointmer^t was hailed

with universal applause. The events that have followed his

occupancy of Spencerwood are known to ail. Until within a

year ago, His Honour Lieutenant-Governor Angers acted strictly

within his constitutional rights as head of the State. But the

scandalous disclosures made in the summer of 1891, and the

unequivocable expression of public opinion lifted in indignation

forced him to take active measures at once. He found him-

self called upon to sacrifice the peace and quiet that he so

coveted in the enjoyment and ease of his exalted position,

and arm himself for a death struggle with a Premier power-
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ful, and dangerous, and invested with almost sovereign sway.

But he did not hesitate to do his duty, which he faced with

a courage, and energy, and inflexible determination that showed

he had lost nothing of his old-time wim and dash. He risked

everything on the venture : his future career and his reputa-

tion as a statesman. His courage never wavered for a mom-
ent during the eight long months that the terrible crisis

lasted,— a crisis whose denouement richly rewarded him for the

intrepidity he displayed throughout. The unparalleled success

which crowned the decisive stand which he took has made
his name illustrious on both sides of the Atlantic.

His term of office will expire next October. What has the future

in slore for him ? Only fifty-four years of age, in the full vigour

of his ripened talents and with an unsullied reputation, he is still

capable of rendering his race and country unestimable services. But

whatever may be his walk in life, his compatriots will ever have

reason to feel proud of him.

A few more biographical details will bring us to the end of our

labours.

Mr. Angers was first married to Miss Chinic, daughter of Senator

Chinic. She died in 1879, w'hilst yet quite young. His second

marriage took place in 1889, when he espoused the widow of Mr.

Arthur Hamol, of Quebec, the daughter of our esteemed citizen, Mr.

Alexandre L^moine. Two sons and a daughter were born of the

first marriage.

To sum up our appreciation of the author of this sketch : Mr.

Angers is not only thoroughly versed in the politics of the day, but

he is, besides, a scholar in the broadest sense of the word, an

amateur of the fine arts, and possessed of a well cultured mind and

vigorous intellect. History will record him as one of the public men
who has shed the brightest lustre on the name and nationality of the

French-Canadian race.

THOMAS CHAPAIS.
Q.iebec, July, 1892.

(Translated by W. O. Farmer, B.C.L..)
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GEORGE AIREY KIRKPATRICK.

Fortunately for the country there has always existed in the Cana-

dian House of Commons a number of gentlemen who, without aspiring-

to greatness among their colleagues, or pretending to gifts of oratory

in set parliamentary speeches, have exercised a controlling influence

in public affairs. They are men who enter the political arena as the

natural sphere for their exertions. They assume its duties and re-

sponsibilities, less with a view to the gratification of personal ambition,

than as a necessity arising trom their position in the community and

the interests which centre about tliem individually. The representa-

tive system, though much debased of recent years by the introduction

of American methods in the selection and election of members of

parliament, and though it be always liable to great abuses, opens an

avenue, nevertheless, whereb) men who otherwise would not care for

politics may serve the State.

Such men form a saving remnant in times of political disaster, and,

though the government they support and the party to which they are

allied may make mistakes in policy, by the firmness of their convic-

tions and the sedateness of their demeanour, correct the extravagance

of their associates and bring order out of confusion.

To this class, the most conservative in the best sense of the word,

and the most respectable in fact, among Canadian public men, the

subject of this memoir belongs.

Among the ancient families of Scotland none can claim a more re-

mote antiquity of origin than the Kirkpatricks of Closeburn. It will

be remembered that when the Emperor Napoleon III announced his

marriage engagement with Eugenie, Countess de Montijo, anti-

quarians and genealogists established her claims to royal descent

from the ancient Kings of Scotland, through the Kirkpatricks.

In the street of San Juan de Dios, in Malaga, we learn from a
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biographer of the Empress, there was, in the early part of the present

century, a wealthy, intelligent and attractive family residing in one of

the most stately mansions. The master of the house was an opulent

merchant from England, William Kirkpatrick, a Scotchman by birth.

He Iiad been the English consul at Malaga, and had married a young

lady of Malaga, of remarkable beauty both of form and feature,

Francisca Gravisne, the daughter of one of the ancient Spanish families.

They had three daughters, all of whom inherited the beauty, grace

and vivacity of their mother, blended with the strong sense and solid

virtues of their father. The eldest of these daughters, Maria, was a

young lady of extraordinary beauty. Blended Celtic and Spanish

blood flowed in her veins and glowed in her cheeks. Her exquisitely

moulded form is represented to have been perfect. This lad}- married

a Spanish nobleman, Cipriano Palafox, Count de Theba, who had

joined the armv of Napoleon, in the endeavour to liberate Spain from

the despotism of the Bourbons. This marriage secured for the beau-

tiful and accomplished Maria Kirkpatrick all the advantages which

rank and wealth could confer. Her husband, Count Theba, soon re-

ceived additional wealth and honor, inheriting from a deceased

brother the title and estates of the Count de Montijo. He carried his

lovely bride to Madrid, where she was presented at court. There her

extraordinary gifts of mind and person won the friendship of the

Queen, Maria Christina, who made her first lady of honor. Eugenie,

afterwards Empress of the French, was her daughter.

Such were the fortunes of the Spanish branch of the family, as far

as it is necessary for the purposes of this memoir to trace them.

A curious fact, however, will not escape the attention of the re-

flective reader. It is that, after a lapse of centuries, many migra-

tions and vicissitudes of fortune, a lady, in whose veins flowed the

blood of the ancient Kings of Scotland, should ascend the imperial

throne of France. Constitutionul changes, wars, revolutions, had

swept away many thrones only to restore royal honors at last to the

lost scion of a disinherited royal house.

William Kirkpatrick, grandfather of the Empress Eugenie, was

naturally proud of his family descent, and took a deep interest in

other branches of the family. In a letter to the grandfather of the

subject of this sketch accompanying a present of fruit from Malaga,

he siarned himself as a cousin.
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Thomas Kirkpatrick, Q.C., father o{ the Hon. Geuige Airey

Kirkpatrick, was born in ihe county of Dublin, Ireland. He was the

son of Alexander Kirkpatrick, of Coolmine House, in that county,

who represented the Irish branch of the Kirkpatricks of Closeburn.

Coming- to Canada in early life, he established himself at Kingston
where he married a daughter of the late Alexander Fisher, Judge of

the Midland District, and the son of a United Empire Loyalist, who
settled at Hay Bay. Adolphustown, near Kingston, at the time of the

American revolution.

Thomas Kirkpatrick represented Frontenac in the House of

Commons from Confederation, in 1867, to the time ot His death,

which occurred in March, 1870.

I happened to be in Kingston on the first day of the Dominion,

July 1st, 1867, and, while witnessing the field day on Barrifield

Common, held in honor of the inauguration of the Confederation, I

had the pleasure of an introduction to Mr. Thomas Kirkpatrick.

Tiiere were two regiments of British infantry, a detachment of Royal
.Artillery, and a detachment of Royal Engineers quartered at that

time at Fort Henry, Fort Frederick, and the Tete du Pont Barracks.

It was a glorious day, the people were joyous and enthusiastic, and
the military display passed off with great brilliancy. That evening
Mr. Kirkpatrick ga\ e a dinner at his residence, where I had the

gratification of meeting some of the leading men of the country and
of laying the foundation of friendships which still continue. It was
on that occasion that I first met the subject of this memoir. He was
a young man then, remarkably handsome, with a figure of singular

litheness, fully six feet high, straight as an arrow, and with a man-
ner at once earnest, kindly and reposeful. In these characteristics

ho has not changed, save as years have mellowed and experience

chastened the outward appearance of the man. He thus appears

to me to have always been the same, and to have developed

naturally on ancestral lines, as do certain plants which are the

same in all climates and under all conditions, and which art

may encourage to larger growth, but cannot alter in the slightest

degree.

Dear old Kingston ! How many sad and happy memories are

associated with thy name ! Memories that go back to the early davs

of childhood, to kindly friends long passed away, to gay military
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pag-eants, and to a gallant ship, freighted with loving nearts that

sailed away
" With sunlit prow and white sails spreading free,"'

never to return. Kingston, that ranks third among the cities of

Canada for the heroic interest attaching to its annals, may take rank

with the first in the number of able and patriotic men it has given to

the service of the country. To write their names would be to i'.ll a

page of this woik, but they would be -the names of men who have

done honor to Canada in every walk of life.

Here, however, we have only to trace the record of one of King-

ston's worthy sons. Typical we may regard him, not only of that

loyalty of disposition, steadiness of purpose, and devotion to the

duties of life, which distinguished his U. E. Loyalist ancestors who
founded the Limestone City, but also of the manhood of the Province

of Ontario, to the highest position in which his attainments, his ser-

vices and the dignity of his character have raised him.

George Airey Kirkpatrick, fourth son ofThomas Kirkpatrick, was

born at Kingston, September 13th, 1814, educated at the Grammar
School of that city and the High School of St. John's, Lower Canada.

He matriculated at Queen's College, Kingston, in 1857. After

studying there for one session, he took honors in Greek, and then

went to Trinity College, Dublin, where he took honors in mathematics

and English, and graduated in December, 1861, as moderator and

silver medalist in History, Literature and Political Economy.

The celebrated Historical Society of Trinity College, which a

hundred years ago included among its members many distinguished

men, and after the Union of Ireland with England was suppressed

for a time by the authorities, on account of the fiery and revolutionary

speeches made at its meetings, conferred a silver medal on him for

proficiency in historical studies.

Thus prepared by a severe and conscientious academical career for

the sterner schooling of the world, Mr. Kirkpatrick was well qualified

to assume his place among the rising young men of Canada. He

devoted himself to the study of the Law and was called to the Bar of

Upper Canada at Hilary term, 1865. When his father di>.d, in

March, 1870, the conservatives of Frontenac called upon him as the

one most fitted to represent them in the parliamentary seat thus made

vacant. He accepted the nomination, and was elected to the House



CVEORGK AIRKV KIRKPATRICK 2b I

of Commons in the April toUovving-. He sat continuous!}- tor Fron-

tenac, till appointed Lieutenant-Governor for Ontario, in May 1892.

He was an able, conscientious and dilig-ent member of Parliament

and fully justified those friends who, on the death of his father, per-

ceiving his marked abilities, and being- anxious that they should be

employed in the legislative sphere, urged him to accept the nomina-

tion. Each succeeding election demonstrated his popularity and the

confidence reposed in him by his constituents. In parliament he

manifested the same excellent qualities which had won for him dis-

tinction in college and success in private life. Among those about

him he was soon regarded as one whose abilities fitted him for a place

in the cabinet. That he did not attain that preferment was owing to

the well-known policy of Sir John Macdonald, who never made
changes in his cabinet, if he could avoid it, and who chose his col-

leagues as representing certain class interests, none oi which Mr.

Kirkpatrick ever cared to conciliate.

His standing in the House was recognized, however, by his elec-

tion as Speaker, on the 8th of February, 1883. In that onerous posi-

tion his personal dignity, courtesy of manner, impartiality, firmness

and acute knowledge of parliamentary procedure, won universal

commendation. He was the first Speaker of the House of Commons
on whom the honor of a seat in Her Majesty's Privy Council for

Canada was conferred. He was appointed a Queen's Counsel on

October iith, 1880, and in June, 1884, he received from his Alma
Mater the degree of L.L.D.

Like all men of marked individuality of character, Mr. Kirkpatrick

early in his parliamentary career disclosed the fact that he had an

object and a purpose above the mere fulfillment of his routine duties.

In his practice as a lawyer, he had become painfully familiar with

the wrongs endured and disabilities suffered by seamen on our inland

waters, and he seized the earliest opportunity, after taking his seat, to

institute a legal remedy therefor. In pursuance of this purpose he

raised the question of giving to these seamen a lien for their wages,

and making vessels liable for supplies. During several sessions the

measure he had introduced embodying these provisions was defeated.

But he adhered to it with unflinching persistency till the Mackenzie
administration came into power, and Mr. Mackenzie promised that he

would introduce a measure to gi\ e effect to his views.
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Mr. PlimsoU won much renown in the Imperial parliament for his

advocacy of sailors' rights, and his efforts to introduce reforms in the

merchant marine of Great Britain. Less noisy, but with equal deter-

mination, Mr. Kirkpatrick urg^ed the claims of Canadian lake sailors

on the consideration of government and parliament.

At last his labors in the cause of justice to a class, who had few

friends and no defenders among those who move the springs of legis-

lation, were crowned with success.

In 1877, the Hon. Edward Blake, after consultation with Mr. Kirk-

patrick, brought in the Maritime Court Act, which practically extended

the Vice-Admiralty Court jurisdiction to the inland waters, and, in this

wav, the object Mr. Kirkpatrick had so much at heart, and so long

advocated, was obtained.

In 1875, after Lord Dufferin had pardoned Riel, and Lepine, and

O'Donoghue, without the advice of his ministers, Mr. Kirkpatrick laid

upon the table of the House resolutions affirming that, under constitu-

tional government, the Governor-General must act according to the

" well-understood wishes " of the people, as expressed through their

representatives, and that his ministers must be held responsible for his

action.

The state of business and the rules of the House prevented Mr.

Kirkpatrick moving these resolutions, but they had their effect.

Correspondence took place between the Colonial Secretary and the

o-overnment at Ottawa, which resulted in new instructions being

issued to the Governor-General requiring him to take the advice of

the Privy Council, or one of the ministers, before exercising the

prerogative of pardoning.

The far-reaching consequences of Mr. Kirkpatrick's resolutions

will be more clearly understood when we reflect that it was owing to

this change in the wording ot the Governor-General's instructions

that Lord Dufferin's successor, the Marquis of Lome, was compelled,

much against his will, to consent to the dismissal of Lieutenant-

Governor Letellier de St. Just.

During recent years Mr. Kirkpatrick interested himself in obtain-

ino- reciprocity in wrecking between the Dominion and the United

States. After defeat in two sessions, he succeeded in carrying the

Bill through the House of Commons, when it was defeated in the

Senate. In this, however, as in the lake sailors' case, Mr. Kirk-
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patrick tinall}- succeeded in g-aining his obiect, lor, in 1892, the mea-
sure was taken up by the government and passed.

This brief outhne of the more important incidents in the parlia-

mentary career ot Mr. Kirkpatrick gives but a faint idea of his public

services during the twenty two years that he sat for Frontenac. To
obtain a broader view we must recall the history of that period. It

included several stormy epochs.

The year he entered parliament, 1870, the confederation of the

British North American provinces was only three years old. Nations,

like individuals, have the tribulations ot infancy to pass through.

They must learn the use of their faculties, and, in doing so, run those

risks, encounter those trials, suffer from those errors and accidents

which, though always painful and occasionally dangerous, are the

means, wisely appointed by nature, for the development of their insti-

tutions and the strengthening of the national body, brain and nerve.

Our young Dominion was no exception to this rule. Although it

was launched under the happiest auspices, with words of hope and
cheers of encouragement, with a blessing from the mother-land and
with the good will of its neighbors, it was not long before its trials

began. The acquisition of the North-West Territories raised issues

which even yet remain unsolved. The weird form of Louis Riel, with

his primitively obstinate half-breeds loomed defiantly on the banks of

the Red River. After the military expedition had done its work, and
the authority of Canada was established in Rupert's Land, the scene

of conflict was transferred to Ottawa. Then it was that the demago-
gues and the hot-heads made all the mischief of which they were
capable. F"ortunately for the country their capacity was not equal to

their desires. There was mischief enough, however, and to still the

troubled wafers of popular wrath required wisdom, firmness and
moderation.

Among the men looked to for the exercise of these qualities, and
who really did exercise them with commanding success, was the

young member for Frontenac. His equipoise of character and eleva-

tion above the passions of the hour were attributes which gave him
a constantly widening influence, and the soundness of his judgment
may be estimated by the fact that Edward Blake on many occasions

sought his counsel and advice in matters of policy and legislation,

although each was opposed to the other in party politics.
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In "the time that tried men's souls," when the Pacific Scandal

wrecked the government of Sir John Macdonald, and the Conserva-

tive party was overwhelmed with popular disapprobation, Mr. Kirk-

patrick displayed the same qualities of calmness and firmness which
distinguished him on previous trying occasions. He was one of the

Old Guard who stood by the Old Chieftain in his day of disaster.

Mr. Kirkpatrick was not a frequent speech-maker in the House,
but, when he did speak, he was accorded the closest attention. His

language was always chaste. He had the faculty of always being

able to choose the right word to express his meaning without hesita-

ting, while the fluency of his speech and the elegant correctness of

his diction showed he possessed, and could use, all the powers and
graces of oratory.

But it was not in the wordy conflicts of the parliamentary arena

that he appeared to the best advantage, though he had a somewhat
sarcastic way of putting his points, terribly annoying to those on
whom he brought his powers to bear. But, speaking on questions

of higher moment, and to audiences not swayed by political feeling,

he was always bright and effective.

At the centenary celebration of the foundation of Upper Canada,
he made a brilliant speech dealing with the history of the province,

in which he proclaimed the sentiment of loyalty in these memorable
words :

— " Let us all endeavour to learn something of the early his-

" tory of our country, that we may know the value of the glorious

" legacy bequeathed us by our forefathers. When we think of the

" trials, the privations, the sorrows they endured, the battles they
" fought, the enemies they overcame, the obstacles they surmounted,
" our hearts should swell with pride and gratitude. Then, when we
" think of the progress of the country, and look around this immense
" province of Ontario, beholding its prosperity, its literature, science,

" art, manutacturies, its thousands of happy homes, we should,

" indeed, be thankful for the blessings we enjoy. We are not only a

" prosperous and contented people, but a God-fearing people. Any-
" one who travels over this country, sees upon every hill-top churches
" with their spires pointing heavenward, telling the people of God's
" love for man. Then remembering the heroic deeds of our ancestors,

" let us be thankful that Canada to-day remains true to the flag such
'* men upheld. Let every one, man, woman, and child, determine
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" that, as far as in us lies, we will endea\our to keep this country

" true to the old flag."

It was not, however, by patriotic speeches alone that Mr. Kirk-

patrick demonstrated his loyalty. .At the time of the Trent affair he

volunteered as a private in the militia, and continued in the active

force, risiui^ step by step to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. At the

close of the American civil war, when the Fenians gathered along the

frontier for the invasion of Canada, he went into active service at the

town of Cornwall, as Adjutant of tlie 13th Battalion, Prince of Wales

Own Rifles. He ser\ed at the front till the danger was passed and

the troops were called home. As may be supposed, he has throughout

his career taken a deep interest in militia aff^airs. He was elected

president of the Dominion Rifle .Association, and also commanded
the Wimbledon rifle team in 1876. In parliament he was ever fore-

most in advocating the cause of the \'olunteers.

In his business life Mr. Kirkpatrick has been no less fortunate than

in the more public spheres of activity, through which v^e have

followed him. He has acted the part of the faithful steward. Born

to good fortune, he has increased it by a wisely directed enterprise,

principally identifying himself with the larger industries of his native

city, Kingston, the advancement of which he has always had at heart.

His name stands foremost among the founders of many of its most

important works. He was also a director of the Kingston and Pem-
broke Railway ; president of the Kingston Waterworks Company,
and president of the Canadian Locomotive Works at Kingston. He
ha.s held the offices of secretary and chairman of the Board of

Trustees of the Collegiate Institute of the same cit} , having been

connected with that body since 1870.

In May, 1892, he was appointed Lieutenant-Ciovernor of Ontario,

oi- the death of Sir Alexander Campbell, r.nd assumed the duties of his

cfiice on the 30th of that month. Perhaps the best proof I could give

of the estimation in which he is held, and the satisfaction wliich his

appointment gave, would be to quote what the veteran Liberal Premier

of Ontario, Sir Oliver Mowat, said when he received the news :
— " I

"consider it the best choice the government could ha\e made. I am
" sure Lieutenant-Governor Kirkpatrick will be acceptable to all

" parties, and I am glad the choice has fallen upon him. I was
" intimately acquainted with his father, a genial honorable man, and
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''"a man of considerable ability, who had the confidence of everyone..

"As for his son, I have been acquainted with since he came to the

•' bar. Kingston, my native place, has now had the honor of giving
' two lieutenant-governors to Ontario. A better governor than Sir

" .\lexander Campbell there never was, and I have no doubt, at the

" close of Mr Kirkpatrick's term, the same will be said truly of him
" also."

With this encomium our memoir might fittingly close. Little,

indeed, remains to be added. In his private life Mr. Kirkpatrick has

always given an example of those virtues which sanctify and adorn the

character of the man, apart from those public virtues which win

respect and honor from the world. Strict as the most rigid code of

ethics could demand in all the relations of life, he possessed that happy

disposition which, preserving him from folly on the one hand, led him,,

step by step, to the highest distinction of his native province.

Mr. Kirkpatrick was twice married. His first wife was Frances

Jane, daughter of the late Hon. John Macaulay, who died in January,.

1877. The lady who now presides at Government House, Toronto, is-

Isabella, daughter of the Hon. D. L. Macpherson. Possessed of

queenly beautv, no less gifted in mind than in person, the amiabilitv

of her nature singularly qualifies her for a position where the most

serene womanly tact is required in the management of the highest

social functions. Under her influence Government House is more

popular than it has been for years, and society at the provincial

Capital has the advantage of seeing at its head a gracious lady endowed

with every quality desirable in one occupying that exalted position.

If fortune has been kind to the Lieutenant-Governor, he has not

been undeserving of her favors. A career so well ordered, so full of

good-citizenship, so uniformly successful, offers much to the contem-

plation of those who would grasp the meaning of life, which

" Like every other blessing,

Derives its value from its use alone."

To set a good example before his fellow-men, to walk uprightly,

perform his duties faithfully, is all that is required of a man. This, in

brief, is the story of the life of him concerning whom this memoir has-

been written.

CARROLL RYAN.
Montreal, Sept. 12th, 1892.
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SIR ALEXANDRE LACOSTE

Chief Justice of the province of Quebec, knighted by the Queen

last 24th of May, after having been Legislative Councillor, member of

the Senate, afterwards President of that assembly, the highest in the

land, senior partner of one of our leading legal firms ; these are the

principal e\ents that have marked, to the present day, the career of

Sir Alexandre Lacoste, and before he has attained his fiftieth year.

While engaged in these different stages of public service, triumphs

and honours have been his, sufficient to satisfy the ambition of three

ordinary men. We must recognize in this a master-mind and one of

those strong individualities which command success, and open avenues

conducting to the foremost rank, in whatever station they may happen

to be placed.

On his entrance into active life, possessed only of his talent, relying

solely on his own energy, Mr. Lacoste saw two ways opening before

him : the bar and politics. At the beginning, it was expedient that he

should make his mark in the former, since it is agreed that, in our own
times, the bar furnishes to its members the key which opens a number

of careers ; but once his position well established therein, politics

would raise him in his profession. What conflict must inevitably

have taken place within him at this critical starting-point in his

career, we are not skilled enough in psychology to divine. Doubtless

political life, with its intoxicating lure of power, whicli conceals from

tliose afar off the disgust which a closer contact too often brings, drew
him with considerable force. But, on the other hand, his profession

also held him. To a lawyer who fancies himself a master in legal lore,

on quitting the walls of his university, it may be an arid thing enough,

but to an elevated understanding it is full of attraction. The philoso-

phy of the law enables one to perceive at a glance the principles that

uphold society ; that connected series of first causes coming from
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wisdom and experience and without which as a foundation nothing of

stability can ever be raised. Viewed from such a height, the law

takes on some aspects unfamiliar to the vulgar.

It is thus a protession calculated to satisfy even the most fastidious,

the most restless spirits. On the other hand, the bar holds out less

brilliant prospects than politics, but it keeps its word better in what it

does promise, offering guarantees of permanence not often found on

the wreck-strewn ocean of political life. It is also not a consideration

of the least importance, when one has family responsibilities, that the

future be assured. Mr. Lacoste decided for his profession, giving to

politics such time and attention as his duties as a citizen might allow.

This was, however, no inconsiderable portion, and permitted him to

render some signal services to the Conservative cause. Mr. Lacoste

is endowed by nature with talents and special aptitudes which might

well have led him to anticipate in politics the distinction that has just

come so early in his legal career.

On the completion of a brilliant school course at Montreal College,

he commenced the study of the law at Laval University. During the

three years he spent there, his professors did not see any student

bending oftener over the old authors, who are the sources oi' our law,

than the young Lacoste. He was not one of those young men too

often seen in universities, whom street demonstrations and smoking

attract more than do their lessons in law or medicine, and who become

later on a dread to the cause of their clients, and a menace to the

health of their patients.

While watching him thus laying the foundations of that knowledge

of the law which was to become larger as the years went by, we are

led to the inference that Mr. Lacoste does not belong to that class who

are easily contented with what they have already achieved, but that he

possesses a mind of untiring activity. Knowledge is, for him, an

ever-widening horizon towards the utmost limits of which he feels

himself constrained to press, even though these limits are beyond

attainment.

On entering the legal firm of LeBlanc and Cassidy, he was filled

with ardor to rise step by step, by slow degrees, to a high place in the

courts of justice, where he, afterwards, at a single bound, reached the

highest eminence.

With all his ability, Mr. Lacoste owes something to heredity.
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coming, as he does, from a family of lawyers. His father, a well-

known notary, enjoyed a local reputation which spread over all the

southern bank of the St-Lawrence, from Sorel to Beauharnois. He
was the leading legal spirit of his time, in Lower Canada, his rival,

Mr. Girouard, father of the present member for Two-Mountains,

enjoying an equal eminence to the north of Montreal as he did to the

south.

An elder brother of Judge Lacoste also walked in the steps of his

father, and, at the age of thirty, distinguished himself before the

Montreal Bar, where his legal attainments were held in high esteem

by Sir Hippolyte Lafontaine.

If he had lived under the old regime of the French monarchy, Sir

Alexandre Lacoste would have belonged to its "noblesse de robe."

The influence of the surroundings amid which his youth was passed

would have done much of itself to secure for him a high position.

For a long time modern science saw fit to deny hereditary pheno-

mena, but fathers trusting to the accumulated truths of experience

elected to place their sons in the same paths wherein they had them-

selves achieved distinction, considering that, in thus keeping up
family tradition, there was a better chance of success than in taking

up new pursuits. Science, to-day, in changing her stand on this

subject, has fallen into the error of exaggeration, seeing everywhere
the transmission of virtues and, above all, of defects from one gene-

ration to another.

Mr. Lacoste's physique is intensely characteristic of the man him-
self; the massive head well-poised on the broad shoulders denotes

physical force united to intellectual power. Everything about Mr.
Lacoste shows a well-balanced mind where, like the great juriscon-

sults of all time, the imagination is held in in firm subjection to the

judgment. He has made use of these fine natural faculties in assimi-

lating the substance of what has been laid down by the masters of

French law ; this he has made his own by imprinting on it the stamp
ot his personality. It is a curious study to watch him penetrate into

the arcana of the law, where he is completely at home, and there

rendering clear to his auditors that which, without the light so vividly

projected on it, would have remained obscure. This is for him but
child's play, in such a manner are the principles of the law and their

results classified and fixed in his thoughts. Owing to the mental
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training" he has imposed upon himself, his mind takes in the whole of

any matter that comes before him, and he can give his decision upon

it, before leaving the bench, without fear of having dismissed a cause

without due deliberation and comprehension.

During his twenty-eight years of professional practice, he has been

engaged, in one way or another, in all the most important cases of

appeal before the highest court in the Empire, and has been almost

invariably successful. The judiciary committee ot the Privy Council,

w^hich conducts its proceedings in a manner almost antique in its

simplicity, has always deeply impressed him. Before judges so

elevated in character, in knowledge so profound, anything embarras-

ing in procedure, anything having the appearance of intimidation,

the employment of high flown eloquence, would be manifestly out of

place.

A simple rehearsal of facts, a conversation in which the judges

themselves often take part for the purpose of obtaining more ample

explanations on some obscure point to be discussed with the lawyers,

a deliberation with the parties and, when a cause has been heard after

this method, the court is ready to pronounce judgment audience

tenante. This mode of procedure so simple throughout, recalling, as

it does, the good old times when St. Louis dispensed justice under

the oaks of Vincennes, is pleased Mr. Lacoste, who would like to see

it held in honour in the high Canadian Courts.

His name is connected with one cause of more than ordinary

interest; the case of commercial corporations. The Chapleau govern-

ment had put a tax on financial institutions, assurance companies and

the industrial associations of the province. The latter refused to

conform to the law, on the ground that the provincial law was not

constitutional because it imposed an indirect tax, usurping, in so

doing, the prerogative of the Federal Parliament. Mr. Lacoste, in the

name of the Quebec government, established, by the aid of strong

arguments supported by the highest authorities, that that impost was

indeed a direct tax, and succeeded in impressing his views on all the

courts before which this cause celebre was carried.

Many persons still living in Montreal will remember the old legal

.nrm ot LeBIanc and Cassidy, the offices of which stood at the corner

of Craig and St-Gabriel streets. It was under the auspices of these

two well-known lawvers that Mr. Lacoste made his professional
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debut. One of these partners, Mr. Cassidy, an estimable but slightly

eccentric g-entleinan. having- gained a certain share of success at the

bar, thirsted for public life, a sphere for which nature had not fitted

him. He cut the most comical figure possible in the House, at Que-
bec, where he sat during one parliament. Occasionally, when the

flame of discussion, stirred up by party spirit, broke out in the House
of Assembly. Mr. Cassidy threw himself into the melee, and calling

in turn upon the Ministerialists and the Opposition, he taxed the

combattants with exaggeration, demanding from his friends, the

Liberals, that they should relinquish a portion of their claims, suppli-

cating the Conservatives not to abuse their power, straining himself

to the utmost to effect a reconciliation on the ground of mutual con-

cessions. It can be readily understood that Mr. Cassidy, the advocate

whose duty it had been to reconcile a host of disputants, to save them
the trouble and expense of lawsuits, found his tactics work far other-

wise in the House, where his roA^ as arbiter and amicable compromiser
failed to find appreciation. Needless to add, the sceptre of this novel

sort of Neptune never quite succeeded in lulling the political tempest.

When the man of moderate views cannot find sufficient exercise

for his peculiar bent of mind in conciliating individuals more disposed

to strangle each other than to embrace, then, and not till then, let him
betake himself, with some hope of success, to readjust the difficulties

that arise in political organizations. How many times has not the

senior partner of Mr. Cassidy and of his successor, Mr. Lacoste,

rendered good service to his political friends in exhorting them to

moderation, in constraining them by his own attitude and by his

counsels to avoid such errors in policy as were sure to be fatal to

them.

The temperament of the Gaul has left a strong impress on the

Canadian race. It is to this we owe in questions affecting nationality

or religion, or which are likely merely to reach our personal interests,

the tendency we possess to split into factions so easilv. \\'e said

elsewhere that the contact into which we have been brought with the

English had modified our manner of seeing and of judging on a variety

of subjects, that it was often easier for us to come to an understanding

on matters of business with an Englishman than with a Frenchman.

Although our manner of thinking has departed somewhat from the

French idea, there yet remains in us much of the old spirit of our
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ancestors. Scratch a Canadian, and you will very soon find the

Frenchman underneath. Cast a glance over the political history of

the last fifteen years, and count the number of upheavels of which you

will not find an equivalent among" our Ontario neighbours or those of

the Maritime Provinces. These coups iVEtnt, these popular upheavels

are essentially French.

Mr. Lacoste, with his sound judgment, with his fixed ideas which

forbade him to indulge alike in the ideal and Utopian, saw the danger

of being carried away by such mistaken policy. He has done his best

to keep it in check, to apply the curb of moderation, and with suc-

cess. We remember the flutter in the Conservative party caused by

the refusal of Lord Lome to dismiss Governor Letellier. A portion of

the Conservative deputation of Ottawa went off in anger against Sir

John and his French colleagues. The mal-contents of the Maisoii

hletie said that all was broken up, that everything was ruined. Mr.

Lacoste undertook to bring them to their senses, to show them how

unreasonable was their demand, pleaded the cause of Messrs. Masson,

Baby and Langevin, to whom they ought not to refuse their con-

fidence, urging delay to the end that their chief might be allowed the

means of testing their faith and sincerity, relying firmly on the position

taken by Mr. Chapleau, opposite to that taken by them, and erring

more in the form than in the substance from the point of view most

conducive to the interests of the Conservative party.

Repeatedly has this sentiment of loyaltv brought himself the

thankless office of moderator, very wearying to one so devoted, and

quite as barren of honour as it is destitute of reward. In 1874 y^t

another signal service was rendered by him to his friends. This was

in connection with the Tanneries affair. Let us here refer briefly to

that singular episode. The Ouimet government had exchanged a

piece of ground at the Tanneries for the Leduc farm, situated at a

greater distance from the city. The opponents of the government

would have it, that this transaction was a speculation by which certain

friends of the Conservative party should profit. The Motifreal Gazette

denounced the whole affair, and Mr. Irvine resigned his portfolio.

This double tluinder-clap bursting in the midst of a party that the

Pacific scandal, had rendered distrustful, spread consternation in the

ranks. There was no one to hold the party together ; Mr. Ouimet

and his colleagues being absent and the Rouge journals publishing
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inflammatory articles, it required nothing further to make them deter-

mine on a complete rout. When an army is thus dispersed, it is lost,

if some energetic man does not come forward promptly to take com-

mand and lead it back tocamp. Mr. Lacoste understood the danger that

his party ran. Taking some friends into his confidence, he represented

to them the necessity for instant action and for finding a rallying-

point, in order to lead back the dismayed fugitives. The formulation

of this scheme was but the work of an evening. He pointed out also,

as a solution of the difficulties of the situation, the retirement of Mr.

Ouimet, who had for supporters only Messrs. Archambault and

Chapleau, Messrs. Robertson, Ross, and Fortin having resigned their

portfolios, and Mr. de Boucherville to replace him. This very practi-

cal proposition soon got under way and assumed tangible form.

Some days later, the de Boucherville cabinet replaced the Ouimet
administration. It was a service that sought no recognition, that

which Mr. Lacoste had performed, but it was of as great importance

to his party as a life-buoy thrown out to a drowning man.

In 1 88 1, he was called by the Chapleau government to the Legis-

lative Council. Upon this, certain friends of his, out of pure good
will, no doubt, did so much violence to their feelings as to predict for

him complete failure, these worthies, avowing that he was too good a

lawyer to be ot the stuff out of which politicians are made. His first

speech, however, delivered on the occasion of the sale of the North

Shore Railway, put these false prophets to confusion. This speech

won for him a high place in the Council, and established his influence

beyond cavil. He raised himself by the force of argument, the logic

of carefully collected facts, to a level with the foremost legislators of

our time. This address testified to an extensive knowledge of admin-

istrative law, and of those established principles which should inspire

o.ir provincial politics.

In 18S4, he entered the Senate, where he studied the functions

which that assembly ought to fill in our institutions. From his point

of view, it ought to widen its sphere of action and give to its opera-

tions an importance which should have the eflfect of silencing its

Jetractors. Why, for instance, should not the Senate bring a keener

scrutiny to bear upon the work of the Commons ? It is only too

true, unfortunately, that in the hurry and press of the work of

legislation in the House, the encroachment of the central government
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on the provincial ones is shown at every turn. These violations of the

constitution escape attention, until a day arrives when the application

c>f some /f/tra vires clause of the law rev^eals its existence. This is

what he understood to be the chief function of the Senate : that our

highest legislative body should form a court of revision, whose

vigilance should be untiring. Also, inasmuch as he made part of that

body, he examined with patriotic anxiety the laws of the Commons,
in order to confine them within constitutional limits. Such a task was

most pleasing to him, as being so well adapted to his peculiar abilities.

In this congenial occupation, he spent one day after another, while

the government was about to tear him from his profession and from

political life in order to confer upon him the succession to Sir A.

Dorion, or rather, we should say, to force him to accept it. Those

who beheld Mr. Lacoste when the announcement was made will bear

us out as to the correctness of this expression. With a heavy heart

he left his law office, that was so dear to him. Never judge mounted

the steps of tlie bench with so much reluctance and never preferment

offered so little attraction to him whom all deemed worthy to receive it.

Sir Alexandre Lacoste came to the supreme magistracy of our

Province comparatively young. The judicial world may congratulate

itselt on having the benefit of his useful labours for the greater number

of years in consequence. Friends of his assure us that the Presidency

of the Court of Appeal is far from exhausting all his activity. If this

be so, we may be permitted to express a hope that will find an echo

in the minds of all who appreciate his high intellectual acquirements.

Let us hope that he will enrich our legal libraries with contributions

calculated to benefit the bar and public interests. Probably, in so

doing, we are but reflecting his intentions, for his love of work, his

respect for traditionary usage, incline him to follow in the footsteps of

that old French magistracy of which ours is the offspring, and which

has bequeathed us those works, monuments of learning and of

language, in a style so elevated. This is our sole desire ; he has all

the remainder of his time for his new obligations. In the position

which he now occupies, he has already begun to shine. To lofty

spirits high duties fitly appertain, and in the discharge of them charac-

ter is ennobled.

We regret that the scope of this biography does not permit us to

do more than touch upon the literary ability of Sir Alexandre Lacoste.
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It may suffice for our purpose to quote here ;i portion of his remarks
on the death of tlie Duke of Clarence :

"It is our boimden duty, to-day, to express the profound sorrow
with which we have heard of the death of Prince Albert Victor, heir

presumptive to the Crown of Enyfland.

"We join with all our hearts in the deep mourning in which our
gracious Sovereign, the Prince and Princess of Wales, all the members
of the royal family, and the betrothed of the illustrious deceased, are

plunged, and we desire to convey to them most respectfully our sym-
pathy and condolence.

" Placed by his birth in a wholly exceptional position, after having
undergone such trials and labors as were inseparable from a prepara-
tion for a life such as that which opened before him, the Prince,

arrived at the age of manhood, and just at the commencement of his

career, and on the eve of his approaching marriage which promised so
much happiness, found himself called upon to resign the glorv of
reigning over one of the most powerful nations on earth, and to endure
the anguish of parting from her whom he had chosen to be the com-
panion of his life.

" But Death, indifterent to human happiness or misery, choosing
its victims on the steps of the throne or in the cottage of the lowly,

leaves everywhere the same painful void.

" The pangs of bereavement are ever the same : the diadem ma^•
not hinder the eyes from weeping, nor the robe of royalty the heart
from bleeding.

"We trust that Providence may not refuse to these illustrious

personages, in their affliction, the balm of consolation poured into the

wounds of the least of His servants."

It now only remains for us to speak of Mr. Lacoste in the intimacv
of private life. This learned magistrate, who has spent his lifetime

in the stern study of the law, is, in his own home, the kindest,

gentlest and most accessible of men. There he throws off the legal

luminary. In our Chief Justice at home, there is nothing that savors
of posing for effect, much less of haughtiness of manner ; he has a
horror of over-strained conventionality. As is not uncommon n'ith

cultured minds held mostly at high tension, he enjoys "the little

warfare " of badinage, in which he sometimes allows the arrows of
his wit to play mercilessly around his friends ; but these light



282 MEN 0\' THI-: DAV

weapons do not much more than graze the skin and, like the lance of

Achilles, heal whatever wounds they make.

He is much beloved by his family, who are all devoted to him.

He finds his chief happiness in the domestic circle wherein reigns a

patriarchal simplicity, which does not exclude the practice of hospi-

tality as cordial as it is generous. There is in the man, at home and

abroad, in the courts and in public life, a moral grandeur which

inspires respect, without exacting it.

As magistrate and as citizen, we may apply with fitness to him

that which d'Aguesseau, the Grand Chancellor, said of the magistrates

whom he held up as models : "We have defined them when we have

defined justice."

A. D. DeCELLES.
Ottawa, June, 1892.

(Translated by Mrs. Carroll Ryan.)
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SIR DONALD A. SMITH

There are few names of distinguished Canadians Avhose mention

calls up such universal expressions of admiration and gratitude as

that of Sir Donald A. Smith. His long career has been full of

arduous and often perilous work, more particularly in the early por-

tion ; but the abundant fruits of his labour have been spent with a

lavish hand, not for the purpose of his own aggrandizement or self-

glorification, but for the good of the community at large. Unlike

the majority of those men who are abundantly blessed with the goods

of this world, he has, with true generosity, dispensed his wealth

during his life-time, thus ensuring the proper carrying out of his

wishes, and has superintended the disposal of his bequests with an

energy and conscientiousness which it would be well if many more

would emulate.

Donald Alexander Smith was born in Morayshire, Scotland, in

182 1, and received a good English and classical education, in addition

to the ordinary school course, which is of an extremely thorough and

solid nature in the curriculum of Scottish schools.

It has become almost a proverb that, wherever men are found, in

British Empire, to have attained wealth and success, Scotchmen will

always be discovered to be in the majority, and we may without

doubt attribute this success to their native tenacity of purpose, com-

bined with the thoroughness and rigor of their early training by the

village "dominie" or school master, who implanted in them the seeds

of knowledge.

For a time, Mr, Smith also studied medicine, and, although he

did not long persevere in this branch, still the experience he then

obtained served him well in after years, when stationed in the wilds

of Labrador or the great pf-airies of the great lone land, when the

Indians came to have implicit faith in his healing powers, and were
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in the habit of addressing; him as "father." They frequently came

long" distances to obtain the benefit of his advice and treatment.

It was in 1838 that Mr. Smith first entered the Hudson's Bay

Company's service, and he has been so intimately connected with that

powerful trading" organization, that it may not be amiss, in this

sketch of his life, to glance briefly over the history of this corporation.

Their territory consisted of land extending over an area as large as

Europe, and stretching to the north and west of Canada from the

coast of Labrador on the east to the Rocky Mountains on the south-

west, touching the Arctic circle on the north, and reaching to the

boundary line in the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude between

British North America and the United States. This immense terri-

tory, tiie greater portion of which was known as Prince Rupert's

Land, was granted by Royal charter by Charles II, in 1670, and, in

the words of the document, it is stated that "whereas our dear and

entirely well-beloved cousin. Prince Rupert, Count Palatine of the

Rhine, Christopher, Duke of Albermarle, and other persons therein

named, had, at their own great costs and charges, undertaken an ex-

pedition for Hudson's Bay, in the north-west part of America, for the

discovery of a new passage into the South Sea and for the finding

some trade for furs, minerals, and other considerable commodities,

the king granted that they should be a body corporate and politic, by

the name of the Governor and Company of adventurers of England

trading into Hudson's Bay, and have a common seal." It also

granted to the company " the sole trade and commerce of all those

seas, straits, bays, rivers, lakes, creeks, and sounds, in whatsoever

latitude they shall be, that lie within the entrance of the straits com-

monly called Hudson's Straits, with the fishing of all sorts of fish,

whales, sturgeons, and all otlier royal fishes within the said limits,

and all mines royal, as well discovered as not, gold, silver, gems and

precious stones." It also constituted the Governor and Company,

and their successors, " the absolute lords of the same territory."

Prince Rupert's Land is abundantly supplied with water, including

Lake Winnipeg to the south,—a magnificent sheet three hundred

miles long, and in several places fifty broad,—Lake Winnipegoosis,

and Lake Manitoba. The Red River, which rises in otter-tail Lake

Minnesota, flows northward to Lake Winnipeg, and that portion of

the countrv situated between this lake and the Red River on the east,
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the south branch of llie Saskatchewan on the west, and the boundary

line on the south, forms a parallelog"ram containing about 80.000

square miles, and comprises within this area 12.000.000 acres of

arable land.

The soil on the banks of the Red River is rich and yields good
harvests of fine wheat. It was here that the Selkirk or Red River

settlement, with which Mr. Smith was prominently connected

in the days of the first rebellion, was situated. At the

end of the i8th century, the Earl of Selkirk visited the High-
lands of Scotland and found that many of the younger genera-

tion were emigrating to the United States, and, judging that they

would be desirable colonists for Britain's Dominion, he organized, in

181 1, a band of settlers to come to Canada. He obtained a grant

of land from the Hudson's Bay Company near the Red River, and
planted a Scotch colony. In spite of the fertility of the soil,

however, this colony did not thrive, being too far removed from

commercial centres, and the Company bought the land back again in

1834.

In 1863, a change took place in the Hudson's Bay Company. At
that L-me, their capital was half a million, and, by an arrangement
with the International Financial Society, ;^i. 500.000 was paid by that

society to the then existing shareholders, and a new^ stock was created

to the extent of two millions. No change was made in the charter,

and all rights granted by Charles II were preserved to the Company.
In the prospectus of the International Society, it was stated that the

Company's territory contained an area of 1.400.000 square miles, or

more than 896.000.000 acres. The average net annual profits for the

previous ten years had been sixteen per cent on the old capital of half

a million.

Into the service of this powerful organization Mr. Smith entered
ai.d was, shortly afterwards, sent to the desolate coast of Labrador,
where the Company had some important trading posts. Even now.
Labrador is, for many months, almost entirely cut off from communi-
cation with the outer world, and, in those days, its isolation was still

more complete. .A tribe of Indians, the Moniagnais or Mountaineers,
inhabited the country and lived on the shore from the River Saguenay
downwards to the Atlantic Ocean, trading extensively with the Hud-
son's Bay Company. Labrador abounded in bears, wolverines, Cana-
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dian lions, beavers, black and silver foxes, and other valuable fur-

bearingf animals.

Mingan was the post at which Mr. Smith was stationed, and,

notwithstanding its importance, there were few white men in the

place, and its dreariness, to an active mind like his, must have been,

during the long winter months, something appalling.

Of a daring and adventurous spifit, in summer there were always

many attractions to him in organizing hunting and fishing excursions

into the interior, where game was found in abundance in the woods

and rivers, on whose shores dwelt extensive colonies of wild geese,

eider, ptarmigan and willow-grouse. But the long winter evenings

would have passed slowly indeed, had it not been that Mr. Smith

was strongly imbued with a love of study and an ever-increasing

desire to add to his store of knowledge. With his customary per-

severance, he deeply read many subjects, and in after years he had no

reason to regret the forced isolation of his Labrador sojourn, for such

a life gave him many opportunities of perfecting himself in branches

of learning eminently useful laler on, when he came to play his part

in the busy centres of nineteenth century civilization. His facility in

grasping a subject and quickly making himself master of every detail

appertaining thereto has often been remarked by experienced business

men, and no doubt his years of study in Labrador had much to do

with training his mind for the more onerous duties he afterwards

undertook. It was during his residence at Mingan that an incident

occurred, which serves to illustrate that unfailing perseverance and

unswerving adherence to duty, which has been at all times the key-

note to Mr. Smith's career, and it also shows the immensity of the

dangers through which the makers of Canada had to go on their

arduous path to honour and success.

When stationed at Mingan, Mr. Smith was left in charge of the

post, and, unfortunately, at that time, he was attacked by the terrible

scourge of snow-blindness, and was in imminent danger of losing his

eyesight. What such a calamity would have been to an ambitious

and active young man can easily be imagined, and few will blame him

for the course he took on this occasion.

There being no good oculist nearer than Montreal, he determined,

after some deliberation, to set out from Mingan, accompanied by two

half-breed guides, on his difficult journey up the coast. Jt was winter
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time, the snow lay deep, and huge masses were piled one above the

other in unbroken monotony of wearisome whiteness upon the rugg-ed,

barren cliffs of the great Laurentian range. On ! on ! through snow-
storm and darkness the travellers held their way, ever encouraged by

the bravery and courageous bearing of their young leader. At length,

weary in mind and body, they arrived at the little straggling settle-

ment of Lachine, then scarcely to be dignified by t!:e name of village,

for the houses were far apart and most primitive in their construction.

Mr. Smith's first duty was to report himself. He was sliown into

his chief's presence, where he received but a cold welcome, and was
sternly reprimanded for leaving his post without permission and per-

emptorily ordered to return without delay.

Discouraged, as was but natural, by this treatment, and exhausted

by rough travelling and lack of nourishing food, he, at tliat moment,
half decided to throw up his appointment and leave the Hudson's

Bay service then and there.

There is a tide in the affairs of men, which, taken at the flood,

leads on to fortune, and probably this was the important tide in the

young man's career, and fortunately for him and for Canada, it was
taken at the flood. How it lead on to fortune is well known bv all

Canadians of our day.

Upon reflection, wisdom prevailed, and Mr. Smith concluded to

return to Mingan and presently set out again with his two half-breed

guides. Few, if any, of the younger generation of Canadians, who
accomplish their travelling in luxuriantly appointed Pullman cars,

can form the slightest conception of what travelling in winter then

was and the difficulties and dangers it involved. In the first place

soon after settling out, the weather became tempestuous and the

snow fell thickly and fast, obliterating every landmark, and the track

was consequently repeatedly lost.

The Indian guides grew weary and despondent from cold and
sickness, and first one, and then the other succumbed and died

before reaching their destination. Worn out with fatigue, Mr.
Smith arrived at Mingan more dead than alive to tell the sad tale

of this disastrous winter journey. Fortunatel}-, however, it had not

been entirely in vain, for he had managed to see a doctor, and soon
after his eye-sight was completely restored.

This is but one of many perilous adventures in an nrduous life,
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instances of which were common enough amongst that hardy band

of fearless pioneers, to whom Canada owes so much and who will

always be held by her in grateful remembrance. To these brave

spirits, her greatness is largely due, to these men who have made

her what she is, a country to be proud of, to live for, and, if need

be, to die for too. Perhaps, it is not merely a vain supposition, if,

at this crisis, Mr. Smith had considered his own pride and comfort

when so sternly reproved for his action in proceeding to Montreal,

our great highway from the Atlantic to the Pacific would not have

been opened up, the annals of our country would have been less

glorious, and Canada would not have attained that high place she

now holds amongst the nations of the earth.

The next important step in Mr. Smith's career is almost a matter

of history and brings us face to face with the Red River Rebellion,

in 1869, throughout which disturbance he took a prominent part.

It will be remembered that a council was held by the principal

members of the government of Quebec, Ontario, Nova-Scotia and

New-Brunswick, for the purpose of arranging the confederation of

all the provinces.

This resulted, on the first of July, 1867, in the proclamation by

the Imperial government of the confederation of these four pro-

vinces under the name of Dominion of Canada. It was also wished

to unite the other provinces, and the preliminary negociations were

begun to include the North-West Territory. In order to effect this,

the consent of the Hudson's Bay Company had to be obtained.

Now the principal inhabitants of the Red River district were

descendants of the early French pioneers, who, possessed with a

great love of travel and adventure, journeyed to the prairies of the

North-West, and there settled down. In time they developed into a

hardy people, who existed, partly by hunting, partly by agriculture,

resembling, in most of their habits and customs, their compatriots

of the province of Quebec.

They had also intermarried with the metis Indians, and, at this

period, the population comprised nearly five thousand French and the

same number of English and Scotch half-breeds, with a sprinkling of

Canadians and Americans.

Sir Georges Cartier and the honourable William Macdougall were

sent to England by the Canadian government in order to effect an
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arrangement with the directors of the Hudson's Bay Company in

London, and, with the assistance of the Duke of Buckingham and

Chandos, then Colonial Secretary, it was decided that the Hudson's

Bay Company should surrender their governing powers to the crown,

that their territory of Rupert's Land should be incorporated with

the Dominion of Canada, the Hudson's Bay Company receiving

;^'3C)o.ooo sterling and retaining one twentieth of all land in the

" Fertile Belt," a tract of country extending from the Lake of the

Woods to the summit of the Rocky Mountains.

These negotiations did not meet with the entire approval of the

population of the Territory, having been effected with reference only

to the shareholders of the Company in London. Consequently, when

Colonel Dennis was sent by the Dominion government to survey the

land, before the Imperial government had issued the proclamation of

transfer, there were loud murmurings, portending an approaching

storm. The honourable William Macdougall had been appointed

first Governor of the new province, but, on his arrival at Pembina, in

October, he received a letter from Riel, the leader of the hostile

partv, warning him to proceed no further. In November, 1869, Mr.

Smith, owing probably to his knowledge of the country and his tact

in dealing with the Indians and settlers, w^as asked by Sir John A.

Macdonald and the Canadian government to proceed to Fort

Garry, now Winnipeg, and endeavour to settle the difficulties

there.

This was no easy task. Riel had entrenched himself in Fort

Garry with a numerous band of followers, had seized the stores and

other property of the Hudson's Bay Company, and was making use

of all ammunition there, and preparing for open warfare. Mr. Smith

experienced considerable difficulty in dealing with the half-breeds, as

thev were strongly influenced by Riel. As a commissioner from the

Canadian government, the rebel leader, however, received him within

the fort, but, for a time, to all intents and purposes, held him as a

prisoner and allowed him to take no part in what was going on, and

endeavoured by every means to secure his papers. Fortunately, he

had left them behind at Pembina.

In this crisis, Mr. Smith's diplomatic powers did good service, and

he showed the greatest tact and foresight in dealing with the wily

Riel. During the campaign, Major Boulton was taken prisoner by
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the rebels and was sentenced to death within twenty-four hours, nearly

r.harlng the horrible fate of Scott. It was only by Mr. Smith's inter-

cession that he got off", and on condition that the former should go to

r.ll the English settlements and induce their people to send repre-

sentatives to meet Riel in council. This was at once done, and

delegates were sent. In Kiel's own words, transcribed in Mr. Smith's

report, is found the statement that it was at Mr. Smith's instance

that he spared Major Boulton's life.

During all this time, with the greatest energy, Mr. Smith was

trying to induce the people of the district to elect their delegates to

the Dominion government and to send them without delay to Ottawa,

and to persuade them to peacefully enter Confederation ; and this

he accomplished shortly.

It was mainly due to his tact and zeal that the first Red River

rebellion ended without greater disaster and that a comparatively

amicable conclusion was attained.

Mr. Smith was, in 1870, the Resident Governor or Governor in

Chief of Prince Rupert's Land, and was the last Resident Governor

of the Hudson's Bay Company, having been appointed for the pur-

pose of handing over their Government and Prince Rupert's Land to

the Dominion. After this period, Mr. Smith was Chief Commissioner

of the Hudson's Bay Company for several years. As Resident Gov-

ernor of the Company, he presided over their last council as a

governing body.

With Sir Francis Johnson and the honourable Mr. Brelland, he

was appointed one of the first executive and legislative councillors of

the North-West Territory, and, in the Legislative Assembly of Mani-

toba, in 1870, he was elected the first member for Winnipeg. In

1871, he was elected member for Selkirk, comprising Winnipeg and

the adjoining counties, in the Parliament of Canada, and continued to

represent that constituency till 1880, having, when' dual representation

was abolished, resigned, in 1874, his seat in the local House. Having

taken his residence in Montreal, in the contest of 1887 he was elected

member for Montreal-West, and re-elected for the same constituency

bv an overwhelming majc^rity in 1891.

In 1886, Her Majesty was pleased to confer on him the title of

St-Michael-and-St-George in recognition of his services when special

Commissioner to the people in the Red River settlement, in 1869-70,
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and not, as is popularly supposed, for his connection with the Cana-

dian Pacific Railway.

In politics, Sir Donald A. Smith may best be described as an

Independent Conservative, and it may not be amiss to quote his own

words in regard to his political opinions :

"As I have no favours to ask, and nothing personal to desire

from anv government, I will only support such measures as are con-

ducive to the advancement of Manitoba and the North-West Terri-

tories in the first instance, and to the general prosperity of the

Dominion."

With Sir George Stephens and two othet gentlemen, Sir Donald

Smith brought up the St-Paul and Pacific Railroad, now known as

the "St-Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railroad." This was the

first railroad to connect with Manitoba in 1878. In 1880, in conjunc-

tion with Sir George Stephens and others, he undertook the con-

struction of the Canadian Pacific Company, and, some years later,

had the satisfaction oi being on board the first train which ran

through the Dominion of Canada from ocean to ocean.

Anv sketch of Sir Donald Smith's long and distinguished career

would be most inadequate without the mention of his princely gifts

to the citv of Montreal. Foremost amongst these stands the " Royal

\'ictoria Hospital," and a more appropriate and much needed one

could not have been given. The old General Hospital on Dorchester

street, situated in a thickly populated part of the city, and necessarily

shut in from fresh and wholesome air, has long been unequal to the

growing demands of Montreal.

In June, 1887, Sir George Stephens and Sir Donald Smith gave

half a million dollars each for the construction of a hospital and train-

ing school for nurses, to be called the " Royal Victoria Hospital " in

honour of Her Majesty's Jubilee, which occurred that year. At the

same time, the city of Montreal gave for its site a portion of ground

at the edge of the Mountain Park, facing Pine avenue. With some-

what hyper-critical objection, a question was raised by a few of the

French doctors regarding the proximity of this situation to the city

reservoir, they considering it dangerous to the health of the community

at large. Sir Donald Smith and Sir George Stephens again came
forward, and purchased a piece of ground adjoining that presented to

the city. This is further removed from the reservoir and costs $S6.-
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000. The ground given by the city will be used for gardens. Mr.

Saxon Snell, an eminent English hospital architect, was applied to

furnish designs and plans, and when they arrived, last June, the work
of construction began immediately.

The buildings will accommodate about two hundred and fifty

patients, and will include a training school for nurses to cost about

half a million dollars.

The edifices are now well on their way towards completion, and it

is expected that the hospital will be opened in May, 1893. The build-

ings are constructed of that solid grey limestone for which Montreal

is famous, and are magnificently situated at the base of Mount Royal,

commanding' a fine view of the river and surrounding country, and

enjoying the advantages of the salubrious air of its elevated and

isolated position.

Always aflfording the greatest encouragement to every educational

movement, Sir Donald Smith has more particularly interested himself

in all matters appertaining to the higher education of women, and

has done all in his power to aid and stimulate this worthy movement,

which has made such progress of late years. In 1884, the Ladies

Educational Society of Montreal were most desirous of further ex-

tending' their sphere and of sharing in the advantages enjoyed by the

students of McGill University. It happened that, in the same year,

nine young ladies had gone through the High School course in Mont-

real, and were most anxious to continue their studies in order to

take the degree of Bachelor of Arts. At this critical moment. Sir

Donald Smith presented a gift of $20,000 to enable the girl students

to obtain all the lectures necessary to take the Arts examinations.

This course is exactly the same as that enjoyed by the male students^

and a student may take all or part of the lectures, as she feels dis-

posed. \t \s known a.s the Donaidu special course. The following

year, Sir Donald Smith supplemented his gift by $100,000 for the

purpose of founding a college for women, to be known as the " Royal

Victoria College." In evidence that his generosity has not been mis-

placed and that it has shown good fruit, it may be stated that great

numbers of women students have gone through the course, and the

candidates, each year, have carried off many medals and, on one

occasion, a medal prize.

With Sir George Stephens, Sir Donald Smith also has endowed a
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Montreal Scholarship for Music to be competed for by natives of

Montreal or the vicinity. The successful candidate receives a thorough

training at the Royal College of Music at South-Kensington, London,

the scholarship being sufficient to cover all expenses. This has been

twice carried off since its endowment, in both cases by young ladies,

one a vocalist, the other a pianist.

Sir Donald Smith is also interested in many enterprises of a com-

mercial nature, being President of the Bank of Montreal, Chairman

of the Montreal Board of the Fire Assurance Association of London,

Chairman of the Montreal Board, of the London and Lancashire Life

Insurance Association, of London, President of innumerable charit-

able and friendly societies, the First President of the St-Andrews

Society, of Winnipeg, and patron of the Manitoba Rifle Association.

On the occasion of the last meeting of the Royal Society of Canada,

in Montreal, he was elected Chairman of the Citizens Committee, and

is being continually called upon to speak at dinners, public meetings,

and receptions

.

Sir Donald Smith married Isabella, daughter of the late Richard

Hardisty, Esquire, at one time an officer in Her Majesty's service and

latter on in the Hudson's Bay Company.

As a host, Sir Donald Smith is at his best. His fine residence

in Montreal, is admirably adapted for entertaining. He has had

the honour of several times receiving royalty, and has extended his

hospitality to most of the notabilities in the scientific, literary, and

artistic worlds, who have come to Canada.

His picture gallery is one of the finest in the Dominion, and con-

tains specimens of the works of Raphael, Rembrandt and Vandyke,

besides many of the gems of Henner, Jules Breton, and other modern

.

painters. His collection of Japanese curiosities is a very valuable

one, including all the contents of a temple from that interesting island.

Continually at work and bound up with such varied interests. Sir

Donald Smith's life is a changeful and laborious one, and his friends

have often feared for his health and begged him to desist awhile from

his labours. As Chairman of the Hudson's Bay Company in London,

he is obliged to cross the Atlantic several times in the year, and is

ever on the move. It would be sad indeed were overwork to injure

so good and useful a life, which we trust may be spared for many a

year to come.
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Not only does such a career as that of Sir Donald Smith make

us proud of possessing in our country such a man, but the example

of his laborious, self-denying, and persevering- life will endure for

many a year, and show to the youth of Canada by what endurance

and zeal the fortunes of our great Dominion were built up.

MAUD OGILyy.

Montreal, June, 1891.
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WM. RALPH MEREDITH

The genial, popular, and eloquent leader of the Opposition in the

Ontario legislature has had a long, active, and important public

career. He has never held office, yet much of the best work of the

Ontario legislature is due to his careful and patriotic exertions. He
has never been personally ambitious, yet for twenty years he has

striven resolutely and strongly, to plant the banner of Conservatism

and progress upon the somewhat fossilised towers of Liberal admin-

istration in this province. He has never assumed, or apparently

sought, the leadership of the Canadian Bar, yet he is to-dav one of

the universally recognized leaders and authorities in the land of juris-

prudence of the Dominion.

Such, in a word, is the present position and personality of Wm.
Ralph Meredith, Q.C., LL.D., M.P.P.. Born near London, Ontario,

on March 31st, 1840, a son of John Cooke Meredith, an Irish grad-

uate of Trinity College, Dublin, who emigrated to Upper Canada in

1834, he exhibited in early days no particular evidence of precocity

or cleverness. A jolly school-boy he seems to have been, showing
indeed those manly genial qualities which have since created for hi n
so much a personal popularity. After leaving the London Gramm.;ir

School, the young man entered the law office of Thomas Scalchar.l,

a well known politician of the time and liberal in his opinions.

There he acquired a thorough knowledge and experience of legal

prmciples and practice, so far, at least, as a student could. In 18=9,

he entered Toronto University ; in 1861, was called to the bar, and,

in 1863, graduated as L.L.B., receiving, two years ago, from our
great Provincial University, the honorary degree of LL.D.. Just
before graduating, Mr. Meredith had married, his wife being Marv,
the only daughter of Marcus Holmes, of London.

Being now fairly started upon the wide sea of professional life.
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the painstaking- energ-etic qualities of the young- lawyer soon carried

him into public attention and a large practice. With experience and,

of course, primarily from natural aptitude, came that forceful and
dignified eloquence which has created for him so high a reputation as

pleader in our courts of law. Uniting a prepossessing presence, a

direct and searching power of examining witnesses, with a sincerity

which carried conviction to the jurors and conveyed confidence to his

clients, such a result was not surprising. Needless to say Mr. Mere-

dith has been engaged in many important trials, the chief perhaps

being the famous Biddulph murder case, and that of George McCabe,
who was charged with poisoning his wife. In all matters connected

with his profession he has taken a keen interest. An authority upon
municipal law, he was for many years City Solicitor of London.

In favour of the establishment of law schools in different parts of

the province rather than their consolidation in Toronto, Mr. Meredith

has followed out in legal matters the principle of decentralization,

which he has so often urged upon the political platform as applicable

to the government of the province of Ontario. Years ago, indeed,

he endeavoured, though unsuccessfully, to establish a law school in

connection with the Western University, and subsequently founded

the Middlesex Law Association, of which he was, for a long time,

president.

The maintenance of County Law Libraries for the benefit of

students was another favorite and successful scheme, which he has

steadily and earnestly advocated. With them and many other evi-

dences of a sincere desire to forward the interests of the legal pro-

fession, it is not at all surprising, though none the less complimen-

tary, that, upon two occasions, Mr. Meredith has been selected a

Bencher of the Ontario Law Society by the highest vote ever

recorded by the profession. In 1875, ^^^ provincial government made
him a Q-C, as did the Dominion authorities a little later.

But it is as a politician and orator that the Opposition leader in

Toronto is best known. " I am a son of Ontario : I am a Cana-

dian," summarises his political policy.

Progressing^ in principal and action, he thoroughly believes in

carefully studied reform. Patriotic in thought and policy, he is an

enthusiastic believer in the Conservative idea of a United Canada.

A sincere lover of his native province with all its inherent privileges
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and rights, he yet warmly sympathises in the desire for a strong-

federal government, rather than a neak central administrative power.

In a word, he believes with the veteran poet laureate, (slightly para-

phrased),

'• Though the shadow of the jrlobe we sweep into the younger day,

" Better fifty years of Canada than a cycle of Cathay.''

Indeed, Mr. Meredith has often been accused of being too radical

in his ideas and policy. Many old-time Conservatives do not like,

and many never will like, his advocacy of manhood suffrage, and

deeply regret the success which followed his exertions in forcing the

Mowat government to give it to the province of Ontario. Others

dread even the wild approach to the American elective system as

regards officials, which he is known to favour, and while these radical

principles bring applause of extremists from the other side, they have

perhaps estranged in some degree the active support of certain in-

dividual members of his own party. But there are specks upon every

sun, and the career of no statesman in history is free from some
ground upon which disapproval may be based.

Mr. Meredith's political career commenced in 1872, when he was

elected to a seat in the legislature, on the resignation of Mr. John
Carling, who preferred to sit in the Dominion House. His genial

manner and popular style of oratory, his labours on behalf of the

working men and keen interest in general politics, soon made the

new recruit a favorite with the members and the public. The
Mechanics Lien Act, the Workmen's Compensation for Injuries Act,

and Other similar measures were products of this period. Those in-

terested in politics and who watched the career of the young repre-

sentative from London were net therefore surprised when Mr. Mere-

dith was chosen leader of the Opposition in 1878. Indeed, it had
become almost a foregone conclusion, and no better successor could

have been found to the veteran Mathew Crooks Cameron, v>ho had

just been raised to the Bench.

Mr. Meredith at once threw himself with vigour into the battle,

but it was suddenly rendered a difficult one by the Boundary Award
agitation, which sprang into existence during the ensuing year. The
Opposition leader was placed in an unfortunate position. He was
falsely made to appear as supporting the Dominion government
against the claims of the province whose Premier he aspired to be.
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This color was given by his opponents to every word or action in

reference to the Boundary question. Nothing- could have been more
unjust, but it was certainly effective. Mr. Meredith claimed, after

the rejection of the Award by the Dominion parliament, that the only

course left was to submit the whole matter to the Judicial Committee

of the Privy Council. Finally this w^as done, and the province of

Ontario obtained, beyond question, the territory claimed by it, the

validity of the Award being sustained' in the supreme tribunal of the

Empire and over the heads of the very Dominion authorities, who
were said to have been unduly supported by the Ontario leader.

Thus Mr. Meredith practically procured for his province the recog-

nition of those rights which the Premier claims to have himself

obtained. Yet the latter fought for years against the Conservative

desire to have the decision of the arbitrators rendered valid by

reference to the Privy Council.

Then came the disallowance agitation of 1882, and again Mr.

Meredith seemed to be on the unpopular side. But he believes in

having a strong federation through and by a strong central govern-

ment. The bundle of sticks theory he evidently considers correct,

and has no sympathy with the so-called Provincial Rights schemes

which would seek to strengthen a province at the expense of the

country. Beaten in the general election of 1883, though by a small

majority, Mr. Meredith fought steadily on, but with little success.

The majority against him, in 1886, was greater, and, in 1890, it was

the same old story. The last provincial election, however, was an

important one.

The leader of the Opposition threw himself into the contest with

vigo', and, after outlining his policy in splendid speeches at London

and Toronto, proceeded to stump the province. But the support

accorded by all but one or two of his lieutenants was poor ; the

people were not sufficiently educated in the principles so eloquently

enunciated ; the whole province was in the power of an office-holding

oligarchy pulling the wires of license laws, innumerable appoint-

ments, and other methods of retaining office, whilst sectarian charges

were flung broad-cast. The newspaper discussion carried on at this

time between Mr. Meredith and Archbishop Cleary attracted wide

attention and was cleverly, sometimes brilliantly conducted on both

sides. One extract will suffice to illustrate Mr. Meredith's views :
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" In this province, the Roman Catholic minority has been treated not

" merely justly, but with generosity, and if, which I do not deny,

" prejudice exists in some quarters against the Roman Catholics, it

" is, in my judgment, due mainly to the policy of the Church, which
" forbids the youth of the country being educated together, and to

" a system of education which tends to separate from the rest of the

" community a body of its citizens by creed lines, as well as to the

'* uniudicious and intemperate utterances of men on both sides, who
" tij not know, or have forgotten, what civil and religious liberty

" means." These are strong words, as well as plain ones, and they

had the effect coupled with the vigourous attitude and exertions of

the Archbishop in losing to Mr. Meredith many votes from among
the members of that particular Church. Several notable speeches

were delivered by the Opposition leader about this time. One, in

the Legislative Assembly, dealt with the Separate School law and

practice, and made the walls of the old building ring with denunciation

of what he believed to be the favoritism of the Mowat government
towards the Roman Catholic minority in the province, and its injustice

to the Protestant majority.

Subserviency to the influence which was supposed to constitute

the balance of power between the two parties formed the key-note of

his utterance. Every rate-payer, said Mr. Meredith, should be prima

facie a public school supporter. Schools aided by public money
should be regulated and inspected by the State. Separate School

Trustees were asserted to be under the practical coercion of their

ecclesiastical authorities,—Church being first. State second. The
text books used in Separate Schools were not of so high a character

as they should be, were not patriotic in tone, and were too narrowly
sectarian in their nature. Finally, the leader denounced the modifi-

cations introduced from time to time in the Separate School law of

the province, and declared them to have been instigated by a desire

to obtain and retain the support of the hierarchy of the Church for

the Mowat administration. Fairness to every citizen, freedom for all,

and no intolerance on the one side or favoritism on the other, was,
he said, the policy of himself and of his followers. Subsequently,
at the great mass meeting held in London and at Toronto under the

auspices of the respective Young Men's Conservative Associations,

these views were amplified, and his general policy explained.



3IO MEN OF THE DAY

The government was freely denounced for their depletion of the

surplus left by the ministry of John Sanfield Macdonald ; for the

rapidity with which that great assett of our province, the timber

supply, was being- frittered away to speculators, instead of being

used so as to benefit the public at large ; for the gross centralization

of appointments in the hands of the government by seizing the posi-

tions of division court clerks and bailifrs, of marriage license issuers,

license inspectors and commissioners, and transferring the patronage

and power once possessed by municipalities into the hands of a cen-

tralized bureaucracy. He dealt with the method by which the

educational interests of the province had been taken from the hands

of an independent impartial superintendent, and placed in control of

a politician and a political department, and with the alleged wholesale

manipulation of the license power and the liquor interests, in order

to obtain funds and influence for carrying the different elections in

favour of the Liberal party.

Not the least important subject dealt with was the question of

French schools in the Eastern parts of the province, and the claims

made by Mr. F. Dixon Craig, M.P.P., and others, with reference to

the growth of the French language and customs, and Catholic doc-

trine and practices in the public schools of Eastern Ontario. Owing

to the action taken in the House by the Opposition, a commission

had been appointed to investigate the whole question, and its report

had been recently issued. Proof was furnished as to the justice of

many of the allegations made, and Mr. Meredith was given the op-

portunity of conferring an oratorical castigation upon the Hon. G,

W. Ross, minister of Education, which that gentleman will probably

never forget. The position taken by the leader of the Opposition

was sufficiently plain and simple :

" While there has been a great deal of laxity in the management
" of our schools in the French districts, there ought to be a good
" deal of forbearance exercised towards our French citizens. I say

" the ultimate object should be to establish, as the only language of

" the schools, the English tongue. Therefore, I am opposed to the

" use of the bilingual series as proposed by Mr. Ross, because the

" effect of that will be to perpetuate the teaching of the French

" tongue in the schools, which I think is a thing not to be thought of."

Such were the salient points of these speeches. They were elo-
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quent, they were sincere, and by the time very effective, but the mass

of the people did not seem to be convinced that the g-overnment of

Mr. Mowat was an unworthy one. Or, putting it in another way,

the combined influence of possession and its consequent power, cen-

tralization, license, education and other "wires," were too much for

a not very well organized Opposition. Then Mr. Meredith had to

contend with that fatal charge of bigotry. On every platform through-

out the province, by the fireside and on the street, he was accused of

having deliberately started a crusade against the Roman Catholic

religion and of being one with Mr. D'Alton McCarthy and the Equal

Rights party in their advocacy of Protestant power and opposition to

religious privilege. It was useless to point out the character of the

man : his utter lack of all personal fanaticism, or the admirable

moderation of his private views and publicly expressed opinions.

Throughout the speeches made by Mr. Meredith during the campaign

were many such eloquent appeals as the following, delivered to his

London audience ; but they seem to have been disregarded or dis-

believed :

" Under the universe of God, men can reach that eternal home
" beyond the skies; men can reach that abode of rest, by roads which
" neither priests or presbyter have marked out. In the name, Sir, of

" freedom, in the name of religion, in the name of the highest duties

" of citizenship, I protest against looking at the faith which any of

" our fellow-citizens profess, and for any purpose appealing in that
" way, in respect of their citizenship."

But neither exertions nor eloquence availed, and Sir Oliver Mowat
is Premier of Ontario to-day, instead of William R. Meredith. Mr.

Meredith has stated, and very truly, that he is not ambitious for

office. He has never sought the political honours which have come
upon him, though always striving to deserve the confidence so cor-

dially and implicitly placed in his ability and zeal by the great

Conservative party of Ontario. But the battle has been a bitter

one, and the issues complex. Victory has not been with the leader

of the Opposition, but it has been laurelled with a wide and far-reach-

ing popularity. From time to time during many years back, he has

been thought of, spoken of, written of, as a Dominion Cabinet Minis-

ter. Many have urged him to transfer his abilities to a wider sphere

and greater duties, but it seems as if he considered the path of obli-
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f^ation to be on the lesser and harder road of provincial politics. At

the present time, public opinion in many quarters points strongly to

his acceptance of the ministry of Justice, should the possible retire-

ment of the veteran Premier make its present occupant the leader of

our government. But it may be that professional and private reasons

will again prevail. If so, it will be the country's loss, the province's

gain.

Aside from the strictly party principles of the day, and the dividing

lines of political opinion, Mr, Meredith is known to possess very

advanced ideas in many directions. He is said to believe in the elec-

tion by the people of many officials now appointed by the government,

and to support the principle of no tax exemptions. The following

extract from his London speech, (December i6th, 1889), certainly

goes to prove the latter statement :

"
I say that the property of a church or of the minister ought to

" be subject to taxation just as that of the merchant, or of the richest

" or poorest man carrying on any business in the country We
" want a radical change in our system of taxation, for there

" are many and many exemptions upon the Statute book, that

" ouo-ht to be wiped out in the interests of the people of this

" country."

It was Mr. Meredith who really forced the Mowat government to

create manhood suffrage in Ontario ; and it was the Conservative

leader who has inspired, proposed, or carried nearly all the legislation

in favour of the vi^orkmen enacted during the last twenty years. It

goes without saying that such a man is a thorough Canadian. He

believes in the country, in its future progress, and in the maintenance

of its Provincial unity. Ontario is to him the brightest gem in the

Canadian galaxy of States, as Canada is in the British galaxy of ter-

ritorial Empires.

Personally, Mr. Meredith is regarded by his friends and followers

with that feeling of affection which found its highest embodiment in

the magnetism surrounding the late Sir John Macdonald, who was

so long and so intimately connected in friendship and politics with

tlie Ontario leader. He possesses a splendid delivery, a handsome

and impressive appearance, and a manner which conveys conviction

and proves sincerity. Unsuccessful though he has been in the battle

for office, Mr. Meredith has been more than successful in makmg
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friends, in the building- up a high reputation, in doing good service

to the people, and in helping to make a history which will bear his

name in honour and respect through future generations.

J. CASTELL HOPKINS.

Toronto, September 15th, 1S92.
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SIR LEONARD TILLEY

Samuel Leonard Tilley, son of Thomas N. Tilley, was born on the

8th of May, 1818, at Gagetown, Queen's County, New-Brunswick.

He came from a stock which was early identified with the settlement

and growth of the province. His great-grand-father, Samuel, was

a staunch and uncompromising Loyalist, who, at the close of the

American Revolutionary War, left the ties of his own home in Brook-

lyn, New-Vork, and settled in New- Brunswick, which becoming a

grantee of the city of St-John. At that time the family, which is of

Dutch extraction, spelled the name " Tilly," and in that form it often

appears in public documents and records of a century ago. The

future statesman, at the outset of his career, had not many advan-

tages in his favour. He was educated at the County Grammar School,

and, notwithstanding the limitations of his opportunities, his record

is most creditable. At the age of twelve years, he left his home and

went to St-John in search of employment. This he was not long in

finding, for he was a bright and clever lad, with an honest face and

an engaging manner. Having a predilection for the drug business,

he entered the establishment of the late William O. Smith, Esq., a

gentleman of superior intellectual abilities, the Mayor of St-Jolm for

several years and a man of mark in the municipal politics of the day.

With him he remained four years. Young Tilley became a member
of a debating society, where once a week political questions were dis-

cussed with freedom and liberality. It is quite probable that Tilley

received his first lessons in politics at the debating club, for it

included in its membership men who have since become famous in

various callings, and there, too, it is likely his future career was
shaped. Among the members of that little club was Joseph W.
Lawrence, the annalist, of St-John, author of a number of useful

monographs relating to the foundation of that city, and president for
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several years of the Historical Society of New-Brunswick. Mr.

Lawrence only passed to his rest in November, 1892, full of years

and honours, and greatly respected by all who knew him. He was

to St-John what Dr. Henry Scadding is to Toronto, and Mr. J. M.

Lemoine is to Quebec. Mr. Smith once told the writer that it was a

common event in his store for Tilley and Lawrence to continue in the

declining' hours of the afternoon the discussion of the previous even-

ing- at the Club over the top of the large show-case, in which various

toilet requisites were displayed. L"p to a short time ago, the surviv-

ing members of the Club used to meet at the Lieutenant-Governor's

residence in St-John once a year at dinner, when old battles were

fought over again and old times revived.

When quite a young man, Mr. Tilley took up the cause of tem-

perance reform in great earnest. He adopted no half-way measures,

but joined the order himself, maintained unflinchingly its high prin-

ciples, and preserved from that day to this his spotless record as a

consistent tee-totaller. He never missed the opportunity of advocat-

ing total abstinence, practising his whole life-long, as well as preach-

ing the doctrines of his cause. In recognition of the distinguished

services which he rendered, the National Division of the Sons of

Temperance of America, in 1854, elected him to the highest

office in the gift of the order, namely, that of Most Worthy
Patriarch. This post he held for two years with very great

acceptance.

After duly serving his time, as a chemist and druggist, he went

into business on his own account with the late Thomas William

Peters, afterwards Colonel Peters, also the descendant of a strong-

hearted Loyalist. This partnership lasted many years, and when

Mr. Peters retired from the firm, S. L. Tilley conducted its affairs

alone, until a short time before confederation, when he disposed of

the business to his brother-in-law, Mr. T. B. Barker, who stilL

carries it on.

We first hear of Mr. Tilley's name in connection with the politics

of his province, in 1849, when espousing the side of the protectionists

of that date he nominated and helped to elect a candidate for the

legislature. The new tariff" proposed by the Government proved too

high, and the leading merchants and consumers pronounced their

dissatisfaction with it in so emphatic a manner, that the obnoxious
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measure was withdrawn. In those days even moderate taxation

was regarded in the light of a bugbear.

It may interest the reader of to-day to know that the scheme pro-

vided only for the levying of a duty of ten per cent on all. articles

alike, and an ad valorem duty additional, on spirits, tobacco, sugar,

molasses, &c.. The people, however, would not have it, and repeal

speedily followed its introduction.

About the end of this year, Mr. Tilley took a very active part in

forming the New-Brunswick Railway league, which had for its object

the construction of a line of railway from St-John to Shediac. The

league succeeded in exerting a large amount of influence. It owed its

inception to an indignation meeting of citizens who, enraged at the

conduct of the legislature in defeating the various railway projects

which had been brought before the House, petitioned His Excellency,

the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Edmund Walker Head, to dissolve Par-

liament and appeal to the people. Mr. Tilley was a spirited member

of the league, and at the general elections of June, 1850, he found

himself the nominee of a powerful political party for the legislature, in

the reform interest. He ran for the city of St-John, and was elected,

bv a fair majority, a member of the House of Assembly. Tlie old

coalition government was broken and disgraced, and the reformers

looked with confidence to the future. In 185 1, however, the Liberals

were much exercised over the defection from their side of two of the

leading men in their party, viz., the Hon. John Hamilton Gray, after-

wards a Supreme Court Judge in British Columbia, and the author of

a valuable History of Confederation, one volume of which, however,

has only appeared, and Robert Duncan Wilmot, afterwards Speaker

of the Senate of Canada, and Lieutenant-Governor of Xew-Brunswick.

Both men are now dead. In their time they possessed much influence

in the politics of the province. They entered the government on the

very day that their treachery was communicated to their late allies and

friends. Messrs. Tilley, Ritchie, afterwards Sir William Johnston

Ritchie, the late Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, and

Charles Simonds were justly indignant and the whole Liberal party

were pained and astonished at the conduct of their quondam associates.

The fact that they were men of great ability added seriously to the

general discomfiture. A meeting was immediately held, the month

was August, and an agreement was entered into between Messrs.



3^4 MEX OF THE DAY

Tilley, Simonds, Ritchie, and William H. Needham. A card to the

electors, signed by these four g^entlemen, was issued, in which their

views of the situation were strongly put. The people were asked un-

reservedly to pronounce judgment on Messrs. Wilmot and Gray by

their votes, at the polls, and should the deserters be sustained by the

electors, the four representatives declared their intention of resigning

at once their seats in the House. The issue was placed before the

constituents, fairly and squarely, but the fickle public, which at the

former election chose tv» o men to oppose the government, now re-

turned them triumphantly as members of an administration which had

proved so obnoxious in their eyes but a few months before. But,

says George E. Ferrety, in \\\s Political notes and observations, "no
county in the province has ever been more uncertain than that of St-

John. It has been known to reject men one day, and elect them on

the next opportunity that presented itself, not upon a change of prin-

ciples in the candidates, but from a change oi feelings in the electors

themselves." Messrs. Simonds, Tilley, and Ritchie, true to their

promise, like high-minded men, resigned, but Needham failed to carry

out his agreement, and clung to his place with the grim remark that

"it had cost him enough to get it." Mr. Tilley retired into private

life. But in private life such a man could not remain long. He was

a born politician. He loved the excitement and turmoil of politics too

well to relinquish a career on which he had embarked with so much

ardor and zeal. Besides, his friends refused to permit so eloquent a

voice to remain silent, so energetic a nature to stay passive. In 1845,

he re-entered the arena, more determined than ever to achieve success

in his chosen field of activity. He ran for his old constituency of St-

john, and was triumphantly elected in November. He was off"ered a

portfolio in the cabinet of the Liberal government, which he accepted,

and began from that hour a lease of power and influence in public

aff"airs, which has continued, almost unbroken, up to the present time.

On but two occasions he suffered defeat : in June, 1856, he was beaten

at the polls on the Prohibitory liquor law question, when the ministry

made the subject a direct issue. The act had become law during the

session, but the people had expressed themselves so strongly against

it, that pressure, being brought to bear, the Lieutenant-Governor re-

monstrated with 1 is advisers and hinted at the advisability of a dis-

solution. A hint was enough from that quarter, the ministry resigned.
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and an appeal was made to the country on the question, resulting- in

disastrous defeat. The new government met a House determined on

a repeal of the act, and it was repealed on short order. On other

questions, however, the tenure of power held by the administration

was so slight ar.d uncertain, that, in the following year, a dissolution

took place, and i\Ir. Tilley and his confreres were victoriously returned

to power. In a few days, he was reinstalled in his old position as

Provincial Secretary, whose functions embraced those of the treasury

also,—^the Secretary being the financial man of the government,—and

shortly afterwards he became leader of the ministry. In his evidence

before the Royal Commission Prohibition, Sir Joseph Hickson chair-

man, in 1892, Sir Leonard Tilley supplies this story of that famous pro-

hibition campaign of 1855-56. He thought that the prohibitory law,

then enacted by the legislature of New-Brunswick, was in advance of

public sentiment at that time. Its advocates supposed, from the

number of petitions presented in favour of the law, that a very con-

siderable majority favoured its passage, but the result of the general

election proved otherwise. Then the period selected for the general

election was not favourable to the law, for had the vote been submitted

later on, thought Sir Leonard, beyond a doubt, the result would have

been different, and the measure would have been sustained. He ex-

plained the action of the Lieutenant-Governor in dissolving the House,

and of the course taken by his council in opposition, which led to their

resignation. Speaking of the present, he expressed himself strongly

in favour ot prohibition, the moment public sentiment demanded its

enforcement, but he feared that the time had not yet arrived. It was

necessary to its enforcement, that all the provinces should be ready

for it.

In 1854 and 1856, two new political terms were invented, which

attached themselves to the fortunes of the rival parties for a period

extending from that day up to the date of confederation, in 1867,

when their usefulness ceased. These were the well known words

familiar to New-Brunswickers of two generations ago, of "Smash-

er" and "Subtail." Their origin is of sufficient interest and value to

note down here, indeed so popular were they at one time, that

"Liberal" and "Tory" readily gave place to "Smasher" and

"Subtail." In those times, "Grit" was not known as a political

term in the Maritime provinces,—it having application only in On-
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tario,— and a noted journalist predicted that they would become

historic, and that the local parties would be known by them for all

time to come. "Smasher" was first used in 1854. A leading-

member of the legislature announced from his place in the House

that the policy of the Liberal party should be : "to the victors belong

the spoils." Great objection was taken to this assertion by the op-

position, and they called the party " Smashers," as it appeared they

seemed disposed to break up old usages in respect to the tenure ot

office. At the general election in 1856, it was alleged that the then

opposition sought to influence votes by a liberal distribution of an

inferior description of flour, the brand being " Subtail." The result

was that the party was nicknamed the " Subtail " party.

From June, 1857, to March, 1865, Mr. Tilley remained Prime

Minister. In September, 1864, he went to Charlottetown, Prince-

Ed\vard-Island, to attend the conference of the Maritime Parlia-

mentarians, with the view of forming a legislative union of the three

Eastern provinces. The convention opened on the 8th of the month,

under the Hon. John Hamilton Gray's presidency. Mr. Gray was, at

that time, Prime Minister of the island. So far as parties were con-

cerned, the representation was pretty evenly divided. The recom-

mendations of the diff"erent governments had been approved by the

respective Lieutenant-Governors before the date of calling the con-

vention. The meeting, which was held in the Chamber of the House
of Assembly, was conducted in camera, the object being " to avoid,

as much as possible, any undue pressure upon the island delegates

from their constituencies, which surrounded them,—to ensure an un-

restrained freedom of discussion,—and a clear, candid, and business-

like consideration of the important questions involved,—in a word,

to remove all inducements to buncombe. There being no occasion

for display, the speeches were practical and to the point. It is to be

borne in mind this convention was not a public representative body

having power to legislate^ determine, or finally affect the public in-

terests, but rather a committee of public men, deputed by their

several governments to enquire and report upon a proposition which

might or might not ultimately be adopted, but which, before either

its adoption or rejection, would be subject to a searching and ex-

haustive public discussion in the several legislatures of the pro-

vinces." Several members of the Canadian goxernment, including-
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Sir John A. Macdonald, happening- to be on a visit to the Lower Pro-

vinces, and hearing of the proposed meeting-, requested permission to

be present. Invitations were according^ly sent to them. They ac-

cepted, and so carried the delegation away with them, that they suc-

ceeded in g-etting" the smaller scheme abandoned. It was also pro-

posed to meet later in Quebec, when a grander union of the five pro-

vinces would be proposed, and discussed. The greater assembly

met in the ancient capital on the i6th of October, and sat with closed

doors, until the 28th of the month, when the famous Quebec Scheme,

as it was termed in New-Brunswick, was completed. The plan pro-

posed was for the different governments to submit the question to

the House of Assembly, in each province, without allowing a line or

a dot of its provisions to be changed. The utmost sacrecy was en-

joined, and until the subject should regularly come before the House,

it was agreed that no publication of the scheme should be made.

Public curiosity was stimulated, but the people had not long to wait

for the expose. A Prince-Edward-Island newspaper, by some sur-

reptitious means, got hold of a copy of the precious document, and^

immediately published it in extenso. All was excitement then in

New-Brunswick, Noxa-Scotia, and Prince-EdwardTsland. The
people were filled with consternation and alarm. The country was
overrun with pamphlets and broadsides, printing presses were kept

going night and day, and publicists on both sides exhausted them-

selves in finding arguments for and against the topic which was in

everybody's mind. The rival factions, forgetting for the hour that

they were Liberals and Tories, Subtails and Smashers, allied them-

selves under fresh banners, and were known henceforth as Con-

federates and Anti-Confederates. The old Liberals, for the most
part, favoured the union, while the Conservatives joined the ranks of

the "Antis." A new society was formed, under the name of the

British American Association. It was handsomely endowed by parti-

sans friendly to the union cause, and the ablest political writers in the

country were employed to find arguments in favour of the scheme.

The society's publications were extensively circulated all over the

land. On the other side, there was 77?^ Patriot,—a campaign sheet,

—which was conducted with very great ability, besides the regular

press of the day.

The fight was a very bitter one. In March, the genera! elections
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were held throughout the province, and Mr. Tilley, with all his

popularity and prestige, was ignominiously defeated in his own
stronghold, while, in the other counties, his party suffered severely,

!iot a single member of the ill-fated conference being returned. The
whole province emphatically pronounced an adverse opinion to the

hopes and aspirations of the confederate party. Those opposed to

the union had stated broad-cast that the inevitable fate of the Con-
federated provinces would be annexation to the United States, and
that cry had the effect of sending to the side of the hostile camp
the descendants of the old Loyalists and their sympathizers. But
notwithstanding his defeat, Mr. Tilley never lost faith in the ultimate

success of the great measure. He felt sure that all the people

needed to carry it was further enlightenment. They must be educated

up to the scheme. The British Association, encouraged by ardent

Liberals, continued to spread the Gospel of union, and the public

men of the province lost no opportunity of keeping the matter before

the people, while the press constantly discussed the question, pro

and contra.

The new^ government came to power, pledged to defeat Confedera-

tion, and at its head were Albert J. Smith, afterwards Sir Albert

J. Smith, and George L. Hatheway, in the Assembly. The " Antis"

had a large and influential majority, but w^hile the Lower House was
anti-confederate in its views, the L^pper House was entirely the other

way. That body, led by the Hon. Peter Mitchell, presented an
address to the Hon. Arthur, (afterwards Sir) Hamilton Gordon, son

of the Earl of Aberdeen, Lieutenant-Governor of the province.

Mr. Mitchell, in those days,*was a fiery and impetuous man of

about forty-seven years of age. Energetic to a high degree, he

usually carried things with a high hand, and had, in consequence,

earned for himself the nickname of " Bismarck " Mitchell. The
sobriquet clung to him for years. He had the majority of the Legis-

lative council with him, and S. L. Tilley, called in derision by his

enemies, the "forty-second member," (the House of Assembly con-

sisted of 41 representatives,) was constantly at his elbow. It was
Peter Mitchell who induced the Councillors to present the memorable
address to the Lieutenant-Governor, which brought matters to a

crisis. The Colonial Secretary, Mr. Edward Cardwell, afterwards

raised to the peerage as Baron Cardwell, and since dead, informed
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Her Majesty's representative that the imperial y^overiiment approved

of confederation.

Of this fact much was, of course, made, and in the hands ot the

promoters of the scheme, it proved a potent weapon.

A Fenian excitement also taking- place about the same time served

the friends of the great movement well in their emergency.

The Fenian raid occurred in the summer of 1866, and created a

tremendous impression, in all parts of the British North American

continent. Gray describes it as " one of the most wanton and out-

rageous violations of international law that has occurred since

modern civilization began," and adds, " though not one of the causes

which led to confederation, was yet one of those incidents which

essentially proved the necessity of that military organization which,

it was alleged, would spring from confederation, and which was one

of the first measures carried after confederation was adopted. It

exemplified in a strong degree the alacrity with which the young men

of the country were ready to spring to arms at the call of duty, and

intensified the devotion of her people to Canada." Other writers

have been found who go further than Gray, and declare openly that

the Fenian scare had more to do with the final acceptance of confe-

deration by the people, than the statesmen of the provinces at the

time were disposed to admit. The raid could in no way be justified.

It was one of those episodes, however, which, in the end, led to

results undreamed of by its contemptible promoter. It changed the

political belief of many thousands of persons, almost in a night.

The first administrative body to feel the affect was the Smith govern-

ment of New-Brunswick, which was not slow in making up its mind

to resign. The Lieutenant-Governor accepted the resignation.

Mr. Tilley was sent for, a new election was held, and the verdict

of 1855 was, in the very next year, set aside, the anti-confederates

being reduced to a mere corporal's guard. It may be said, without

fear of contradiction, that New-Brunswick entered the union with the

almost unanimous consent of her people. Delegates from Ontario,

Quebec, Nova-Scotia, and New-Brunswick, (for Prince-Edward-

Island declined, at that time, to join her fortunes to the larger com-

pact,) were sent to London to complete the terms of union, and at

this conference Mr. Tilley ably represented his province. For his

services in this capacity, his Queen bestowed upon him the compa-
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nionship of the Batli (civil). On resig-ning- his seat in the New-
Brunswiciv House of Assembly, he ran for St-John for the House of

Commons, was elected, and became the Minister of Customs, in the

first Dominion cabinet. From November, 1868, to April, 1869, he

was acting Minister of Public Works ; and on the 23rd February,

1873, he was made Minister of Finance. This important portfolio he

held until the fall of the Macdonald-Cartier government on the Pacific

Scandal matter, November 5th, same year. Before leaving

office. Sir John Macdonald appointed his colleague Lieutenant-

Governor of New-Brunswick, Mr. Tilley succeeding the Hon. Lemuel
Allan Wilmot, D.C.L., the eminent and eloquent jurist, and first

native Governor of his province. Mr. Tilley held this office until the

end of 1878, and could have retained it for a second term, had he felt

so disposed, but his friends insisted on his return to more active

politics, and yielding to their importunities, and deferring to the

wishes of Sir John and his colleagues, he allowed himself to be nom-
inated in his old constituency, for a seat in the Commons. The
campaign of September, 1878, will long be remembered, for it was
most bitterly contested, and resulted in the complete overthrow of

the Mackenzie government. New-Brunswick in several constituen-

cies reversed her former vote. Notwithstanding Mr. Tilley's great

popularity, he barehy gained his election, his majority being only nine

votes over Mr. J. Boies Deveber, who had sat for the City during

the previous Parliament. This was due mainly to the fact that

Tilley had espoused the National policy as the platform of the

Liberal-Conservatives,—a measure which failed to win support in a

district bred on the strictest principals of free trade, and naturally

opposed to a higher fiscal tariff. In October, he accepted his old

office, that of Finance Minister, and on presenting himself for re-

election, he encountered no opposition. On the 13th of February,

1879, the fourth parliament of the Dominion held its first session,

and, in due time, Mr. Tilley formulated the Protective policy of the

ministry, in a masterly speech of great power and force. It was a

clear and convincing address, and although the measure was hotly

discussed it finally passed, and has ever since been the policy of the

country. On the 24th of May, Mr. Tilley was created a Knight

Commander of the most distinguished order of St-Michael-and-St-

George, by the Marquis of Lome, then Governor-General, at an
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investiture of the order held at the Windsor Hotel, Montreal. Sir

Leonard's colleagues on that occasion were Hon. Dr. Charles Tap-

per, Minister of Railways and Canals, Senator AlexandeV Campbell,

Postmaster-General, Hon. Richard John Cartwrig-ht, Minister of

Finance in the Mackenzie-Dorion government, Hon. William Peace

Howland, C.B., ex-Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, and Sir Nar-

cisse Belleau, who, in i860, had been knighted by the Prince of

Wales, during his visit to Canada. Sir Leonard Tilley holds a

patent of rank and precedence from the Queen, as an ex-Privy Coun-

cillor of New-Brunswick. He occupied the office of Finance Minister

until October, 1885, when his health could no longer stand the strain

put upon it, and he retired from Parliament and the ministry-, to ac-

cept, tor a second term, the less laborous post of Lieutenant-Gover-

nor of his native province. That position he still holds, (1892).

His return to Xew-Brunswick was hailed with joy by men of both

political parties and the welcome which he received was hearty and

spontaneous. On the 13th of November, he was sworn into office,

in the Legislative Council Chamber at Fredericton, by the Chief

Justice, Hon. John C. Allen, now Sir John. In December, the Lib-

eral-Conservative Club of St-John, N. B., received at the hands of

Mr. Rogerson a fine bust of the Lieutenant-Governor. The presen-

tation was made amid great eclat, and Mr. Charles A. Everett, then

^L P. for St-John and a life-long friend of Sir Leonard, delivered a

happy and able address, outlining the career and life of the distin-

guished statesman.

One incident of importance took place during Sir Leonard Tilley's

second administration of New-Brunswick. In March, 1892, the Blair

government was charged with eighteen acts of corruption by the

leader of the opposition. But in making his charges and demanding

the appointment of a Royal commission to investigate them, Dr.

Stockton and his confreres addressed the Lieutenant-Governor per-

sonallv, and refused to take the Legislature into his confidence,

though the House was still sitting. His Honour declined to enter-

tain the proposition, and replied to the Memorialists in a note which

is a masterpiece of parliamentary literature and tact.

Sir Leonard Tilley is a fluent and convincing speaker, ready in

debate, fond of opposition and interruption, and quick at figures.

He has great tact, and fine administrative talent. His character,
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politically, or socially, has never been impugned. He has ever com-

manded the respect of all. He has carried his temperance principles

to the extremest limit, and, during- his occupancy of Government

House, no wines or liquors have been used in his house-hold. In-

dustrious to a hig-h degree, he has won his way to power and in-

fluence by his own unaided efforts, and is a striking example of the

self-made man. Many important acts of Parliament owe their origin

to him. He has been twice married : first, to Julia Ann, daughter of

James T. Hanford, of St-John ; and second, in 1867, to Alice, elder

daughter of Z. Chipman, Esq., of St-Stephen, N.B..

GEORGE STEWART, LE.D., D.C.E..

Quebec, loth November. 1802.
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tireat idea.s are common property. .AH men have entertained

them. The ambitious dreams of youth are proverbial. All boys

cherish the hope of greatness, of becoming- famous. Their generous

impulses, stirred by stories of heroism, make them impatient of the

years leading to manhood when it will be their glorious fortune

" Th' applause of li-;t"ning senates to command,

The threats of pain and ruin to despise,

To scatter plenty o'er a sniilint^ land,

And read their histVy in a nation's eyes."

But, alas, how few realize the dreams of their ambition ! Though
great ideas be common property, to the few only are g-iven chances

of distinction, to fewer tills are the opportunities vouchsafed when
circumstances are so shaped as to produce that " tide in the affairs

of men, which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune." It is true,

nevertheless, that the occasion always finds the man. If he prove

unfit, he is thrust aside and another chosen. Perhaps many are tluis

selected m succession only to be discarded, till the right man appears

and all the world acknowledges his supreme fitness for the position.

The history of all great enterprises illustrates this prc^cess. But if

we study the careers of men who have achieved greatness or success

in any walk of life, we will find that their good fortune was owing
more to patient labour and application and the fatuity of knowing
how and when to act, than to any fortuitous concatenation of circum-

stances. As all genius consists in finding wonders in common things,

so success in life is dependent on the faithful observance of its im-

mediate commonplace duties. This obvious truth, overlooked and
neglected by many men of great natural ability, is demonstrated in a

most remarkable manner in the career of Mr. Van Home.
Although he belongs to an order of men peculiar to the present
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pliase of civilization in America, there can be no doubt that, were he

born in other times and under other conditions, the same quaUties

which have raised him to his present position of eminence would have

placed him in the command of fleets and armies, or made him power-

ful in the control of the destiny of nations.

The close o'i the Southern war pf Secession marks an epoch in

the history of America unparalleled in the annals of human develop-

ment. Rejuvenated instead of having" been exhausted by that terrible

struggle, the American republic turned at once from the wasteful

extravagance of war to the cultivation of the arts of peace. The

dangers that had threatened the stability of the nation had been met

and overcome. It was the dawning of a new era. Great armies of

soldiers were absorbed with astonishing rapidity into the industrial

forces of the commonwealth and a period of progress set in which,

in the space of twenty-five years, has transformed the face of the

continent. Wealth, once be}ond the imagination of man, has been

created, great states have come into existence, and enterprises, vast

beyond precedent, have been carried to success.

It was only natural that a period like this should produce its great

captains of industry, its commanders of industrial forces, its new

nobility of enterprise, whose claims to distinction were as truly

founded on their capacity to manage and direct the stupendous in-

fluences, thus suddenly broug-ht into operation, as ever were the

titles of European kings and nobles founded on their superiority

in war. There are leading spirits in every nation in every phase of

its progress and development, and an industrial nation will produce

its Captains of Industry by the same natural process that a warlike

people will produce its military commanders. The order of intellect

is the same in both, only that different occasions direct their energies

to the accomplishment of diverse purposes.

The world has been so long accustomed to regard those men who

have won the most battles and spread their conquests the farthest as

its greatest heroes that it is hardly prepared to admit the claims of

the new aspirants to fame, whose matter of tact methods, in directing

vast complicated affairs of business, have none of the glare, blare

and bombast witii which a Honaparte would direct the movements ot

an army, none of the ceremonial with which royalty loves to surround

itself. Yet there are men in America who, like Mr. Van Home, go
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about the streets with nothing; personal to disting-uish them from

other people, but who possess more real power than many monarchs

ever wielded, and who control forces in the sei vice of humanity as

incalculable as they are beneficent. While thus describing- them, I

am not unaware of the estimation in which they are held by certain

schools of thought. Nor is it my business to defend them as a class.

If, in carrying on their operations, they have resorted to the employ-

ment of human devices, they did no more than men have always done

in obedience to the first law of nature. Particularly must wc make

this allowance in considering those gTeat business enterprises which

in their nature partake somewhat of the character of government.

Monopolists by necessity in the service of the public, their primary

object, as they now exist, is to make dividends for investors, but this

is held in check by the necessity they are under of rendering good

service. Thus they have to deal constantly with legislatures, whose

acts have a direct bearing on their money-making operations. Hence

comes their interference in politics, though there is nothing men
like Mr. \'an Home repudiate with more vehemence than the impu-

tation of being politicians. Nor are they politicians in the ordinary

sense. In the prevailing conditions of unsocial socialism on this

continent, enormous interests struggle with each other for existence.

In the lobbies of legislatures and on the floors of parliament these

battles have often to be fought out. Therefore, until the time comes,

anticipated by some people, when the railways and other great busi-

ness organizations in the public service are owned and controlled by

the national government, we may look for the exercise of their in-

fluence in parliament.

These observations are essential to a proper unden^tanding of Mr.

Van Home's peculiar position in relation to the public life ot' the

Dominion. "
I am no politician," he said to me on one occasion

;

" I have no time to give to politics, even were I inclined that way,
'* which I am not. I am only a plain business man. All my time is

" given to the Canadian Pacific. I never interfered in politics in my
" life but once, and I hope I will never ha\ e to do so again. I care

" nothing about parties, and the company is under no compliment to

" either Government or Opposition."

There can be no doubt that, in thus defining his position. Mr. \'an

Home was perfectly sincere.
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But the character ot' ihe man, his place in his day and generation,

can only be rig-htly weighed and estimated by the magnificent work he

has accomplished in connection with the construction and manage-
ment of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Previous to his appearance on the scene the liistory of that

stupendous undertaking was a record of failures. Projected through
what w as then an unknown wilderness, occupied by savage tribes of

Indians, the hunting ground of the buffalo, hemmed in, as many
thought, by a sea of mountains on the west and an impassible barrier

of rock and water on the east, its construction was regarded by men
who had some knowledge of the country and of the recources of the

Dominion as the wildest chimera that ever dazzled human imagination.

When the delegates from British Columbia modestly proposed, as

part of the terms on which that province would enter the confedera-

tion, that the Federal Gcn'ernment should construct a waggon road to

connect the sea-board with the country east of the Rocky Mountains,

and Sir John Macdonald magnaminously declared he would give them

a railway, the proposition was scouted as lunacy. But Sir John knew
what he was doing. Without a railway to connect with the older

provinces, the newly acquired North-West Territories were worthless,

and with the prescience of genius he grasped the magnificent idea of

a transcontinental railway, which Mr. Van Home was afterwards so

largely instrumental in carrying to successful realization.

It is not necessary for the purposes of this memoir to enter into a

review of the early incidents in the history of this great enterprise.

The agreement with Sir Hugh Allan, its collapse, the Pacific scandal,

the fall from power of Sir John Macdonald, the well-meant efforts of

the Hon. Alexander Mackenzie to build the railway, the explorations

and surveys imder the direction of Mr. Sandford Fleming, the con-

struction of the Pembina Branch of the Lake Superior Section, the

defeat of the Mackenzie Government, were events which extended

over a period of six years and led to the formation of the present com-

pany, through the restoration of Sir John Macdonald to power.

lip to that time there were few men, indeed, either in Canada or

elsewhere, who grasped the full meaning of the Canadian Pacific Rail-

way, or formed even an approximate idea of the revolution it would

"bring about in the commercial affairs of the world. Some American

writers delight in harping upon it as a British military enterprise, but,



\V.\I. COKNELIIS VAN HORNK 34I

though its value to the Empire as an alternative highwa} to India and

China is certainly great, that feature had really nothing to do either

with its conception or construction. It was purely a Canadian enter-

prise, designed to give unity and strength to the Confederation, to

open up the country, develop the resources thereof and afford a new

route for commerce between Europe and Asia.

Long before the project was seriously entertained by the Govern-

ment oi' the Dominion, the superior advantages possessed by the

British territory were pointed out by Governor Stevens, of Minnesota.

In the report of the Select Committee of the Legislature of that State

he expressed the belief that the most desirable route to the Pacific

would be found in the possession of Great Britain, and that a great

inter-oceanic communication was more likely to be constructed

through the Saskatchewan basin than across the American deserts,

ti)3 cretaceous and comparatively rainless areas of the southern

latitudes. American enterprise, however, solved the problem at

enormous cost, but the superiority of the Canadian route, not only on

account of soil and climate, but also by reason of better grades, has

been abundantly demonstrated. It also possesses another great ad-

vantage in shortening the ocean voyage from America to Japan, China

and India.

In the year 1881, the contract entered into by the Dominion Gov-

ernment with the Canadian Pacific Railway Syndicate was ratified by

Parliament about three years after the defeat of Mr. Mackenzie's ad-

ministration.

During that period the Government had put forth the utmost en-

deavours to obtain the assistance of capital ists in Europe and

.\merica for the prosecution of the work. British Columbia was

clamouring for the fulfilment of the terms of union, and the settle-

ment of Manitoba was retarded by the want of railway communica-

tion with the rest of the Dominion.

Much had been done,* however, during the Mackenzie regime.

The Pembina Branch, which placed the city of Winnipeg in railway

connection with the United States system, was completed, the sec-

tions of the main line between Thunder Bay and Red River were

placed under contract for construction, and a practicable route across

the prairies and through the Rockv Mountains, by the way of Yellow

Head Pass, had been surveved. Furthermore, the Indian title to the



342 MEN OF THE DAY

whole territory had been exting^uished b}- a series of treaties with the

various tribes inhabiting it. Settlers, attracted by the extreme fer-

tility of the soil and the salubrity of the climate, had begun to pour

into Manitoba. A splendid future, rich in the promise of everything

that could contribute to the prosperity and happiness of a people

opened before the country.

When the history of the Canadian Pacific Railway comes to be

written, as it will some day, it will disclose a romance as wonderful

in many respects as any magical tale with which the Arabian story-

teller ever enchanted the imagination of his listeners.

The genius of man never conceived a grander enterprise than that

of spanning a continent, two-thirds of which was all but an unex-

plored wilderness. Over the vast prairies where, from time im-

memorial, the savage hunter chased the buffalo through illimitable

solitudes ; across great rivers, w'hose names of mysterious aboriginal

signification sounded strange and uncouth to civilized ears ; along

wide stretches of pathless morasses, whose treacherous depths seem-

ed to defy the ingenuity of man to bridge them ; through mountain

ranges, whose peaks, clad in eternal snow and bases girt about with

glaciers, appeared to impose an impassable barrier to all who would

seek to penetrate their forbidding recesses,—the people of Canada
undertook the construction of a railway more than two thousand

miles long ! Well might this be called—
" A wild dedication of themselves

To unpatli'd waters, undream 'd shores."

But, if the physical obstacles to this great undertaking appeared

thus insurmountable to the imagination, staggered by the vastness of

the work to be accomplished, how vastly more difiicult it must have

appeared when its financial aspects came to be considered. No
wonder is it that there should have been grave shaking of heads

when all these things were considered, or that the money kings of

Europe and America should draw their purse-strings tighter when
the Canadian Pacific Railway was mentioned.

But it is to the everlasting honour of Canada, at a time when the

prospects of the road were thus over, shadow^ed by doubt and the

scheme appeared condemned to failure, or indefinite postponement,

that men were found among her citizens who had the ability, the

energy, the enterprise, the wisdom, above all faith in the country and
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genius to grasp the situation in all its magnitude, to devote them-

selves, their lives and their fortunes to the realization of this greatest

of modern undertakings.

It is not necessary to the purposes of this memoir to enter into

particulars. The terms having been agreed upon between the Gov-

ernment and the Syndicate, the Canadian Pacific Railway Company

came into existence. Thiswas after the close of the session oi' parlia-

ment in 1 88 1.

Satisfactory financial arrangements having been made, the next

thing was to find a capable, practical man to control and direction of

the construction. Where to find such a man was the difficulty. Men

there were of high character and large experience, but the Company

required the services of a man of Napoleonic genius in addition to

these qualifications. Searching through the railway world of Ameri-

ca, the directors found the man they wanted in the person of W. C.

Van Home, General Superintendent of the Chicago, Milwaukv^e and

St. Paul Railway Company.

Time and experience have justified the selection infinitely beyond

the most sanguine expectations, for Mr. Van Home .stands to-day a

king among the Railway kings of the world.

Descended from an old Dutch family of New York, he was born

near Joliet, a city in the state of Illinois, forty miles southwest of

Chicago, named after an early French explorer and trader, who also

"ave a name to a county in the Province of Quebec, his career

affords the best biographical study which could be placed in the hands

of an ambilious youth. It was on the 3rd February, 1843, that he

first saw the light, and is, therefore, at the present writing, in the

meridian of his mental and physical powers. The early death of his

father, Cornelius Covenhoven Van Home, who was a lawyer by pro-

fession, and who left but little, beyond his library, to his family,

compelled young Van Home to set to work in his fourteenth year to

earn something towards their common support.

As a boy he was remarkably bright and clever, with the most

engaging manners, but, if the anecdotes told of his youth are

to be believed, full of mischief. That, however, is nothing

unusual in clever boys. But even in his tricks and pranks, he

o-ave indications of mental and mechanical resources which few

boys possess.
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'•
I- air Science howneil not on liis humble birth,"'

though it cannot be said that
' Me'anchol)' marked him for lier own."

At an age when most boys are strug-gling' with the mysteries ot

the three R's, he began his experience in railroading on the lowest

step, as office boy at the railway station in his native town. It is a

matter of singular ethnical significance that the great majority of the

railway men of America who have attained prominence commenced
their working life at a similarly early age and in the same small way,

climbing from the very foot of the ladder and acquiring as they

advanced that intimate knowledge of details which is so necessary to

success in every kind of business. There his quickness of apprehen-

sion and readiness to oblige brought him under the favourable notice

of his superiors. He soon acquired a knowledge of electricit}', which

he seems to have put to some amusing, as well as practical, uses.

He first became attached to the Illinois Central Railroad, as

telegraph operator, and shortly afterwards to the Michigan Central,

where he serv^ed in various departments until he reached the age of

twenty-one, when he accepted an appointment on the Chicago &
Alton Railroad, where he successively held the positions of Train

Dispatcher, Superintendent ot Telegraph and Division Superinten-

dent. Anyone acquainted with the business of railroading knows
how serious are the responsibilities attaching to these situations.

There is no position in life where tlie wits of a youth are better

sharpened than in employment in railway service. Mental and physi-

cial activity, the keenest and most alert is there demanded at any

moment and at all times, while the personal contact it affords with

all phases of human character is an education in itself in the ways of

the world, the foibles of mankind and the necessity for self-command

and decision of character. But when a youth, like Van Home,
possesses a splendid intellectual outfit and intuitive genius, his suc-

cess is assured. But so well did Mr. Van Home acquit himself that,

in 1872, he was offered and accepted the position of General Super-

intendent of the St. Louis, Kansas City and Northern Railway.

Two years afterwards, in 1874, he became General Manager of the

Southern Minnesota Railway, a line then in the hands of a Receiver,

and which he quickly extricated from its financial difficulties, extend-

ing and improving the property and converting it form a bankrupt to
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a most profitable concern. His success \v;is soon revvarded by liis

elevation to the presidency of the company. In 1878 he returned lo

the Chicag"o and Alton Railroad and accepted the position of General

Superintendent of the line, at the same time retainiiii^" the presidency

of the Southern Minnesota.

Two years later he was called to the position of Cieneral Superin-

tendent of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway, at that

time the most extensive Railway in the United States, with more

than five thousand miles of track in Iowa, Wisconsin, the Dakotas,

Minnesota and Missouri, and three hundred and sixteen miles in

Illinois, from Chicag'o west to the Mississippi and north into Wiscon-

sin. He entered upon the discharge of the onorous functions of this

important position on the first of January, 1880, only to relinquish

them on the following" year, when he was selected by the directors

ofthe Canadian Pacific Railway Company to take control, as General

Manager, of what was then projected and has since become the

greatest railway organization on earth.

In the autumn of 1881, Mr. \'an Home arrived at Winnipeg to

assume his new duties. The Railivay Journal, edited by Mr. Mott,

the present Librarian of McGill University, announcing his appoint-

ment, said :
— " Mr. Van Home, although, comparatively speaking, a

"young man, has had a large and varied experience in connection

" with railways. He is recognized among railway men as a man of

" wonderful power and shrewdness, and with such a thorough
" mastery ofthe details of railway work as to pre-eminently fit him
'' for the larger and more extensive sphere of labour which he has

" been called upon to occupy."

Soon the tremendous energy of the new manager became infused

throughout every department of the company's service. He lirst

made himself thoroughly acquainted with the plans and resources ot

the company and gave the proof of greatness in showing that he

knew how to select his lieutenants. He seemed to understand every

man's qualifications by intuitive perception and, like all great com-

manders, could place each one in the position he was best fitted to

occupy. He next turned his attention to the country which was tc^

be the future field of his labors.

At that time the Government had given out contracts for the con-

struction of the main line ofthe railway from Thunder Ba}- lo a point
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one hundred miles east of Winnipeg, along' the route which extended

hy way of Battleford towards Yellow Head Pass. The question of

route had given, I may observe, an immense amount of trouble and

had caused large expense in explorations and surveys. In a speech

on this subject in the House of Commons, March 31st, 1876, Hon.

Mr. Mackenzie gave a luminouss description of the several routes by

which it was proposed to reach the Pacific across the Rocky and

Cascade Mountains. The result of the explorations up to that time

went to confirm the opinion that there was no pass practicable for

railway purposes south of the Yellow Head. Farther north, where

the Rockies sink into the great plateau of the Peace River country,

the shortest and, perhaps, the best route of all was to be found, but

it was too far north. Westward from Yellow Head Pass, however,

there was several alternative routes, each of which had its advantages.

In time, I have no doubt, when the country becomes settled, these

routes will be utilized for railway purposes ; for the vast commerce

which must arise from the future great cities, teeming agriculture and

incalculable mineral resources of the Canadian North-West, will re-

quire many railways to give an outlet thereof to the Pacific Ocean.

When that time comes the great city of the north will probably arise

in the neighborhood of Dean Inlet.

But the location of the railway so far north, at the period of which

I am writing, would not suit the people of British Columbia. To
them, located as they were at the southern extremity of the Province,

principally on Vancouver Island and adjacent to the mouth of the

Fraser River on the mainland, it appeared of no more value than a

railway to to the moon. Mr. Mackenzie therefore determined upon

the route across the plains to Yellow Head Pass, thence down the

valley of the Fraser River to Barrard Inlet, No change in this route

had been attempted by the Macdonald Government.

A glance at the map will show that the route mentioned described

a great " circumbendibus", which involved not only stupendous cost

for construction, but also an excessive and unnecessary length of

haul across the mountains. The line across the plains to the north of

the Saskatchewan would also cost more for construction on account

of the numerous and deep valleys that would have to be traversed.

In order to avoid these obstacles and disadvantages the company ap-

plied its energies to tlie discovery, if such were possible, of a more
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southern pass throuii:"h the mountains. Such was the situation when Mr.

\'an Horn assumed the manag^ement of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

The search for a passage throug^h the Rocky Mountains, which

would cut off the g'reat loop before mentioned, resulted in the dis-

covery of a feasible route by way of Kicking" Horse Pass. The

changfe was decided upon, and the fact announced to Parliament by

Sir Charles Tupper in the session of 1882.

Thenceforth the construction of the railway was pushed to com-

pletion with an energy and rapidity that astonished the world.

Nothing like it was ever seen before, even in the United States, the

land of gigantic enterprises. The stupendous obstacles I have already

described disappeared like the fabled terrors of a fairy tale before the

irrisistable advance of the raihvav, directed by the indomitable will of

a man in whose bright lexicon there was no such word as fail.

The railway was still far from complete when it was subjected to

its first great trial on the breaking out oi the Halfbreed rebellion on

the Saskatchewan in 1885. Then it was that the capacity of Mr. \'an

Home and his subordinates was most severely tested. Unprepared

for such an emergency, they had to provide for the transport of troops

and supplies at the most difficult season of the year, when the ice was

breaking up, over a road but partially constructed, and through a

countrv which for most of the way would be complimented if described

as a howling wilderness. The expedition to Red River under General

Wolseley was a summer pic-nic in comparison to the expedition to the

Saskatchewan. But Mr. \'an Home was equal to the occasion. A
living embodiment of the Miltonic idea

—

" Zeal and duty are not slow
;

But on occasion's forelock watchful wait :

he conducted the troops and the supplies to their destination, and the

fame the railway obtained from the manner in which the duty had

been performed gave it a standing in the estimation of the world

which redounded infinitely to its credit and to the reputation of its

managers. As a feat of military transportation, it was, in view of the

fragmentary condition of the raihvav and the unfavourable season of

the year, (late winter), so remarkable as to excite the surprise and

curiosity of the leading military authorities of Europe.

The storv of the subsequent progress of the road westward de-

serves a place in the fairy tales of science. When Crowfoot, the
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old chief of the Blackfeet Indians, surrounded b} his braves, heard

the shriek of the locomotive, "That," he exclaimed, "is the death

song^ of the Indian !

In advance of the time fixed by Parliament the road was completed.

The glorious dream of a Canadian transcontinental railway was
realized, and from that day to this the company has gone on, success

attending" all its operations, till now its arms stretch from Montreal

eastward to shores of Europe and westward to India's coral strand,

grasping" two-thirds of the surface of the globe, and revealing to the

strained imagination a future as far beyond estimation as are the

coming triumphs and glories of civilization.

The last rail was laid in the transcontinental line ot~ railway fiftv-

four months after the work of construction was commenced by the

Company, and in much less than half the time required by the con-

tract between the Government and the Company. The system built

up by the Company during- the eleven years of its existence embraces

9.000 miles of railway, extending almost everywhere in the Dominion

of Canada and through the States of Maine, Michigan, .Wisconsin,

Minnesota, and Dakota, and its steamship lines reach to China and

Japan. The soul of this wonderfnl organization, the man whose

spirit animates its activities and imparts a character of absolute busi-

ness perfection to all its ramifications, who even in his dreams may
be said to work out its future still more wonderful destinv, is Mr.

Van Home, who, from a poor boy, has risen to the proud eminence

he occupies by the sheer force of genius.

Upon the retirement of Mr. Duncan Mclntyre from the \'ice-

Presidency of the Company, Mr. Van Home was elected to that

office, and on the retirement of Lord Mount Stephen he became

President, and has continued since that time to fulfil the duties of

President and General Manager.

How shall I describe him ? Knowing as I do, the horror ne

entertains for what he himself described as "ante-mortem obituaries,"

I feel the extreme delicacy of the task. The description which he

gave of himself as "a plain business man," which I have already

quoted, may be accurate enough in one sense, but it lacks that am-

plitude required in a biographical sketch. A business man he certainly

is, but he towers above other business men, as Mont Blanc towers

above the lesser Alps.
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" There is nothiiii,'- in my life,' he said to me once, '• but hard

work as long' as I can remember."'

Here we have the secret of his success. A great philosopher has

said that g-enius is nothing" more than the capacity for work, and

W. C. Van Home is a living demonstration of the truth of the saying.

It was by work, honestly and faithfully performed that he first won

recognition. Unlike many youths and young men who cherish ofty

ambitions, but forget that it is only by patient toil and attention to

duty that anything worth having in this world is to be obtained, he

fitted himself for promotion by the thoroughness o( his work. Much,

of course, must be conceded to his natural ability, but, like John

Stuart Mill, he disclaims the idea of personal superiority of endow-

ments, and thinks any man with ordinary gifts could do as well, if

he would apply himself. Such modesty of self-estimation is often a

characteristic of great men, for, as Hazlitt has observed, no really

great man ever thought himself great. If, however, as Mencius says,

the great man is he who does not lose his child's heart, then is the

man whose career we are considering most worthy ot being called

great.

The railway business, however, is one which calls into activity

the utmost powers of intellectual application to affairs that touch and

have a bearing on every one. Indeed, it may be said that the busi-

ness, pleasure welfare and convenience, even the comfort and happi-

ness of everybody depends largely on tlie organized wisdom with

which the railways are conducted. The railways have become so

much a part of daily lite, that people do not pause to consider bow

much they are indebted to them. But they realize this when some

unforeseen disaster interrupts the usual current of traffic. Besides

the labour incident to the management of this vastly complicated

business, the railway managers must be prepared for war on all sides

and at all times. I use the word war advisedly, or in competition

with each other it is war, and not infrequently war to the knite. At

the same time they must be on their guard against frauds of all kinds

from without and within. As a consequence a whole system ot dis-

tinctively Railway legal practice has come into existence.

When a railway has been established for a long time all the details

of its organization arc reduced to precise system, and it is compara-

tively easy for man of experience in railway management to take
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hold of it. Far different was the condition of the Canadian Pacific

Railway when Mr. Van Home assumed the position of (ieneral

Manag"er.

He had to determine the route for a considerable portion of the

line, watch over its construction, org-anize all its departments, choose
the men who should preside over them, and, in fact create the whole
system and put it into working order. The manner in which he per-

formed this herculean task, and the splendid success which has at-

tended the road from the day he became connected with it, are monu-
mental proofs of his greatness.

Although Mr. Van Home has led a busy career all his life, and
devoted himself always with unwearying assiduity to his exacting-

duties, he has found time, nevertheless, to richly store his mind with

liberal knowledge. He is widely and deeply read in literature, has

studied history profoundly. As a scientist he would undoubtedly

have made a distinguished reputation, had he devoted his splendid

talents to such pursuits as those which aim at making the forces of

nature subservient to the welfare of mankind. Endowed with extra-

ordinary intellectual penetration, and a most retentive memorv, what
he once reads, or observes, he never forgets. In electrical science he

is expert, and as engineer he could take rank with the ablest men in

the profession ; and as an artist, a landscape painter, he excels.

This last is his chief recreation. He loves art for art's own sake.

His pictures not only show a mastery of the mysteries of colour, but

also an insight into nature and an intimacy with her manifestations,

which only a mind and heart deeply imbued with love of the grand

and the beautiful could acquire.

His home on Sherbrooke street, Montreal, one of the finest man-
sions in that city of merchant princes, is filled with treasures of art,

works of old masters worth a king's ransom, and many notable

achievements by the hands of later celebraties, adorn the walls.

Here also are collected many exquisite specimens of English, Dutch,

French, Italian, Spanish, Persian, Chinese, and Japanese art, not only

in painting, but in sculpture, bronzes, china and tapestrv, with an-

tique vases and pillars rescued from the ruins of ancient cities.

Everything that wealth, guided by consummate good taste, could

command he has gathered about him. Here he is always accessible

to visitors when not absent from the city on railway business, and a
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more charmini^ host it would be impossible to imagine. Simple, ex-

tremely modest and sing-ularly winning in his manner, he makes one

feel at ease in a moment, Simplicity, directness, sincerity, absence

of all pretension, eagerness to please and be pleased, are his special

characteristics. But occasionally in conversation he reveals, ap-

parently without being aware of it, those profounder depths of his

nature which the observer can readily perceive are concealed under

his unassuming exterior. Mr. \'an Home was married in 1867 to

Lucy Adaline Hurd, a lady of great sweetness and dignity of char-

acter, and has two children—a son and a daughter.

From what I have written, it will be perceived that a character as

nobly endowed with the qualities which command success, and

which, judging from a career that has been an apotheosis of labor

wisely directed towards the accomplishment of great and worthy ob-

jects, must be animated by the truest philosophy. This is, indeed,

the fact. He seems to have grasped the meaning of life in all its

significance, and no one can come in contact with him and not be

profoundly impressed with his all-compelling mental force and

acumen. In business he is all business. In private life he Is the

most genial companion, the kindliest and most gentle of men. He
has not been spoiled by success, and his faults, whatever they mav
be, spring from the inherent necessities of the man's nature, whicli

moves, like one of his own locomotives, with irresistable force, pre-

cision and swiftness to its destination.

CARROr.I. RYAN.

Montreal, November 19th, 1892.



'?^



x6"^ *^— '">^^—^ f^^^

V—v^— ^

trs.j ^ H » V -^/e_





POPTJIvAR KDIT^ION
AT 15 CENTS PER SERIES 4%

MEN OF THE DAY
A CANADIAN PORTRAIT GALLERY

T w^enty-thipd Series :

L R. MASSON
by A. D. DeCelles

Twenty-foupth Seples :

CHARLES H. TUPPER
by J. Casteli, Hopkins

EDITED BY

LOUIS-H. TACHE
P.O. Box No. 1579, Montreal

I PUBLISHERS :

Sr(^ Th« Montreal Paper Mills Company (^ji

588 Craig Street, Montreal. _

12





MEN OF THE DAY



:^'

L. R. MASSON



Men of the Day. 23rd Series.

L. R. MASSON

The first thing that strikes one in studying- the grand political

organization of parties in England, is the ever important role played

by the nobility. Whichever side is in power, is sure to count in its

ranks dukes, counts and earls. Even to-day, despite the resistless

march of democratic ideas, we behold Gladstone surrounded by Lords

Kimberly, Roseberry, Ripon, Houghton and many others. The

English aristocracy look upon it as a matter of honour to take an

active part in the government of their country and, in obedience to

family traditions, regard it as a duty to imbue their children with the

same principle. Such a spirit is admirable and might be followed by

other nations, less fortunately placed, with immense advantage. It

is impossible to overestimate the good results that accrue to a nation

whose affairs are administered by its most distinguished citizens—by
the descendants of noble houses, whose high personality and here-

ditary influence dignify political life and consolidate the good govern-

ment of a country. To these exceptional causes does Great Britain

owe her prestige and power. The life of a politician is beset by

countless difficulties. He may be shipwrecked at any moment in

health and fortune. I here speak of public men in the ordinary walks

of life. Vastly different from these are such men as are our Salis-

burys and Hartingtons, w^hose exalted station and wealth place them

beyond the reach of the petty vexations and miseries known to hum-

bler and less fortunate individuals. Happily, want of fortune with us

does not prevent a man from embarking in affairs of state. Yet, the

possession of this world's goods creates confidence and a spirit of In-

dependence, and places one's acts above suspicion, more especially,

when we find affluent means combined with high culture and rare in-

telligence, as in the case of the subject of this sketch. The Hon.

Louis Rodrisfue Masson was at one time Minister of the Crown,
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Lieutenant-Governor of the Provinceof Quebec and is now a Federal

Senator. To the manor born like the offspring- of England's gifted

aristocracy, he stood in the front rank of statesmen and was destined

to play a most conspicuous part in the political annals of his country,

liad not his failing health compelled him to forego the bright career

that stood invitingly open before him.

True statesmanship requires patient training ; self-conceit is liable

to overlook this important fact. In the lower order of things Eng-

lishmen divide labor into two classes,—skilled and unskilled. They
distinguish between the work done by educated mechanics and mere

manual drudgery. The same distinctions exist in the world of

politics. Some fancy they are born leaders of men because they keep

themselves posted on public events from the perusal of newspaper

articles. Others fit themselves for so responsible a position by long

and careful study, supplemented by close observation and experience.

The latter are the only true guides of the people,—are alone capable

of formulating and consummating a wise line of policy at critical

junctures and of fostering the common prosperity.

To this enlightened school of political leaders does Mr. Masson

belong,—the school of Lafontaine and Cartier, those bright intellects

who so well mastered the complex problems of our social require-

ments.

Immediately on quitting college, he began with vigour the battle

of life, dashing into the lists where a phalanx of famous jousters were

already the " cynosure of all eyes,"—where our Cartiers, Dorions,

Lorangers, Cauchons, Chauveaus, and Laberges were winning en-

during fame. However, he declined for the present to engage in

active politics. He wisely resolved to see more of the world before

meddling with state affairs,—to enlarge his knowledge of the institu-

tions of his own country by contrasting them with those to be found

abroad. Consequently, in company with the abhe Desaulniers, he

travelled all over Europe. He must certainly have greatly benefited

from his intimacy with a companion, so eminent as a philosopher and

man of letters,—at the fountains of whose wisdom and science some

of our most distinguished statesmen and judicial magnates replenish-

ed their youthful tapers. France, Italy, Spain were visited in turn,

each challenging the admiration of our tourists. But hov/ must the

abbe have enchanted his youthful friend, as he expatiated on the
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grandeur and glory of continental history, in presence of its hoary

monuments,—amidst scenes that conjured up thrilling memories of

Charles I. at Whitehall, of Louis XVI. at Versailles and the Tulieries,

and of Charles V. in the halls of the Escurial !

It was certainly a trip conducive both of pleasure and study. Mr.

Masson took copious notes wherever he went. The few fragmentary

passages taken from the narrative of his travels as published in the

Revue Canadienne for 1868, make us regret that M. Masson has

chosen to withhold from publication his observations in full. The

reader, no doubt, will share in our disappointment, when he peruses

the following spicy account of a bull fight at Madrid,—the first time

such a scene was depicted by the pen of a French Canadian :

" The arena where these exhibitions are held presents nothing

" remarkable to the eye. It is a vast rotunda, with seats fashioned

" in a circle and rising tier above tier, in the style of the ancient am-

" phitheatres, and calcu lated to accommodate about 15.000 spec-

" tators.

<' Within this enclosure take place those famous bull fights, relics

" of barbarism, introduced into Spain by the early Romans and called

" bv the old chroniclers '' Panem ei Circences" This passtime is

" more than a passion,— it is second nature. It has attractions for

'< all, for the Queen on her throne, and the mendicant in his hut
;

" for the savage and truculent nature, as well as for the delicate

" senora fresh from her convent home. Far from recoiling from the

'• brutal spectacle with just terror and indignation, they hail it with

" shouts of joy and approval. High-born dames are the first to give

" the sio-nal for applause by waving aloft their scented handkerchiefs,

" a movement which always evokes thunders of vivas prolonged and

" repeated.

"The doors are flung open at last and the impatient, surging

" mob, rush forward, crushing and trampling each other down in

" their mad haste to secure those seats that command the best view

" of the box where the signal is given for the combat to begin. The

" crowd is not kept long waiting. A dainty little gloved and per-

" fumed hand gives the sign for the bloody struggle to commence.

" On the instant, through a small opening into the ring, dashes a

" furious bull, with short, but stout and pointed horns. The sudden

•" glare of light and the deafening noises seem to discompose the
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" brute ; but he instantly recovers from the distraction, and with

" head down makes straight for his adversary and victim.

"A picador, mounted on an old nag, here makes a feint at the

'* enraged beast with his lance. The latter accepts the challenge

—

*' lashes his flanks with his long tail, tears up the earth with his horns
'* and precipitates himself on the foe. It not unfrequently happens
" that horse and rider bite the dust at the first onset. It is then that

" all the dexterity, coolness, and agility of the banderilleros are needed

" to extricate the helpless picador from his perilous position and to

" distract the attention of the infuriated animal from his prostrate

" body, whilst the luckless horse is quickly disembowelled. A couple

" more, perhaps, share the same fate. Then are heard loud accla-

" mations of joy and astounding noises of every kind. " Bravo,

—

" bravo toro !" are shouted by countless throats. It may be that all

" this time the poor unhorsed picador is suffering intensely from a

'* broken limb, and momentarily exposed to the same fate as the beast

" he bestrode. But who cares ! He is replaced, as one bull hors de

" combat is replaced by another.

"The Spaniards treat with great severity any infractions of fair

" play noticed on the part of the toreadors in these contests. Should

" one of them take any undue advantage of his bovine adversary,

" by attacking him from behind or by surprise, he is stormed with

" hisses, or, if seen on the streets, stoned by the mob. It were better

" he had come off with a broken arm or leg or even run the risk of

" being impaled by his formidable opponent in the ring.

"Accidents rarely happen, but, as a means of precaution, a chap-

" lain and a doctor are always on hand,—the latter, with a full supply

" of lints, bandages, instruments, etc. . One of the natives who was
" seated beside me could not understand the repugnance shown by
" strangers forthe national sport. " It is," said he, " far from being

" as revolting as slugging matches in England or the obscene exhibi-

" tions presented in Paris." He may have been right, but as I had
" not the advantage to be versed in aught that related to boxing or

" cock-fighting, I remained silent and left, with a heavy heart, a

spectacle which I vowed never more to look upon.

"There is something in the sight of blood revolting to human
" nature, and how a Christian people can delight in it is beyond com-

prehension. Yet, we must not overdraw the picture or indulge in
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' exaggferated diatribes at the expense of the land of the Cid. The
' passion that Spaniards betrav for the cruel amusement I have just

' outlined is only another of those mysterious springs of human
' action that defy investigation. Let us be satisfied with what
' Balmes, the great Catholic writer of contemporary Spain, has to

' say in explaining this trait in his countrymen which, though deplor-

' ing it, he is candid enough to admit without any attempt at pallia-

' lion."

These notes of travel are written in a flowing, easy style, free

from those conceits and platitudes common in recitals of the kind.

They are replete with apposite reflections and convince us that,

although Mr. Masson is an ardent admirer of Europe and its institu-

tions, he does not allow his sympathies to blind him to what is

excellent and laudable at home. His fine tastes and intuitive discern-

ment, enable him to judge between the false and the true, between

sterling gold and penchback.

It is now an accepted fact that the science of law is the basis of

political science. This pretension is upheld by the ever-increasing

number of lawyers found in every government. It is the lawyer's

eloquence that leads democracies, although it is not always the most

frequent speaker, or ablest, that is most noted for action or wisdom.

It was for this reason that Mr. Masson, who always kept in view the

possibility of entering public life, studied for the Bar and was admitted

to the legal profession in 1859. But as he had no desire to practice,

he decided to find occupation by dedicating his time to military exer-

cises. He donned the uniform of a soldier, and, in due course, was
gazetted Brigade-Major, having passed through all the intervening

grades. His zeal for the service and his activity in furthering its

interests put the militia on a firm footing. By force of example and
precept, he was the means of gathering round him a number of young
men of means and leisure, whom he inoculated with his own ardour

and enthusiasm for the noble calling of arms, so much so, that the

sword and shako became the badge of fashion for our juvenile elite.

Xor was it his desire to confine his exploits to the mere parade

ground ; on two different occasions, he was called to the frontiers to

defend his country against Fenian invasion and responded with

alacrity to the summons.
From habit, Mr. Masson has preserved a military bearing. Tall
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and well built, with his head well set between a pair of massive

shoulders, nature seemed to equip him for command not only in the

camp, but in the Cabinet as well.

The entry of Mr. Masson into public life began early in 1867.

The union of the different provinces of Canada had just been pro-

claimed. With a parliament at Ottawa and another at Quebec,

Cartier was not slow to perceive that he would need the services of

new allies to enable him to cope with the difficulties of his position.

He selected Mr. Masson as one of his auxiliaries and induced him to

accept the seat for Terrebonne which was offered to him by the elec-

tors. At the same time, he prevailed upon M. Chauveau, then

Superintendent of Education for Quebec, to organize a government

for the province.

In tlie elections which took place in 1867, Terrebonne returned

Messrs. Masson and Chapleau, both destined to become Federal

Ministers, both to be appointed later on Lieutenant-Governors, thus

giving color to the tradition that this county is ever to be represented

by the most eminent men of the country.

Mr. Masson soon signalized himself in the House and was always

consulted by Cartier whenever any important movement or measure

was contemplated. He was held in the highest esteem by everybody.

His magnetic personality, lofty bearing, and grand intellect made
him a power in the eyes of the members from one end of the Domin-

ion to the other. It is such men as this that are best fitted, under

our complex political and social conditions, to render their country

the best services. Racial and religious commotions sometimes arise,

which have to be met and smoothed over.

What deep-rooted prejudices, harbored by the people of Ontario,

have been dissipated, when intercourse with French-Canadians,

showed how intelligent the latter were, how cosmopolite in their

views. And no single individual did more to bring about a friendly

feeling between theFrench and English than the worthy subject of

this sketch. No doubt, troubles have arisen that he could not lay,

such as the vexed question of the New-Brunswick schools ; but the

fault cannot be laid at his door. In 1871, consequently, despite his

cordial relations with Cartier, he did not hesitate to throw off his

allegiance to chief and party, when the school agitation was first

taken up. For five years he championed this cause with all the
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powers of his eloquence, backed by all his personal influence ;
and it

was only at the instance of the people most immediately interested,

of the citizens of \ew-Brunswick and their bishop, who submitted

the matter for adjudication to the Courts, that he desisted from the

strug-o-le. The fig-ht was long and stubborn, especially in the pro-

vince of Quebec, where all such burning questions are sure to excite

the deepest emotions. Cartier's lukewarmness brought about his

defeat shortly afterwards.

From 1869 to 1873, ^^^- Masson took so active and prominent a

part in the discussion before the House, that Sir John A. Macdonald,

on the demise of Cartier, in 1873, offered him a seat in the Privy

Council. He had sufficient moral backbone to refuse the honour,

owino- to the attitude of the Government on the School question,

which he considered reprehensible.

It was during and after the session of 1874. that the member for

Terrebonne betrayed the full force of his eloquence and the bound-

lessness of his resources. There is more scope for the display of

talent and ability in fighting on the opposition benches than is found

to the right of the Speaker. Here party discipline, requires that the

nature and complexion of the debate should be left to the leaders,

who, naturally, are regarded as the mouth-pieces of the Government,

responsible for its measures and the line of defence to be adopted

when attacked. Her Majesty's " loyal opposition," on the contrary,

know no such constraints; each man carries a free lance and is happy

in the thought that, in whatever he says or does, he can compromise

nobody but himself. Mr. Masson seemed to be in his element and

seldom missed an opportunity to put himself on record on every not-

able occasion. It was during the Mackenzie regime, when the House

was busy over the debate upon the construction of the Canadian

Pacific, that he showed his intimate knowledge of the wants and

requirements of our people as opposed to our neighbours to the South

of us. When taunted on the floor of the House with endorsing Car-

tier's policy, which tended to make the Canadian Pacific Railway

subsidiary to the Sault-Sainte-Marie and other American lines, his

reply, so logical and forcible, overwhelmed his adversaries with

confusion.

It was about this time that Parliament was called upon to decide

a question of paramount importance to Canada. From 1874 to 1878.
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the country suffered from an unprecedented depression, affecting its

commercial and agricultural existence. All sorts of remedies were

suggested. Some, Micawber-like, thought it best to wait and see

what would "turnup!" Others, on the contrary, wanted imme-

diate action taken, advocating the construction of a moderate tariff

wall between Canada and the United States, which would at once

protect our struggling industries and prevent the Americans from

making our country a slaughter market for their goods. The latter

idea tended to revolutionize the politics of the nation, hitherto based

on free trade principles. John A. Macdonald, Cartier, Cauchon, and

Gait were free traders. But the principles that underlie political

economy are not absolutely fixed, as facts are more convincing argu-

ments than the theories propounded by either Mill or Bastial. Mr.

Masson was opposed to free trade and in favour of protecting our

nascent manufactures. The result is now matter of history. The

Mackenzie Government was snowed under in the elections of 1878

and Sir John A. Macdonald was entrusted with the formation of

a new Cabinet. M. Masson was in Europe at the time, and it was

only on his return and with his approbation that Sir John selected his

Ministers for the province of Quebec. Mr. Masson was given the

portfolio of Militia, which his health compelled him, the subsequent

year, to resign for the presidency of the Council. The new Ministry

was formed in Montreal. So soon as it was known that Mr. Masson

belonged to it, he was given a public ovation that testified, from its

spontaneity and magnificence, to the high character which he bore

with the people. His journey to Terrebonne was a triumphal march.

Arrived at St-Vincent-de-Paul, he made a speech replete with the

most important declarations. To a certain extent, it was an official

utterance, the first that outlined the policy of the new administration.

On the same occasion, he touched upon another very delicate sub-

ject, the Letellier cozip dEtat. In adhering to his preconceived

notions of the right and wrong on this question, he was subsequently

beset by numberless vexations. We know how this untoward event

terminated. During the session of 1878, Mr. Letellier was impeached

and condemned, the result, of course, depriving him of his position as

Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec. But two months were allowed to

elapse and still Mr. Letellierremained in Spencer Wood. This unac-

countable delay on the part of the Federal Government provoked the
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friends of the party. It was rumoured that the Governor-General

had referred the matter to the Home authorities to pass upon. The

Canadian Members of the House were in a ferment of excitement,

and went so far as to accuse Sir John A. Macdonald and Mr. Masson

of treason,—of acting in collusion with Lord Lome. Mr. Ouimet, in

the middle of the discussion on the tariff bill, alluded to Lord Lome's

conduct and demanded if this country was ruled by a responsible

government or not ? The juncture was critical indeed.

As it was Mr. Masson who had undertaken to have the Letellier

embroglio settled to the satisfaction of the malcontents, he naturally

came in for most of the blows struck. He stood his ground like a

man, however, and continued to throw oil on the troubled waters.

He had not long to wait to be avenged of the innuendoes and obliqury

sought to be heaped upon him at this time. For Lord Lome soon

received orders from the Colonial Office to dismiss Letellier.

This was the most disagreeable episode in Mr. Masson's

experience.

The settlement of the Canadian Pacific Railway scheme in accord-

ance with the views which he upheld when acting as one of the lead-

ers of the opposition, and the adjustment of the tariff afforded him a

moderate share of occupation. In 1884, the malady which he had

been suffering from for some years induced his physicians to advise

him to seek repose from the affairs of state. In persuance of this

advice, he placed his resignation in the hands of Sir John A. Mac-

donald. His resignation was universally regretted. A life of inac-

tivity, we are told, is rksome to one who has once held the reins of

power. We are not aware, however, that Mr. Masson suffered much
in this respect. His love of study reconciled him to his altered sur-

roundings, every moment that he could snatch from his bodily

ailments being spent in his history of the Bourgeois dii Nord-Oiiest.

The merits of this superb work, if anything can, are such as to

recompense the public for his loss to the country as a Statesman.

Whosoever would write a thorough narrative of the early settlement

of Manitoba and the North-West Territories will be indebted to the

enlightened lucubrations of Mr. Masson in this useful field of

research. No one could better explain than he the beginning and

organization of the great North-West Company that held so conspic-

uous a place in Montreal during the first twenty years of this century.
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In his pages stand out in bold relief the hardy pioneers of this distant

settlement, commonly called " Nor' Westers," whom no obstacles, no

dangers could daunt. The energetic race of our MacKenzies, our

Frobishers, our MacTavishes is there still to be found. Side by side

with the bozirgeois, their valued auxiliaries, are to be seen our French

Canadian voyageurs, the arm of all enterprises as much as their

patrons were the soul.

In compiling the history of the North-West and its discovery
;

in guiding our footsteps through the wilderness traversed by de la

Veranderye, Mr. Masson establishes this fact, little known, that the

missionary companions of the intrepid discoverer had founded pros-

perous colonies throughout this far-off region. These settlements

disappeared with the advent of the English.

Mr. Masson has scarcely a peer amongst us, as regards his know-

ledge of the general history of the country. This special study has

induced him to form a library where the rarest works may be found.

Judge Baby in Montreal, the abbe Verrault, and Mr. Cyrille Tessier

in Quebec, are the only three who possess any such collection of books

as belong to Mr. Masson. The private correspondence of Mr. Alex-

ander and of Mr. Roderick Mackenzie, written in the palmy days of

the Company, is the choicest gem in the Terrebonne library.

Historian and botanist, Mr. Masson found congenial occupation

enough to wean his mind from the cares of political strife. Besides,

he has alternately filled the posts of Senator, Lieutenant-Governor,

and again Senator since he withdrew from the Federal Ministry.

In conclusion, it maybe remarked that Mr. Masson owes his supe-

rior qualities of head and heart to his family, to his father, whose

great success in the world of commerce amassed a very large fortune.

It was he who founded the house of "Thomas, Boyer & Masson,"

afterwards, "Thomas & Thibaudeau." Whilst looking through cer-

tain papers placed at our disposal for biographical purposes, we came

across some letters written by Mr. Masson, Sr., which bespeak deep

thought and varied information. He died, while yet quite young,

leaving behind an assured reputation for brilliancy of parts and politi-

cal talents of no common order. The Seignenrie Masson is a name

long synonomous for inexhaustible charity.

For some time back, Mr. Masson's health has continued to

improve ; let us hope that he will soon be suflficiently recuperated
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to be able to enter public life once more. He is one of the very few

choice spirits who embellish the soil of Canada. As in a forest laid

waste, giant oaks are found scattered few and far between, so is it in

thcfield of political warfare, where the number of the intellectually

g-reat grows thinner and thinner. May it please Providence to spare

to our people such gifted and enlightened leaders to guide them on

the way to happiness and prosperity I

A. D. De CELLES.

Ottawa, December, 1892.

(Translated by W. O. Farmer, B.C.L..)
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CHARLES H. TUPPER

Charles Hibbert Tupper commenced life and political labours

under the most favourable circumstances, and with all those sur-

roundings which apparently conduce to success. He holds, to-day,

the rare position of a young man who is acknowledged to rank high

amongst the political leaders of his country, yet whose bitterest op-

ponents are compelled to admit that his reputation is due to inherent

ability, industry, and integrity, and not to the fortunate situation in

which birth and fortune seemed to have placed him. We often hear

of "birth's invidious bar" and in reality, although the phrase is

generally applied otherwise, the difficulties to be surmounted by the

clever and ambitious son of a man who commands national attention

are far greater than a superficial observer would perhaps admit.

Jealousy in such a case is eager to claim that position as the product

of a parent's power ; detraction points to youth as an evidence of

undue promotion ; envy is prone to see evidences of incapacity in

every action ; and the world at large is far more critical in its judge-

ment and more liable to withhold its praise than if the object had been

surrounded by no adventitious aids from the cradle to the Cabinet.

That the son of one of Canada's greatest public men should have

already succeeded in impressing his personality upon Canadian

history and his influence upon Canadian politics, is in itself no small

indication of marked ability.

Born at Amherst, N. S., on August 3rd, 1855, the second son, it

is hardly necessary to say, of Sir Charles Tupper, Bart., G. C. M. G.,

C.B.,now Canadian High Commissioner in England, Charles Hibbert

Tupper was educated atMcGill and Harvard Universities, graduating

as a L. L. B.. In September, 1879, he married Janet, daughter of

Hon. James McDonald, Chief Justice of Nova-Scotia ; in the previous

year had been called to the Bar, and in 1882 was returned to Parlia-
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ment for the Constituency of Pictou, N. S., at the general election of

that year. In 1887 and in 1891, Mr. Tupper was returned by largely

increased majorities and now seems to hold firmly an once doubtful

seat. When the youthful member took his place in the Canadian

House of Commons, it was a period of great national prosperity and

great Conservative power. The country was just upon the wave of

good times which had been created in so pronounced a degree by the

National Policy of 1879. Sir Leonard Tilley at that time was able to

describe, and with a truthfulness which his political opponents hardly

appreciated, the hum of the mills and factories newly established all

over the land. Labour was remunerative once more
;

population

was increasing ; cities expanding ; good crops the order of the day

and for the time being prices of farm products were fairly good. Sir

John Macdonald was the idol of his party, as indeed he has always

been in a greater or less degree and in 1884 reached the acme of

popularity during those great celebrations which marked in Toronto

and Montreal the completion of his forty years of public life and the

bestowal of the Grand Cross of the Bath by a grateful and appreci-

ative Sovereign. It was in some ways an opportune moment to

enter upon public life, but to a young man the road to success would

not perhaps appear to be any more easy because his party seemed

entrenched in power and the influence of his leader almost autocratic

in its strength.

When therefore the new member for Pictou stood up in the House

of Commons, upon the 9th of February, 1883, to move the Address,

considerable interest and curiosity was felt regarding this very youth-

ful looking son of a distinguished sire. Sir Charles Tupper was

then Minister of Railways and Canals and had been expending his

well-known energy and force of character upon the creation of the

great railway with which Canadian character and progress are so

thoroughly and honourably identified. To those who appreciate the

difficulties of a first eff'ort in such a body as our House of Commons,

the presence of his father in an audience which can be very critical

upon occasion, would hardly be considered in this case an aid to suc-

cess. But Mr. Tupper made a speech which was very generally

pronounced a striking proof of debating ability. The speaker was

able to point out that our revenue and population had increased since

Confederation in far greater proportion than in the United States
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after separation from Great Britain ; that we had " passed from the

Colonial stage and become an integral part of the British Empire ;"

that over $10,000,000 of hard cash had been taken into the North-

West by immigrants during 1882 ; that the wonderful growth of

trade between Manitoba and the Eastern Provinces had been caused

by the partial completion of the Canadian Pacific Railway and

would, of course, be immensely developed by its final terminus at

Vancouver ; that Winnipeg assessments had sprung up from

$3,000,000 in 1879 to $30,000,000 in 1882 ; and that our trade had

increased $49,000,000 since the Government took office. Such a

picture was a pleasant one for a young speaker to dilate upon and

Mr. Tupper made the most of it. In the remarks with which he

followed as Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Blake was very compli-

mentary:
" He might say that he rejoiced to welcome, in his presence in this

House, a man who though young in years gave promise of making

his mark in the House and in the country at some future day."

Sir John Macdonald was not less pleasant in what he said during

the course of the debate :

" It must have been gratifying to the House, it must have been

especially gratifying to my colleague and friend the Minister of Rail-

ways, as it was to myself and the whole Conservative party, to see

his son taking at once a position in this Chamber."

More from the Premier would have been out of place ; what he did

say, followed by subsequent action, was praise indeed. Curiously

enough, Mr. Tupper's father-in-law, Hon. James McDonald, and our

present Prime Minister, also obtained influence in the House by a

single speech. Mr. McDonald's celebrated speech was made in 1878;

Sir John Thompson's was delivered upon a memorable occasion and

in reply to Mr. Blake's famous defence of Louis Riel. Placed now
fairly upon the path of success, the young politician might well

inquire, what of the future ? Like other youthful aspirants to politi-

cal fame and power in other ages and in other lands, he occupied the

position described by Mr. Disraeli in " Coningsby'" with such

eloquence and effect :

" They stand on the threshold of public life. What will be their

fate ? Will they maintain in august assemblies and high places the

great truths which they have embraced ; or will their courage
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exhaust itself in the struggle, their generous impulses yield to the

tawdry temptations of a low ambition ; or will they remain brave

and true, refuse to bow before shadows and worship phrases ; sensible

of the greatness of their position, recognize the greatness of their

duties, denounce to a perplexed and disheartened world the frigid

theories of a generalizing age ?'

Mr. Charles H. Tupper did his duty well and faithfully in the

House ; he appears to have fully apprehended the dignities of public

life, the responsibilities of public position ; he was well known to have

never performed a political action in which there might be cause for

shame ; while his work for the party in the great Province of Nova

Scotia aided Sir Charles Tupper materially in maintaining that won-

derful influence which he seems to have in the hearts and politics

of the Maritime Provinces generally. It was natural that the young

politician should take great interest in the Maritime affairs of the

Dominion ; that he should study deeply the fisheries and fishing in-

dustries of the Lower Provinces , and that the House should soon

come to recognize him as an authority upon the subject, as one who

knew what he was talking about, and could hold his own with Liberals

like Davies, Jones, Burpee or Laird, whether in the House or upon

the stump. Hence, when he succeeded the Hon. James C. Pope,

Hon. A. W. McLelan and Hon. George E. Foster as Minister of

Marine and Fisheries in February, 1888, the public surprise was not

very great, the chief sentiment being one of hearty approval and

belief that he would prove an industrious, intelligent and well inform-

ed administrator. It was fitting that the appointment should be made

from the ranks of Maritime Provinces representatives. Not only had

the three Ministers who previously held the post in the existing

Government come from that natural nursery of seamen and students

of Maritime affairs, but Hon. Peter Mitchell, during Sir John A.

Macdonald's first Ministry, and Sir Albert J. Smith, during Mr. Mac-

kenzie's tenure of power, had both come from the same part of the

Dominion.

Mr. Tupper's youth was the one objection raised, and that not

very prominently. He was only thirty-three, but it must be remem-

bered that John A. Macdonald entered the Ministry of the Canadian

Provinces as they were then, when one year younger, and that Hon.

Wilfrid Laurier, at the age of 36, became a member of Mr. Mac-
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kenzie's Cabinet. It was at best an ephemeral criticism, and the Globe

practically punctured it, the morning: after he announced appointment,

by saying- :

" Instead of his youth being- against him, it is altogether in his

favour. Canada has too few young politicians in Parliament and still

fewer in positions where they may learn how to conduct public affairs.

"

In proceeding to point out that the young Minister would acquire

experience during a brief interval which would make him for the

balance of his political life a useful Parliamentary critic and member

of the future Conservative Opposition, the Liberal organ was, of

course, unintentionally funny. But it made amends for so very natu-

ral a wish in its final comments upon the appointment :

"It may be said that he has been advanced frimply because he is

'the son of his father,' but that would be scarcely fair. Though the

new Minister of Marine has not displayed any special eloquence,

originality or ability^ he has shown prudence, self-restraint, good

humour, and courage, if not inherited audacity. He is certainly the

ablest Tory member from Nova-Scotia. He is said to be a 'glutton

for work,' and that is very creditable to so young a man. We see

no reason why he should not become an efficient administrator of

the Fisheries Department, with the business of which he is, as a

Nova-Scotian, more or less familiar."

The Globe's opinion of Mr. Tupper's probable success as a minister

has been amply verified, but in passing, we might ask, if prudence,

self-restraint, courage, good humour, and industry do not constitute

"ability, " what its inherent characteristics are. In addition to these

admitted qualities, Mr. Tupper is eloquent, and, like his father, a

magnificent stump speaker. But of this later. The iT/«//, (February

13th 1888), which was then, as now, an Opposition organ, commented

very favourably upon Sir John Macdonald's selection of his new col-

league :

" Mr. C. H. Tupper begins public life very soon after beginning

professional life, with an excellent outfit for the career. A high per-

sonal character, a chivalrous disposition, much success as a student

and marked success as a lawyer, with a place as member for the loyal

County of Pictou (out of which nothing base ever comes)—-these are

young Mr. Tupper's fortunate belongings, and these he will use ably

and loyally for his party and his country."
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Aside, however, from the enconiums of the press, the expectations

of his friends, and the fears of those enemies whom every public man
must anticipate meeting sooner or later, Mr. Tupper proved a most

successful minister. Assuming- office at a delicate period in our in-

ternational relations, he devoted himself to his department and to the

difficult questions which have since been constantly springing up,

with more than praiseworthy diligence. Mr. Cleveland had recently

issued his curious Retaliation manifesto ; the Treaty negotiated with

infinite pains by Mr. Bayard, Secretary of State, the British minister

and Sir Charles Tupper had been unceremoniously rejected by the U.

S. Senate, and the American press and utterances of American poli-

ticians were filled with undisguised wrath over Canada having the

courage to fall back upon and resolutely enforce the Treaty of iCi8,

which the abrogation of the Treaty of Washington had brought into

renewed operation. The action of the Dominion under the circum-

stances, the policy of the Government, and the administration of the

Marine and Fisheries Department were all alike dignified, firm and

yet conciliatory. A modus vivendi was voluntarily offered by Canada

so as not to in any way injure the season's work of the Gloucester

fishermen ; but the wholesale claims of the American Government

were promptly rejected and the persistent efforts of American poach-

ers in our Atlantic fishing grounds resisted and finally checked by an

organised coast patrol service. It will be remembered how extra-

ordinary in their nature these claims were. Though the Treaty of

1818 expressly prohibited American vessels from fishing within the

three-miles limit of the coast and was very explicit regarding the

reasons for which foreign fishing vessels might seek a Canadian har-

bour—buying bait, transhipping fish, &c., being expressly excluded

from the rights conferred :—yet the American Government claimed

all these privileges, and their fishermen endeavoured to take them

forcibly or stealthily, as the case might be. The Minister of Marine

and Fisheries nipped this process in the bud, and the people of

Canada have every reason for congratulation in having had a vigour-

ous well-informed man in control of its maritime policy during this

trying period.

In no other department of our Government is a strong man and a

patriotic Canadian more required than in the one controlled for the

past four years by Hon. Charles H. Tupper. Knowledge of Cana-
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dian history to a most intimate deg^ree ; clear comprehension of all

the details of international law ; skill in that diplomatic warfare of

words and political fence which is necessary in a constant correspon-

dence and contest with the United States vid London, and often

direct ; all these are needed by a Canadian Minister of marine at the

present time. Probably he has the chief portion of Canada's foreign

policy to control. Tact and discernment are therefore as necessary

as is strength of character, and it is not too much, I think, to say

that in these qualities Mr. Tupper appears to be well equipped. The
American claims upon the Atlantic coast were practically laughed out

of court. The Treaty was enforced as regards the purchase of bait

and transhipment of catch and shipping of crews, and presumably

will be, so long as the United States maintains a heavy duty upon
Canadian fish. The other remarkable idea, that on the Canadian

shore the three-miles limit was to run according to the sinuosities of

the coast and not from headland to headland when both were Cana-
dian soil, was soon relegated to obscurity. Amongst other points

referred to in this discussion was the known fact that, in Delaware
Bay, Chesapeake Bay and other United States waters, the three-miles

limit was always reckoned, and enforced, from headland to headland.

The contention in the case of Behring Sea makes the position of the

United States on the Atlantic coast all the more extraordinary. But
such in too many cases is American consistency.

The next question of importance with which Mr. Tupper was
connected officially included the Behring Sea claims and the aggres-

sions of the United States in those waters. The problem was a most
complicated one so far as our friendly relations with the Republic

w^ere concerned, but most Canadians consider it to be extremely sim-

ple, if justice and inter-national friendliness were the only factors.

That these great waters should be treated as a closed American sea,

though when Russia owned the Alaskan shores the United States

violently protested against such a theory ; that American jurisdiction

extended hundreds of miles from the Coast on the Pacific, though
Canada was not entitled to a three-miles limit upon the Atlantic; that

the kilhng of seal in moderate numbers by Canadian fishermen upon
the waters of what they considered the ocean, was piracy and poach-

ing, but that the wholesale slaughter of the same animal off the

shores of Alaska by an American monopoly called the Alaskan Seal
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Company, was legitimate and not injurious ; that Lord Salisbury and

the British Government should continue the fiiodus vivendi indefin-

itely, by which Canadian sealers were precluded from carrying out

their occupation and Americans permitted to capture seals up to a

certain limit which they publicly and deliberately exceeded; that it

was very wrong of the British Government to maintain the rights of

Canada, to insist upon Arbitration and cessation of American seizures,

to refuse a continuation of the viodiis vivendi unless the American

Government consented to pay damages, should the arbitration go

against them ;—such were a few of the claims made and such a brief

outline of the policy of the United States In this matter.

The final result of the diplomatic struggle and of a long series of

American aggressions in the waters of Behring sea was the reference

of the chief points in dispute to a tribunal of arbitration in which

Canada, Great Britain and the United States are represented. Sir

John Thompson Is the Canadian arbitrator, and the Hon. Charles H.

Tupper is British agent, and has lately been some time abroad work-

ing up the details of the Canadian case. It was an excellent appoint-

ment and was so considered all over Canada. The questions to be

submitted to the International Tribunal for decision : the basis upon

which Mr. Tupper will have to work and, it is to be hoped, build a

structure of triumph for Canada and Increased reputation for himself,

is found In this following outline :

1. What exclusive jurisdiction In the sea known as the Behring

Sea and what exclusive rights in the sea fisheries therein did Russia

assert and exercise prior and up to the time of the cession of Alaska

to the United States ?

2. How far were these claims of jurisdiction as to the seal fish-

eries recognised and conceded by Great Britain ?

3. Was the body of water now known as the Behring Sea inclu-

ded in the phrase " Pacific Ocean," as used In the treaty of 1825

between Great Britain and Russia, and what rights, if any, in the

Behring Sea were held and exclusively exercised by Russia after said

treaty ?

4. Did not all the rights of Russia as to jurisdiction and as to

the seal fisheries In Behring Sea east of the water boundary, in the

treaty between the United States and Russia of the 30th March, 1867,

pass unimpaired to the United States under that treaty ?



CHARLES H. TUPPER 377

5. Has the United States any rig-ht, and, if so, what right, of

protection of property in the fur seals frequenting the islands of the

United States in Behring Sea, when such seals are found outside of

the ordinary three-miles limit ?

The submission of these five principal points to arbitration

smoothed over the difficulties which at one time threatened hostilities,

and gave the Minister of Marine and Fisheries much responsible

work, several visits to Washington and in the end an opportunity to

gain a more than national reputation. No doubt, if Mr. Tupper suc-

ceeds in his presentation of the case for Canada, he will receive the

honour of Knighthood and few will be found to say that his Queen
could confer the compliment upon a more deserving and representa-

tive Young Canadian. Hitherto the Minister's career has been more
or less unpretentious. He is not fond of publicity and nev'er w'orks

for effect. This has been clearly shown in his management of a

Department in which the Opposition, with all pardonable eagerness,

have never been able to find a flaw, and which runs so smoothly that

the public hardly ever hears of it, unless some inter-national question

comes to the front.

Our little troubles with Newfoundland have also taxed Mr.

Tupper's energy and skill. Incidentally it helped to bring him before

the public of Toronto and Ontario in a most favourable light. It was
during the crisis of the difficulties, when our friends in the ancient

colony were imposing heavy duties upon Canadian products, favour-

ing American articles, and hampering Canadian fishermen, while our

Government had reviv'ed a duty formerly imposed upon Newfound-
land fish, that the Minister of Marine and Fisheries was invited by the

Toronto Young Men's Conservative Association to deliver an address

in that city. As President of the Association at that time, the writer,

of course, heard the address, the reception given to the Minister, and

knew something of its after effect. The audience was enthusiastic,

but that might, of course, be caused by political sympathy. The
speaker's sentences, however, did more than merely enthuse the

hearers,—they were remembered. Mr. Tupper has a ringing and
fervent style, somewhat like Sir Charles Tupper's is said to have been

in the days w^hen he used his well-known vigour and made his tren-

chant, hammer-like blows fall, without mercy, upon the opponent of

Conservatism who might have had the courage to meet him in debate.
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And the speech was more than merely effective from a pure oratorical

standpoint; it was a clear, concise and thorough presentation of cer-

tain questions. Freely and fully he urged those propositions of

loyalty and patriotism which have, throughout his career and that of

his father, formed a substantial basis of principle and political faith.

"The basis of our national existence was interprovincial trade,

communication between these British North American provinces and

the consolidation of all interests commercially as well as nationally.

Above and beyond everything was that firm and abiding faith in free-

dom under British institutions, British connection in the future, and

for all time to come. (Cheers.) Those questions of annexation,

those questions of independence, those questions inconsistent with

our rights and privileges as British free men were all to the front in

early days. We had face to face as powerful arguments then as ever

have issued from the lips of statesmen or from our press from that

day to this."

Many were the ringing sentences. The essence of the speech so

far as national subjects are concerned may be embodied in the words:

Fight for your country above all things, above party and above every-

thing, and work out political questions man to man under British

connection and as British free men, without appeals to foreigners or

alien interference. The history of the Newfoundland matter was

clearly discussed ; the Bond-Blaine attempt at a treaty discriminating

against Canada ; the subsequent protest of the Canadian Government

and the consequent refusal of the British ministry to assent to its

terms ; the anger of the Newfoundlanders against the Dominion and

their unjust and unnecessary legislation. Canadian conciliation at the

time, and Canadian kindness during the great fire have since destroyed

all sentiments of hostility and abrogated unfriendly arrangements,

but Mr. Tupper had his audience thoroughly with him during the ex-

planation of a then not generally understood question. Equally

interesting was his presentation of the current political situation, and

especially effective was the whole speech amongst the number of

young men who were present. Many a listener said next day, and

many who were there believe now, that the Hon. Charles H. Tupper

is a future Premier of Canada and one of the few who might even at

that time have been considered possible occupants of the high office.

But when the period comes for such an honour to be placed in the
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hands of the present Minister of Marine, we may be sure that it will

be as a spontaneous expression of public conviction and regard and,

as in the case of Sir John Thompson, the unsought recognition of

national ability and services by the party and country.

The date of this meeting was December i6th, 1891. Upon a pre-

vious occasion, January 12th, in the same year, Mr. Tupper had

visited Toronto and addressed a semi-private dinner at the National

Club. It was, therefore, not a public event, but it gave rise to a

ringing speech dealing with Canada's great merchant marine and the

canals and waterways of the Dominion. The address shows a wide

range of information, and presented, especially to Mr. Plimsoll—the

well-known sailor's friend—who was a guest, many interesting facts

regarding Canada's progress in reforms, which the minister claimed

to be greater, so far as the treatment of seamen and marine interests

were concerned, than had been the case in either Great Britain or the

United States. He spoke throughout with that feeling, as he put it,

"of confidence in the country that fills the breast of a man so young

as myself." But the kernel of his speech was contained in the follow-

ing words :

"The great problem for us now is the development of the idea

that the great ships of the ocean will yet be seen in this magnificent

bay upon which your city lies. Why should we not see it ? ...
What must be the feelings of a stranger striking the Straits of Belle-

Isle, when he finds that he can travel over 2,000 miles on Canadian

waters till he strikes the heart of the finest country in the world, and

all within Canadian territory ? What we have to do is to bend our

energies so th^t not only may we say that a vessel can reach the heart

of this continent through Canadian waters, but that a vessel of almost

any draught or of great draught can do so."

The words are hopeful, the idea is one which the young Canadians

of to-day should live to see realized, and the benefit to be derived

from the passage of the huge lake traffic of Central North America

past Toronto and Montreal to the sea, would be almost incalculable.

But the Minister of Marine is naturally hopeful in tone and aspira-

tion. For years he has been a member of the Canadian Council of

the Imperial Federation League and he thoroughly believes in a

united empire as well as a united Canada ; in a federation of the

British dominions for purposes of trade and aid as well as the present
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federacion of the Canadian provinces. During the bye-elections

which took place so numerously and, for the Conservatives, so suc-

cessfully, in the early part of this year, Mr. Tupper did active and

signal service in Nova-Scotia. Letters to papers like the Halifax

Herald and the Chronicle of that city portrayed Liberal views in very

plain and effective style. Speeches in several places did good work

for the party. At Halifax, the minister encountered his oft-defeated

opponent, or, as he termed him, " that old vir-ather-beaten and oft-

beaten politician"—the Hon. A. G. Jones. Speaking of leaders he

referred to an event still fresh in men's minds :
" The great Chieftain

had passed away, but the Conservative party still lives, and will live,

to continue governing Canada upon the lines laid down by Sir John

Macdonald." Then, amid loud cheering, he turned to the Opposi-

tion, and dealt with their leaders one by one, until he came to the

time when Mr. Blake threw up the sponge.

" After he abandoned them, the leadership went into Commission

and the thing became so cheap that even Mr. Jones was made a

Commissioner."

This remark is quoted merely to show how effectively sarcastic

Mr. Tupper can be upon occasion. It was at this time that he refer-

red to a recount and important conversation which had taken place

between himself and Governor McKinley, of Ohio, the then famous

author of the bill which bears his name. It is an interesting remini-

scence and well worthy repetition.

"Mr. McKinley had asked for his views on the subject of unre-

stricted reciprocity. He replied that he belonged to a government

that would fight it to the death, and then he asked Mr. McKinley

what he thought about it. Mr. McKinley said that he looked at our

expenditures, which could not be less than $35,000,000 annually. If

we took off duties from imports to the United States, we would have

to resort to direct taxation. The people of Canada would not submit

to direct taxation for federal purposes any more than would the

people of the United States. The English taxpayer would never

consent to discrimination against their products in the Canadian

market. Looking at it in all its bearings. Major McKinley said he

had come to the conclusion that the idea was an absolute chimera."

But the life and labours of the present Minister of Marine and

Fisheries can now be left to speak for themselves. Courteous in
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manner ; cordial and popular in style ; eloquent and impressive upon

the platform
;
greatly liked in the House

; youthful in appearance,

but old in political experience
;
possessing" acknowledged ability,

untiring energy and industry ; with the evidences of a cultivated

taste and splendid health, the Hon. Charles Hibbert Tupper may be

safely considered as one of the successful men of to-day in Canada,

and one of the half-dozen who can be picked out in our political life

as having a distinct future, and a more prominent position marked

out for them in the time to come.

J. CASTELL HOPKINS.

Toronto, December loth, 1892.
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Men of the Day. 25th Series.

LOUIS FRECHETTE

In a large compartment, on the fourth or highest flat but one of a

fine residence in Sherbrooke street, bearing number 408, may be

found, at almost any hour of the day, our poet laureate, the subject

of this sketch. A window running nearly the whole length of one

side of this compartment cheerfully lights up the interior ; the other

three sides of the vast room are taken up with book-cases filled with

priceless volumes and surmounted by family busts alternating with

numerous diplomas much prized by the owner ot this sanctum whom
we behold yonder seated at his desk in the midst cf his labours,

correcting and re-correcting for the tenth time, it may be, those

exquisite productions of his brain that ever show the ripeness and

polish of the master.

But we must not suppose that the duties of the host are forgotten

in the occupations of the poet.

On ascending the stairs to the landing which brings him to the

door of this temple of the Muses, the visitor presses an e'ectric but-

ton and is admitted to an inner chamber whose large half-glass

portal,* embellished in beautiful colours, shows the monogram of the

proprietor.

In a deep niche to the left as you enter, is seen a gigantic ibis in

Japanese bronze, supported by a figure of luminous tints, symbolic of

the unruffled peace and hospitality that reigns within.

Balzac was of opinion that no man could enjoy perfect domestic

freedom, who paid less than fifty thousand livrcs rental. I am unable

to say if Frechette has exceeded this limit, but you no sooner pass

the threshold of the poet, than you are made to feel that here every

fire-side ease and comfort is gratefully found.

A rich and elegant portiere, slightly drawn aside, gives us a

glimpse of the sumptuous drawing-room,—but, hist ! we hear the
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manly voice of our host who hails us from above : "Is that you,

Sauvalle ? Come up: you know the road." All ceremony is con-

spicuous for its absence under this genial roof-tree. For prosperity

has never turned the head of our author : he is ever the same, the

boon companion of all, ever ready to soothe and serve.

I make my way slowly up to the second flat where my radiant

host greets me with a hearty shake of the hand that bespeaks the

warmth of his heart. " How are you, old fellow? All well at home?"

He never forgets to put the last interrogatory, showing that he is a

" home-man " in the truest sense of the word.

Children are his delight, as may be seen by glancing at a portrait

which holds the place of honour over his bureau, representing the

genius which produced the " Art of being a Grandfather."'

The vulgar imagine that a poet, when acting under the inspiration

of the muse, dons some odd garment, wears his hair in a particular

fashion, or strikes unusual attitudes. What nonsense ! Our author

met me at the door of his sanctuary with an affable smile—no super-

abundance of leonine locks—dressed like the ordinary run of mortals,

his feet incased in a pair of good, stout boots, as the best preventive

of chills and gout.

" Now, dear friend," said he, "make yourself at home." I passed

into the precincts of the well-known studio and, taking a cigar from

the table which I lighted, threw myself into an easy chair and at once

began to cudgel my brains how best to broach the subject of my visit.

Something in my manner must have disclosed to the quick eye of the

poet that my mind was preoccupied. " Do you know why I am here,

friend Frechette?" I said ;
" you would never guess."— " Well, I am

far from being a wizzard," replied he; " and I have less faith in such

a personage, since that last witch-craft story I wrote for the Presse.

So you will please enlighten me forthwith.'" — " In that case, I may

as well tell you that I have come to take your portrait."—"Why! you

are not a photographer ?
"

" It is not that exactly. I have been asked to furnish Men of The

Day with your monography, or, better still, with your biography."

" Phew !"

" I merely propose to give a slight sketch of your life. Will you

assist me ?"

" You ask me to do something that is not in my line."
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" I knew it, but \oi\ will not prevent me from limning- your

general characteristics. With this laudable object in view, you

must allow me to coax you to speak a little, whilst I undertake to do

the bulk of the talking-, with free access to every part of the house

from garret to cellar as becometh a veritable curio hunter or Paul

Pry."

" But what interest would this have for the outside world ?"

" A great deal. You must have read de Goncourt and his Home
of an Artist. He is his own reviewer. Listen to what he says :

' If the writers of modern times find much to interest them in the

lives and actions of the ancients, they cannot be blind to the im-

portance of contemporaneous history.'
"

"All right, I am convinced, but unwillingly convinced, mind

you !"

" Of course—but now to begin.'' Our author at once sets to

work, and his pen, rapidly running ove r the paper, covers loaf after

leaf. Methodical in all things, his writing materials—pens, ink and

paper, are neat, choice, and tasty. The waste of paper does not

annoy him half so much as slovenly habits. He is ever orderly in

all he does ; every document has its special envelope, carefully put

away in its allotted place, numbered, and do:keted. He thus knows
exactly where to put his hand on what he wants, no matter how old

it may be.

His scrap books are a precious collection of the anecdotal history

of Canada with numberless underlines and annotations. He is

always adding to the general store of his information and is never at

a loss to supplement his ideas with references and authorities drawn

from the thesaurus of his memory or the works that adorn the

shelves of his library.

But in his busiest moments, he finds time to entertain those about

him. Ever and anon he betrays his pleasure at the happy termination

of a phrase or couplet, in sudden exclamations of joy. At such

times, it may be, he jumps to his feet, adjusts his glasses and ad-

dresses his company, if they happen to be intimate friends, with all

the gaiety and playfulness of a boy in his teens.

" Let us take a little rest now, whilst we imbibe some liquid re-

freshment« Then LU read what I have just finished. I think

you'll find it has the proper ring." Of course the invitation is
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accept'i^. ,
we touch glasses and once more resume our places.

As a reader and elocutionist, our author has few equals, and what

is rare, he not only declaims to perfection his own poems, but those

of others.

Yet, it is not for the mere gratification of the listener that our

poet indulges thus his taste for elocution. It troubles him little

whether his auditor approves or disapproves. He never stoops to

the " tricks of the trade " to win applause. His chief object is to

c-uage the effect of his prose or verse on others. Closely scanning

the countenances of his audience, he is enabled to read their feelings.

If they smile at the humourous passages—grow sad at the serious

ones and melt in tears when pity and sympathy are evoked, he ac-

cepts these varied emotions as the criterion of success. But should

a particular passage be received coldly, it is sure to be recast at the

first opportunity.

Matter of fact, people are inclined to regard literary men as con-

firmed idlers or to picture them seated in their "dens," surrounded

by piles of books and busy as beavers from early dawn until eve.

All such preconceived notions, however, are erroneous in many cases

and are so, certainly, in the present instance. The worthy subject of

our sketch steers a middle course between both extremes, and is seen

to accomplish a great deal of work, without, however, becoming a

slave to the druggery of his calling. He has always some lighter

composition on hand to which he can turn, by way of relaxation,

from his heavier and more laboured productions which are known to

advance by slow stages.

To-day he will dash off a comic article ; to-morrow, a serious

one, a couple pages ot a memoir or an elegant translation. Then

ao-ain, he will indulge in the most flowery imagery, only to pass

rapidly from the sweetly sentimental to the most daring heights of

the sublime in poesy. I do not speak here of his duties as a legis-

latif councillor,— duties which he regards more in the light of an

agreeable diversion than as an occupation. If questioned on this

point, he might, with perfect sincerity, answer as Rubens once did

under analogou-^ circumstances. Rubens, it is known, was, for

some time, Spanish ambassador to England. The Austrian ambas-

sador, having paid him a friendly visit in his private quarters and

seeing around the department all the parapharnalia of a painter-^
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easels, brushes. colours, canvas, etc., etc. ,—exclaimed in pompous tones:
" I notice, Sir, that, althoui^h a diplomatist, your spare moments

are given to the rrts."

"Pardon me," warmly rejoined Rubens; "I am an artist, my
spare moments are given to diplomacy."

Thus Frechette is not a man of office whose leisure is dedicated to

literature
; but he is a man of letters, who seeks relaxation in affairs

of state. In this connection, I may observe that he is about to

abandon a post that engrosses too much of his time.

Our poet's diction is always polished and classic,—so much so, as

to sound to the honourable ears of some honourable councillors, as
the essence of ultra refinement. And yet, no one is less of a purist

as far as the French language is concerned than he, less subservient

to its rules, less given to straining after effect. On the contrary, he
is the boldest champion of " new departures " in the field of phrase-

ology, so long as these "departures " add to the vigour and beauty
of expression.

Thoroughly versed in the idiomatic charms of the mother tongue,

he has done more than any other man in America to embelish it. to

conserve and perpetuate in its entirety the noble speech of a Bossuet
and a Fenelon. For fifteen years and over he has worked incessantly

to purify the French language, to lop off the dead branches of sole-

cisms, barbarisms, and Anglicanisms, and to-day he has every reason

to be proud of the good fruits that the judicious labours of his

pruning knife have brought forth.

With him, too, it is second nature to make war on ignorance. But
he is as indulgent to inherent or unassuming ignorance as he is merci-

less towards literary pedants and charlatans, the jackdaws of the

world of letters, who strut'about in borrowed plumage to the disgust

of the well-informed.

In the field of history and philosophy, he is conservative; as regards

the domain of belles-lettres, he is a free lance, and, though far from

partial to yellow-covered literature, he brooks no restraint in such

reading.

He reads everything that comes in his way, to the discomfeiture

of certain prudes who, in the fashion of all hypocrites, make a triple

sign of the cross on beholding this or that banned volume in his

bookcases.
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Sainte-Beuve tells us that Villemain, while yet young, read for

Sieyes his eulogy of Montaigne. Having come to the passage where

he says :
" But in reading Rousseau, I dreaded to dwell on human

weaknesses that should be repelled," Sieyes stopped him, exclaim-

ing: " Not at all ! the closer we scan those weaknesses, the better

shall we analyse them."

This is the enlightened tolerance practised by our poet and that

he concedes to others. And yet, never has he written a line calcu-

lated to offend the religious susceptibilities of protestant or catholic.

As regards the moral lone of his writings, the youngest children may
peruse them with profit and safety as they would their catechism.

In defining the talents of a writer, it is necessary to advert to

his appearance and physical temperament. This fact is no longer

disputed. It is acknowledged that a man thinks as he teels and

writes as he thinks. This is the case with our author. He is

first, last and every time a patriot—and' one of robust strength

—

hence, the manly ring about his verses, the trumpet notes, the brilliant

apotheosis of his Legende d'un peiiple. Yet, is he sensitive and

sympathetic—in his relations with the weak and lowly, tender as

a woman. A word of endearment moistens the eye of one more

disposed to mirth than tears. His sadness is as contageous as his

gayety ; his hand and his heart are ever open and ready at the

call of humanity ; whilst his motto: "Excelsior! Excelsior !" finds a

fitting echo in the pathos and delicacy of the sentiments embalmed

in his Flicielies volantes.

In his prose works are to be found the most salient features

of our laureate — his force of character, good nature and jovial

disposition. Have you ever read his Originaux et dctniqncs^ where

a rich vein of the mock-heroic incites to roars of laughter in every

line? Or \\\s Jupiter Vallerand, carrying off the torquette dii diable,

in an assemblage of religious worthies ? Nothing could be more

striking or realistic. The style, dash, and construction of the phrases

show that the author enters heart and soul into the spirit of the

scenes depicted. His more privileged friends who have access to

his ever-increasing manuscripts alone know what a rich treat is

in store for the Canadian public in his two volumes. Masques et

fantomes, Vieux cartons in two volumes and the poems entitled La

forct vierge.
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And yet, who is prepared to say that our laureate has exhausted

the rich mines of his imagination ? Few will think so who have

perused his last story, Le conte de Noel, which lately appeared in

the columns of the Revue Canadiemie. In my opinion, this novel

entitles him to rank with our best writers of fiction. His talents

appear in this new role at their best. In any case, I venture to

predict that Le conic de Noel will be found on every table and survive

as a work unique of its kind.

Up to the present, I have alluded to our author's latest produc-

tions only. His others are familiar as " household words," such as,

his Voix de l'exile, Pele-mele, Fleurs boreales, Oiseaiix dcs neiges,

which are only a few of his many classic effusions.

The French Academy has crowned two of his compositions—a red

letter day for the author himself and Canada at large. The honour

was all the greater as it was won by one who had sprung from the

ranks of the people—a self-made man who had to surmount the most

discouraging and countless obstacles before reaching this, the proud-

est goal of his ambition. For his was not a muse nursed in the lap

of luxurious ease, but exposed to every hardship and misgiving

known only to those whose life is a constant struggle with adverse

fate.

But now that he has successfully weathered the storm, he can

serenely look forward to the future, his cruel experiences in the past

predisposing him to lend a helping hand to unknown but deserving

aspirants to literary fame. Nor will he barken to expressions of gra-

titude for favours thus conferred. He thinks as Diderot did when he

exclaimed under similar circumstances :
" They do not rob me of my

life,— I am glad to sacrifice a portion of it, if such sacrifice can

benefit others."

And yet there are croakers who find fault with our author because

of these traits of character at once generous and Christian, forgetting

that it was Jean-Jacques who wrote :

" Des sentiments si legitimes

Seront-ils toujours combattus ?

Nous les mettons au rang des crimes:

lis devraient etre des vertus.

"

But as time keeps ever on the move and my visit has proved a

protracted one, I prepare to take my departure. But I am uncxpcct-
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edly compeh'jd to relinquish my purpose by Madam Frechette who,
overhearing my voice in her husband's sanctum, suddenly appears

before us with a pressing invitation to remain for dinner.

What a happy couple—my host and hostess ! This distinguished

and amiable woman gladly renounced her name, one of the best

known in Montreal society, to link her fortunes with that of our

laureate who, on his part, was destined to achieve for her another

name as illustrious as any in the literary annals of America. Three

pledges of conjugal love bless this happy union. Louis, the oldest

son, is reserved but refined in manners; his sister Jeanne,, well devel-

oped for her years, with large, beaming eyes and graceful carriage.

After these come the two youngest: Louise, frail and delicate, and

for this reason, no doubt, her papa's pet and darling ; and last but

not least, the baby, a charming infant three years old, fair and curly,

whose joyous prattle is sweet to hear, as to and fro it flits like sun-

shine in a bed of flowers !

How rapturously the father's gaze rests upon the cherished group
—-the loving wife and tender mother, smiling benignly on her little

ones—sweet scenting buds of future promise about to blossom !

"This is true happiness, Sauvalle, and only this," exclaimed mv
enchanted host, as he directed my attention by a glance to the group

I have just described.

In surveying this bright scene of domestic felicity, the natural

protector of this home and its occupants, who has stored up enough

of this world's goods to secure the latter a future of ease and com-

fort, may well exclaim with feelings of grateful pride :
" My beloved

ones, at least, will not have to endure w'hat their father suff'ered, nor

for them will the boast of Francois Villon be an empty boast :

" ' I'cnte, f^j'eslc, gelle, fay mon pain cuit!^'''

In speaking of our laureate, L. O. David once observed :
" Fre-

chette has a dual character: he is an ardent poet and staid man of

business."

We have already dealt with him in his capacity of poet, let us

look at him now as a financier.

And here, we must remark that he is the first whose pen in Can-

ada was adequately compensated. If our writers are now able to

gain a respectable livelihood, they may thank our laureate, who



LOUIS FRECHETTE 393

succeeded in levelling- the barriers that formerly impeded the prog^ress

of our men of letters.

The averag-e returns from his labours, added to other means in

hand, net him a g-oodly income which he skilfully fosters and multi-

plies by the exercise of qualities not usually inherent in devotees

of the muse—tact, diligence, and method.

Some may find fault with me for dwelling on this uninviting- phase

of our poet's individuality. But they are wrong-. I consider it a

phase worth studying and analysing

Besides, I desire to present the bright side of our author's life.

I take as much pleasure in contemplating the domestic happiness of

a friend as my own ; and certainly, no one more richly deserves

to enjoy such happiness than the worthy subject of this sketch. He
traced out for himself a line of conduct in starting out in life, and in

all his struggles and adv^ersities he was never known to swerve from

the path of duty or commit a mean act. He was a paladin in the

true sense of the word, and most worthily won his spurs.

Although simple and retiring in his habits, he sometimes indulges

in the frivolities of the hour ; but he keeps himself well in hand and

never forgets his tastes as an artist ; for, though every artist is not a

poet, every poet is an artist ; and Frechette is essentially an artist.

How fiercely he defended the true canons of architectural and de-

corative art against the onslaughts of his compatriots ! In his eyes

it was not a war that he carried on, but a holy crusade against the

cohorts of vandalism. He achieved a lasting triumph—one that will

be acclaimed by posterity as its costliest heritage.

I must frankly admit that, in all my years of experience as a jour-

nalist, our author is the only writer who can claim to have uprooted,

with his unaided pen, a long-standing abuse. The term abuse should

be used here in the plural sense, for he has remedied more than one.

It was ow-ing to his persistent efforts that have forever disap-

peared those unsightly wooden fences that were wont to disfigure our

private grounds. It was he, too, who, despite the stout resistance of

the abbe Baillarg^, caused the pictures of mangled saints and mar-

tyrs, that erstwhile garnished our drawing-rooms, to be relegated to

the more congenial atmosphere of the oratory. Another abuse which

he successfully combated was the promiscuous use of the word

"esquire," at one time claimed as a right by all sorts oi people.
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Lawyers, doctors, notaries, aldermen—all are now pleased to be called

Mr. So and So, like the president of the French Republic.

These are a few of the reforms which our poet has effected, any

one of which were sufficient to confer distinction on a journalist.

But let us get back to our legitimate story from this digression,

since, after all, the removal of abuses, such as described, is not con-

clusive proof of our predicate—that our author is not only a poet, but

an artist by instinct and education.

Some years ago, Frechette was in the habit of dropping round to

the studio of Philippe Hubert, our distinguished sculptor. So appo-

site were the poet's remarks on the art of sculpture, that the owner

of the studio said to him one day :
" Mr. Frechette, why do you not

try your hand at designing ? 1 would be delighted. You have

everything at your hand for the purpose — stool, clay, and tools.

Just try !" The poet immediately tried his prentice hand on a bust

of one of his own children (three years old) who happened to be pre-

sent on the occasion. The resemblance was so striking that even

now it faithfully represents the original, although sixteen years have

elapsed since the design was executed. He followed up this essay by

others. Two of the handsomest ornaments to be seen in his parlors

to-day Is a marble bust of his father and another of his father-in-law,

the late J. B. Beaudry—both his own work and design.

Unfortunately he has not done anything in this line for years.

Paintings are now his pet hobby. By long and untiring efforts, he

has brought together one of the most valued collections of these, in

which he takes much pride. One of the most striking objects in his

lovely drawing-rooms, rich in odd and rare curios, is a picture by

Jordain, the " Holy Family," probably the only work in America of

this rival of Rubens. Here also we find another picture, Hercules,

reputed to be from the hand of Parmesan; a bevy of children by Bou-

cher ; a Benjamin Costant, a Bellanger, a Forster, a Cox, a Fcrnand

Lutcher, a Kreighoff, a Van Borcelan, with specimens of Edson,

Huot, and Dyonnet.

Other novelties challenge our admiration in the dining-room—

a

large-sized Guillaume Heda, The Autumn, The Daughters of Loth, by

Guerchin ; a couple of gems by F^lix, two by Gaston Roullet, one

by Yeen King, interspersed with rural sketches, and a charming sea-

view by Reeves.
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It is quite possible that I may have passed over in silence some of

the best specimens in the poet's collection, for the whole house has

the appearance of an art gallery.

One of the dominant traits in our author's character is his love of

France—a feeling' that almost amounts to a passion, void, however,

of fanaticism. Although a loyal British subject, this devotion to the

land of his sires never sleeps ; he is ever ready to render her, gratui-

tously, the services of an ambassador. In his parlours souvenirs of

France everywhere abound ;— in his bedrooms even we see them

scattered about on the furniture or adorning the walls.

His home is the resort of the most eminent writers from abroad,

his hospitality being especially warm when the visitors hail from the

shores of France, as may be vouched for by Sarah Bernhardt, Coque-

lin, Rhea, and others.

He is a chevalier of the Legion of Honour; an officer of the

Academy of Rouen, the second most distinguished in France ; a

member of the French Literary Club ; a decorated member of the

Association des Felibres ; the patron of three literary societies estab-

lished in America—one in Chicago, one in Minneapolis, and one in

Montreal. He has besides received the honour of L.L.D. and L.L. B.

from three universities ; is a member of the Royal Society of the

London (Eng.) Imperial Institute, and wears the laurel of the French

Academy. And yet, with all his blushing honours thick upon him,

he is as modest and retiring as he was at the age of fifteen, when, to

escape from the ill-humour of an ill-natured step-mother who had

small sympathy for the muse or her devotees, he ran away from home

to break stones on the streets of Ogdensburg. Yes, our laureate

has had his full share of the miseries and troubles of life. But his

misfortunes have never been able to sour his temper. He is ever

ready for a joke or a laugh—and his laugh is so hearty and sincere as

to be infectious—nothing is proof against it—neither the living—and,

I was going to add: nor the dead.

With these genial qualities, we are not surprised that he is such a

favorite at social gatherings, and that once he makes his appearance

in the drawing-rooms he is sure to be the centre of an ever-increasing

and admiring group of wit and beauty. His manner and speech

fascinate all who come within reach of their magic influence.

I will relate an instance.



396 MEN OF THK DAY

I believe it was in the year 1887 that the Trappeit?' 3.r\d Canadien

snowshoe clubs organized a joint excursion, on a ^rand scale, to

Holyoke and Springfield, in the State of Massachussets. Several

g-uests were invited, amongst them our poet and L. O. David. Be-

fore reaching Springfield, a terrible snow storm, came on, completely

blocking up the line. We concluded to return to Montreal.

Snugly seated in our Pullman stateroom, which we took care to

reserve, we made the best we could of a bad job. Our company w^as

very small ; our poet, L. O. David, and Ernest Roy, surgeon-major

of the 65th. At Holyoke we were joined by our w^elcome friend,

Cleophas LeDuc, who was doubly welcome on this occasion, as he

had with , him a well-filled hamper— it was the manna falling from

heaven. The storm continued to grow worse without, but we suc-

ceeded in making ourselves quite comfortable within. We kept up a

running fire of small talk. At last there was a pause in the conversa-

tion, but of short duration, as our laureate immediately "took the

floor," figuratively speaking. It was about eight o'clock in the even-

ing and the' conductor had just announced that we were stuck in a

snow bank, with the prospect of speedy deliverance.

"Where are we, conductor?"' was asked.

"At Vernon, in Vermont."
" How long will it take us to reach Montreal ?"

" Four or five hours."

" All right."

LeDuc at once opened his basket of good things and our author

his stores of funny tales. The feasting and roars of laughter that

followed made the car windows gingle again. I never heard so

many grotesque stones of a side-splitting nature. The fun waxed

hotter and hotter, only interrupted, at intervals, for refreshments

—

the uproarious jolity deepened and the wit sparkled and effervesced

as never before. Train, excursion, storm—all was forgotten in the

mad revelry for the moment. At last a knock came to the door— it

W2.S the same conductor :
—

" Gentlemen, if yea like you can leave . . .

."

" What, are we in Montreal ?"

" Certainly not ; but breakfast is ready."

" What ! breakfast ! Wliat time is it ?"

" Eisfht o'clock in the morning.''
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•'• Where are n-c anv way ?
'

"At Vernon, g-entlemen, in the State of Vermont."

Were ever men so thunder-struck ! The whole nig-ht sHpped away
in the merriment created by our poet, aod we thoug"ht we were only

a couple of hours together !

But our laureate does not wholly reserve his talents as a story

teller for his friends : he uses them to some purpose outside of

Canada, by dissipating" the mists of doubt and misconception that

obscure the early history of the first French-Canadian colonists who
settled in this country—mists that still befog" the minds of Frenchmen
in the Old Land.

'* It is liig"hly g"ratifying"," he remarked to me lately; " to see what

a deep interest educated people take in our national aflfairs. Five

years ag^o," he continued, "I was the g-uest of Mg"r. Thomas, the

eminent archbishop of Rouen, since raised to the cardinalate.

One day he entertained a large company of distinguished clergy-

men and requested me to recite some of my historic poems. I did

so. I then ventured to declaim the Exconimunics, where, as you

know, I described the death of the last rebels under English domi-

nation who were banned by Mgr. Briand and buried in unconsecra-

ted ground. I had serious misgivings as to how my theme would

be received by the present company ; but I was soon reassured by

the deep impression it evidently m-ade on the worthy prelate. At

last when I had read the concluding couplet : <

" ' Sans demander a Dieu si j'ai tort en cela,

Te decouvre mon front devant ces tombes-la.
'

" I had the inexpressible satisfaction to overhear Mgr. Thomas
say aloud to the reverend gentlemen near him :

' I have no reason

to doubt but that those brave people were saved. Exalted patriot-

ism like theirs must commend itself to Heaven. '

"

Our author also tried his hand at the game ot politics, but has no

reason to recall his efforts in this direction with pleasure. For five

years he represented Levis at Ottawa, but retired long since despite

the protestations of his constituents. A man like our author, whose

philosophy teaches him to always champion the right, is sadly handi-

capped in the arena of Canadian politics to-day.

I must know make my bow, kind reader, and leave you, happy
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to have depicted some of my friend's excellent qualities. If you
doubt the truthfulness of my picture, you can see the original for

yourself—you will be made thrice welcome.

MARC SAUVALLE.

Montreal, February, 1893.

(Translated by W. O. Farmer, B.C.L..)
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JOHN GEORGE BOURINOT

To the statesmanship, letters, scientific achievement, artistic and
educational progress of the Dominion of Canada, the little Province

of Nova Scotia has made important contributions. She has furnished

the Dominion with a Prime Minister, a High Commissioner in Lon-
don, a Chief Justice of the highest Court in the country, the Princi-

palship in two of our greatest Univers'ties, Geologists whose fame
extends the world over, eminent journalists, poets, historians, and
writers of fiction. She has furnished us also with the highest consti-

tutional authority on the practice and procedure of Parliamentar}'

Government in Canada,—a work quoted and accepted in every colony

belonging to the British Empire, v/here representative institutions

prevail, a work which, in seven years, passed through two large

editions, and has won for its author, among statesmen and parlia-

mentarians, a reputation equal in character to that of May. What
the great writers on the British constitution, its growth and develop-

ment, have done for England, the subject of this sketch, has accom-
plished for Canada and the sister colonies. We have said that the

Nova-Scotians have taken unto themselves the foremost positions in

the Dominion to-day, in all departments of human activitv in which
the intellect plays the most conspicuous part. They have gravitated

to Ottawa, year by year, and dropped into public berths, which no
one can refuse to say they did not earn, by virtue of a talent and
ability, which seem inherent in the race from which they sprung.

Thus we find the Library of Parliament in charge of a son of New-
Scotland, the chief of the Statistical Branch is another, the Judge of

the Exchequer Court is a third, while Deputy Ministerships, chief

officers in the Commons and in the Senate, to say nothing of clerks

of the first and second classes, claim as their birth-place that little

province by the sea, whose area, all told, is less than 21.000 square



402 MEN OF THE DAY

miles. Why this should be so must be left to the ethnolog'ists to

explain. The fact remains, nevertheless.

Our present purpose is to sketch, as briefly as the limited space in

this work permits, the career of John George Bourinot, the Clerk of

the House of Commons, publicist, journalist, and litterateur. He was

born at Sydney, in the island of Cape Breton, on the 24th of October,

1837. His father, the late Hon. Lieut. -Col. John Bourinot, was a

resident of Sydney for half a century. He was vice-consul for France,

and those who have ever visited him at his home will remember thf

liberal and open-handed way in which he dispensed the hospitalities

of his position. From 1859 until the union of the provinces, he repre-

sented Cape Breton in the House of Assembly at Halifax. At Con-

federation, he was, by Royal proclamation, called to the Senate of

Canada. Senator Bourinot was of Norman descent, a Huguenot,

and a native of the island of Jersey. He married Jane, daughter of

the Hon. Mr. Justice Marshall, who was a fearless advocate of tem-

perance, an able writer on social and religous topics, a sound jurist,

and a gentleman much respected by the community in which he lived.

His father, a captain in the British army, was an Irishman of strong,

loyal, and patriotic feelings. From such an ancestry is the subject of

these remarks descended. With such blood flowing in his veins, : is

not to be wondered at that he succeeded in reaching his present ;.osi-

tion of distinction, despite the many obstacles which, from time to

time, appeared in his path. His early training was carefully looked

after, his father having had the good fortune to secure as a tutor the

Rev. W. V. Porter, under whom the intelligent lad made rapid pro-

gress. Mr. Porter was a capital teacher, with an especial liking for

his profession. He saw promise in his bright pupil and took the

utmost pains to bring him forward. He was not deceived in his pre-

diction. The lad amazed him by his quickness of perception and the

intellectual grasp which he exhibited,—a faculty 'quite beyond his

years. His father resolved to complete the education so well begun

and sent him to Toronto, where he entered the University of Trinity

College. His college days are not forgotten by his fellow students.

He had a passion for study and applied himself to his books with a

devotion, perseverance, and zeal, which proved the admiration of

students and professors alike. The plums of the course dropped into

his hands. The Wellington and other scholarships were among
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these. On leaving his Alma Mafcr, he found it no easy task to

decide upon the calhng which he should pursue in life. The law-

offered its advantages, but the literary instinct in young Bourinot was

so strong that he made up his mind to gratify his aspirations and

cultivate letters. The newspaper press, at first, afforded him the

opportunity he desired. He began as a parliamentary reporter and

editor. In those days Joseph Howe and Charles Tupper were in

their prime, and it was Bourinot 's task to set down in short-hand the

speeches they made in the old House of Assembly at Halifax. The

acquaintance he made with those statesmen at that time ripened into

a friendship which remained steadfast to this day, in the case

of Tupper, and to the date of Howe's death. The utterances of those

men largely influenced the future of the young journalist, and even

in later life, he has often been heard to say that, when he wanted

inspiration, he had only to turn to the collected addresses of Howe to

receive it. In i860, Bourinot founded and edited the Halifax Reporter,

a newspaper which enjoyed a fine reputation among its clientele for

the brilliancy and independence of its editorials, and the faithfulness

of its parliamentary reports. In 1861, the editor of the Reporter added

to his duties the work of reporting the proceedings of the Xova-

Scotia House of Assembly, having accepted the post of chief of the

staff. This position he held until Confederation, when he was

appointed short-hand writer to the Senate, and removed to Ottawa,

where he took up his residence. He wrote letters to the Halifax, and

St-John, X.B., papers, and contributed a series of valuable articles,

chiefly historical, to Stewart's Literary Quarterly Magazine of the last

named city. He also wrote some short stories for the Quarterly,

which attracted wide attention and led to a demand for their publica-

tion in book form. This their author, however, has not yet done,

though some of his papers, written between 1867 and 1872, have been

enlarged and re-printed in another shape, notably his account of the

island of Cape Breton, which became in 1892 a monograph of for-

midable diiYiensions, and the rnost exhaustive and able history of a

deeply interesting portion of Nova-Scotia, ever written. The paper,

read before the English Literature Section of the Royal Society of

Canada, is included in the volume of transactions and proceedings of

that learned body; but, for the benefit of those who do not get the

transactions, a special edition of the treatise has been published, with
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all the original maps, plans, and notes. This sumptuous book is

affectionately inscribed to the memory of the author's father. It was

undertaken as a labour of love and is so well done that no one can

make the attempt to touch the subject again without quoting from it

at almost every page. Another historical paper by Bourinot, origin-

ally printed in The Canadian Monthly and National Review, of

Toronto, described "The Old Forts of Acadia." This monograph,

extended and revised, became a feature later on, in the transactions

of the Royal Society, where it may be consulted under the title of

" Some Old Forts by the Sea." A brief account of Louisbourg as it

appeared in 1870 is appended.

Mr. Bourinot held the office of short-hand writer to the Senate

until 1873, when he went down to the Lower House to take the post

of second assistant clerk of the House of Commons. He held the

place for six years, when he was promoted to the first clerk assistant-

ship. On the i8th of December, 1880, on the superannuation of the

late Alfred Patrick, Esq., C.M.G., Mr. Bourinot became the chief

clerk of the House, which position he still holds.

Notwithstanding the nature of his arduous duties as a public

official, Mr. Bourinot kept up his literary work, unceasingly, con-

tributing regularly to the leading newspapers and periodicals and

furnishing for the various learned societies and universities, in this

country and abroad, many important papers on a great variety of

subjects. In the early days of the Toronto Mail and when the

Ne7a-Vork IVorld appealed to a higher class of readers chan it

does at present, Mr. Bourinot's prolific pen was brought into frequent

request. His style, clear and convincing, gave a value and an im-

portance to anything that he had to say. The Canadian Monthly

early ranked him as one of its foremost contributors, and that was

a time, too, when Goldwin Smith, W. A. Foster, and Wm. T. Rattray

were sending out to the reading people of Canada their best work.

Bourinot published in the Monthly his elaborate series of papers on

the intellectual development of the Canadian people, revieTwing in an

incisive v/ay the social and political changes connected with our

mental development and progress, the educational system of the

country, from the French regime to our own day, with a plea for a

national university, journalism in Canada, and those who have made

it what it is, and closing with a glance at our native literature. The
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author, yielding" to the wish of many to have the articles in a more

permanent form, issued the papers in a volume of 128 pages in 1881.

The pages of the Proceedings of the Royal Colonial Institute, of

which association Mr. Bourinot was, for many years, the Honorary

Corresponding Secretary in Ottawa, have often been occupied by our

author with papers of sterling value, relating to his favorite subject,

the political, economical and industrial growth of the Dominion.

Chief among these productions, we would mention the essays on the

Maritime Industry and the National Development of Canada, treatises

which the press of Great Britain found opportvmity to praise without

stint. The great magazines have never closed their pages to his pen.

Of his article in Blackwood on the progress of the new Dominion,

the London Times, in its review, remarked that " it was the best

article that has yet appeared on the subject in a British periodical."

The editor, Dr. Smith, of the staid old Quarterly Review, in accepting

one of his papers, asked for more of the same. The Westminster

welcomed him with open hands and the Scottish Review, published at

Paisley and London, made room for his writings with a pleasure

which the readers of that eminently respectable and readable quar-

terly shared to the fullest extent. In America, Mr. Bourinot sent

most of his historical papers to the Magazine of American History,

of New-York, which was edited by his friend, Mrs. Martha J. Lamb,

whose death earl}- in January, 1893, ^^ friends of literature and his-

torical study sadly deplore.

In 1882, in order to give impetus and direction to art, science, and

literature in Canada, Lord Lome, then Governor-General, founded two

societies. The Academy of Arts immedlateh- became successful.

The Royal Society, which combines, perhaps, the best features of

the French Academy, and the British and American associations,

was not so well received at first, and in certain quarters it aroused

some hostile criticism. The membership was, at the beginning,

limited to eighty members. The first two sections, of twenty fellows

each, concerned themselves with history, archseology, ethnology, and

general literature. The first section is comprised of Frenchmen, and

the second of Englishmen ; the two remaining sections are devoted

to science in all its branches, nearly every department being repre-

sented. The latter, it may be said at once, make by far the better

exhibit, but the literary sections show yearly signs of great vitality.
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This is especially noticeable in the French section, which admits into

its part of the transactions and proceedings, poetry, stories, dramas,

and fragments of comedies, though, of course, more solid papers on

philology, history, and arcliEeology are not excluded. The English are

more conservative, and though poems are sometimes read at the

meetings, they are rigorously left out by the committee of editors

from the pages of the published volumes. In establishing the Royal

Society, Lord Lome consulted Mr. 'Bourinot very frequently, appoint-

ed him the first honorary secretary of the body, and if the Society to-

day has become an institution of value and importance in the coun-

try, much of that value and importance are due to the untiring energy

and zeal which the honorary secretary devoted to the enterprise. He

not only prepared all of the reports, and attended to the enormous

correspondence which fell upon his shoulders, but he practically con-

ducted the Society through all its devious paths, until it felt strong

and self-reliant enough to walk alone. To the annual volumes of

transactions he contributed many important papers. He looked

after all the details, and every new President who came to preside

over the deliberations of the Society was beholden to Mr. Bourinot

for the smooth and easy manner in which the proceedings were

carried on, his large parliamentary experience helping him materi-

ally in securing this result. From the formation of the Society until

May, 1891, he remained honorary secretary, when, by unanimous

vote, he was cnosen Vice-President. In May, 1892, on motion ot the

late Sir Daniel Wilson, and Sir James A. Grant, K.C.M.G., he was

elected President of the Society. This election was also unanimous.

One of the most useful series of works ever published,—for the

range is wide and the subjects treated are of the highest political

and historical importance,— is the collection of papers which forms

the John Hopkin's University Studies, Baltimore, Maryland. In

this series, Dr. Bourinot's carefully elaborated papers on "Federal

Government in Canada" and " Local Government in Canada" appear.

They created marked attention and drew to our system of parliamen-

tary government many students, who had before but an imperfect

knowledge of Canadian institutions, and the manner in which they

were worked out. The John Hopkin's University Studies are greatly

prized, and the authors, being men of eminence in their especial

departments of thought, are always sure of reaching a constituency
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of readers whicli embraces many oi' the ripest scholars in the world.

It is satisfactory for Canadians to know that Dr. Bourinot's contri-

butions to the collection are among- the principal ones published

bv the University and that their value has been proved.

The American Historical Association was founded a few years

ag-ointhe United St;ites by leading- historians ?.nd students of his-

tory. George Bancroft was the first president. A few Canadian

men of letters were elected members, but it was not long before the

distinguished services which Dr. Bourinot has rendered this contin-

ent were recognized, and he was made a member of th? Council ot

this august body. The society meets once a year in Washington,

in the month of December, and at these meetings papers are read

and discussed. Dr. Bourinot presented at one of the sessions his

valuable monograph on Parliamentary Government in Canada,

which was published and circulated by the Association. This work

proved to be one of the most interesting and valuable of the number

read during the year. It was particularly timely and instructive,

and much interest was taken in it from the fact that comparisons were

drawn between Parliamentary and Congressional Government, the

two systems being clearly outlined. The bibliographical notes on

constitutional literature have added also to Dr. Bourinot's standing

as a well-read authority on the subjects which he treats with such

signal success. The American Historical Association's Papers are

now circulated by the Government of the United States, and this

o-ives the association the character to all intents and purposes ot a

o-ovcrnment institution. Dr. Bourinot, it may be stated here, is a

fellow of the Statistical Society of Great-Britain, as well as a member

of the Council of the American Academy of Political Science. He is

also one of the advisory council of the World's Congress Auxiliary

on a Congress of Historians and Historical Students, his associates

from Canada being Dr. Douglas Brymner, F.R.S.C., ot Ottawa,

and Dr. George Stewart, F.R.G.S., of Quebec.

Important papers on Canadian parliamentary institutions have

been read at intervals by Dr. Bourinot before such bodies as the

Geographical Society of Quebec, Harvard University of Cambridge,

Mass., McGill University of Montreal, the University of Trinity

College, Toronto, and the National Club of'Toronto. It was before

.the National Club that he read his "Responsible Government in
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Canada." The lectures he delivered before the students and friends

of Trinity College were afterwards incorporated in papers presented

to the R.oyal Society. As a lecturer and speaker, Dr. Bourinot is

clear and distinct, making- no pretensions to oratorical display and
employing few gestures. His phrases are always well chosen, and
his manner of presenting his argument is forcible and convincing.

He is so sure of his ground that he cannot brook contradiction.

Contradiction, however, he has occasionally encountered, but in the

end it has usually been his antagonist who has been forced to retire

discomfited from the field.

Dr. Bourinot's great work, unquestionably great in every sense

of the v/ord, and the one by which he has been made known in every

part of Her Majesty's Dominions where constitutional government
holds sway, is his Practice and Procedure of Parliament, with a

review of the origin and growth of Parliamentary institutions in the

Dominion of Canada. In this masterly exposition, he has drawn on

his experiences of more than two decades and 'a half spent in the

observation of Parliament in action, both in Nova-Scotia and in the

Dominion of Canada. The wealth of material gathered during that

time and in this way was carefully collated and made ready for use

when the time came for its employment. A work of the sort was
urgently needed, for Dr. Alpheus Todd's two books, the one on Par-

liamentary Government in the Colonies, did not quite fill the field that

Dr. Bourinot had resolved to occupy. There was room for both

authorities, and when it was announced that Dr. Bourinot had under-

taken to write the volume which bears his name, no man was freer

with his advice, no man wished the project greater success, no man
urged with more vehemence the new comer on the scene, to acquit

himself of his self-appointed task, than the kindly student whose life-

work had been so freely placed at the disposal of the parliamentarians

of his adopted country for two generations. Dr. Bourinot's object

in giving Canada his work, was to place on view, and in plain lan-

guage so that all might readily understand them, the rules and

principles which govern the practice and procedure of Parliament.

These, as we know, were derived, originally, from the usages and
orders of the Imperial Parliament. But, as our author points out,

" in the course of years, divergencies of practice have arisen and a

great many precedents have been made, which seemed to call for such
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work " as his. According-ly he undertook to explain the rules and
usages followed in Canada, as well as to supply "such copious

references to the best authorities, and particularly to the works of

Hatsell and May, as will enable the reader to compare Canadian with

British procedure." An introductory chapter traces the orig-in and
gradual development of Parliamentary institutions in the Dominion,
from the French regime to the present time. Furthermore, the author

has added a digest of the decisions of the Judicial Committee of the

Privy Council and of the Supreme Court of Canada, which bear upon
the important question of the relative jurisdictions of the Parliament

of the Dominion and the Legislatures of Provinces. In the second

edition, a good deal more matter has been added, though the original

plan and scope of the work have remained the same. The book at

once took its place. It was not only a vast store-house of facts

and precedents, but it was a delightfully written volume. Indeed,

unlike similar ventures undertaken by less skilful pens, Bourinot's

Practice and Procedure can be read with the pleasure and profit that

one experiences from a perusal of Green or Froude, the author's style

being, from the first page to the last, strong, luminous, and brilliant.

The London Times, in a review which covered three of its broad col-

umns, had only words of praise to say of it. The press of Australia,

of Canada, and of the United States pronounced opinions equally

favourable regarding its merit, and public men of the Empire, includ-

ing Mr. Gladstone, Lord Salisbury, and others of great nam.e in the

domain of statecraft, spoke only in terms of eulogy of its value,

its great importance, its clearness, and perfect accuracy. As we
have said, the work immediately became the authority on the sub-

ject, in every dependency of the British Crown. At the request of

many. Dr. Bourinot subsequently prepared a Manual of the Constitu-

tional History of Canada, from the earliest period to the year 1888, it

being made up of chapters of his greater work. This he dedicated,

in felicitous terms, to the Marquis of Lansdowne, then Governor

General of Canada. Another book of Dr. Bourinot is entitled

" Canadian Studies in Comparative Politics," in three chapters, the

first dealing with the English Character of Canadian Institutions, the

second making a comparison between the Political Systems of Can-

ada and the United States, and the third being devoted to the F"ederal

Government in Switzerland compared with that in Canada. This
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book, like the others, is fascinating- in its style and rich in notes and
allusions.

Dr. Bourinot has deservedly been made the recipient of many
honours. The University of Queen's College, Kingston, conferred on
him, in 1886, the honorary degree of LL. D. . Two years later, his Alma
Muter, Trinity College, of Toronto, granted him the honorary degree of

D.C.L., and in 1890, on the occasion of the centennial celebration of

King's College, Windsor, Nova-Scotia, that ancient institution added
to his laurels her much-prized degree of D.C.L.. The Queen, in

recognition of his valuable public services, created him, in i8go, a

Companion of the Order of St-Michael-and-St. George.

In private life Dr. Bourinot is one of the kindliest and most genial

of men. His beautiful home, in Ottawa, is the scene of many acts o"

unobtrusive hospitality. There surrounded by his books, he loves to

meet his friends, to discuss the topics of the day and the latest

volume of romance, history or poetry, on all of which, from the

abundance of his readinp; and the clearness of his observation, he is

always able to throw much ligh::,. An ardent Imperial Federationist,

he was appointed, in May, 1885, at a public meeting in Montreal, a

member of the Executive Committee, charged with the task of

furthering and promoting that scheme of broader union with the

Mother Country.

In October, 1865, Dr. Bourinot espoused Emily Alden Pilsbury,

daughter of the American Consul at Halifax, a lady of rare

beauty and accomplishments. To the grief of a large circle of friends,

Mrs. Bourinot died in September, 1887. In July, 1889, Dr. Bourinot

married Miss Isabelle Cameron, at Regina, N.W.T.. Her family

always lived, until 1888, at Toronto. Her father, now dead, was a

lumberman on Georgian Bay, well known and esteemed. Her
grandfather, on her mother's side, was the late Rev. Canon Bleas-

dell, D.C.L., of Trenton, Ontario.

GEORGE STEWART.

Quebec, February, 1893.
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ANDREW GEORGE BLAIR

In the political life of the Maritime Provinces of Canada, two pro-

minent names force themselves irresistibly to the front. Both are

natives of their respective provinces. Both are men of courage,

fixedness of purpose, energ)-, enterprise, and marvellous industry.

Both are comparatively young in years, being under fifty, and both

began the task of governing, as chief minister, within a few months

of one another. Side by side these two men have worked, with only

the provincial line between them, and each in his way has carried out

to the best of his ability the principles of liberalism in its highest

sense. William Stevens Fielding, the Premier of Nova-Scotia, had

the great and overpowering influence of Joseph Howe to mould and

direct his course, and to instil him with that patriotic feeling and ardor

which never deserted him. The lessons thus gained at the very feet

of the master, as it were, have never been forgotten by the young
disciple. They belonged to the old liberal school,—the school which

gave us constitutional government and constitutional freedom, and

scattered to the four winds of heaven that curse and clog of our early

history and struggles, Family Compactism. Howe was more than a

model to his youthful protege. He was his friend and teacher, com-

panion and adviser. It was to the great tribune of the people that

young Fielding owed that passion for politics and statecraft, which

has never left him. It was Howe who fashioned his career, but the

younger man, progressing with the spirit of the age, has made his

own record, and time will find his name among the strong leaders of

men, in that brave band of sons of New-Scotland who have become
famous throughout the length and breadth of the Dominion. Andrew
George Blair, the Premier of New-Brunswick, had also, in early life,

surroundings which must have made a deep impression upon his mind.

He was a mere boy when Tilley and Mitchell, Wilmot and Ritchie,
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Street and Chandler were shaping- the destinies of his province. The

story of the battle for responsible g-overnment had, doubtless, been

often dinned into his ear, and nerved him in the resolve to add his

name to the long list of colonial statesmen, as soon as he had come

to manhood's estate. This he did not do, however, as soon as he

expected, for it was not until he had reached his thirty-fourth year

that he entered the political arena for the first time.

Andrew George Blair was born in Fredericton, York county,

New-Brunswick, on the 7th March, 1844. The family came originally

from Scotland. The lad was carefully educated at the Collegiate

School in his native city — an institution which has turned out many

men of promise — and made rapid progress with his studies. He had

many brilliant school-mates during" the years he spent at his alma

mater, but none of them seem to have got on better than he. He
chose a professional career, and though medicine and engineering

offered their advantages to the young student, his predilection for the

law gained the mastery, and he made up his mind to embrace it. He
left school for the lawyer's office, was duly articled to a solicitor, and,

after spending- the usual time in study, was called before the Board

of Law examiners to give an account of his apprenticeship. His

examination was searching and severe, for in those days the old law-

yers had ideas of their own as regards the men they would admit to

their ranks as equals. They put young" Blair through an ordeal

which lasted a long- while. They plied him with questions innumer-

able, and tried, in vain, to puzzle him. Then, when all was over, he

had the happiness to be shaken warmly by the hand and congratulated

on the very successful manner in which he had acquitted himself.

Enrolled an attorney, he was in due time called to the Bar of New-

Brunswick. This was in April, 1867. Having many friends and

being well-known, it was not long before he dropped into a good and

lucrative practice. He associated with him Mr. George F. Gregory,

afterwards mayor of Fredericton and a member of the New-Brunswick

legislature. The partnership, which lasted several years, was only

terminated a few years ago. On the 31st of October, 1866, Mr. Blair

married Miss Annie E. Thompson, elder daughter of George Thomp-

son, Esq., of the Educational Department at Fredericton, by whom
he has had a large family.

In 1878, there was a general election in the province of New-
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Brunswick, and this proved Mr. Blair's opportunity and gave liini the
opening- that he had for so many years cherished in his heart. He
was invited to contest York county, in the liberal interest. He
accepted the invitation, entered upon his canvas with all the zeal and
enthusiasm of his nature, spoke night and day in almost every parish
of his constituency, and, as he had an agreeable manner and a terse
way of presenting his views, he made so excellent an impression on
the electors, that at the close of the poll he found himself triumphantly
returned. He did not take his seat, however, for then, as now, the
defeated candidate had something to say, and, refusing to accept the
verdict of the people at the ballot-box, threw the case into the Court
room. A petition was filed against the new member. He resolved
to waste no time over the matter, but promptly resigned. Mr.
Speaker issued a new writ, and on the 14th of November, same year,
Mr. Blair had the satisfaction of wresting the victory for a second
time. The Opposition was weak in numerical strength. The total

membership of the House of Assembly was forty-one. Of these the
Government had thirty-four, leaving only seven valiant men to oppose
the administration, then led by the Hon. John James Fraser, now
Mr. Justice Fraser, of the New-Brunswick Supreme Court. In

February, 1879, the Legislature was called together, and though Mr.
Blair was a new man, unused to the ways of the House, a tyro in

politics, and totally unknown to many of the members, he was selected

to lead the party of the forlorn hope. Captain of the corporal's guard
he was playfully called in those days. It was not long, however,
before he furnished the Legislature with proof of his ability, and con-
vinced the ministerialists and oppositionists alike that, in placing the
leadership of his party in his hands, no mistake had been made. He
readily mastered the practice and procedure of parliament, and, in

debate, some of the "old hands" soon discovered that a formidable
factor in the speaking and argumentative power of the House had
been added. Next to Mr. Fraser in vigour, on the Government side,

was Mr, D. L. Harrington, a fiery and bold debater, a man whom
many feared to engage on the platform, the hustings, or in parliament.
Mr. Michael Adams, now member for Northumberland county in the
House of Commons of Canada, young and full of fight, caring little

for the feelings of others, and rich in his vocabulary of epithets, held
the office of Surveyor-General. The Provincial Secretary was Mr.
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William Wedderburn, now a County Court Judge, a gentleman of

fine parts, and highly educated. Polite and courteous to a degree

always in his intercourse with his fellows, his style of oratory was
incisive and brilliant, and to his admirably chosen diction he brought

to bear the melody of a sonorous and captivating voice. Against

those four men, during the whole session, Andrew Blair was pitted.

His little following stood by him manfully, encouraging and stimulat-

ing him by their devotion, sustaining him in the hour of trial by their

loyalty. But the work was pretty much up-hill, and a less courageous

man might easily have succumbed and fallen by the way. Still Blair

persevered. His tact was remarkable, his knowledge of men was

great, and his very earnestness and confidence in himself and his

cause drew to his side, on occasion, many whilom opponents. At the

last session of the Legislature, held in 1882, he had the pleasure and

delight of seeing his band increased to seventeen. No wonder the

Government viewed that defection from their ranks with fear and

alarm. No wonder they hastened to recognize in the leader ot the

Opposition an intellectual force in the political and economical history

of their Province, which was destined, in a very short time, to seize

the reins of power, and to supplant them in the affections and regard

of the people. To Mr. Blair's credit, it ought to be said here that,

during the whole time that he was in Opposition, he ne\-er refused to

help the government of the day in the house or in committee, with

his counsel and advice on all public bills which came up for argument

and settlement. He was a true legislator in every sense of the word,

and while his life and brains were dedicated to the welfare of his

party, he was a thorough man of the world, so far as general politics

was concerned, and never lost sight of the fact that love of country

and appreciation of good laws — laws by which the entire community

might be benefitted — came in for his hearty and unqualified support.

He approached the discussion of public questions in no narrow or

bigoted spirit. He never condemned a measure simply because it

was issued at the instance of the Government to which he was, for

the time being, opposed. He considered it ever solely upon its merits,

and good indeed must be the grounds on which he opposed it. Mr.

Blair had not been a member of the House a full week before this

trait in his character had been discovered by friends and antagonists

alike, and from this discovery much esteem and respect for the new
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representative of York flowed. Men understood that in him they had

a thinker and a worker on whom they could depend in an emergency.

He was a quick thinker on his feet, and when once his mind was made

up on a particular subject, he could not be moved. This firmness of

his position could not be traced to obstinacy. He felt, by the

working in his head, a process of intuition, that he was right in his

premises, and he acted accordingly,—and in this connection, it may
be added, he seldom went astray in his calculations. He was soon

regarded as a safe man and a lucky leader. Sailors love to serve

under a Jucky captain, and, as we have seen, it did not take Mr. Blair

long to convince his following, and some of the supporters of the

Government in their general policy, that he was the man under w'hose

banner they might serve without losing their self-respect. He had

pulled his party together, and increased the numbers of the opposi-

tion from seven to seventeen during his first parliament, when the

House was dissolved and an appeal was made to the country. The
Government had every chance of w'inning. The sinews of war were

in their hands. Blair had never conducted a campaign as the leader

of a party in his life. In trying to get elected he had made a canvas

which was practically confined to the wants and requirements of a

single constituency, and that one of the river counties. The task

which fell upon him, therefore, was a most difficult one. He had to

manage for the whole province. He had to win back several seats.

He had to retain the services of the ten men w^ho had joined his

standard, and get them re-elected. The contest was sharp. Blair

was elected for York, and when the House met in March, 1883, he

had the proud satisfaction of defeating the Government. Mr.

Harrington, the Premier, and his Cabinet immediately resigned, and

Lieutenant-Governor Robert Duncan Wilmot, once Speaker of the

Senate of Canada, sent for Mr. Blair, and entrusted him with the duty

of forming a Government. It did not take him long, for the task

was completed in one day. Mr. Blair selected for himself the office

of Attorney-General. His colleagues were : Hon, James Mitchell,

Provincial Secretary ; Hon. P. G. Ryan, Commissioner of Public

Works ; Hon. L. J. Tweedie, Surveyor-General ; Hon. William

Pugsley, Q.C., Solicitor-General ; Hon. David McLennan, President

of the Council, with Messrs. A. Harrison and C. H. Labillois, mem-
bers of the Cabinet without portfolio. On submitting his name to
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the electors, as Attorney-General, on the 24th March, he was again

elected. As a Minister of the Crown Mr. Blair became an immediate

success. By the amiability of his manner he won many friends, and

he had not been in power a half year before he gave evidence of his

determination to control the ship of state, until he cared no more to

hold his position. His colleagues, with fine discernment, were chosen

from both the existing political parties, the Liberals, however, as was

perhaps natural under the circumstances, preponderating. They got

on harmoniously together, friction rarely occurring, and though no

legislation of very great moment or importance took place, several

acts for the facilitation of business, which owed their paternity to the

Attorney-General, were passed. His government grew in strength,

and when, in 1886, the Legislature was dissolved and general elections

followed, Mr. Blair found himself and his colleagues more firmly

entrenched than ever in the esteem of his people. In October, 1887,

he proceeded to Quebec with the Hon. David McLellan, Provincial

Secretary, to attend the Interprovincial Conference called by the Hon.

Honori Mercier, then Prime Minister of Quebec Province. The

meetings, which were presided over by Hon. Oliver Mowat, now Sir

Oliver, Premier of Ontario, were held in the Parliament Buildings.

In the proceedings Mr. Blair took a very active part, and though the

results of the Conference disappointed the promoters, the idea, in the

main, was good, and it certainly made the public men of Canada,

iivino- and working in the various sections of our common country,

and carrying on governments under diff"erent lines, better acquainted

with one another. If the Convention of Colonial statesmen accom-

plished nothing more than that, it did well, for the representatives of

our parliamentary institutions, from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean,

were present, and took part in the deliberations from day to day.

Nor was the purely social part of the Conference neglected. Recep-

tions, at homes, luncheons and dinners afforded the citizens of Quebec . y

the opportunity cf meeting the delegates from British Columbia, . .

Manitoba, Ontario, Nova-Scotia, and New-Brunswick, and exchang-

ing opinions and views on the questions of the day. Prince-Edward-

Island alone held aloof, her government sending no delegate and

declining to be represented. The Premier of the tight Jittle island at

that time was Mr. W. W. Sullivan, Q.C., afterwards Chief Justice.

He was not in sympathy with the political views of Messrs. Mercier
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and Mowat, and though the Conference had been called, apparently,

on principles not at all political, but with a view of looking- over the

provincial fields and comparing their relations to the central govern-

ment at Ottawa, Mr. Sullivan could not prevail upon himself to attend

the meetings. When he first received his invitation to be present

with his confreres at Quebec, it is our impression that he accepted the

call. Other counsels prevailed before the date of opening arrived,

however, and delegates from the Island took no part in the deliber-

ations. Mr. Blair proved a very valuable member of the Conference.

He made a splendid impression on his fellow-members. His tact was
wonderful, and his attitude on the various questions which came up
for discussion was characterized by breadth and liberality. His policy

has ever been conciliatory, and this happy trait in his composition

found frequent opportunity for exemplification, during the busy week
that he spent in Quebec, drafting and amending resolutions, and
debating the knotty points which from time to time pressed forward

for solution. Those who only knew him by repute soon had their

good opinion confirmed. He wasted no time in useless verbiage, but

went to the point at once, and dwelt on the issues before the Conven-
tion on the simple but sound ground of common sense. His practical

mind, was seldom, if ever, at fault, and his colleagues were unanimous
in praising his skill and ability. Several of the more important items

in the series of resolutions passed at the Conference were by his hand,

and in the way of suggestion he frequently proved a useful and zealous

mentor. We have seen that the Interprovincial Convention failed to

carry out its programme -—a programme which, after all, embraced
many sensible features ;

— but time will show that the summoning of

the Provincial Ministers to a central place, where public affairs might

be discussed in a friendly and reasonable spirit, may not be altogether

barren of results, more or less fruitful. Some of the delegates had
never met before, others were known to one another only by name.

Assembled in convention, they had good opportunities of studying

each other, and learning, in an intimate way, the requirements of the

several provinces comprising the Confederation.

In 1890, Mr. Blair and his party again triumphed, when, on the

dissolution of the House, the country was appealed to for the seventh

time since New-Brunswick had entered the federal union with Canada.

It had long been the desire of the Premier to abolish the second
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chamber, the useless and expensive appendage to the parliamentary

system of his province. Ontario had refused, in 1867, to add to her

burdens a Legislative Council. Quebec insisted on retaining her

Upper House, and the other parties to the union did not object.

Nova-Scotia had made several efforts to get rid of her appointed

chamber. Mr. Blair had moved in the same direction two or three

times, but without accomplishing his mission. The councillors, when

appealed to, turned a deaf ear to the plea and declined to commit,

upon their own persons, the act of happy despatch, though the act

itself would have been the most popular one that they could commit.

In vain Mr, Blair pleaded with all his earnestness. In vain he

strengthened his argument by urging the great expense of an institu-

tion whose power for usefulness was absolutely nil. The resources of

the province, he declared, could not support two houses of legislation.

He waited until he had four or five vacancies, and then filled them up

with men pledged to vote for their own decapitation. When the time

for the vote came round, some of these new appointees forgot their

pledges and the Council remained. Mr. Blair then tried again the

art of blandishment. He succeeded in Inducing the councillors to

consent to abolish themselves, when dissolution of the Legislature

should take place, at that time, in the ordinary nature of things, at

least four years off. In two years time, however, in 1892, he secured

at the hands of Lieutenant-Governor Tilley, who had no obstacle to

interpose, the dissolution he asked for. Of course that act destroyed,

at a single blow, the Legislative Council. Some of its members

showed their good faith by running for seats in the popular branch.

In few cases, if in any, were any of them elected. The Government

swept the province by increased majorities in many sections, but the

fates, strange to say, were opposed to the Premier, and he suffered a

bitter defeat in his native County of York, the constituency which he

had represented so faithfully and uninterruptedly from the first day

that he had entered public life and to whose political welfare he had

contributed so largely. Kingston, in one of the greatest parlia-

mentary contests ever witnessed in Canada, that of 1878, treated Sir

John A. Macdonald in a similar way. His party rode into power on

the N. P. cry, but the veteran was beaten in the old lime-stone city,

the scene of his many victories. The life-long allegiance was trans-

ferred to other hands. This Sir John felt as keenly as did Mr. Blair
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the defection of his old friends, at a moment when he saw the triumph

of the principles he had battled for in the other counties of the pro-

vince. He owed his defeat to the religious cry which had been raised

against him, and though his disgust was great, he could not help

feeling that he had not deserved treatment of that sort from his con-

stituents, llngratefulness, in his eyes, was an offense which could ill

be condoned, and his self-respect compelled him to retire from

Fredericton and seek in St-John, the commercial capital of the pro-

vince, another home. He removed to St-John, and opened a law office

there, and began the practice of his profession. Several members of

his party placed their seats at his disposal. The elected member for

Madawaska was the first to tender his resignation. Queen's followed,

and if report speaks truly, at least half a dozen other constituencies

begged him to take the one he wished. He finally selected Queen's

County, and though he was honoured with opposition, he carried the

day by a very large and crushing majority, forever setting at rest the

charge that his personal popularity among the people had been lost.

He met the House fully prepared to meet his opponents. The latter

failed to dislodge the Government from its place and, after a few

ineffectual attempts, the opposition calmed dow^n. It is thought by

many of the Premier's personal and political friends that he will not

rest to hold in the history of his country a merely provincial position.

That he has had his eye on a seat in the House of Commons, for

sometime, is probably true, and it would not surprise anybody to find

that, when the next general election is ordered for the Dominion,

Mr. Blair will present himself for a seat at Ottawa, where his talents

and abilities may find scope and employment. His home record

stands high. His name is identified with many important reforms,

and the statute-books owe to him much legislation of a useful and

practical kind. He took a very active interest in trying to get for

New-Brunswick better terms from Canada. He interested himself

laro-ely in all the legislation connected with the Crown lands and pro-

ducts of the forests. And in his own department, that of the law, he

has been a ceaseless and untiring worker. About three years ago he

was created, by the federal Government, a Queen's Counsel, an

appointment which, it is needless to say, pleased well the Bar of New-

Brunswick, and added to the list of lawyers entitled to wear the silk

one of the worthiest names that ever adorned the roll.

GEORGE STEWART.
Quebec, April, 1893. '
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JOSEPH MARMETTE

Many vears ag-o, as was my wont, I called upon my friend Oscar

Dunn, in whose boon companionship I found so much pleasure during

my short sojourn in Quebec. I was scarcely seated when a visitor

entered, a man still young in years, brown of complexion, low-sized,

but erect and well-built. His eyes struck me at once — he wore

glasses, which seemed less an aid to their defective sight than a shade

to temper their brilliancy. They bespoke a kind, ingenuous nature,

coupled with intellectual power and a bright imagination.

"Mr. Marmette," said Mr. Dunn to me. I acknowledged the

introduction with much pleasure. I had already read the Chevalier

de Mornac and Francois de Bienville^ and knew their author before

my poor deceased host gave me his name.

Joseph Marmette was born on the 23rd October, 1844, at Saint-

Thomas-de-Montmagny, issued of the marriage of Dr. J. Marmette

with Miss Eliza Tache, daughter of Sir E. P. Tache. He studied

classics in the Seminary of Quebec, and followed a law course at

Laval University for three years. Those best acquainted with his

character were surprised to see him ply so long a vocation so dry and

distasteful, and when at last he threw aside Pothier for a position in

the Provincial Treasury, it was only what everybody expected. The

change, however, was like abandoning Charybdis for Scylla ; but in

Canada, as elsewhere, talent is seldom remunerated as it deserves.

In 1882, through the influence of a friend, he was appointed to

the more congenial post of agent of the Dominion Government at

Paris. His stay there was of short duration ; he left for France in

May, 1882, and returned home in November, 1883. Of little account

was the promising welcome accorded him in the French metropolis,

or the practical, intelligent labours that he performed there—his career

of usefulness was cut short without previous warning. Yet, thanks
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to his zeal and activity, his natural talent for research and the ready

assistance of new-made friends whom he conciliated from the first, ho

succeeded, during the brief time he was in Paris, in catalog-uing" twelve

hundred volumes of manuscripts relating- to Canadian affairs.

A work that was destined, in the near future, to be of invaluable

service to Canadian historians, gained for him the especial favour of

abhe Casgrain, who found it of much vise in some of his own
lucubrations.

He was subsequently named assistant to the keeper of the Federal

records at Ottawa, and as the latter has since been superannuated,

his promotion to the vacant position would only be regarded as a

graceful acknowledgment of his intelligence and ability.

Marmette h^s given proofs of the versatility of his genius. His

Recits et souvenirs is a gem in its way, and shows infinite delicacy and

taste in conception and execution. Yet, in this line of composition,

he has predecessors and contemporaries ; but, as bard and historian

of the heroes whose deeds shed lustre on the annals of his country in

the XVII. and XVI II. century, he has neither peer nor compeer.

What lends a charm to the writings of old chroniclers is the

peculiar style of their narratives and the strange flavor of their lan-

guage and expression. There is no ambiguity — everything is life-

like and real. They portray the struggles of their heros, victorious

or vanquished, just as they are, without seeking to mitigate this

repulsive feature or that.

Whoever peruses our author's Dernier bojilet will have no difficulty

in tracing a resemblance between him and our chroniclers.

" Pierre advanced towards the cannon with his father and
" addressed a soldier who handed a match to the old invalid. ' At
" the word of command, get ready the match.' The latter, from
" force of habit, drew himself up to his full height. ' Fire !

' cried

" the officer. The cannon went off with a loud explosion and recoiled.

" At the same moment a ball from the town struck it, and in the

" rebound cut the old man in two and disembowelleci the son. The
" former fell a lifeless mass to the ground, whilst the latter, struck

" in the side, was whirled round with the force of the blow, and
" dropped into the arms of his wife, drenching her with his blood.

" The wretched woman for a moment was bereft of speech and motion
;

" then, with an unearthly cry, she flung herself on the prostrate body
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"of her husband who lay on his back, the eyes fixed hi death. The

"child, whom she had dropped from her arm in her excitement,

" besmeared with the blood of father and grandfather, continued to

" scream in a heart-rending manner. Just as succor was about to be

" extended to these afflicted creatures—for war has no time for sym-

" pathy—three notes of the bugle were sounded. 'Cease firing !' was

"the order given. An aide-de-camp rushed forward. 'Spike the

"guns,' cried he, ' and beat a retreat ! Let the dead be buried within

"a half hour!' News had been received by Mr. de Levis that the

"last of their ships had been destroyed by the British. Their only

" hope was thus shattered and gone."

Is this not a vivid word-picture of a glorious and blood-curdling

scene ? Further on we read :
" When all the bodies had been in-

"humed, the sergeant in charge of the widow wished to lead her

"away from her husband's grave—that husband whom she still fan-

"cied she beheld, although he w^as now forever lost to her sight.

"She refused to leave. 'But you cannot remain here, my dear

"woman,' urged the sergeant ;
' the troops have already begun the

" retreat' She only shook her head, without moving.

" Where do you live ?

" At I'Ange-Gardien, she murmured.
" How are you to get there ?

" I know not, she replied. Before they butchered my husband

" and his father, they burnt our home. I have nothing more to live

"for.— ' But your child ? ' soothingly spoke the priest.

"True... I had forgotten, exclaimed she, as she hugged the little

" one to her breast.—'Sergeant, said the chaplain, conduct her to

" Sainte-Foye ; she will find shelter there until chance throws her in

" the way of her friends.' And thus, leaning on her guide, this heart-

" broken mother, clasping her infant to her heart, left the scene of

" her cruellest woe."

The writer who can stir to their depths the emotions of the reader,

as is done here, must have a keenly sensitive nature himself and be

able to fully enter into the spirit and sentiment of the dramas which

he depicts. Certainly, whatever defects of style or composition may

be noticed in the creations of our author, he cannot be denied a

seductive imagination, a vivid realism, and the intoxication of

movement and action.
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The really clever writer is always able to merge his identity in his

work—to suit his style to his subject. That Marmette possessed this

rare faculty is apparent from the following- passage taken from his

Rccits et souvenirs, disentitled: Une promenade davs Paris. The

writer refers to Voltaire's Quay, a spot hallowed to all bibliophilists.

— " From end to end of Voltaire's Quay, starting from the Malaquais

" and Conte Quays up to Pont-Neuf, where the statue of Henry IV.,

"seated on his fiery bronze charger, smiles down cynically on his

"people of Paris, every spot of ground is occupied by vendors ot

" books and ^;'/V--c>-*/Yi'r. Books are lying about on shelves in the

" open air at every turn you take — books and engravings more or

" less valuable. You ha\e only to cross the street to show-windows

" facino- the quays to be confronted with countless rare masterpieces

"of the printing art, of binding, and lithography. These you will

' find flanked by all-kinds of ingenious and amusing knick-knacks,

" interspersed with precious relics of by-gone ages—old coats of mail

"curiously inlaid with gold or silver; swords with delicately

"embossed hilts, the handiwork of some master artificer of the XV.
" and XVI. centuries ; earthenwares of Bernard Palisy - - works in

"ivory—miniature statues—porcelains of China, of Saxe, or Sevres

—

"treasures all; some of them genuine, others only imitations, but

" so skilfully executed as to deceive all but the best connaisseiirs.''

I could cite numberless other pages as engrossing, but am con-

strained to deprive the reader of so delicious a treat, as I am confined

to the narrow limits of a biographical sketch, at best, but cursory

and incomplete

Marmette is one of the most prolific of Canadian writers.

His first serious work is Francois de Bienville, an historical novel,

published in 1870. This book gives evidence of a rich imagination, a

plot well worked up, with ever increasing interest, and characters

delineated to the life. As in all his works that touch upon the past

and its customs, he betrays here an intimate knowledge of archeology.

The Inicndant Bigot appeared two years later and enhanced the

reputation of its author for powerful pen and ink portraiture.

The Chevalier de Mornac, which followed two years subsequently,

is the story of the wild life and adventures of the portionless younger

son of a noble family in the XVH. century. The tale is of the melo-

dramatic school and is vigourous, spicy, and well told.
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His Fiancee du rebelle was published in the Revue Canadienne in

1875. 1 regard this as the best of all his creations— it shows more

ripeness of thought than any of his other productions. It maybe less

emotional than his Litcndant Bigot, but is a more polished and

studied composition.

The Fiancee du rehcllc is a history of the siege of Quebec by the

Americans in 1775, and, like the Chevalier de Momac and Francois

de Bienville, is given to the description of battle scenes and all the

thrilling episodes of war.

I subjoin an extract from the last mentioned novel :

" James ¥.x\\ then unceremoniously interrupted the tete-a-tete

" between Alice and Marc Evrard.

" Will Miss Alice, said he, in French, (which he had learned to

" speak very well during his travels in France after the seven years

" war) honour me by giving me the next dance ?

" I am sorry to have to refuse you, said Alice, since Mr. Evrard

" here, whom you appear not to have noticed, asked me to dance

" with him. before you came.
" Oh ! Pardon me... but are you also engaged for the next dance ?

" I am.
" And is Mr. Evrard still your partner ?

" Yes, replied Alice, slightly colouring, but delighted at the

" evident discomfiture of a man whom she detested.

" Oh ! very well, answered Evil, who, darting a glance of hatred

" at Marc, turned on his heel and walked towards a group of ladies

" whom he importuned to get up a country-dance. As this was an

" English dance, and but lately imported by the conquerors, few

•' understood it. James Evil found it gratifying to introduce this

"innovation into Canadian society, as, from his knowledge of the

"character of M. Cognard's guests on this occasion, he considered

" that they would readily humor the whim of a British officer.

" Alice and Marc could not well refuse to take part in the country

" dance, James Evil acting as master of ceremonies.

" Marc remarked to Alice, as he led her to her seat after the dance,

"that he thought she treated the poor Captain rather cavalierly,

" although in his heart he loved her all the more for having done so.

" Do you think so? said she, furtively giving a malicious glance

" from the corner of her eve. I care little what he thinks—his treat-
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" nient of you was shabby. To spite him all the more and to

"show our contempt for his new dance, let us dance a gavotte

" together."

Is the act and the thought that inspired it not natural ? Are the

Marc Evards and James Evils, as here portrayed, not characteristic

of the times they lived in ? Were their quarrels and mode of death

not in touch with that stormy epoch ?

'* Seeing his dying victim staggering towards him, with a sword
" which defied his remaining strength to lift, a sardonic smile beamed
" in Evil's countenance. He awaited the approach of Marc, who
"crawled towards him.

" Hold ! gasped the latter. I have strength enough left. ..to kill

" you !

" With up-lifted sword he at last managed to reach Evil. Oh !

" God, cried he, come to my aid.

" Evil threw himself upon the moribund, disarmed him, clutched

" him by the wrists and throat, and dragged him to the brink of the

" precipice.

" You are wrong to call upon God at such a moment, cried he.

" Vengeance belongs to the Devil, and he is my God. See how he

" has handed you over to my tender mercy. Laugh best who laughs

" last. But before I hurl you, body and soul, into the infernal regions,

" know that at this very moment, under your very eyes, I intend to

" make your wife my mistress.

" Marc made a last and supreme effort to release himself from the

" grip of his mortal foe — but in vain. Evil lifted him bodily and

"threw him over the cliff, his victim disappearing from view with a

" loud shriek. Now for my little charmer, cried the fiend in devilish

" exultation. But he never lived to touch her, for Tranquille, Evrard's

" faithful servitor, shot him dead on the instant. She, thus unex-

" pectedly delivered from her enemy, flew to the cliff, and whilst

" peering into the ravine below, was seized with vertigo and suddenly

"precipitated to the bottom, where lay her husband with life almost

"extinct. Tranquille cried out in terror on witnessing this second

"catastrophe. He at once, at great risk to himself, scrambled down
" the steep rock and with much difficulty reached the spot where his

" beloved master and mistress lay side by side. He saw at a glance

" that neither of them had long to live. Marc continued to vomit
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"blood, whilst his poor spouse was unconscious. Despite the film

" of death, Marc's eyes opened and recosrnized Tranquillc.

" Evil ? gasped he.

" Dead ! answered the other.

" Evrard gave him a silent pressure of the hand and made signs

" that he wished to be brought closer to the side of his dying wife.

" When his wish had been complied with, he feebly put his arms

" round her and pressed her to his heart. She slowly opened her

"eyes and smiled, and both gave up the spirit in one last fond

" embrace !

"

Marmette is a member of the Royal Society of Canada and was

last year elected a Fellow of Laval University.

Vecchio once wrote in the Opinion Publiqitc that it was " most

pleasing to find in a professional writer a boon companion." It is in

this sense that I now desire to continue the story of our author.

The most salient characteristic about Marmette is the largeness

of his heart. What he is wanting in height is amply compensated

for by the abnormal size of this organ. No one could be more genial

or whole-souled. In all his changing moods—joy, sorrow, or anger

—he never loses his hold on our sympathy and affection. He is

ever courteous and polite, in this respect reminding us of the manners

of the old school. For him, in the truest sense of the term, " beauty

is a joy forever," and the noble and good, his ideal.

For such as he, Paris must be the only terrestrial paradise. It was

there, in the year 1882, that we met and passed in each other's com-

pany hours, of unalloyed happiness all but too fleeting.

One day we bent our steps towards the Hirsutes. I was anxious

to introduce my friend to Emile Goudeau, who was president of this

club composed of poets, men of letters, musicians, and painters.

We found him in the act of declaiming one of his own poems. The

hall was crowded, and for a moment we were at a loss where to find

a seat, but w^ere conducted without delay to the far end, where Leo

Montancey and Marie Krysinska, friends of mine, invited us to sit

down. I introduced Marmette. He was soon engaged in an

animated conversation with Marie, who seemed to take an interest

in him. I plied LJo with a number of questions on all sorts of topics.

At last I turned my attention to our two new-made friends. Mar-

mette's eye-glasses had disappeared, and Krysinska, conscious that



440 >IKN OF THE DAV

she had an intellig-ent listener, was busy discussing- a waltz of hers

which was shortly to be published.

" You see, she was remarking, in this composition I was most
happy in my inspiration.

" Oi. ! madam, replied Marmette, it was rather the music was
happy, for was it not born of you ?" This was a stroke of Trousac,

a little malicious, perhaps, but all the same one of Trousac's best

hits. It made a very visible impression on Marie. The pause that

ensued was awkward, but the arrival of Goudeau put an end to it in

a g-eneral conversation.
'*

1 am delighted to meet you in Paris, my dear sir. You came
from that fine country, Canada, that my friend Puy is so fond of

eulogizing. I hope you intend to remain with us for some time !

" Nothing- would afford me greater pleasure, answered Marmette.
" Would it be indiscreet to ask if you have come on any particular

mission? If I can be of any service to you, I am entirely at your

disposal.
*' My^ dear sir, rejoined our author, I am not perfect, and as 1

came here to attain perfection, I know of no one who could assist

me better than yourself."

Goudreau laughed. " My friend, said he, you cannot deny your

orig-jn—you arc every inch a T^renchman, and if all your countrymen

are like you, it is we who should make a pilgrimage to Quebec. But,

alas ! our imperfections are too many ever to hope for perfection."

1 hurried Marmette away ; he would have caused me to be

forgotten by my other friends ; but as there is always something

selfish in our natures, I desired to be remembered by them still and

had but a short time left to see them.

I glanced at our author on reaching the boulevard and perceived

that he had put on his eye-glasses- again. I mentioned the matter

to him.

" Oh ! yes, but they may have another relapse," he answered.

And with this rather enigmatical remark, we wended our way to the

Cafe Voltaire for dinner.

" What a jolly place the Hirsittes ! he said.

" Is it not ? I answered.

''Yes, this clubbing together of intellectual men and women is a

irrand idea.
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" None grander, I replied. But the best thing about it is the

sanctity of the ties that here unite the sexes.

" Were worthy Faucher here, Marmette smilingly observed he
could exclaim in his most mellifluous accents, smothering for the

nonce the aristocrat within his breast :
' Friends, evil be to them

who evil think !
'
"

And having thus spoken, our author readjusted his glasses, which
he had again allowed to drop to light a cigar and partake of his coffee.

HENRY DE PUVJALOX.

Montreal, loth March, 1893.

(Translated by W. O. Farmer.)
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SIR JOSEPH HICKSON

Mex of the Day is not a mere record of the lives of successful

politicians. Its aim is to place before the people of Canada the

story of the career of men who have made names for themselves

in every department of human activity. The list is noteworthy,

for it includes, besides statesmen, gentlemen who have achieved

fame at the bar, in literature, in art, in science, in medicine, and

in the press, as well as those who have honourabh' won distiction

in the leading industrial callings of our common countr}-. Nor is

sight lost of the men who, by virtue of their indomitable will, high

character, and remarkable abilities, have succeeded in taking posi-

tions of great trust and responsibility. The historv of Canada for

three generations back reveals a goodly number of prominent names

which will always be treasured with respect, for they are ingrafted

with the steady growth and development of British North America

for more than half a century. One name high upon the roll of

honour, in connection with Canada's material history and pros-

perity, will immediately suggest itself, the name of Joseph Hickson.

for more than thirty years an officer of the Grand Trunk Railway

Company-. Mr. Hickson's career is, perhaps, one of the most

interesting and instructive which our annals afford. He was the

architect of his own fortunes, so to speak. Everj' step in the ladder

of fame was made bj' his own unaided efforts. He literally raised

himself up from a somewhat subordinate position to the highest

place within his reach. He entered upon his duties at a time when

the Grand Trunk Railway was a line of but ten hundred and ninety

miles in length, of the exceptional gauge of five feet and a half, and

earning about sevent}^ thousand dollars a week. He left the

service [when the road possessed a mileage of three thousand four
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hundred and ninet}- miles, with a uniform standard gauge of four

feet eight and one half inches, and earning all the way from four

hundred thousand dollars to half a million a week. And this apart

from lines controlled by the company, whose returns, from their

being in a foreign country, had to be made up separately. When
the history of railroading on this continent comes to be written, as

written it will be some day in the ne^r future, no man will occupy a

prouder or stronger place than that of the subject of this sketch,

who gave the best years of his stirring life to the great corporation

which has done so much in the past to develope the resources of

Canada in all directions.

In the year 1830, Joseph Hickson was born, at Utterburn, in the

county of Northumberland, England. He received a fair education,

at a good school, but having a taste for neither a profession nor

commercial pursuits, he entered, while yet a lad of tender years, the

office of the York, Newcastle and Berwick Railway Company.

Bound to rise in his calling, he not long afterwards joined the staff

of the Maryport and Carlisle Railway, which offered, at the time,

the opportunity he sought. He remained with the company until

he became chief agent at Carlisle, winning laurels for himself and

giving to his employers the utmost satisfaction. In 1851, his friend

and patron, Mr., afterwards Sir James Allport, noticing his aptitude,

induced him to enter the service of the Manchester, Sheffield and

lyincolnshire Company. In ten years time, he became Assistant to

the General Manager. The then General Manager of the line was

Mr. Edward Watkin, who subsequently became President of the

Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canada. He was favourably

impressed with young Hickson, because he saw that he was a hard

working officer, full of determination to succeed in his business, and

master of every detail in his department. The position of Chief

Accountant of the Grand Trunk was vacant. Mr. , now Sir Edward

Watkin, offered the post to Mr. Hickson, and in December, 1861,

he entered upon his duties. Not long afterwards, he became

Secretary and Treasurer, offices which tried his capacity to

the utmost. In them he had scope for the employment of

those rare and distinctive talents he even po.sses.sed at that time.

He crossed the Atlantic ocean and took up his residence in Canada,
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and from that date his life was interwoven with the progress of the

great road. What the Grand Trunk accomplished for Canada is

familiar to every student of our commercial and industrial history.

Mr. Hickson's tact was everywhere noticeable. His knowledge of

finance, his skill as an executive officer, his intimate acquaintance

wuth men, his power to override obstacles of all sorts, were in

frequent demand in the conduct of his difficult and delicate position.

He rarely made a mistake, and his devotion to the interests of his

company was not lost sight of in London, where every move that he

made was carefull}- scanned. In 1874, the responsible office of

General Manager falling vacant, Mr. Hickson was immediately

asked to fill it. He was barely forty-four years of age, and the

duties were heavy. A man less true to himself, less confident in

his own abilities, less fruitful in his resources, would have, perhaps,

feared to undertake what seemed, at the time, a superhuman task

indeed. But Mr. Hickson had never in all his life been a shirker,

and though he knew that great things were expected of him, he

lost no time in bandying empty words with the directors, but

accepted the post and at once began to fulfill his duties. Almost

the very first thing that he did w^as to put the road on a footing by

means of which it could compete with nearly all the sister lines in

this hemisphere. The gauge of his road, east of Montreal, had to

be changed, so that perfect uniformity could be had with all of the

Grand Trunk's American and Canadian connections, enabling the

cars to go through without change of bulk. The financial part of

this movement was, of course, a serious question to consider, but it

was soon mastered, and when the scheme was submitted to the full

Board, it was adopted unanimously and passed with flying colours.

About this period or a little later, he induced the Federal Govern-

ment of Canada to purchase that part of the present Intercolonial

Railway which runs from Riviere-du-L,oup to Levis. This section

of road had never paid the Grand Trunk, and when Mr. Hickson

succeeded in unloading, it to the Government, his company promptly

realized the step which he had taken. The proceeds of the sale,

amounting to about one million and a half of dollars, w^ere applied

in securing what the Grand Trunk had long wanted, viz. : the

control of a direct line to that great, busy, and bustling citj- of the
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West, Chicago. This was considered, at the time, a master-stroke

of railway tact, ability, and diplomacy. It proved at once Mr.

Hickson's capacity to deal with enterprises, however extensive, in a

bold and striking way. The Chicago extension, on which he had

had his eye for years, gave to his powerful line a direct interest in

the American system of railroads. Criticism, of course, was offered

by his rivals,— and the Grand Trunk has always had energetic

rivals,— but to the voice of Job and the lamenters he had never

failed to turn a deaf and unwilling ear. He knew that he was

undertaking a gigantic piece of work and that risks of great

moment attended his every movement. But he had faith in what

he was doing, and his perserverance in an enterprise which many

had no hope of seeing come out successfully gave to his road a

prestige and a business connection which grew in volume as time

passed on. It required courage of no small calibre to act as Mr.

Hickson acted. He was assuming a serious responsibility, but he

triumphed, and to-day he would be a bold man indeed, who would

say that the General Manager had miscalculated the results of the

undertaking he had in view. But he did not rest contented with

the Chicago extension alone. There were even greater schemes on

foot, which pressed for fulfilment. A line was built, affording a

direct connection to Toledo, Ohio, and the fusion of the Grand

Trunk with the Great Western of Canada gained for the formei- a

terminus in Detroit, Michigan, which it had previously lacked.

But Mr. Hickson did not stop at this point. Besides being the

General Manager of the Grand Trunk Railway, (3.4873^ miles) he

was President of: the Chicago and Grand Trunk
;

the Detroit,

Grand Haven and Milwaukee; the Toledo, Saginaw and Muskegon
;

the Michigan Air Line ; the Montreal and Champlain Railway
;

the St. Clair Tunnel Company, and some dozen more companies

in Canada ; also Vice-President of the International Bridge Com-

pany at Buffalo, and a director of the Central Vermont Railway,

and several of its affiliated companies. He was for many years the

absolute controlling mind of more than five thousand miles of rail-

ways in Canada and the United States. The main line, with which

he was for so many years connected, holds the rank of one of the

original five trunk lines on this continent, and it was Mr. Hickson's
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dut}', as its chief representative, to take part in the deliberations

which were, from time to time, held between these five lines, viz. : the

New-York Central, the Baltimore and Ohio, the Pennsylvania, the

Erie, and Grand Trunk Railway companies. And in those delibera-

tions, which practically concerned themselves with the momentous

and absorbing questions aflFecting the trade and enterprise of the

country in all directions, he always took a leading and conspicuous

part and brought to bear, on the discussion, the fruits of an

experience which seemed to cover every feature of railway enter-

prise, from the machine shop to the office of the highest magnate of

the line. Unostentatious in manner and easil}^ approached by all

who had real business with him, and at the same time dignified, he

gained the respect and esteem of all the managers and presidents of

other companies, who found in him a straightforward and fair-

dealing man. He never failed to keep an agreement to the letter,

and he exacted from others the same strict adherence to duty. He
stood as well with his directors in London as he did with the

business men, shippers, and travelling public of the Dominion, and

when, in 1881, he visited England, the Company which he had

served so faithfully and so well presented him with gold and silver

plate to the value of twenty-five hundred pounds sterling, together

with an address, a compliment unusual as it was deserving. The

incident proved a pleasing one in the eyes of his friends, for it showed

how much his services were appreciated by the men who best under-

stood, from practical knowledge, their full value. Had he desired

office, he could easily- have gratified his ambition in that direction,

for his friends much desired to see him in Parliament. Politics,

however, had no charm for him, unless they were railroad politics,

and though commercial honours were often offered to him, he never

scrupled to decline them. He preferred to devote his whole time

and energy to the furtherance of the best interests of his road. In

its fate his heart was bound up, and he never failed to do his utmost

to extend the resources of his Company by ever>' legitimate means

in his power. A business man by training and instinct, it was his

aim to look constantly after the interests of the Grand Trunk.

Indeed, it would be an easy matter to adduce, in support of these

statements, hundreds of witnesses. One authority says: "There
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can be no doubt at all as to the high position which the General

Manager of the great Canadian line holds on this continent, where

his name is a household word." Another observes: "No officer

could look after his charge with a more watchful or keener eye, and

once having made up his mind upon the best course to pursue,

there are not many men who could bring a greater amount of skill

and acumen to bear upon carrying the desired point to a successful

consummation. Very few people can have any idea of the constant

finesse and unceasing diplomacy required in the management of a

great railway. It is not alone in the supervision of the general

working of the road, although that in itself is an enormous tax such

as few men could successfully bear, but also in meeting the moves

of competing roads and in making essential extensions and counter

moves, that the manager and his near associates have to be inces-

santly on the alert. Mr. Hickson, during his lengthy career as a

railway man, has been engaged in some notable warfares, and he

has marshalled his forces in such a manner as to emerge through

all of them with credit to himself personally and profit to the share-

holders generally. Many roads, such, for example, as the old

Great Western, have had to succumb, but the Grand Trunk remains

to-day more strongly entrenched than ever, with new and important

territory wisely secured." And to the above expressions of inde-

pendent opinion, this quotation from a leading Ontario newspaper

may be added :

" Railways are so thoroughly public in their nature,

that they are looked upon in the popular estimation as quite in the

ordinary course of wants, and it is rarely that anybody stops to

realize the existence of the individual foresight and care invoked in

their direction and maintenance. That the Grand Trunk, the

pioneer road, should hold such a leading position to-day. with great

possibilities for the future abundantly secured to it, is largely due

to Mr. Joseph Hickson, and every day serves to give still further

justification of the unbounded confidence placed in his abilities by

the President, Sir Henry Tyler, and the other directors."

That great engineering undertaking, the St. Clair tunnel,

owes much to Sir Joseph Hickson. The tunnel itself, the longest

sub-marine tunnel in the world, may be regarded as one of the

wonders of the nineteenth century-, and a model of it, exhibited at
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the Columbian Fair, at Chicago, in 1893, attracted very great atten-

tion and admiration. Its construction involved an immense amount
of labour, and to obstacles of almost insurmountable character its

promoters found themselves continually exposed. It was Sir

Joseph Hickson himself who suggested the monster sub-aqueous

tunnel. It was largely his energy which carried it, step by step,

through to completion. It was his far-seeing judgment which
prompted him to say that the feat could be performed, and it was

his indomitable force of character which brought to his side, as

supporters of the enterprise, such men as Sir Henry Tyler, the

President of the road, and Mr. Joseph Hobson, the Chief Engineer

of the work. Sir Joseph Hickson, from the very inception of the

idea, which meant so much for his road, never lost heart or faith.

As obstacle after obstacle reared its head, he became all the more

determined to succeed and to surmount all difficulties. True it is

that he had good and fearless men about him, but without his

encouraging word, his rare administrative tact, his zeal, his enthu-

siasm, his marvellous perseverance, his personal supervision, the

tunnel might never have become an accomplished fact. It was his

keen power of perception which showed him the great advantages

which would arise from rapid transit of the St. Clair river. Years

before he made the attempt to execute the task he had marked out

for himself, he began to consolidate the scattered and moribund

railway sj-stems into a harmonious whole. The entrance of the

Great Western into the union was part of the plan. The acquisition

of lines of railway on the American side of the St. Clair river

followed, and the projected tunnel was immediate^ placed among
the possibilities. The St. Clair Tunnel Company was formed.

In the autumn of 1886, operations were begun by sinking test

shafts on both sides of the river to a depth of ninety-two feet on the

American side and ninety-eight feet on the Canadian side. The
shafts were four by eight feet, built of pine timbers one foot square,

with a solid stay across the centre. At the bottom, drifts were

extended under the river at right angles to the shafts, on the Cana-

dian to a distance of hundred and fifty feet and on the American

side of thirty feet. The Company decided to build under the river

first from huge shafts on each shore. The work was commenced in
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1888. The shafts were twenty-three feet in diameter, with brick

walls two feet six inches in thickness. The walls were built upon

a cast-iron circular shoe with a knife edge, which kept sinking as

the excavation was going on below, and the bricks were built

above. The whole mass of brick was to sink gradually with its

own weight into the excavation. The work, however, failed to

produce the results anticipated, and several failures occurred,

failures which might well have daunted a less hopeful soul than

that of the leader in the great enterprise. The plan was changed,

and it was decided to drive the tubes through from the extremities.

The machinery plant and equipment were moved one thousand

eight hundred feet inland on the American side and one thousand

nine hundred feet on the Canadian shore. Two great spoon-shaped

excavations were made, one at each shore, and operations on these

cuttings began in January, 1889. The tunnel was completed in

1890, at a cost of nearly three million dollars. Its length is six

thousand and twenty-six feet, of which two thousand two hundred

and ninety feet are under the water and the remainder under dry

land. The maximum depth of the river is forty feet. The length

of the tunnel under dry land on the Canadian side is one thousand

nine hundred and ninety-four feet, on the American side one thou-

sand seven hundred and sixteen feet. Ths length of the tunnel and

approaches is eleven thousand five hundred and fifty-three feet. As

a specimen of engineering skill, the tunnel ranks among the great

scientific achievements of the century, and it will stand for years a

noble and enduring tribute to the genius, fortitude, and push of its

eminent promoters.

In January, 1890, the Queen, in recognition of Mr. Hickson's

services to Canada, confirmed upon him the rank and title of

Knight Bachelor. The honour was entirely unsought, but it was

none the less welcome, on that account, to Sir Joseph's friends, to

whom it was a source of real pleasure. When the Dominion Govern-

ment, in response to a demand made by the temperance members

of Parliament, created the Prohibition Commission to enquire into

that question with a view of passing legislation on its report,

Sir Joseph Hickson was named Chairman of the body. In

the furtherance of his duties he had to travel extensively



SIR JOSEPH HICKSOX 457

throughout the country and listen to all sorts of evidence. Whether
the promoters of the scheme will realize their expectations cannot

be said to-day, but no one will question the fairness and impar-

tiality of the Chairman, who sought, by every means at his com-

mand, to gather all needed information on a subject which deeply

interests a large section of our population. When the report and

the testimony are laid before Parliament, the people will be in a

position to judge as to the practical value of the evidence collected.

That it has been faithfully taken, however, none can deny.

In 1869, Sir Joseph Hickson married Miss Catherine Dow,
daughter of the late Andrew Dow, Esq., and niece of a wealthy

brewer of that name. Of that union six children are now living.

A many sided man in his intercourse with humanity. Sir Joseph

Hickson has entered largely into the social and business life of the

people. He has long been a prominent citizen of Montreal, doing

his share unostentatiously always and in a manner which never

failed to afford pleasure to others. Whenever called on to aid this

or that object, appeals have not been made in vain. A strong

believer in healthful and bracing sports, his support has ever been

given to their development and extension. Entering largely into

the business life of the metropolitan city of Canada, he has found

time and opportunity to identify himself with its progress and pros-

perity. In a word, he has succeeded in making himself a part of

whatever is progressive and admirable in the Dominion's chief city,

where he is respected and esteemed for qualities which have sub-

jected him, throughout his long public career, to the severest test.

GEORGE STEWART.
Quebec, July, 1893.
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JOHN COSTIGAN
'''' Quce regio in terris nostri non plena laborisf

" Nobody can be in two places at the same time, barring a bird,"

is a sententious observation credited, as usual, to the witty but

blundering Hibernian. Whatever reasonable doubt may exist as to

the ubiquit}' of the bird, there is no reason whatever to question the

ubiquity of Irishmen. They seem, indeed, to possess more than any

other race the faculty of obiquity — the faculty of occupying all

space, all places at one and the same time ; so much so, that it is

humourously surmised the North Pole, if ever discovered, will be

found in possession of a colony of Celts.

Be this as it may, the light-hearted, keen-witted, adventurous

sons of the Green Isle have made for themselves an "habitation

and a name '

' the world over. With a
'

' fair field and no favour,
'

'

they are capable of keeping their ground against all comers, whether

in the camp or in the cabinet, and, not unfrequently, to wield the

sceptre of sovereignty, to be the power behind the throne, wherever

the destiny happens to cast their lot.

History boasts no prouder names in the bead-roll of glory than

the O'Donnells of Spain ; the Lally-Tollendals, the Dillons, and the

MacMahons of France ; the Nugents and the Taafes of Austria
;

the Gavin DufFys of Australia ; the Carrolls, Meaghers, and John

Boyle O'Reillys of the land of the Stars and Stripes : the Lynches

and O'Higginses of South America ; the gifted D'Arc}' McGees, the

Senator Murphys, the Anglins, Currans, and Hingstons of this

Canada of ours.

With these distinguished names I have no hesitation in bracket-

ing that of our Secretary of State, the honourable John Costigan,

the subject of the present sketch, a man whose renown is boundless

as the limits of the Dominion itself, whose name is a " household '

'
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word, synonymous of all that is noble and unselfish in the hallowed

domain of religion and nationality.

Born at St. Nicholas, in the pioneer province of Quebec, on

the ist February, 1835, the Secretary of State is still in the prime

of life, and, although he may be unconscious of the fact himself,

has achieved lasting fame in the annals of his country, where the

memory of his disinterested conduct and patriotic deeds shall live

after him to encourage others to walk in the paths of public duty

and honour, be those paths ever so beset by slander and malevolence.

He was educated at St. Ann's College, man}- of whose alumni

have attained to eminence in their respective careers. His success

as a scholar was most gratifying. He was bright and intelligent,

studious and ambitious— qualities in the pupil which, as a rule, give

bright promise of the man.

Having finished his classical course with much eclat, he left the

peaceful haven of his alma mater to embark on the stormy sea of life.

He was subsequently appointed Registrar of Deeds for Victoria

and Judge of the Inferior Court of Common Pleas, New-Brunswick.

But this field of usefulness, however honourable in itself, was

too narrow for the natural activity and laudable ambition of the

youthful incumbent of the Common Pleas' Court.

Prompted by his own desires and the urgent solicitations of his

fellow-townsmen, he decided to enter public life.

Politics have a strong fascination for most people of a warm,

sanguine temperament. Although, like other careers, that of politics

can be debased and rendered obnoxious, it can also be exalted and

rendered worthy of a nation's gratitude. Its possibilities are

alluring and unbounded. Just as the commonest soldier who
fought under Napoleon Bonaparte was supposed to carry in his

knapsack the baton of a Field Marshall, thus is it quite within the

bounds of possibility, for any deserving young man possessed of

native grit, talents, and ambition, to find in pure, unselfish politics

the sceptre of empire, the " open sesame" to the higest offices in th*e

State, the passport to fame or fortune, or both.

Abroad, we have the brightest examples of individual success

and renown thus achieved. At home, with the political destinies

of our country are identified our Lafontaines, Taches, Macdonalds,
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Cartiers, Dorions, McGees, Chapleaus, Lauriers, Blakes, Abbotts,

Thompsons, and a host of others scarcely less illustrious.

The honourable Mr. Costigan was elected in 1S61 for Victoria

to the New-Brunswick Assembly ; and such is his popularity and

the unbounded confidence reposed in him by the people of this

constituency, that they have continued to return him as their repre-

sentative for a period of thirty-two years. He sat in the Local

Assembly for five years and in the House of Commons, after the

Union, for the balance of the time.

Shortly after Confederation had become an accomplished fact

and when Mr. Costigan was yet new to the Federal House of

Commons, a dark cloud began to loom up on the political horizon.

It continued to grow larger and darker, its threatening aspect

portending a storm that might burst at any moment. This gather-

ing storm came in the guise of the Xew-Brunswick School Act— an

act that called up at once the demon of sectarian strife. The fight,

a most stubborn and bitter one, was for a while confined to the

narrow limits of the Local Assembly, but was finall}' transferred to

the broader field of Dominion politics. Thence its echoes were

repeated from end to end of tht countr}-, from the broad Atlantic to

the Rockies, resulting in an agitation that stirred to their depths

the worst passions of the multitude. A similar agitation has been

again started in the distant homes of Manitoba, which is much to be

deprecated b}' all who love
'

' peace and good will
'

' better than the

feuds of sect and race.

And here I would crave the reader's indulgence if I digress from

the even tenor of my narrative to place on record an humble expres-

sion of opinion on the vexed subject of Separate Schools, a topic of

paramount importance. In so doing, I desire it to be understood

that I am actuated by no unfriendly spirit towards those whose

conscience prompts them to hold different views. The subject is

one that admits of amicable discussion ; but upon the equitable

settlement of the matter in dispute largely depend the peace and

pro.sperity of the community — a mixed community, whose diverse

interests, so inextricably interwoven for good or ill, it is the duty of

every good citizen to so harmonize as to reduce all chances of social

discord of friction to the merest minimum.
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I hold then that the question of Separate Schools must ever be a

burning one for Catholics. And why ? Because to them every

attempt made to suppress their schools savours of religious persecu-

tion, and the history of the world demonstrates that such persecu-

tions only result in confusion and chaos, in wrecking the harmony

and kindly feelings that should unite the brotherhood of men.

But there is one remarkable feature in connection with the

crusade against Separate Schools which goes to show how short-

sighted and illogical is weak human nature when blinded by

prejudice or passion. The worst enemies of these schools are the

champions of " Equal Rights "— men in season and out of season in

the habit of proclaiming from the housetops their readiness to die

for ' civil and religious freedom." But how do these men put their

plausable professions into practice ? By simply ignoring the

"rights" of Catholics, abolishing Catholic schools, and hence, by

arbitrarily excluding Catholics, to 'all intents and purposes, from

the legitimate benefit of this " civil and religious freedom !" Hence,

also, " Equal Rights" are empty terms— a "delusion and a snare"

as far as Catholics are concerned.

And yet the claim put forward 'by the advocates of Separate

Schools involves a principle ; and principles are fixed and boundless

as the universe, unconfined and unconfinable by geographical lines.

That principle is this : if Protestants have the right to select thei7'

schools, then Catholics, surely, have the same right, whether they

live in New-Brunswick, Manitoba, or elsewhere. This principle has

been recognized with the best results in the province of Quebec : why
not enforce it throughout the Dominion ? Principles are not founded

upon might, prejudice, or bigotry, but upon right, equity, and

justice ;
nor should they be affected by the " quirks, quibbles, and

quiddities
'

' that a forced interpretation of constitutional documents

may conjure up in the unhallowed course of faction or fanaticism.

The Catholic majority, as we see, respect and uphold this principle
;

the Equal Rights majority would trample it under foot, substituting

instead the old pagan motto : lex talionis, vcc vidis !

The honourable Mr. Costigan was fully in touch with his

countrymen and co-religionists in their agitation for the repeal of the

New-Brunswick School Act. He attacked the obnoxious measure
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from his seat in the Federal Commons with all the vehemence and
eloquence born of righteous indignation and sense of a wrong inflicted.

He returned to the charge time and again with a spirit of intrepiditj'

undaunted. On the 20th of May, 1872, he moved an address praj-ing

His Excellency to disallow the Act on the ground '

' that said law is

unjust and causes much uneasiness among the Roman Catholic

population." Failing to effect his purpose then, we find him, on the

14th of May, 1873, a year subsequently, moving another address

praying "that the Government should advise His Excellency to

disallow the Acts passed by the New-Brunswick Legislature," which
was carried. Acting on the lines of the preceding addresses, he once
more moved, on the 6th of May, 1874, for an address to Her Majesty,

praying to cause an Act to be passed amending the British North
American Act, 1867, by providing "that every religious denomi-
nation in New-Brunswick shall continue to possess and enjoy all

such rights with regard to their schools as they possessed and enjoyed

at the time of the passage of the said Act," etc. . . This motion, for

reasons well known, was subsequently withdrawn. But in March of

the following year (1875), he took the matter up again by moving a

resolution praying for the passage of an Act amending the British

North American Act in the sense that it be provided "that the

Roman Catholic inhabitants of New-Brunswick shall have the same
rights, privileges, etc., as to separate and dissential schools, etc., as

are enjoyed and possessed by the Roman Catholic minority of

Ontario and the Protestant minority of Quebec." This motion, after

amendment, was carried.

The stand taken by Mr. Costigan on this school question shows
him to be a man who has the courage of his convictions under the

most trying circumstances, and that the charge of pusillanimity or

want of character can not be laid at his door. He was resolute and
tenacious of purpose throughout this memorable struggle in the face

of the most discouraging obstacles, buoyed up, no doubt, by the

knowledge that " thrice is he armed whose cause is just."

His loyalty and devotion in a cause approved by his conscience,

the zeal, energy, and eloquence which he displayed in its advocacy
won for Mr. Costigan on this occasion the respect and consideration

of friends and foes alike. The late Sir John A. Macdonald, no bad
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judge of character, at once testified his approbation of his worth by

offering him the portfolio of Inland Revenue. He was sworn of the

Priv}^ Council in 1882, and has held office in every new or recon-

structed Cabinet since.

But scarcely had he fought out the battle of his countrymen and

co-religionists in this, the land of his birth, than his chivalrous

spirit urged him to extend what succor he could to those struggling

for national rights in his native land by descent.

About the year 1873, the Irish Home Rule movement appeared

to receive a new impetus. Clubs were formed all over the United

States and Canada. It was the revival of the spirit of Repeal

initiated generations previously by Daniel O'Connell, a spirit that

may slumber, but never dieth. Years have elapsed since John

Woolman, in the first dawn of the abolition sentiment, thus wrote of

slavery in the neighbouring Republic :

" To labour for a redemption

from the spirit of oppression is the main business of the whole family

of Christ Jesus." In the same way Home Rule, which is meant to

antagonize this " spirit of oppression," should be regarded as the

"main business," if not of the whole family, at least of that integral

portion of it that claims Ireland as its home by birth or descent.

Patriotism is a duty at once sacred and imperative. It is no respector

of class, clime, or creed. It is a plant ineradicably rooted in the soil

of every generous nature, the blood of its victims only serving to

refresh and perpetuate it the more.

In this connection, who does not recall the noble lines of the

famous bard of Abbotsford ?

" Lives there a man with heart so dead.

Who to himself hath never said :

This is my own, my native land !

If such there breathe, go, mark him well :

For him no minstrel raptures swell.

High though his titles, proud his name.

Boundless his wealth as wish can claim.

Despite those titles, power, and pelf,

The wretch concentred all in self.

Living shall forfeit fair renown
And, doubly dying, shall go down
To the vile dust from whence he sprung,

Unwep', unhonor'd, and unsung."
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The fame of Therraopj-lce and Marathon is imperishable and was

won in the field of battle. The fame of the Thermopyljes and

Marathons that Erin's sons are now leagued together to fight under

the banners of Home Rule will be no less imperishable, though

fought in the bloodless arena of politics. In one respect the cause of

the heroic Greeks and the scarcely less heroic Home Rulers is

identical ; it is the struggle of right against might, a struggle for

national freedom in the one instance, for legislative independence in

the other.

Never ashamed to identify himself with the aspirations of his

countrymen for the restoration of Ireland's parliamentary autonomy,

in this respect standing out in enviable contrast to some of his com-

patriots of the Slid rosa, lip-fervent genus, the worthy subject of our

sketch threw himself into this struggle with his characteristic dash

and determination.

In the session of 1882 he moved and carried an address to Her
Majesty, " pra3-iug that she would grant Home Rule Government to

Ireland, for the release of the 'suspects' and other ameliorations."

This address is known as the famous " Costigan Home Rule

Resolutions." He supported his motion b}- an able and exhaustive

speech and was repeatedly applauded in the course of its delivery.

His points were admirably taken, dispassionately presented, but

emphasized with much force and clearness of argument. The
discourse made an excellent impression on the House, which finally

consented to adopt the resolutions unanimously. An official copy

of the address was forwarded to Mr. Gladstone, then Premier of the

Imperial Parliament, and was received during the discussion of the

Irish Home Rule bill by the latter bodj-.

Although, like the "mustard seed," the smallest and most

insignificant of seeds, the "resolutions" may have been disregarded

for a spell, we are at liberty to surmise that they fructified later, that

it was they first inspired England's Grand Old Man with the thought

of espousing the cause of Home Rule for Ireland. At least, they had

the merit of being the first official utterance endorsing the measure

voiced by any of Britain's colonies, and of inducing the legislatures

of other countries to take similar action. The consensus of opinion

thus evoked in different quarters of the globe could not fail but
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benefit, if only indirectly and after a lapse of time, the cause it

upheld.

Although Mr. Costigan cannot be said to monopolize debate, he

always commands a respectful hearing when he addresses the House.

With him it is cogency and coherency before mere vanity and

garrulity. " Brevity is the soul of wit." If honourable members

kept this maxim more in mind, a great deal of wasted time would

be saved ; and as "time is money," in their case wasted time is

money lost to the Government and the country. The people's over-

talkative representatives, consequently, might well profit by an

anecdote told of Dean Swift. The latter once preached a charity

sermon in St. Patrick's Cathedral, but had the mortification to hear

it spoken of as much too long. " I shall not fall into that error,"

thought he,
'

' when I get another opportunity.
'

' The opportunity

came, and he thus improved it. "Dearly beloved brethren," he

began, " I am instructed by my text that he who giveth to the poor

lendeth to the Lord." This he repeated in an emphatic tone and

proceeded: "Now, beloved brethren, if you like the terms and

approve the security, down with the dust." He descended from the

pulpit and had the satisfaction to find that this pithy oration was

followed by a very liberal collection. Verbum sap.

As a Minister of the Crown, our worthy Secretary of State's

"hands are clean" and spotless. At that crucial period, a few

sessions ago, when so-called scandals and rumors of scandals filled

the air about Parliament Hill, the breath of suspicion never sallied

the brightness of his official honour. Like Caesar's wife, he was
" above suspicion."

Yet, in the words of Shakespeare slightly altered, we have latterly

beheld ''fanatics rush in where slanderers feared to tread," and

attempt to blast his good name and fame by charging him with

treachery to his late chief. Sir John A. Macdonald. But an able

writer in The Ottaiva Citizen has triumphantly vindicated the

Minister's character from the baseness of a charge evidenth' conceived

in indecent bigotry and craddled in baser malignity.

I subjoin the Citizen' s article as appropriately forming a part of

this sketch. "The Mails objection to Mr. Costigan is one of

treason to his colleagues, a charge sufficiently serious, if true, to
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necessitate, not only his withdrawal from the Cabinet, but his retire-

ment from public life and from the society of all honourable men.

But the weak point in the MaiV s impeachment is its untruthfulness,

for indeed that journal has deliberately repeated charges against

Mr. Costigan which it has known for j-ears to be utterly unfounded.

"Our readers are aware of the delicate position of a Cabinet

Minister. On all questions of public policy, the Cabinet is a unit,

and if a Minister is unable to agree with his colleagues, his duty is

to resign. But his reasons for resignation can be revealed only by
the Governor General, so that, unless this is obtained, his lips are

sealed, while his motives are liable to misconstruction at the hands
of unscrupulous men, whose conception of character is cramped by
their moral obliquit}'. Sometimes it occurs that, after a Minister has

tendered his resignation, explanations take place and the resignation

is withdrawn
; in which case the Minister's difficulty is enhanced,

for not only is he compelled to silence, but the field is enlarged for

men of vivid imagination and lax moral sense to exercise their talents.

" It was in such a position Mr. Costigan found himself during

the session of 1884. For reasons which, though never officially

announced, were an open secret, at the Capital at least, Mr. Costigan

placed his resignation in the hands of Sir John Macdonald. He had
then for two years occupied a seat in the Cabinet and was recognized,

as he still is, as the representative of the Irish Catholics of Canada.

Rightly or wrongly, he conceived that they were not being treated

with the same impartiality as other elements of the population and
that they did not enjo}' a proportionate measure of the benefits and
privileges in the bestowal of the Government. Impressed with this

belief and unwilling to lay himself open to the charge of being bribed

by office to perpetuate a state of affairs abhorred to any high-minded
man, Mr. Costigan sacrificed position, emolument, and comfort to

what he considered to be his duty, and resigned his portfolio and
seat in the Cabinet. What the nature of the negotiations which
resulted in the withdrawal of his resignation within twenty-four

hours was, we do not know any more than does The Mail, and it is

absurd to indulge in speculation. This, however, is the true story

of Mr. Costigan' s resignation, and the account of it fabricated by
The Mail is wholly illusory.
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" Speaking in Kingston a fortnight ago, Mr. Costigan referred to

the incident of 1884 ; but unfortunately he was reported as having

placed the date at the time of the Pacific Scandal in 1873. Mr.

Costigan was then a private member of the House, and, so far from

having any misunderstanding with Sir John Macdonald, followed his

illustrious leader into opposition when it was open to him, had he

desired, to have joined hands with the desertors and gone over to the

enemy's camp.
" It is true that Mr. Costigan's resignation was tendered at the

time that the loan to the Canadian Pacific Railway was under

discussion. It is also true that Mr. Costigan agreed to the Govern-

ment's policy of granting the loan, but it is absolutely false, as stated

by The Mail, that he rose in the House to make a speech against the

loan to which, in his Ministerial capacity, he had given his approval.

When Mr. Costigan rose that morning, it was half past one o'clock
;

he was suffering from a severe hoarseness which rendered his voice

almost inaudible. He moved the adjournment of the debate. Sir

John Macdonald objected; but Mr. Costigan persisted, pleading that,

in the state of his voice, he w^ould prefer not to be forced to speak,

but that, if he must speak, he would do so. Sir John then gave way
and the House adjourned. What Mr. Co.stigan would have said, as

he frequently informed his friends, would have been to declare his

purpose, notwithstanding his altered relations to the Ministry, to

support the loan to which he had assented at the Council Board.

Sir John Macdonald subsequently stated to the House that Mr.

Costigan's resignation was dated the i8th February, was received

by him on the 19th and withdrawn on the 19th. When Mr. Costigan

rose to speak, it was in the early morning of the 19th, and his

resignation had probably been in Sir John's hands for twelve hours.

" The Mail is certainly drawing copiously on its imagination

when it depicts Mr. Costigan going to Sir John Macdonald and

begging forgiveness and the return of his resignation. The idea is

too puerile for a moment's serious consideration. Mr. Costigan, it

is well known, is neither beggar nor sycophant, while Sir John

Macdonald's most rabid enemies never accused him of being a

simpleton ; for who else would have admitted to his councils a man
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of such a character as The Mail ascribes to Mr. Costigan, or have

taken back into his favour a traitor who had tried to stab him in the

dark ?
'

•

By way of corraborative testimony, Tlie Citizeii refers the reader

to Hansard, 1884, \'ol. I, pages 457 and 525, for two speeches made
on different occasions in the House by Sir John Macdonald, which
clearly exonerate Mr. Costigan from all blame in the premises.

The Mail's denunciation of Mr. Costigan for speaking and voting

as he did in the Clarke Wallace affair is equally absurd and ground-

less. The question at issue was not a Government one : consequentl}-

ministers and members were at liberty to vote as they pleased.

Thus we see that our Minister's loyalty to his colleagues, like his

sterling integrity, can no more be injured by the tongue of detraction

than steel can be harmed bj' the bite of the viper.

In private life, Mr. Costigan is highly esteemed by those who
know him intimately. He is found to be open-hearted and

hospitable, a warm friend and boon companion.

In 1855, ^^ "^^'^s married to Harriet, daughter of Mr. J. R. Ryan,

and is most happj- in his domestic relations.

It only remains for me to add that, were modesty less ingrained

in his nature, our worthy Secretary of State, without exposing him-

self to the imputation of excessive egotism, might truthfullj' exclaim

with the latinist : No7i omnis moriar.

\V. O. FARMER.
Montreal, August, 1893.
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LOUIS OLIVIER TAILLON

Tall and vigorous, with open countenance and waving

beard. Mr. Taillon is a man whose appearance naturally attracts

attention.

When he speaks, his sonorous voice is animated, now by the

accents of deep rooted conviction, now by honest indignation, now

by an ardent enthusiasm for the cause which he pleads. It is not

easy for his hearers to withold their assent from the views which he

expresses, and his sincerity is beyond the reach of doubt. He
impresses one as a man who says what he thinks and who says it

because he thinks it. In a word, and I think it sums up the char-

acteristics of the man, Mr. Taillon is a man of conviction and

therefore a man of strength.

In this country the entrance into the political arena is made at

an early age. Scarcely out of college, the young man enrols himself

in one of those armies which are called political parties. In the

ranks at first, he soon aspires to a less insignificant grade. Not long

after, he makes his debut in Parliament, and, if talent and character

are his, he will take his place, while still young, on the ministerial

benches. Such precocious success is not without its counterpart in

England, where William Piit, at the age of twenty-four, formed a

ministry', and where the present prime minister (Mr. (iladstone) has

been nearly seventy years in public life.

Mr. Taillon is still in the prime of life, and yet his career has

already been a long one. He was born at Terrebonne, birthplace of

numerous statesmen, on September 26th, 1840. He studied at

Masson College, and, on leaving that institution, embraced the legal
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profession. He was admitted to the bar in 1865, and commenced to

practice in Montreal.

Like many others, Mr. Taillon commenced to take an interest

in poHtics at an early age. A very strong fighter, he soon rose from

the ranks, and, in 1875, was selected I0 bear the conservative

standard in the electoral division of Montreal East, the most

populous constituency and the most important in the Province of

Quebec. Mr. Taillon did not deceive the expectations formed of

him. He was elected by a large majority. On subsequent occa-

sions, he asked of the electors of this powerful division the renewal

of their confidence, and each time his name was returned at the head

of the list. In 1882, when the Legislative Assembly met after the

almo.st phenomenal victory of the Conservative party at the General

Elections of December 2nd, 1881, Mr. Chapleau, then prime minis-

ter, proposed the election of Mr. Taillon as speaker of the Legislative

Assembly. This proposition was carried with enthusiasm, and Mr.

Taillon mounted the presidential chair, amid the acclamations of the

whole Chamber. He occupied this distinguished position for two

years, during which period he displayed his urbanity, his impartial-

ity, and his familiarity with the rules of parliamentary procedure.

During this same period, Mr. Chapleau had retired from provincial

politics, and resigned together his portfolio as head of the Cabinet,

and his seat in the Provincial Legislature, of which he had been a

member since Confederation, to accept the post of Secretary of State

in the Federal Cabinet. The late Judge Mousseau had taken his

place as Premier of the Province of Quebec. The Mousseau ministry

lasted a year and a half, and was replaced by one headed by Doctor

Ro.ss, in which Mr. Taillon received, on January 23rd, 18S4, the

portfolio of Atlorney-Gtneral. On this occasion Mr. Taillon was

elected by acclamation iii Montreal East.

The Ross-Taillon ministry lasted two years. With a large

majority in the Legislative Assembly, a majority secured at the

polls on December 2nd, 1881, it seemed to be justified in claiming a

long lea.se of life. But serious events had happened in the North-

West. Louis Riel, returned a short time previously from the United

States, had raised the standard of rebellion throughout the territo-

ries. Before the country could realize, even, what was going on in



LOUIS OLIVIER TAILLOX 483

these distant regions, it became necessary to take part in the

incidents connected with the first insurrectionary movement since

1S37. The history of this war, if it can really be so styled, need not

be told here. The denouement was not long delayed. The Metis

were crushed. Their leader was arrested, tried on a charge of high

treason, and found guilty. Louis Riel paid the penalty of his

offence on the scaffold ; but his death was the beginning of a series

of grave troubles throughout the country, and nowhere more than

in the Province of Quebec.

The history of the movement, known as the "national"

movement, can be written when its principal leaders shall have

been judged before the tribunal of posterity, more impartial

and less under the influence of passion than ourselves. We are too

near the events to be able to appreciate them. Even now, it

would be rash to hazard an opinion which would be hotly discussed

and which would infallibly be condemned as influenced by political

prejudices.

But we will be permitted to say that it was a hurricane, or, if

the word is preferred, a kind of cyclone. The whirlwind of dust

which accompanied it, darkened everything. Carried off their feet

by the violence of the tempest, many men neither could nor knew

how, until later, to steady themselves and regain their footing. The

Ross Cabinet had resolutely decided upon a policy of non interven-

tion, a position which to me seems to have been a logical one, since

its responsii)ilit}- did in no wise extend to occurrences happening a

thousand leagues away from Quebec. But it was merely raising the

storm. At the time of the elections of 1886, the tempest was still

raging, though its violence had lessened somewhat. Mr. Taillon

was one of its victims. He fell at the hands of his constituents of

Montreal East, who thitherto had never failed to acclaim him. It

was difficult to appreciate the general result of the election ; so many

men of new shades emerged from the electoral testing machine, that

the judgment of the Legislature had to be waited for. The day

preceding the opening of the Session, Mr. Ross resigned his portfolio,

and Mr. Taillon, who had been elected in Montcalm, formed a

ministrj-, which was shortlived, since its members resigned two days

later, on January 27th, 1887, following an unfavourable vote in the
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Legislative Assembly, (i) Mr. Mercier succeeded Mr. Taillon, who

became leader of the opposition.

From that moment henceforth, we enter upon the history

of our own times. Thanks to a small majority in the Legislative

Assembly, Mr. Mercier retained power until June 17th, i8go, when

the General Elections were held, which tripled his majority. Mr.

Taillon could have been elected by acclamation in Montcalm, but he

wished to contest the enemy's stronghold in the county of Jacques

Cartier. There he fell, and, after fifteen years of public life, during

which he had occupied the foremost positions, he retired and

resumed, without regret, we believe, the practice of his profession.

I have said that Mr. Mercier had tripled his majority at the

General Elections of 1890. That is to say that he was all powerful

in the new legislature. But, as he had reached the summit of the

Capitol, he was not far from the Tarpeian Rock. On his return

from a voyage to Europe, in the summer of 1891, a journey, we are

told, that was one triumphant progress, he found the Senate of

Canada occupied with the consideration of a question which referred

to the Bale des Chaleurs Railroad. Public opinion was excited over

the declarations made in the Senate, and Mr. Angers, Lieutenant-

Governor of the Province of Quebec, invited Mr. Mercier to give

explanations. A commission of enquiry was appointed ;
numerous

witnesses were examined, and, on December 17th, 1891, Mr. Angers

dismissed Mr. Mercier, and summoned Mr. de Boucherville to form

a ministry.

For a year and a half previously, Mr. Taillon had devoted him-

self ardently to the practice of his profession. Mr. de Boucherville

.summoned him to his side, and, with a rare desinterestedness, Mr.

Taillon agreed to form one of the new cabinet, without holding any

portfolio. This was equivalent to accepting the task but refusing

the remuneration. The General Elections of March 7th, 1892,

followed. Mr. Taillon was elected in the County of Chambly,

which had long been held by the enemy, and the de Boucherville

Government, throughout the province, .scored a brilliant triumph.

(i). The fall of this ministry recalls the fall of the Brown-Dorion Cabinet

of 1858, which also lived only two days.
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Mr. de Boucherville, however, did not long wish to continue to

support a burden, so heav}', especially at his age. From the

moment that his probable retirement began to be talked of, public

opinion designated Mr. Taillon as his successor.

Without being guilty of indiscretion, the author, who can vouch

for the fact, may be permitted to say that Mr. Taillon did not seek

the high position, that it was almost thrust upon him, and that he

onl)' accepted it in deference to the unanimous wish of the Conserva-

tive party. Mr. Taillon, then, became Prime Minister of the

Province of Quebec, in December, 1894. He is Prime Minister

to-day, and without trespassing upon the domain of politics, I can

vouch for the fact that he possesses the confidence, not only of his

party, but also of those men who, affiliated to no particular political

party, are content to judge governments, like men, by their works.

The present prime minister is, in fact, a man, whose honesty

is above all suspicion, whose disinterestedness borders on the scru-

pulous, and who reckons not personal sacrifices when duty is in

question. Mr. Taillon could have acquired an honourable fortune

at the Bar ; he is one of those men to whom clients would never be

wanting, because such men know how to inspire confidence. And

yet, I do not hesitate to affirm that Mr. Taillon is to-day a poor

man. If to sacrifice one's self for one's country; to neglect one's

affiiirs for those of one's countr}^ is patriotism, surely men who, like

Mr. Taillon, make this sacrifice unhesitatingly, are patriots worthy

of all praise.

Again, if this disinterestedness were rewarded Ah I

Public life ! How many men with generous ambition, with nobility

of character, has it filled with enthusiasm at the outset of their

careers, and disgusted, before they had yet been able to give to the

public service the full extent of their abilities. Politics, a war more

merciless than that carried on by shot and shell. It is a field of

battle where no quarter is given where to the light of day are

exposed, all the weaknesses, all the failings, true, supposed or even

manufactured of whole cloth, of the opponent. Should one be as-

tonished, then, if, in certain moments, the public man, to whom
nothing appears to be left to desire, who is an object of adoration to

his friends, of enthusiasm to his partisans, who is listened to with an
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unquestioning obedience, must one be astonished if this man lets fall

occasionally an expression of regret, that he pictures to himself a

more peaceful existence wherein he would be permitted to live for

his family, for his friends, and to free himself, not that his courage

fails him, but that disgust overcomes him, of the mire with which

cowardly insulters have besmirched him ? Indeed, what else can be

expected ? Cincinnatus ever regrets his plough, and I am not dis-

inclined to think that he is right.

Mr. Taillon, perhaps, escapes not this fate. Hardy combatant

though he be, whatever his natural vocation for a political career,

and I think he has such a vocation, since it is imposed upon him,

and since it is said that " Vox populi, vox Dei,'" it does not prevent

him from having more aversion than love for political life. He ever

regrets his professional studies and the more worthy and more

courteously conducted contests in the courts.

Are such regrets as these calculated by nature to diminish the

strength of the man who experiences them ? It is possible, for, as

a general rule, intelligence cannot be exerted to its fullest extent

when the heart is not beating in sympathy. Nevertheless, true

patriotism consists in uniting devotion to sacrifice ; one must first

conquer one's self, if one wishes to conquer others. So, without

doubt, Mr. Taillon understands it, since he stands there at the

breach, and, God knows, he evades not the blows.

Mr. Taillon is one of our most potent popular orators. Not that

he is a rhetorician ; but, as I have said above, he is a man of con-

viction, and that is all that he lequires to enable him to attain to

what should be the highest ambition of every speaker, the persuasion

and the carrying away of his hearers. Anxious to convince rather

than to dazzle, Mr. Taillon neglects the flowers and the figures of

rhetoric. There fall from his lips no effective phrases, no high

sounding words, high sounding but often meaningless, which

call forth applause, it is true, but which change no opinions.

Oratorical ruses are to him unknown. He does not dress up

truth ; nor does he denude it. He goes straight to the point,

discusses and dissects the arguments of his opponents and appeals

to the good sound sense of the hearer. He disarms passion

by the calmness of his reasoning ; without soaring into inaccessible
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regions, he can view everything from above ; rise clear of the

prejudices of the moment, and regain the rights of truth against

the clamours of the unreasoning. He will not espouse a cause

because it is popular, but because he considers it just. For that,

he will brave temparary defeat. "In a good cause," he says

in a passage which I will quote further on, "one is not bound
to succeed always." And a good cause will be always good and

will triumph in the end. No one more than he has the right to

appropriate the mctto ''Do thy duty, conic zchat may."

The oratorical talent of Mr. Taillon is supplemented by a

powerful voice, .sonorous and ringing. Add to that an imposing

presence and a commanding figure. Mr. Taillon is not prodigal

of gestures and disdains measured periods. He improvises readily

and speaks with warmth and conviction. As with most orators,

he should be heard rather than read.

For this last reason, and although it is customary, when one

speaks of an orator, to quote from his speeches, I find it an

embarrassing task to find a passage which will be able to do

justice to Mr. Taillon. I prefer to select haphazard, for chance

is .sometimes inspired, and, in an}- case, does not suggest pre-

arrangement or want of taste. The discussion of the Riel Question

in the Quebec Legislature has not been forgotten. On one .side

an appeal was made to national .sentiment, to patriotism even.

The cause of misfortune was pleaded ; the defense of the van-

quished was undertaken. On the other side, the reply was : "We
are not the judges of the acts of which you complain. We have

no jurisdiction. The tribunal before which you bring your case

is incompetent." Mr. Taillon spoke on behalf of the Government.
He had but one arm to oppose to the fiery harangues of his

opporents, and that was reason. I shall quote the peroration of

his speech which sums up the whole.
'

' One cannot but deplore such an abuse of noble sentiments.

Let us reserve great measures for great causes. Let us respect

great sentiments which can have nothing in common with parties,

and the little affairs of political coteries. The true patriots are

those who loyally relinquish certain advantages for themselves and
for their part)', to accomplish a higher duty, that of teaching the
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electors to use properly our constitution, and to show them how
to use it for the happiness of the entire country. I should have
preferred to have heard the honourable member for Chateauguay
express the ideas which I am trying to communicate to the House.

I should have wished that all who have spoken in a cause more
noble than that of party, had spoken reason, and the discussion

would have produced better results, At least we should have
passed our time in the accomplishment of a useful and lofty

task, that of teaching the people how the constitution should be

applied and understood. But no. x^ttempts have been made to

banish elevated ideas and replace them by appeals to prejudice.

I regret it for the sake of the Liberal party and for the sake of

the country. To those who have spoken of the dangers to which
the autonomy of the Province is exposed, I shall say :

' Fear

nothing, we shall be sheltered from all danger as long as we
exceed not our jurisdiction.'

"The constitution gives us all the powers necessary to assure

our welfare as a nation. I fear not the laws which may be made,
which would encroach upon our rights, for the tribunals are there

to protect us. What I do fear is this inclination to twist the

constitution for part}' purposes, discrediting, above all, our province

in the eyes of the rest of Canada, in making this house a simple

house of debate, a veritable 'mock parliament.' Under such a

system the people will no longer have confidence in this body.

And if, one day, it is convinced that the sums that we expend
are too considerable for the advantages resulting, if it thinks that

legislative union will be better than the new s^-stem introduced

by discussion on matters foreign to our jurisdiction, who will

they be who will be responsible for the destruction of our provin-

cial liberties, if not the men who ask us to exceed the limits

prescribed by the constitution ?

"I do not dissemble the fact that what we are doing at this

moment may result unfavourably for us. I cannot say, as has said

a Liberal newspaper, that I laugh at it. No ; I cannot say that,

for I intend to solicit the suffrages of my constituents ; but I am
not obliged to submit to prejudices and to triumph by their means.

In a good cau.se, one need not alwa3-s be successful. The people
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may be deceived at next elections : but the day of retribution will

only be the fairer and the more glorious."

This long quotation gives a sufficient idea of the oratorical

style of Mr. Taillon. I shall take permission however to draw the

attention of the reader to another speech of Mr. Taillon. It is

that which he delivered in the Quebec Legislature, on the 25th

of May, 1888, during the debate upon the resolutions of the

Interprovincial Conference. It is a model of forcible dialectic,

and at the same time a learned discussion of the position of

the provinces of the Dominion under the British North America

Act (1867).

Another thing to remark when I speak of Mr. Taillon's ora-

torical talent, is the rapidity of the thrust, the vigorous and

incisive repartee, the witticism, which suffice sometimes to con-

found an opponent and gain the favour of the audience. How
often, in the Quebec House, has he brought the laughers to his

side, at the expense of a formidable adversary, by a word thrown

into an acrimonious discussion. It would be desirable to preserve

some of his repartees, if only to show that the old Gallic blood

does not belie itself on the banks of the St. Lawrence. I shall

only quote the latest : perhaps it is not the latest, for the scene,

which I shall reproduce from La Minerve oi November 29th, 1893,

took place two months ago.

The question of the taxes was under discussion in the Legis-

lature. The subject was dry, since heaps and heaps of figures

were piled up, and orators delivered perorations from behind

literal ramparts of blue books. At length the member for L' Islet,

Mr. Dechene, rose to speak. I shall reproduce, without further

commentary, the newspaper report.

" Mr. Dechene, continuing the debate, said, 'The honourable

Prime Minister, unable to successfully defend his policy, is waiting

for light from above, from below, from the left, from the right.'

" Mr. Taillon. — ' Yes, but not from in front of me.' (Laugh-

ter and applause;.

"Mr. Dechene, verj- much put out, lost himself in his

speech and muttered inconsequential phrases, until six o'clock,

when the House rose."
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I do not know whether it is an injury to Mr. Dechene to

say that he was disconfited ; but there is not one man in a hundred

who would not wager that Mr. Taillon's rejoinder was a refresh-

ment, as pleasing as unexpected, for the poor members, whom the

mathematical dissertations of the orators strong in figures, doubt-

less disposed to yawn.

In the preceding pages I have spoken of Mr. Taillon as a

poHtician. It is fitting that I should add a word regarding his

career at the Bar. First of all I shall notice a fact worthy of

the attention of lovers of paradoxes.

There is no question but that the legislator, more than any

one else, must possess the temperament of the jurisconsult, and

that nothing is more adapted to mature legal acquirements, and

one's store of juridical knowledge, than the preparation of laws.

If need were, I could cite great names in support of my proposition,

such names as that of Chancellor d'Aguesseau ; but it is evident

that the task of comparing the different systems of legislation,

the necessity imposed upon one to take existing laws into consider-

ation and to endeavour to foresee the debates which the omission

of a single word in the text of an act will give rise to, are

eminently well adapted to form jurists. And, nevertheless, from

the time that the man of law crosses the threshold of our legisla-

tive chambers — rare exceptions apart — he commences to lose

interest in matters connected with his profession.

Nevertheless this paradox provides an easy solution, and it is

only necessary to closely examine the working of the parliamentary

machine to find the key to the enigma. In fact, although the

primitive, and, .so to speak, natural function of a legislature should

be to make laws, Parliament, in England as in the colonies, has

assumed or usurped another function which has not been long

in becoming the most important. Parliament has constituted itself

the judge of the administration of public affairs, and the supreme

arbiter of the destinies of the ministry. It is in controlling this

administration that the work of the member of the House really

con.sists, and it is work of such an absorbing nature that it seems

to-day to engage all his attention. I^aws are frequently the work

of men who are not members of the Legislature. The latter votes
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upon Uiem ; often rejects them, but, assuredly, cannot claim the

credit of having originated them.

Nevertheless it cannot be said that Mr. Taillon has become

estranged from his profession ; on the contrary, I believe him

very strongly attached to it. He has occupied the highest positions

among his legal confreres, having been batonnier for the Montreal

section, and batonnier-general of the order for the Province of

Quebec. He bears the title of Queen's Counsel, which is a

presumption, I do not say juris ct dc jure, but a legal presumption

of juridical science since these counsels hold the official title of

Her Majesty's Counsel, learned in the Laze. He has not lost

his legal acumen nor his knowledge of jurisprudence ;
he has been

engaged in many celebrated cases, among others that of Auger

et al. versus Labonte et al., better known as the affair of the

churchwardens of Xotre-Dame de Montreal. He has often been

designated to fill vacancies on the bench, and it is there that he

will find a worthy ending for his career.

Outside politics, the Prime Minister of the Province of Quebec

has none but friends. The young men, especially, receive the most

kindly treatment at his hands. Absolutely unaffected, his modesty

is the more beautiful that his sincerity cannot be doubted. In

society he prefers reunions where music forms part of the evening's

entertainment, and a baritone voice of agreeable quality enables

him to take part in the improvised concerts that take place on

such occasions. For those who are fond of parallels I would

add that in this respect he resembles the present Prime Minister

of England, who, returning from a stormy sitting in the House

of Commons, does not fail, it is said, to seat himself at the piano

to forget, amid the harmonious .strains of music, the discordant

notes of political discussion.

These few pages are sufficient to depict— for those who do

not know him,— if really such there be— a statesman truly worthy

to figure in the series of Men of the Day. In reperusing them, the

idea occurs to me that perhaps those who do not know Mr. Taillon

— I need not apologize to those who do —-will think that I have

not found enough defects in the subject of this article, who, like

all other mortals, must be formed of clay and exposed to the
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calamities which affect all mankind. As a matter of fact I might

have pointed out one fault in Mr. Taillon, namely want of con-

fidence in himself; but this fault is so rare among our public men

that it would prol)al)ly be not accepted as worthy of credence.

Let us admit, however, that it exists, since every picture necessa-

rily has its shadows ; but let us add that this defect cannot but

increase our admiration for a statesman who is a truly good man

and who seeks not his own aggrandissement, Init that of his

country, and I may add, the country of all Canadians of French

origin, the Province of Quebec.

P. B. MIGNAULT.

August, 1894.

[Translated by J. McHUGH].
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When the historj- of a great commercial organization and

enterprise, like that of the Grand Trunk Railway Company of

Canada, comes to be written by an impartial hand,— as some

daj' it must be written,— it will be found, we think, to cover

the real story of the growth and development, the rise, progress,

and material advancement of the very country itself. Population,

we know, ever follows in the track of the railroad. And in

making that statement, we are uttering no idle platitude. We
are simply relating what has happened, since the first sod of

the Grand Trunk Railway Company was turned, and the vast

capital of the British holders of the stock was employed to

add to the material wealth of our young country, and to make

it at once the jewel of the Empire, in point of standing, character,

probity and enterprise. The Grand Trunk, too, was the cause

of the expenditure of great engineering skill. Rivers larger than

any to be found in the old world had to be spanned, huge

mountains of rock had to be cut through, and tunnels to connect

two shores had to be made. Indeed, the building of this great

highway, which opened to settlement vast tracts of land, our

natural heritage, and made accessible to the enterprise of our

merch.mts, manufacturers and farmers, the wide treasures of land

and water, the products of the field and the forest, forms one

of the most interesting and instructive feats, in the history

of commerce and the arts, during the greatest part of the century

drawing to a close, a century famous for its progress in science

and in invention. He would have been a bold man, fifty years

ago, who could have predicted what has followed the inception

and construction of the great line of steel and iron whicli
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They never ceased to have confidence in the young superintendent,

and he pleased them so well, that when a vacancy occurred in

the staff of the South Devon Railway, Mr. Seargeant was immedi-

ately created first officer of that important line, and afterwards

a similar position was given him on the Cornwall and West
Cornwall Railways, which together, it will be remembered, formed

a compact system between Exeter and Penzance. Mr. Brunei,

the famous engineer, whose plans for crossing the river Severn

gave him a vogue at the time, was an active scientist, whose

experiments with the atmospheric system in connection with the

South Devon had brought him into notoriety. The South Devon

was in a low financial state, and Mr. Seargeant had his work

pretty well cut out for him when he assumed his duties. Those

duties included the work appertaining to the offices of general

manager, and secretary, and secretary also of the joint committee of

the Great Western, Bristol and Exeter, South Devon and Cornwall

companies. He was also named the official representative of

those interests before Parliamentary committees, and in that

department he had no equal, as his contemporaries are men willing

to admit. We have said that the finances of the road were at

a low ebb when Mr. Seargeant took the helm. He was not there

long, however, before a change occurred, and largely increased

dividends were the results. His success at once became known all

over England, and other companies were eager to obtain his

services. Several offers were made to him, including the request for

him to take the responsible post of agent or chief officer of one of the

most extensive railway systems in India. This position was a

very delicate but tempting one, and called for the exercise

of peculiar and brilliant talents, owing to the fact that the Imperial

and local governments, and railway companies, required the best

services of men distinguished for their tact and good judgment.

He might have taken the place, which was urged upon him

with much vehemence, but the Great Western Company begged

him to remain where he was, and his promotion, as a matter

of course, followed soon. The traffic department he had continually

under his eyes. He and his colleagues, representing the other

companies, framed an agreement for the division of traffic between
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the Great Western, and London and vSouth Western systems, at

the numerous points where these large systems came into

competition.

But. successful as he was in England, Mr. Seargeant, with

his clear vision, saw that he had even greater possibilities for

the employment of his undoubtedly great talents and abilities,

in the new world, beyond the sea. The Grand Trunk Railway

Company, then as now, had always the aim in view of securing

on its staff the strongest, the most capable and the best equipped

minds. Mr. Seargeant was well known as a prudent and skilful

railroad man, one who never lost heart and whose pride was in

his profession. He was energetic, and enterprising, and at the

same time a perfect slave to duty. He was popular with

the business men, who had frequent opportunity of consulting

him, as his remarkable aptitude for work was known to everybody

connected with the running, control and management of railways.

Overtures were made to him, which he could not decline or resist,

in justice to himself. Accordingly, therefore, in the year 1874,

he resigned all of his several offices in England, to the infinite

regret and sorrow of all concerned, and crossed the Atlantic Ocean,

to join his fortunes with those of the great railway company

which he manages to-day with such consummate tact and ability.

He did more than a man's work, the very year that he took

office. As a proof of the respect and esteem of his former

employers and associates, the directors and officers of the companies

with which he had been connected in England, he could show-

tokens of great value, intrinsically as well as otherwise. Before

leaving his old home for Canada, many handsome presentations

had been made to him by gentlemen occupying high places in

official and social life in Great Britain, and even from the men

who served under him, he had many testimonials which he valued

highly. Prior to embarking for the Dominion, too, he was the

recipient of several addresses, breathing in every line sentiments

of esteem and affection. It has been the lot of but few men

to leave their native land with such emblems of regard in their

possession. But Mr. Seargeant was a man who both deserved

and compelled respect, and his Canadian career amply justified
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all the good words and prophesies which his early friends uttered

about him, when the steamer sailed away from Liverpool town

for this land, where he has ever since made his home. He arrived

in Montreal, as we have said, in 1874, and immediately joined

the staff of the Grand Trunk Railway Company. He was the

first appointed traffic manager on our continent, and practically

made the office what it is to-day: He initiated many reforms

and introduced very many improvements into his immediate

department. As vice-Chairman of the Grand Trunk Executive

Council, during the incumbency of vSir Joseph Hickson, the Chair-

man, Mr. Seargeant made an enduring name for himself. It

was not long before the English stockholders suitably recognized

his abihties, and made him vice-president of the Chicago and

Grand Trunk Railway Company, and other of their affiliated lines.

He held on to his appointment of traffic manager of the Grand

Trunk Company, however, feeling fully confident of being able

to perform all of his duties, with satisfaction to the Company

as well as to himself. But though more than three thousand

miles away from his early home, among the British Isles, Mr. vSear-

geant had always a tender place in his heart for old companies.

Chief among these were his unvarying and well-tried friends,

the present Chairman, late General Manager, Mr. Grierson, the

author of "Railway Rates, English and Foreign," and other old

officers of the Great Western Company of England, with whom

he had spent so many happy days in times gone by. And

this friendship has ever continued.

Mr. Seargeant, as traffic manager of the Grand Trunk Com-

pany, would have had. in all conscience, very many duties to

perform. But it must not be forgotten that when he assumed

the functions of his office, he had no table of precedents to

guide him, no index finger to point the way, no one, with years of

experience behind him, to tell him what to do. He had to create

the office, as it were, in a word, and this he succeeded in

doing, in a very short time, to the eminent satisfaction of his

employers. To the Grand Trunk he gave his services freely and

unreservedly, and valuable indeed were they in those important

arbitrations which secured to that railway a full .share of the



LEWIS JAMES SEARGEAXT 503

through American traffic, which forms no small part of its entire

business. When the present "Central Traffic Association" of

the Western American lines was formed, his name was prominent

among the li^t of those who founded the body. He often represented

the Grand Trunk Company at the meetings of the Board of

Presidents in New York, in the absence of the late general manager,

Sir Joseph Hickson, and is now a member of the Trunk Line Board

of Presidents. He has been an active member of the Vice-Presidents

Committee of the same distinguished organization, and in that

capacity has performed yeoman's work for his line. In his official

intercourse with representatives of other trunk lines, he has

advocated with great ability the division of traffic between the

railways interested, instead of a competition which could only

prove suicidal, hurtful and ruinous to all concerned, including the

very public itself. For many years, he advocated the settlement

of all railway disputes on equitable principles, and the arrangement

of differences between the railway companies, by arbitration, the

fairest and most just of all methods. Though always standing

up for the rights of the Grand Trunk, Mr. Seargeant has ever

been respected and esteemed by his contemporaries belonging to

rival roads, on account of his honourable conduct and reasonable

opinions. He never, in all his life, advocated an unjust course, nor

has he ever been unfair to anyone.

Mr. Seargeant is a man of rare culture, an excellent linguist, a

close student, and one who has written extensively and exhaustively

on questions affecting railroad interests. To the pages of the

Railroad Rcvicic he has been an honoured contributer. On the pool

question he is often quoted as an authority. A few years ago, he

vi.>5ited Europe, where he studied the English, French, and Italian

railway systems. From them, however, he had nothing of

importance to learn, the Grand Trunk sj^stem comparing very

favourably with the systems of the old world.

In the wider sphere of general manager of the Grand Trunk

Railway Company, Mr. Seargeant has had the opportunity of proving

his fitness for the position many times since his appointment.

In the crucial period of the American coal strike, in 1894, when his

company was forced to close down the work shops and discharge
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many hundreds of hands, Mr. vSeargeant had a sad but imperative

duty to perform, which tried him hardly, for he is a humane
man, and he knew well the consequences of the act which he was
compelled to put into execution, as the chief officer of his road.

When the order came to reduce, in every possible way, the general

expen.ses, Mr. Seargeant had only one course to pursue. Perhaps,

it is better in this connection to use. his own words. Talking to a

press interviewer, he said :

"You ask me whether any reductions in salaries or wages

are in contemplation in addition to the already ten per cent,

reduction in the staff. My instructions from the home board are to

reduce the working expenses of the Company to the lowest possible

point, and as judiciously as I can, and not to incur any new capital

outlay. The Company has already expended some sixty-five

millions sterling, and the encouragement is so poor, having regard

to the returns, that capitalists are chary of providing more funds.

The Grand Trunk has for many years been worked more economic-

ally than other railways. There has been no waste and no excess.

It is therefore very difficult to introduce new economies, especially

as my instructions are accompanied with the proviso that nothing

must be done to endanger the efficient working of the line. During

the current year, we have to meet certain fixed obligations. That
is a necessity of the situation, and at any sacrifice these obligations

must be met. I have, with some success, been able to effect

reductions during February, March, and April. When the accounts

come in, without in any way impairing the efficiency of the service,

I shall be very glad personally if we can pull through without

making any reductions in salaries or wages. As a matter of fact,

the Company's pay-roll in 1S92 was $8,800,000, and in 1893 about

$8,700,000. These sums include the salaries or wages in the

general traffic, engineering, mechanical, and stores departments.

Now it will be .seen that a small reduction in the expenses means

a very large result for the proprietors. But our men are a very good

set of fellows. Although we sometimes come across grievances

which mean increase in wages in some shape or another, if the

positive necessity should arise to preserve the credit of the Company,

I think that we shall all cheerfully acquiesce in the necessities of the
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situation as a temporary measure. At the same time, my own
personal feeling is that it is better to preserve, if possible, a

moderate even scale of remuneration to employes than to have wages

inflated and depressed according to the momentary requirements

of the times."

It is in time of danger and depression that Mr. Seargeant

is called upon to exercise his keenest faculties. A far-seeing man,

he takes time by the fore-lock, and prepares for the future, months

in advance, so as not to be caught napping. In that way, when he

saw the business of the country gradualh' falling ofi^, he took the

opportunity' to examine his resources, enquire into the causes,

and make read}- for what was sure to come and which would

affect his own line. He was not disappointed. The World's Fair

at Chicago taught a valuable lesson, and lessons from that spectacle

are still to be learned by the wise. Here is an idea which fell from

his lips not long ago, which is worth considering. This is what

he said :

" At present international transactions are at a standstill to a

certain extent. People will not order goods until they know what

duty they have to pay. With all those fiscal difficulties out of the

way, local and international trade will improve naturally. As
regards the general position of afiairs in the United States, optimist

views have been expressed by Messrs. Depew, Flower, Goddard, and

other gentlemen who, to a large extent, represent the railroad

interests of the Republic ; they think the clouds are being gradually

dissipated and that things will begin to improve. Another healthy

fact is that there has been a better understanding arrived at both in

respect of passenger and freight rates between the companies which

are members of the different organizations in the United States.

That is the trunk lines and central trafi&c associations, which

control all the railroad property between St. Louis, Chicago, and the

sea-board. What may be expected this year so far as the Grand
Trunk is concerned is a large weekly decrease in traffic as corre-

sponding with 1893. The World's Fair opened on the first of May
last year. There was no very material improvement in the traffic

returns at first, and all the railway companies were disappointed.

Special trains had to be cancelled, and the ordinary service was
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found sufficient. But as the time approacht-d for closing the Fair,

September and October, our traffic returns sliowed a verj' large

increase over 1892. Now we have to compete with these heavy

traffic receipts, and it is reasonable to expect that the comparison

will be very unfavourable, and may lead to wrong inferences,

unless the reasons are carefully borne in mind. I anticipated that

the World's Fair would interfere with ordinary traffic, both to the

seaside and pleasure resorts as to passengers and as to freight, by

diverting the attention of people from commercial pursuits. This

took place, but matters were made a great deal worse by the

extraordinary financial conditions which surrounded commercial

operations in the United States. A species of panic existed

throughout the whole period. A very large proportion of the

railroad property across the line became bankrupt, and conditions

existed which we hope may never occur again. We may, I think,

expect that although there will be no traffic corresponding with

that which w^as created with the World's Fair, there will be

a restoration of business in both passenger and freight of the

ordinary descriptions. This would certainly mitigate the expected

decrease in our weekly traffic returns, were the fiscal difficulties to

which I have alluded removed and were business to resume normal

conditions. At the present moment there is a demand all round for

cheap transportation, and it is a fact that railroads are called upon

to carry traffic at rates which are positively near cost price, and

leave little margin of profit for the company. It is a struggle

for existence all round, but doubtless there will be a survival of the

fittest, and I hope the Grand Trunk is one of the fittest."

And one more quotation must close :

"Touching the immigration of the year, it appears to me that

the conditions exi.sting both in the United States and Canada are at

the present time against the introduction of new labour. There are

thousands, and probably hundreds of thousands, of men on the

continent with nothing to do. Then again the price of wheat and

other cereal products at the present time is so low, and the demand

is so comparatively small, that an increase in the area of production

does not appear to be necessary. There must be too much cereal

product in the world already, judging from prices, wdiich, I believe,
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in September last year, reached in wheat the extraordinar}^ figure of

fifty-five cents per bushel. Another reason why the continent does

not present any encouraging field for imported labour is the

prevalence of strikes, and the absence of tribunals which prevent

resorts being had to the ultima ratio as between employer and

employed."

Imposing in appearance, Mr. Seargeant is easily approached,

and liked universally b}' all who come into contact with him. He
is a governor of the Royal Victoria and Montreal General Ho.'^pitals,

and a member of the St. James Club, of Montreal, and the Rideau

Club, of Ottawa. He is President of the Chicago and Grand Trunk
Railway Company, Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee Railway

Company, Grand Trunk Junction Railway Company, Chicago,

Detroit and Canada Grand Trunk Junction Railway Company,
Michigan Air Line Railway Compan}^ and Vice-President of the

International Bridge Company. Mr. Seargeant is married to Miss

Elizabeth Sedley Barnes, of London, England, sister ot Dr. Robert

Barnes, the celebrated physician and author of many standard

medical works.

GEORGE STEWART.

Quebec, August, 1894.
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